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A  look  toward  the  future 

The  year  2000  and  beyond 

We  have  reached  a  major  milestone  in  history.  It  is  an  appropriate  time  to  look  at  where  we  are 
and  where  we  are  headed.  This  is  true  personally;  it  is  also  true  of  the  church.  Much  of  this  first 
Evangelist  of  the  year  2000  is  devoted  to  the  latter,  looking  at  the  present  and  future  of  The  Breth- 
ren Church.  The  issue  begins  with  a  three-part  article,  "A  look  toward  the  future,"  by  three 
denominational  leaders,  Dr.  Emanuel  (Buzz)  Sandberg,  Dr.  Dan  Lawson,  and  Rev.  Reilly  Smith.  This 
is  followed  by  a  section  in  which  various  Brethren  share  their  thoughts  about  The  Brethren  Church 
as  it  enters  the  new  millennium.  Also  included,  to  give  us  some  perspective,  are  a  few  comments 
made  by  Brethren  100  years  ago  at  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth  century.  May  these  articles  serve 
as  resources  for  your  reflections  as  together  we  look  toward  the  future  of  The  Brethren  Church. 
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A  look  toward  the  future 

Introduction 

by  Emanuel  W.  Sandberg 

THE  YEAR  2000  is  a  milestone 
which  I  believe  should  be  signif- 
icant to  every  person  now  alive.  The 
new  millennium  will  be  a  period  of 
great  change  in  the  world — new 
hopes,  new  opportunities,  and  new 
fears  for  our  church  and,  indeed,  for 
Christianity  as  we  have  known  it. 

Any  look  to  the  future,  however, 
must  take  into  consideration  the 
past.  As  we  look  back,  the  facts — 
without  sugar  coating — are  these: 

•  Protestant  church  membership, 
and  the  number  of  protestant 
churches,  maxed  out  in  the  sixties 
and  steadily  decreased  throughout 
the  last  30  years  of  the  twentieth 
century. 

•  During  this  period  of  declining 
church  membership,  the  United 
States  population  increased  by 
more  than  35  percent,  indicating 
that  the  membership  decUne  was 
worse  than  most  people  believed. 
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•  This  expe- 
rience re- 
ported for 
"mainline" 
protestant 
churches 
is  also  true 
for  The 
Brethren 
Church. 

Consider  the 
following: 

1.  Since 
splitting 

with  the  Grace  Brethren  in  1939, 
there  has  not  been  one  decade  dur- 
ing which  denominational  member- 
ship and  the  number  of  Brethren 
churches  actually  increased. 

2.  The  number  of  congregations 
continues  to  decline.  A  total  of  22 
churches  closed  from  1987  to  1996. 
Some  of  these  were  new  churches, 
but  16  had  been  in  existence  for  ten 
years  or  more. 

3.  During  many  years,  a  number 
of  our  congregations  added  no  new 
members  during  the  year,  and  in 
1997   more  than   one-third   of  our 


congregations  added  no  new  mem- 
bers by  conversion. 

4.  Even  while  membership  has  de- 
clined, the  level  of  financial  support 
from  our  members  has  increased.  In 
the  short  term,  more  dollars  are  be- 
ing given  by  fewer  members.  In  the 
long  term,  however,  financial  sup- 
port is  likely  to  decline  sharply  if 
present  membership  trends  continue. 

There  are  other  potential  prob- 
lems for  The  Brethren  Church — and 
for  Christianity  in  general — as  we 
enter  the  third  millennium.  Look 
around  you.  Our  membership  is  get- 
ting older  Our  congi'egations  do  not 
(continued  on  next  page) 


Inside  this  issue 


A  look  toward  the  future 
Congregational  evangetisnn    3 
Worldwide  evangelism  5 

Brethren  in  the  new  millennium  7 
Accenting  an  AU  student  9 

Ashland  Theological  Seminary  10 
Around  the  denomination         12 

The  Women's  Outlook  Newsletter 
is  in  the  center  of  this  issue. 


look  like  the  Y2K  communities  in 
which  we  live.  In  many  cases  our 
church  budgets  do  not  enable  us  to 
pay  our  pastors  competitive  profes- 
sional salaries,  let  alone  provide  the 
funds  needed  to  employ  the  support 
personnel  we  need  in  order  to  carry 
out  our  Christian  mandates.  We 
have  an  expensive  form  of  profes- 
sional theological  education,  and 
the  seminary  graduates  will  soon  be 
priced  out  of  reach  of  many  Breth- 
ren congregations. 

We  may  find  some  comfort  in  the 
fact  that  The  Brethren  Church  is  no 
worse  off  (at  least  relatively)  than 
the  Baptists,  Lutherans,  Method- 
ists, Episcopalians,  and  most  other 
denominations.  At  the  congrega- 
tional level  we  have  tried  valiantly 
to  change  the  direction  of  church 
membership  statistics,  to  stimulate 
evangelistic  efforts,  and  to  generate 
new  programs  or  projects  to  fix  the 
problems  that  are  causing  our 
church  to  stagnate  and  decline. 

What  concerns  me  most  is  that  all 
protestant  churches  are  in  trouble. 
Are  we  playing  follow-the-leader  to 
disaster?  If  we  are  all  in  trouble,  it 
seems  likely  that  our  problems  are 
related  to  culture,  attitudes,  leader- 
ship, and  environment.  Further- 
more, most  of  our  creative  programs 
seem  to  be  directed  at  solving  only 
symptomatic  problems.  Thus  they 
will  help  keep  us  alive,  but  they 
won't  make  us  healthy. 

I  believe  that  The  Brethren 
Church  and  all  Christendom  has 
been  sick  for  more  than  100  years, 
but  it  is  only  in  recent  years  that  we 
have  witnessed  a  pattern  of  congre- 
gational decline  and  death.  Now, 
however,  it  is  happening  more  and 
more  frequently,  to  the  surprise  of 
many.  What  should  we  expect — 
more  congregations  to  close,  denom- 
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inations  to  collapse  and  merge,  God 
to  turn  His  back  on  "His  church?" 

I  believe  we  should  expect  the  prob- 
lems of  the  past  to  become  more 
complicated  in  the  decades  ahead: 

•  We  are  becoming  a  nation  of  senior 
citizens.  Many  church  members 
over  the  age  of  55  (the  majority  of 
members  in  many  of  our  Brethren 
congregations)  will  retire,  become 
less  active,  and  die.  Their  energy 
and  financial  contributions,  which 
have  undergirded  the  church  dur- 
ing our  lifetime,  will  be  lost. 


*7  believe 

The  Brethren  Church 

is  poisedf  ready 

to  seize  the 

opportunities  of  this 

new  century/' 


\ 


^ 


•  Unless  we  change,  the  younger 
people  will  stop  coming  to  our  tra- 
ditional churches.  Programs  of 
today  will  be  abandoned  for  lack 
of  interest  and  support. 

•  Migration,  immigration,  and  cul- 
tural integration  will  cause  ethnic 
people  to  turn  their  backs  on  the 
culturally  "isolated"  churches  of 
North  American  Christendom, 
including  the  churches  developed 
from  their  own  cultural/ethnic 
heritage. 

•  It  seems  likely  that  federal,  state, 
and  local  governments  will  change 
the  laws  regarding  the  taxation  of 
church  property  and  clergy  bene- 
fits. 

•  In  the  face  of  institutional  col- 
lapse,  fewer   Christians   will   be 


called  to  church  leadership,  and 
seminaries  will  be  closed  or  drasti- 
cally changed. 
•  Congregational    and    denomina- 
tional  funds   will   dwindle,    and 
Christian   support   for   missions, 
capital  funding,  publishing,   and 
resource  development  will  be  cur- 
tailed accordingly. 
Considering  what  we  have  done 
with  God's  world  and  His  church  in 
the  2,000  years  since  Christ's  birth, 
I  don't  know  why  God  would  trust 
us   to   solve   the   problems   of  His 
church.  But  I  believe  He  still  does.  I 
know  from  the  history  of  God's  rela- 
tionship with  believers  that  He  is 
merciful   and   faithful.   God  trusts 
that  we  can  and  will  change.  We 
have  worshiped  God  with  our  faith 
jacketed  in  a  particular  view  of  soci- 
ety and  in  an  institutional  system 
that  reflected  societies  understand- 
ing of  how  things  should  be  done. 
But  that  society  no  long  exists. 

I  doubt  that  many  are  totally  sur- 
prised by  what  I  have  written  above. 
But  the  situation  is  much  more 
threatening  than  we  have  previous- 
ly thought.  What  we  have  done  in 
the  past  will  not  solve  our  problems. 
This  is  "pay-back"  time  for  Breth- 
ren who  are  dedicated  to  listening  to 
and  following  God. 

God  has  promised  us  a  bright  fu- 
ture, but  I  believe  He  is  also  calling 
us  to  reshape  our  lives  and  institu- 
tions in  basic  ways: 

We  must  change  our  system  of 
congregational  life  and  transform 
our  churches,  reducing  our  depen- 
dence on  heritage  and  tradition.  We 
cannot  be  controlled  by  organiza- 
tional protocols  and  demands  for 
uniformity.  The  changes  needed 
must  belong  to  and  be  accepted  by 
congregations  and  church  leaders. 
Once   change   is   accepted,   leaders 
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will  have  to  develop  strategies  to 
achieve  the  change. 

Do  we  have  time?  I  believe  we  do, 
with  God's  help  and  direction.  But 
we  have  to  be  geared  up  to  make 
changes  much  faster  than  in  the 
past.  As  writer  Tony  Compolo  has 
said,  Christians  need  to  be  ready  to 
"seize  the  moment"  and  implement 
change  when  the  opportunity  arises. 
Transformational  changes  depend 
on  vision  and  the  opportunistic  ini- 
tiative of  leaders. 

Congregations  expect  professional 
leadership  from  their  pastors,  but 
they  do  not  know  how  to  develop 
and  implement  strategies  to  achieve 
congregational  goals.  Therefore,  the 
development  of  lay  leadership  is  a 
critical  factor  in  implementing  sys- 
temic change  in  the  church.  Congre- 
gations may  have  lost  their  focus  on 
mission.  Leaders  must  be  spiritual 
guides,  facilitating  transforming  ex- 
periences that  change  the  human 
heart.  The  experience  of  Jesus  has 
been  complicated  by  ideological  in- 
terpretations that  limit  our  rela- 
tionship with  Christ. 

The  Brethren  Church  needs  to 
become  a  First  Century  Christian 
Church  again,  helping  all  people 
come  to  know  and  experience  Jesus. 
The  secret  of  transforming  people  is 
giving  them  the  opportunity  to 
experience  God.  Jesus  demonstrat- 
ed for  us  His  strategic  plan  of 
change — recruiting  disciples  and 
training  them  to  follow  him.  When 
He  left  the  earth,  Jesus  said,  "Fol- 
low my  example — recruit  followers 
and  disciple  them,  and  know  that  I 
will  be  with  you  always." 

I  believe  The  Brethren  Church  is 
poised,  ready  to  seize  the  opportuni- 
ties of  this  new  century.  We  will  be- 
come a  First  Century  (Third  Millen- 
nium) Church,  casting  aside  the 
imprisoning  chains  of  organization- 
al lethargy,  complacency,  and  self- 
doubt.  With  God's  help,  we  will 
transform  our  church  on  a  vision 
path  leading  to  system  changes. 

The  Brethren  Church 
Vision  Path 

God  has  a  plan  for  your  life  and 
ministry  as  well  as  for  The  Brethren 
Church.  God  has  a  perspective  on  our 
lives  and  on  the  life  of  our  church. 
To  understand  that  perspective,  we 
have  to  seek  God.  In  our  prayers  we 


need  to  ask  God  for  direction  and 
then  pause  to  listen  for  God  to  give 
His  direction.  He  will  build  for  us  and 
our  church  a  bridge  to  the  future. 

We  have  accepted  God's  vision 
path  for  The  Brethren  Church  and 
have  adopted  it  as  our  guide  to  the 
future.  It  is  as  follows: 

We  see  The  Brethren  Church  as  a 
body  of  believers  who  are  renewed, 
alive  and  energized,  as: 

I.  A  church  which  has  rediscovered 
its  purpose  and  a  membership  which 
is  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
rededicated  to  the  calling  and  mis- 
sion we  have  had  for  2000  years. 

(We  were  called  by  Jesus  in  His  Great 
Commandment:  "Love  the  Lord  your  God 
with  all  your  heart  and  with  all  your  soul 
and  with  all  your  mind.  .  .  .  Love  your 
neighbor  as  yourself"  Matt.  22:37-39, 
Niv).  (Our  mission,  as  stated  by  Jesus  in 
his  Great  Commission  to  us:  "Therefore 
go  and  make  disciples  of  all  nations,  bap- 
tizing them  in  the  name  of  the  Father  and 
of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
teaching  them  to  obey  everything  I  have 
commanded  you.  And  surely  I  will  be 
with  you  always,  to  the  very  end  of  the 
age."  Matt.  28:19-20,  MK). 

II.  A  church  whose  members  are  filled 
with  the  Holy  Spirit,  growing  in 
their  relationship  to  Jesus  Christ, 
and  who  have  developed  a  passion- 
ate desire  to  serve  God  and  His  Son 
Jesus  Christ. 

III.  A  church  growing  in  spiritual 
health,  membership  and  worship 
attendance. 

IV.  A  dynamic  muUinational,  muhi- 
cthnic,  multiracial  church. 

V.  A  church  with  an  explosion  of 
young  people,  developing  exciting. 


challenging  new  programs  to  equip 
Brethren  youth  for  leadership  and 
service  in  the  church  and  in  the 
world. 

VI.  A  church  developing  new,  afford- 
able, and  regionally  available  edu- 
cational support  systems  for  Breth- 
ren pastors  and  lay  leaders. 

VII.  A  church  developing  new  service 
and  leadership  opportunities  for 
men  and  women  in  the  mainstream 
of  Brethren  Church  ministries. 

We  have  studied  what  God  and 
His  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  are  doing  in 
the  world,  trying  to  understand  the 
context  of  our  vision  for  The  Breth- 
ren Church  in  our  society  at  this 
time  in  history.  As  Christians  we  are 
crossing  difficult  and  critical  ter- 
rain, but  I  believe  this  millennium 
provides  Brethren  and  The  Breth- 
ren Church  with  wonderful  oppor- 
tunities for  personal,  congregational, 
and  denominational  change — oppor- 
tunities for  us  to  transform  our  lives 
and  our  church. 

God  has  a  plan  and  specific  as- 
signments for  each  one  of  us.  As  we 
move  down  our  Brethren  Vision  Path 
over  the  next  decade,  I  see  us: 

•  Developing  and  participating  in  a 
Global  Program  of  Evangelism. 

•  Planting  at  least  fifty  new  Breth- 
ren churches,  including  inner-city 
and  Hispanic  churches. 

•  Joining  arms  together  with  our 
Brethren  as  active  church  plant- 
ing supporters,  with  every  Breth- 
ren church  a  sponsor  or  co-spon- 
sor of  a  church  plant. 

•  Expanding  the  geographic  spread 
of  Brethren  churches. 

•  Joyfully  participating  in  the  Re- 
newal of  Pastor  and  People  for 
every  Brethren  Church. 

•  Challenging  all  Brethren  to  new 
levels  of  performance  in  accordance 
with  their  spiritual  gifts  and  the 
resources  God  has  provided  us. 
God's  vision  for  our  lives  will  clar- 
ify the  purpose  and  direction  of  our 
lives.  We  are  being  challenged  to 
gi'ow  in  our  Christian  beliefs  and  to 
set  and   accept   new   standards   of 
ministiy  and  action  for  ourselves. 

We  are  blessed  by  God!  We  have  a 
new  chance;  we  have  been  given  a 
renewed  spirit;  we  are  in  a  new  day. 
Welcome  to  the  transforming  life  of 
the  new  millennium!  [tj"! 
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As  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 
moves  into  a  new  millennium, 
it  is  imperative  that  we  realize  our 
full  potential  as  servants  of  an  all- 
powerful,  all-knowing  God.  There  is 
literally  nothing  that  is  beyond  the 
realm  of  God's  ability.  As  His  peo- 
ple, through  the  indwelling  pres- 
ence of  His  Holy  Spirit,  we  become 
the  vessels  of  His  Almighty  power. 
With  this  in  mind  we  can  and  should 
move  ahead  boldly  to  capture  the 
promises  God  has  given  us. 

What  will  the  future  look  like? 

As  a  child,  I  was  fascinated  by 
Flash  Gordon,  Star  Trek,  and  other 
futuristic  television  programs  be- 
cause they  offered  a  glimpse  at  what 
the  future  might  look  like.  Mankind 
has  always  been  intrigued  with  the 
future,  often  stooping  to  using  crys- 
tal balls  and  1-900-Psychic  hotlines 
in  an  effort  to  somehow  get  a  peek 


at  what  the  future  has  in  store. 
Needless  to  say,  I  hold  no  stock  in 
such  approaches.  Rather,  I  believe 
in  a  God  who  knows  the  future.  Who 
better  to  put  our  trust  in  and  who 
better  to  turn  to  when  we  have 
questions  about  the  future?  The  fol- 
lowing is  what  I  believe  is  God's  de- 
sire for  The  Brethren  Church  in  the 
first  decade  of  this  new  millennium. 

Bigger,  better,  bolder! 

I  see  The  Brethren  Church  in  this 
next  decade  as  a  worldwide  church 
with  at  least  175  thriving  congrega- 
tions in  North  America  and  a  mem- 
bership in  the  United  States  of  at 
least  25,000  to  30,000  people.  We 
will  work  hand-in-hand  with  our 
Brethren  churches  around  the 
world  as  together  we  answer  our 
Lord's  Great  Commission  to  "go 
and  make  disciples  of  all  nations" 
(Matt.  28:19).  We  will  no  longer 
view  our  Brethren 
churches  in  other  coun- 
tries as  missions  but 
rather  as  fellow  Brethren 
and  co-laborers  in  a  com- 
mitment to  world  evan- 
gelism. Our  view  of  mis- 
sions will  be  redefined  as 
we  plant  new  churches 
and  support  other  world- 
wide efforts. 

New  service 

and  leadership 

opportunities 

As  The  Brethren 
Church  in  the  United 
States,  we  plan  to  be  ag- 
gressive in  planting  50 
new  churches  within  the 
next  decade.  This  many 
new  churches  will  pro- 
vide enormous  opportu- 
nities for  Brethren  peo- 
ple to  get  involved  in 
both  leadership  and  min- 
istry. Also,  as  each  church 


promotes 
the  concept 
that  "Every 
Member  is 
a  Minister," 
the  result- 
ing growth 
and  renewal 
of  these 
churches 
will  provide 
excellent  op- 
portunities 
for  members 
to  get  in- 
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volved  in  exciting  new  ministries 
within  the  local  church. 

In  order  to  accomplish  this,  we 
will  be  taking  at  least  50  of  our  ex- 
isting churches  through  a  "transfor- 
mational process"  aimed  at  church 
renewal  for  ministry  in  this  millen- 
nium. One  of  the  goals  of  this  pro- 
cess will  be  that  each  of  these  50 
churches  become  a  "mother  church" 
for  one  of  the  50  new  churches  that 
we  will  be  planting. 

In  order  to  accomplish  this,  each  of 
these  churches  will  need  to  actively 
recruit  and  develop  leaders  who  will 
seek  to  serve  in  a  new  church  plant. 
Each  church  will  also  need  to  devel- 
op a  comprehensive  MissionA^ision/ 
Strategy  statement  that  will  lead  to 
its  own  growth  and  renewal  as  well 
as  to  a  desire  to  start  new  churches. 
Statistics  prove  that  when  any 
church  is  active  in  planting  a  new 
church,  the  result  is  almost  always 
growth  for  the  mother  church  as 
well.  It  is  my  hope  that  in  addition 
to  the  work  of  these  50  mother 
churches,  that  every  Brethren  con- 
gregation will  actively  seek  to  be 
involved  in  our  church  planting 
efforts  in  some  way. 

This  kind  of  church  growth  will 
not  be  easy,  but  it  is  possible!  By 
employing  servant  leadership,  ser- 
vant evangelism,  and  dynamic  gift- 
based  ministries  in  all  our  churches. 
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we  can  and  will  see  miraculous  re- 
sults. These  results  will  be  in  direct 
proportion  to  our  faith  in  God,  our 
obedience  to  Him,  and  our  willing- 
ness to  follow  His  leading. 

Active  senior 
and  youth  ministries 

In  this  new  decade  The  Brethren 
Church  will  be  intentional  about  car- 
ing for  and  nurturing  those  within 
our  midst.  In  the  next  ten  years,  as 
the  Baby  Boomer  generation  gets 
older,  we  will  see  increased  need  for 
ministry  with  and  to  "senior  citi- 
zens." Our  churches  must  seek  cre- 
ative ways  to  meet  the  needs  of  a 
rapidly-growing  population  of  older 
adults,  while  at  the  same  time  mak- 
ing adequate  room  for  the  vivid  ex- 
pression and  active  participation  of 
the  younger  generation. 

These  two  segments  of  our  society 
need  not  be  polarized.  In  order  to 
care  for  both,  we  will: 


•  develop  creative  ministries  that 
care  for  and  incorporate  ministry 
to  shut-ins  and  the  elderly; 

•  design  mentor  programs  to  cre- 
atively pass  the  wisdom  of  the 
older  generations  to  members  of 
the  younger  generations; 

•  make  room  for  new  and  different 
ministry  expressions  of  the  young; 

•  develop  ministries  that  will  reach 
young  adults  and  college-age 
young  people. 

Spiritual  vitality 

In  the  process  of  becoming  The 
Brethren  Church  of  the  new  millen- 
nium, we  dare  not  neglect  our  spiri- 
tual heritage.  Our  methods  of  min- 
istry may  change,  but  our  mission 
will  never  change.  We  will  continue 
to  be  a  church  founded  on  faith  and 
devotion  to  God  and  committed  to 
prayer  and  the  study  of  God's  Word 
as  we  share  the  Gospel  message  in 
the    context    of    community    and 


through  compassion  for  others. 

As  we  move  into  this  new  millen- 
nium, the  only  two  things  that  we 
can  be  sure  of  are  that  change  is  a 
universal  constant  and  that  the 
Lord  is  with  us.  The  ministry  oppor- 
tunities in  this  next  century  may  be 
very  similar  to  those  of  the  first  cen- 
tury church  as  we  encounter  a  gen- 
eration of  people  who  have  had  no 
previous  contact  with  the  church  or 
with  the  Gospel.  We  will  certainly 
have  ministry  opportunities  that 
our  parents  and  grandparents  never 
anticipated. 

Since  we  know  that  the  Lord  is 
with  us,  nothing  should  keep  us 
from  bravely  stepping  forward  to 
conquer  this  new  Promised  Land 
that  God  has  promised  us.  "For  I 
know  the  plans  I  have  for  you, "  de- 
clares the  Lord,  "plans  to  prosper 
you  and  not  to  harm  you,  plans  to 
give  you  hope  and  a  future"  (Jere- 
miah 29:11,  at/v).  [i>] 
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DURING  THIS  FIRST  DECADE 
of  the  new  millennium,  The 
Brethren  Church  will  focus  its  ef- 
forts on  kingdom-building  ministries 
in  the  United  States  and  around 
the  world.  I  see  The  Brethren 
Church  again  becoming  a 
going  and  sending 
church,  with  each  con- 
gregation and  every 
person  committed  to 
Great  Commission 
ministries. 

Together    we    will 
plant  new  congrega- 
tions, revitalize  exist 
ing     ones,     strengthen 
growing   churches,    and 
establish  significant  new 
ministries  in  our  com- 
munities,   across    the 
nation,    and    around 
the    world.    We    will 
forge   strategic   part- 
nerships        between 


Brethren  churches,  ministries,  and 
institutions  in  order  to  reach  out 
with  the  Gospel  in  the  name  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  will  work 
with  like-minded  churches  and  min- 
istries for  the  sake  of  God's 
kingdom.  We  will  also 
send  forth  Brethren 
people  with  our  bless- 
ing and  our  support 
when  God  leads 
them  to  serve  with 
other  churches  and 
ministries. 

In     the     United 
States,  we  will  ag- 
gressively plant  new 
Brethren      churches. 
We     expect     Brethren 
districts      and      local 
churches    to    provide 
vision,  direction,  per- 
sonnel,  and   support 
for     these     church 
plants.  The  Mis- 


sionary and 
Congrega- 
tional Min- 
istries Coun- 
cils, working 
together 
with  Ash- 
land Theo- 
logical Sem- 
inary, will 
provide 
leadership, 
resources, 
training,  and 
support  for 
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new  church-planting  and  revitaliza- 
tion  efforts.  We  will  plant  many  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  churches  using  a 
variety  of  methods  in  order  to  reach 
as  many  people  as  possible  with  the 
Gospel.  We  will  plant  new  churches 
in  communities  near  to  existing 
Brethren  churches,  but  we  will  also 
target  areas  new  to  The  Brethren 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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Church.  We  will  establish  beach- 
heads from  which  we  can  plant 
clusters  of  new  churches.  We  will 
also  intentionally  reach  out  to  di- 
verse people  groups  by  planting  at 
least  five  urban  churches  and  five 
Hispanic  churches.  I  believe  that 
we  will  plant  at  least  50  new  Breth- 
ren churches  by  the  year  2010,  and 
that  we  will  influence  the  planting 
of  20  more  churches  through  strate- 
gic partnerships  and  cooperative 
efforts  with  other  Believers'  and 
evangelical  churches. 

International  missions 

Outside  the  United  States,  we  will 
continue  to  develop  our  current 
mission  fields  by  changing  our  role 
from  leadership  to  support  and  en- 
couragement ministries.  We  must 
concentrate  on  developing  indige- 
nous leaders.  We  will  help  The 
Brethren  Church  in  Argentina  plant 
new  churches  at  home  and  develop 
new  mission  fields  in  neighboring 
countries.  We  will  support  and  coop- 
erate with  South  American  Theo- 
logical Seminary  to  produce  leaders 
for  these  new  ministries. 

We  will  also  work  to  establish  a 
ministry  training  school  in  Mexico  to 
provide  leadership  for  church  plant- 
ing and  mission  development  in  that 
country  and  in  Central  America. 
Possibly  this  will  be  done  in  part- 
nership with  South  American  and 
Ashland  Theological  Seminaries. 

We  will  expand  our  mission  work 
in  Malaysia  by  developing  new  lead- 


ers. We  will  explore  opportunities  in 
other  Asian  countries  through  al- 
ready-established relationships  with 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary  and 
through  contacts  with  Filipino 
Brethren  in  Northern  California. 
New  missionary  ministries  in  the 
Pacific  Rim  will  probably  arise  out 
of  partnerships  with  other  existing 
churches  or  missions  and  the  Pacif- 
ic Rim  programs  of  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

We  will  strive  to  increase  support 
and  encouragement  for  Brethren 
Mission  in  India  as  it  continues  to 
multiply  the  number  of  its  churches 
and  ministries.  We  will  concentrate 
on  training  leaders  through  the  ex- 
tension and  residential  Bible  insti- 
tutes; on  building  an  internal  fund- 
ing base  for  core  social  ministries; 
and  on  raising  funds  for  special  pro- 
jects. We  will  also  continue  to  sup- 
port the  missionary  staff — Prasanth 
and  Nirmala  Kumar,  Sudhir  and 
Lathe  Kumar,  and  Vincent  and 
Shanti  Edwin. 

Short-term  missions 

The  Brethren  Church  will  provide 
expanded  opportunities  for  Breth- 
ren to  serve  on  short-term  mission 
teams  both  inside  and  outside  of  the 
United  States.  These  opportunities 
will  introduce  Brethren  people  to 
cross-cultural  disciple-making  at 
home  and  abroad  and  will  help  de- 
velop mission-minded  people  who 
will  give  us  new  vision.  They  will 
challenge  young  and  second-career 


Brethren  to  consider  vocational 
Christian  service.  Short-term  mis- 
sions will  also  increase  involvement 
in  local  ministry  and  leadership  by 
opening  the  eyes  of  participants  to 
new  possibilities  for  Christian  ser- 
vice in  their  own  churches  and  com- 
munities. 

World  Relief 

The  Brethren  Church  will  pursue 
deeper  ties  with  World  Relief  We 
will  recruit  Brethren  people  to  serve 
on  World  Relief  task  forces,  commit- 
tees, and  leadership  boards.  We  will 
deploy  Brethren  people  on  short- 
term  development  and  disaster  re- 
sponse teams.  We  will  actively  par- 
ticipate in  World  Reliefs  United 
States  ministries,  especially  refugee 
resettlement.  We  will  lend  Brethren 
people  to  serve  God  through  World 
Relief  We  will  also  continue  to  grow 
in  our  giving  to  support  World  Re- 
lief ministry  as  local  churches  in  the 
United  States  cooperate  with  local 
churches  around  the  world. 

I  see  The  Brethren  Church  be- 
coming a  growing  and  powerful  tool 
in  the  hands  of  God  to  build  His 
kingdom  on  earth.  I  believe  that  our 
desire  to  serve  God  and  people  will 
bear  great  fruit  in  the  first  decade  of 
this  new  millennium.  I  am  confident 
that  we  possess  the  desire,  gifts,  tal- 
ents, and  resources  to  accomplish 
great  things  through  the  power  of 
God.  Finally,  I  truly  believe  that  we 
also  possess  the  will  to  obey  the 
vision  He  has  given  us.  ['ij'] 


A  look  to  the  past 

What  were  Brethren  at  the  beginning 
of  the  19th  century  saying  about  the 
future  of  The  Brethren  Church?  In  the 
January  3,  1901,  *  issue  of  The  Breth- 
ren Evangelist,  several  prominent  peo- 
ple in  the  church  shared  their  thoughts 
about  the  future.  Following  is  a  sam- 
pling of  what  they  said. 

"The  new  century  ought  to  witness  a 
greater  triumph  of  the  principles  of 
Christ,  ought  to  see  a  more  universal 
acknowledgment  of  them  in  the  lives  of 
men;  ought  to  see  a  more  general  lov- 
ing one's  neighbor  as  one's  self" 

—  R.R.  Teeter,  Brethren  pastor  who 
became  editor  of  the  Evangelist  in  1915. 

*  Brethren  then  were  "purists"  who  be- 
lieved the  new  century  began  in  1901. 


"One  hears  and  reads  much  about  the 
responsibilities  of  the  coming  century, 
as  if  they  would  be  greater  than  they 
were  in  the  past  one,  but  no  one  gives  a 
good  excuse  for  that  theory.  Men  al- 
ways have  been,  and  always  will  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  proper  use  of  all  their 
knowledge  and  possessions;  the  fact 
that  in  a  few  days  from  now  we  will 
write  1901  instead  of  1900  will  not 
change  matters  one  iota." 

—  J.  C.  Cassel,  Brethren  Church  lead- 
er given  the  title  "the  father  of  Brethren 
foreign  missions.  " 


". . .  opportunity  and  obligation  ...  in 
these  two  words  is  contained  the  mes- 
sage of  the  nineteenth  to  the  twentieth 
century." 


"It  is  certainly  true  that  before  the 
church  of  today  lies  the  opportunity  of 
the  ages.  Doors  of  opportunity  are  open 
and  opening  on  every  hand." 

"But  to  the  Christian,  opportunity 
means  obligation.  If  God  opens  to  us  a 
door  of  service  we  are  under  obliga- 
tions to  him  to  enter. . .  .  The  greater  the 
opportunity  the  greater  the  obligation!" 

"We  can  never  hope  to  see  a  great 
spiritual  awakening  in  America  today 
until  the  church  sets  about  to  obey  the 
last  command  of  its  rightful  head." 

—  William  D.  Furry,  Ashland  College 
professor  of  philosophy  and  later  pres- 
ident (1911-19)  and  dean  (1919-33). 
<> 


"There  was  a  time  when  men  said  we 
[The  Brethren  Church]  had  no  reason 

(continued  on  page  7) 
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Dear  Ladies, 

Today  as  I  write  to  you  I  am  look- 
ing out  my  window  at  a  sky  which 
truly  looks  "wintery."  There  are 
blue  patches,  but  there  are  also 
large  white  clouds  with  dark  under- 
sides which  mean  some  snow.  Sur- 
rounding areas  have  received  some 
measurable  snowfall;  although 
there  have  been  flurries  here,  we 
have  been  spared  any  amount  of  the 
white  stuff 

From  my  window  I  also  see  many 
birds  as  they  feast  at  our  bird  feed- 
ers. So  far  we  have  seen  chickadees, 
flickers,  nuthatches,  blue  jays, 
doves,  cardinals,  purple  and  yellow 
finches,  a  pigeon  hawk,  and  the  in- 
evitable sparrows.  Don  wonders 
why  we  must  feed  the  sparrows.  Oc- 
casionally I  need  to  remind  him  that 
God  made  them  and  they  need  to 
eat  just  like  the  more  beautiful  and 
exotic  varieties!  They  are  all  so  in- 
teresting and  I  love  watching  them. 

Speaking  of  eating,  we  just  experi- 
enced the  biggest  "eating"  day  of 
the  year!  I  must  admit  I  thoroughly 
enjoyed  the  wonderful  variety  of 
food  that  Tracy,  other  family  mem- 
bers, and  guests  contributed  to  a 
grand  Thanksgiving  feast.  Even 
more  wonderful  than  the  food  was 
the  fellowship  we  enjoyed  as  chil- 
dren of  a  loving  Heavenly  Father. 

Now  I  consider  the  jumble  of  ac- 
tivities which  are  scheduled  in  De- 
cember: Sunday  School  class  par- 
ties, the  W.M.S.  meeting,  cantata 
rehearsals,  dinner  for  the  Senior 
(continued  on  page  3) 


GOD'S  WORK  IN  INDIA 

An  inspirational  talk  given  by  Linda  Immel 
General  Conference,  August  5,  1999 

".  .  .  they  gathered  the  church  together  and  reported 
all  that  God  had  done  through  them  ..."  Acts  14:27  (NIV) 


On  July  3rd  my  family  (husband 
Keith,  daughter  Joyce,  and  I)  joined 
11  Youth  for  Christ  (YFC)  people  for 
a  short-term  mission  trip  to  India. 
We  had  no  idea  what  we  were  in  for, 
but  we  knew  God  had  called  us  and 
we  knew  He  would  be  with  us. 
Today  we  feel  somewhat  like  Paul 
on  his  missionary  travels.  Joyce  and 
I  want  to  tell  you  what  GOD  did 
through  us.  And  we  are  dressed  in 
our  Indian  saris,  which  Nirmala 
showed  us  how  to  wrap. 

We  went  to  India  with  YFC  to  help 
construct  a  dormitory  building  for 
homeless  boys.  It  was  very  hard 
work  with  very  few  tools  and  equip- 
ment, and  the  weather  was  very  hot 
and  dry.  I  realized  after  the  first 
morning  that  God  had  not  sent  me 
to  India  to  do  construction!  The  sec- 
ond morning  when  we  arrived  at  the 
work  site,  I  grabbed  a  bucket  and 
headed  out  to  the  well,  because  that 
was  the  easiest  job.  Esakkiel,  one  of 
the  YFC  workers,  was  at  the  well 
pumping  water  and  singing  a  song, 
"Every  single  cell  in  my  body  is  .  .  . ," 
and  I'm  thinking  "aching,"  because 
that's  what  my  body  was  doing. 
Instead  he  was  singing: 

Every  single  cell  in  my  body  is 
happy, 

Every  single  cell  in  my  body  is 
well. 

Thank  you,  Lord,  I  feel  so  good, 

Every  single  cell  in  my  body  is 
well. 

That  was  the  attitude  of  the 
Christians  we  met  in  India.  No  mat- 
ter what  they  go  through,  they  love 
the  Lord  and  sing  His  praises. 

After   our    10   days   in   southern 


India,  we  traveled  to  the  Brethren 
Mission.  We  boarded  the  train  at 
Madras  and  arrived  in  Rajah- 
mundry  11  hours  later.  Believe  me, 
we  were  very  thankful  to  see  Pra- 
santh  Kumar  there  waiting  for  us! 
We  were  privileged  to  be  the  guests 
of  Prasanth  and  Nirmala  in  their 
home.  We  met  their  son,  Sudhir;  his 
wife,  Latha;  and  their  daughter, 
Sherill;  and  we  had  a  wonderful 
time  visiting  with  all  of  them. 

We  didn't  realize  how  big  the 
Brethren  Mission  really  is.  First  we 
visited  the  Tailoring  School  where 
about  30  young  women  attend  class- 
es for  one  year.  Each  day  begins 
with  devotions  and  prayer  and,  even 
though  many  are  Hindu,  about  one- 
half  will  come  to  believe  in  Jesus 
through  the  teaching  they  receive  at 
the  Tailoring  School.  The  Reading 
Room  is  for  the  public  to  come  to 
read  the  newspaper,  magazines,  and 
Christian  literature.  About  25  peo- 
ple use  it  daily. 

At  the  Typing  Institute  eight  stu- 
dents were  hard  at  work.  They  use 
manual  typewriters  because  the 
electricity  is  so  unreliable,  yet  they 
will  learn  the  skills  needed  to  work 
in  an  office  as  a  bookkeeper  or  sec- 
retary. That  evening  we  toured  the 
Brethren  Clinic  where  people  come 
from  miles  away  to  receive  free  ser- 
vices and  medicines.  The  doctor  sees 
about  100  patients  each  night.  In 
each  place  The  Brethren  Church  is 
not  only  meeting  the  needs  of  people 
now,  but  also  is  giving  them  Jesus 
for  eternity  through  example,  devo- 
tion, and  prayer. 

(continued  on  page  4) 
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President  —  Cynthia  Stout,  7412  S.  800  E, 
Frankfort,  IN  46041.  Phone:  765-566- 
3217 


Vice    President    —    Helen    Garner,    510 

Hawthorn  Trail,  North  Manchester,  IN 

46962.  Phone:  219-982-1807 
Secretary-Treasurer  —  Joy  Zook,  118  Wal- 
nut St.,  Wabash,  IN  46992.  Phone:  219- 

563-6691 
Ass't   Secretary-Treasurer  —  Pat   Lusch, 

1841    Riverside    Dr.,    Huntington,    IN 

46750.  Phone:  219-356-3384 
Financial  Secretary  —  Linda  Immel,  2001 

East  Street,  North  Manchester,  IN  46962. 

Phone:  219-982-8238 
Ass't  Financial  Secretary  —  Sandra  Sharp, 

6881  E.  May  St.,  Leesburg,  IN  46538. 

Phone:  219-834-4601 

Central 

President  —  Melva  Staples,  PO.  Box  296, 

581  N.  Main  Ave.,  #  2,  Milledgeville,  IL 

61051 
Vice  President  —  Anita  Hollewell,  RD  2, 

Box  11,  Lanark,  IL  61046 
Secretary-Treasurer   —   Gini    Hutchison, 

5085  Otter  Creek  Dr.,  Milledgeville,  IL 

61051 

Midwest 

President  —  Sarah  Hanna,  310  S.  Central, 

Mulvane,  KS  67110 
Vice  President  —  Shirley  Powell,  RD  1,  Box 

118,  Longton,  KS  67352 
Secretary-Treasurer  —  Marilyn  Minor,  RD 

3,  Box  440,  Fort  Scott,  KS  66701 

Southwest 

President  —  Clara  Stigers,  4160  E.  Burns, 
Tucson,  AZ  85711.  Phone:  520-323-0215 

Vice  President  —  Marie  Fanning,  5772  E. 
Seneca,  Tucson,  AZ  85712 

Secretary-Treasurer  —  Ina  Williams,  4359 
E.  Blanton  Rd.,  Tucson,  AZ  85712 

Northern  California 

President  —  None 


LOCAL  SOCIETIES 

Names  and  Addresses  of 
W.M.S.  Presidents 

Florida  District 

Sarasota  Day  —  June  Shaw,  625  Caruso 
Place,  Sarasota,  FL  34237.  Phone:  941- 
955-9241 

Sarasota  Evening  —  Eileen  Higgins,  3176 
Aspinwall  St.,  Sarasota,  FL  34237 

Southeastern  District 

Bethlehem  —  Edna  Logan,  5594  Logans 
Hill  Lane,  Bridgewater,  VA  22812.  Phone: 
540-828-3914 

Cumberland  —  Vergie  Greenawalt,  917 
Maryland  Ave.,  Cumberland,  MD  21502. 
Phone:  301-724-1105 

Hagerstown  —  Julia  Humelsine,  324  Avon 
Rd.,  Hagerstown,  MD  21740.  Phone:  301- 
733-8680 

Linwood  —  Virginia  Hook,  3046  Old  Wash- 
ington Rd.,  Westminster,  MD  21157. 
Phone:  410-848-5587 

Maurertown  —  Elsie  Mogle,  636  Moose  Rd., 
Woodstock,  VA  22664.  Phone:  540-459- 
3204 

Oak  Hill  —  Lois  Robinson,  105  Miller  Ave., 
Oak  Hill,  WV  25901.  Phone:  304-469- 
4806 

Southeast  Christian  Fellowship  —  (Inac- 
tive) —  Helen  Cooksey,  1111  Clark  Ave., 
Waldorf  MD  20602.  Phone:  301-843-8994 

St.  James  —  Lindin  Easterday,  17249  Lap- 
pans  Rd.,  Hagerstown,  MD  21740 

St.  Luke  —  Hilda  Racey,  Edinburg,  VA 
22824.  Phone:  540-459-4128 


Pennsylvania  District 

Berlin  —  Rae  Hoffman,  912  N.  Broadway, 

Berlin,  PA  15530.  Phone:  814-267-4171 
Brush  Valley  —  Irene  Tarr,  Rt.  1,  Adrian, 

PA  16210.  Phone:  724-548-1955 
Cameron  —  Jean  Rayle,   93   Penn  Ave., 

Cameron,  WV   26033.   Phone:   304-686- 

3782 
Highland   Park   (Fairless   Hills)   —  Judy 

Hoffman,   282   Wyandotte  Rd.,   Fairless 

Hills,  PA  19030.  Phone:  215-949-2623 
Highland  —  Marilyn  Reynard,  583  High- 
land  Ridge   Rd.,   Marianna,   PA    15345. 

Phone:  724-267-3445 
Johnstown  II  —  Nancy  Grumbling,    179 

Bond  St.,  Johnstown,  PA  15902.  Phone: 

814-288-6115 
Johnstown  III  —  Dolores  Golby,  402  Nor- 
wood  Gardens,   Johnstown,   PA   15905. 

Phone:  814-255-5477 
Masontown  —  Mary  Davis,  400  Locust  St., 

Masontown,  PA  15461.  Phone:  412-583- 

7818 
Meyersdale  —  Lee  Ann  Yoder,  1362  Moun- 
tain Rd.,  Meyersdale,  PA  15552.  Phone: 

814-634-5107 
Pleasant  View  —  Aldine  Young,  Rt.  1,  Box 

183,  Vandergrift,  PA  15690.  Phone:  724- 

568-2401 
Raystown   —   Bonita    Chamberlain,    166 

Lime  Kiln  Rd.,  Saxton,  PA  16678.  Phone: 

814-928-5149 
Sarver  —  Marsha  Nulph,  361  Stoney  Hol- 
low Rd.,  Cabot,  PA  16023.  Phone:  724- 

352-3528 
Sergeantsville  —  Doris  Culberson,  Box  67, 

Sergeantsville,    NJ   08557.    Phone:    609- 

397-3120 
Valley  —  Vera  Schroyer,  Rt.   3,  Box  449, 

Acme,  PA  15610.  Phone:  724-593-2364 
Vinco  —   Florene   "Gussie"   Taylor,    1143 

Walter  St.,  Nanty  Glo,  PA  15943.  Phone: 

814-749-7256 
Wayne  Heights  —  Lorinda  Schildt,  222  S. 

Oiler    Ave.,    Waynesboro,    PA    17268. 

Phone:  717-762-5786 
White  Dale  —  Rita  Varner,  RO.  Box  414, 

Kingwood,  WV  26537.   Phone:   304-329- 

2533 

Ohio  District 

Brethren   Bible  —   Karen   Moran,    7852 

Georgetown    St.,    NE,    Louisville,    OH 

44641.  Phone:  330-875-2630 
Columbus  —  Patricia  Morris,  4915  Botsford 

Dr.,  Columbus,  OH  43232.  Phone:  614- 

861-3003 
Fremont  —  Marcia  Miller,  216  S.  Park  Ave., 

Fremont,    OH   43420.    Phone:   419-332- 

0531 


THE  WOMEN'S  OUTLOOK 
NEWSLETTER 

Published  bimonthly  in  January,  March, 
May,  July,  September,  and  November  by 
the  Women's  Missionary  Society  of  The 
Brethren  Church. 

Mrs.  Dorman  (Joan)  Ronk,  Editor 
1325  Coachman  Court 
Ashland,  Ohio  44805 

Subscription  price,  $7.50  per  year  in 
advance. 

Send  all  subscriptions  to  Mrs.  Robert 
Kroft,  608  Twp.  Road  1151,  RD  5,  Ash- 
land, OH  44805. 


Women's  Outlook  Newsletter 


Garber  —  Donna  Stoffer,   1509  Old  Post 

Rd.,  Ashland,  OH  44805.  Phone:  419-281- 

3710 
Gratis  —  Ruth  Focht,  8947  S.  Preble  Co. 

Line    Rd.,    Germantown,    OH    45327. 

Phone:  937-787-3860 
Gretna  Gleaners  —  Nettie  Hudson,  4653 

OR  11,  Bellefontaine,  OH  43311.  Phone: 

937-592-9163 
Newark  —  Florence  Crist,  66  Roe  Ave., 

Newark,  OH  43055 
New  Lebanon  Afternoon  —  Pat  Boos,  718 

Greyhound  Dr,  New  Lebanon,  OH  45345 
New   Lebanon   Evening  —  Jody   Hypes, 

11151  Old  Dayton  Rd.,  New  Lebanon,  OH 

45345.  Phone:  927-687-2316 
North  Georgetown  Afternoon,  Carrie  Stof- 
fer —  Alice  Kensinger,  33  Boxwood  Dr., 

Beloit,  OH  44609.  Phone:  330-938-9133 
North  Georgetown  Evening,  Evelyn  Mercer 

—  Pat  McArtor,  3742  Knox  School  Rd., 

Homeworth,  OH  44634 
Park  St.  Faith  —  Pauline  Benshoff,  1317 

Lake  Dr.,  Ashland,   OH  44805.   Phone: 

419-962-4646 
Park  St.  Hope  —  Shirley  Black,  702  Smith 

Rd.,  Ashland,  OH  44805.  Phone:  419-289- 

0370 
Park  St.  Joy  —  Karen  Weidenhamer,  631 

Buena  Vista,  Ashland,  OH  44805.  Phone: 

419-289-0096 
Trinity  Jr   —  Geneva  Price,   5930   Nella 

Ave.,    NW,    North   Canton,    OH   44720. 

Phone:  330-494-2885 
Trinity  Sr  —  Pauline  Miller,  2618  Wertz 

Ave.,  Canton,  OH  44708.  Phone:  330-453- 

1774 
Williamstown  —  Barbara  Main,  6781  SR  12 

W,  Findlay  OH  45840.  Phone:  419-422- 

3069 

Indiana  District 

Ardmore  —  Bette  Braun,  934  Roberts  St., 

South  Bend,  IN  46615.  Phone:  219-288- 

7013 
Brighton  Chapel  —  Leona  Long,  5455  N. 

610  E.,  Howe,  IN  46746.  Phone:  219-562- 

3074 
BurUngton  —  Tonya  Powell,  RO.  Box  327, 

Burlington,  IN  46915.  Phone:   765-566- 

3432 
Bryan  I  —  Joan  Bechtol,  07578  St.  Rt.  576, 

Montpelier,  OH  43543.  Phone:  419-636- 

4887 
Bryan  Susannah  —  Gina  Dietrich,  3482 

Ney-Williams  Center  Rd.,  Ney,  OH  43549. 

Phone:  419-658-2101 
College  Corner  —  Tamie  White,  2817  W. 

850  S,  Wabash,  IN  46992.  Phone:  765- 

981-4557 
Corinth  —  Lois   Thomson,    5751   N.    CR 

800  E,  Logansport,  IN  46947.  Phone:  219- 

664-2729 
Cornerstone  —  Joan  Merrill,  9300  S.  SR  3, 

Muncie,  IN  47302.  Phone:  765-289-2384 
County  Line  Hadassah  &  Hannah  —  Carol 

Moore,  11812  W  7th  B.  Rd.,  Plymouth,  IN 

46563.  Phone:  219-936-7257 
Dutchtown  —  Sandra  Sharp,  6881  E.  May 

St.,  Leesburg,  IN  46538.  Phone:  219-834- 

4601. 
Flora  —  June  Clem,   126  W  Walnut  St., 

Flora,  IN  46929.  Phone:  219-967-3973 
Goshen  Chantal  —  Deb  Parker,  58574  Ox 

Bow  Dr,  Elkhart,  IN  46516.  Phone:  219- 

875-6440 
Goshen  Regina  —  Pat  Wogoman,  506  Park- 
wood  Ct.,  Goshen,  IN  46526.  Phone:  219- 

533-3934.  Co-president  —  Dorothy  Park- 
er, 56825  Brightwood  Blvd.,  Elkhart,  IN 

46516 
Huntington  —  Peg  Stahl,  1413  S.  Jefferson 

St.,  Huntington,  IN  46750 

January-February  2000 


Loree  I  —  Anita  Bucher,  Rt.  5,  Box  44, 

Peru,  IN  46970.  Phone:  765-689-7130 
Loree  Charity  —  Carol  Warner,  PO.  Box 

505,  Bunker  Hill,  IN  46914.  Phone:  765- 

689-8782 
Meadowcrest  —  Chris  Chaille,  9335  Robin 

Meadow  Place,  Fort  Wayne,  IN  46835. 

Phone:  219-485-0787 
Mexico  —  Sue  Nutt,  Rt.  3,  Box  110,  Peru, 

IN  46970.  Phone:  765-985-3658 
Milford  —  Barbara  Wuthrich,  PO.  Box  151, 

Milford,  IN  46542.  Phone:  219-658-4451 
Nappanee  —  Jeanie  Dudley,  702  E.  John 

St.,  Nappanee,  IN  46550.  Phone:  219-773- 

4331 
New  Paris  —  Cindy  Hanson,  RO.  Box  117, 

New  Paris,  IN  46553.  Phone:  219-831- 

2766 
North   Manchester   Hadassah   —    Gerry 

Eberly,    104  Wild   Cherry   Lane,   North 

Manchester,  IN  46962 
North  Manchester  Joy  —  Helen  Garner, 

510  Hawthorn  Trail,  North  Manchester, 

IN  46962.  Phone:  219-982-1807 
North  Manchester   Circle   of  Friends   — 

Linda  Immel,  2001  East  St.,  North  Man- 
chester, IN  46562.  Phone:  219-982-8238 
Oakville  —  Julia  Lee,  RO.  Box  23,  Oakville, 

IN  47367.  Phone:  765-284-5044 
Peru  —  Kathy  Keck,  12  S.  Clay  St.,  Peru, 

IN  46970.  Phone:  765-473-7284 
Roann  —  LuAnn  Layton,  6877  W  400  N., 

Wabash,  IN  46992.  Phone:  765-833-7612 
Roanoke  —  Sharon  Williams,  RO.  Box  33, 

Roanoke,  IN  46783.  Phone:  219-672-3252 
South   Bend  —   Bev   Baker,    1127   Byron 

Drive,  South  Bend,  IN  46614.  Phone:  219- 

291-1212 
Tiosa  —  Dorcas  Van  Duyne,  6722  E.  200  N, 

Rochester,   IN   46975.   Phone:    219-223- 

7473 
Wabash  —  Nancy  Snyder,  518  Gillen  Ave., 

Wabash,  IN  46992.  Phone:  219-563-6300 
Warsaw  —  Lois  Garber,  715  E.  Clark,  War- 
saw, IN  46582.  Phone:  219-267-5272 

Central  District 

Cerro  Gordo  —  Elaine  Dresbach,   Cerro 

Gordo,  IL  61818 
Hammond  Ave.  —  Carolyn  Waters,  2345 

Fairway    Lane,    Waterloo,    lA    50701. 

Phone:  319-234-6910 
Lanark  Neoma  —  Lenorah  Gordon,  322  S. 

Argyle,  Lanark,  IL  61046.  Phone:  815- 

493-2469 
Milledgeville  —  Marian  Haugh,  220  W  8th 

St.,  PO.  Box  663,  Milledgeville,  IL  61051. 

Phone:  815-225-7741 
Milledgeville   Hearts   of  Praise   —  Jane 

Long,  21932  Fulfs  Rd.,  SterHng,  IL  61081. 

Phone:  815-336-2492 

Midwest  District 

Falls  City  —  Linda  Berkley  PO.  Box  102, 
Morrill,  KS  66515.  Phone:  785-459-2539 

Fort  Scott  —  Carole  Minor,  1421  S.  Mar- 
grove,  Fort  Scott,  KS  66701.  Phone:  316- 
223-1938 

Mulvane  —  Thelma  Adams,  Rt.  2,  Box  162, 
Udall,  KS  67148.  Phone:  316-782-3508 

Southwest  District 

Tucson  Faith,  Hope,  Charity  —  Iris  McKin- 
ney,  6717  Calle  Mercurio,  Tucson,  AZ 
85710.  Phone:  520-747-2253 

Northern  California  District 

Carson  Oaks  —  Virginia  Edwards,  1728 
Greely  Way  Stockton,  CA  95207.  Phone: 
209-957-  8443 


The  President's  Pen  (continued) 

Saints,  and  caroling  at  the  nursing 
homes  and  to  the  shut-ins.  In  the 
midst  of  all  these  activities  we  are 
getting  ready  for  Dave  and  his  fam- 
ily to  come  home  on  furlough.  That 
will  be  a  highlight  of  our  season. 

We  are  praying  for  safe  flights 
from  Chisinau  in  Moldova,  to  Buda- 
pest, New  York,  Chicago,  and  finally 
to  South  Bend.  Jonathan  will  cele- 
brate his  seventh  birthday  the  day 
after  their  long  journey  and  this  will 
be  his  first  birthday  to  be  spent  with 
grandparents.  Even  more  important 
than  celebrating  Jonathan's  birth- 
day is  the  celebration  of  the  birth- 
day of  God's  Son  together  as  a  fam- 
ily. What  a  blessing  that  will  be! 

Only  one  week  after  Jesus'  birth- 
day will  come  that  day  when  the 
new  millennium  begins.  It's  amaz- 
ing to  me  how  little  we  have  heard 
about  having  and  exercising  faith 
during  this  time.  Should  we  not  ex- 
pect that  our  loving  God,  who  creat- 
ed the  world  and  all  in  it  and  has 
sustained  it  for  more  than  6,000 
years,  will  get  us  safely  into  January 
1,  2000?  He  is  able— we  know  that. 

Let's  approach  the  new  millen- 
nium with  confidence,  standing  firm 
on  His  promise  that  He  will  never 
leave  nor  forsake  us.  This  is  my 
prayer  for  you.  God  bless. 


Charlene  Rowser 

NOW  SEE  THIS 

Dear  Ladies, 

Many  of  you  do  wonderful  sewing 
projects  throughout  the  year,  and  I 
have  two  new  patterns  to  give  you 
some  other  options. 

First,  two  sizes  of  preemie  gown 
patterns.  These  can  be  made  for 
your  local  Crisis  Pregnancy  Center 
or  the  neonatal  unit  in  your  hospi- 
tals. Soft  fabrics  are  used  for  these 
— the  easiest  being  interlock  knits. 

Second,  two  patterns  for  chemo- 
therapy turbans.  These  would  be  good 
to  give  to  your  local  Cancer  Society, 
radiation  centers,  or  oncologists. 
These  are  also  made  from  soft  knits. 

If  you  are  interested  in  either  or 
both  of  these  patterns,  please  con- 
tact me. 

God  bless  you, 
Joan  Merrill,  9300  S  SR  3 

Muncie,  IN  47302;  765-289-2384 
e-mail:  joanmerrill(a^juno.com 


God's  Word  (continued) 

Of  course  we  visited  the  orphan- 
ages, too.  First  the  girls'.  The  31 
girls  had  dressed  up  in  their  school 
uniforms  for  our  visit.  Six  did  a 
dance  in  our  honor.  It  was  really 
neat!  We  sang  for  them  and  we  were 
going  to  see  their  rooms,  but  the 
electricity  went  off,  so  we  didn't  get 
to  do  that.  However,  we  went  up  on 
the  roof  where  we  gave  each  of  the 
girls  a  simple  gift.  They  enjoyed 
playing  with  the  balloons  and  bub- 
bles. These  are  things  that  seem  so 
small  to  us,  but  the  girls  were  very 
excited  to  receive  these  small  gifts. 

We  also  went  to  the  boys'  orphan- 
age and  spent  time  playing  with  the 
46  boys  there.  They  have  a  genera- 
tor, so  we  did  have  lights.  Each  boy 
has  a  small  wooden  box  where  he 
keeps  his  belongings:  school  books, 
an  extra  shirt,  a  toothbrush,  a  pair 
of  shoes,  his  sleeping  mat,  and 
maybe  one  toy.  The  thing  was,  they 
seemed  to  be  so  happy  even  though 
they  have  so  little.  Kids  in  America 
don't  appreciate  everything  they 
have. 

Sunday  morning  we  led  the  wor- 
ship service  at  the  Brethren  Church. 
Nirmala  introduced  me  as  the  old 
lady  of  the  group,  which  I  think 
(hope)  was  a  sign  of  respect!  Pastor 
Kurt  Stout  preached  the  sermon, 
through  the  help  of  our  interpreter, 
Prasanth.  We  were  amazed  that 
there  were  almost  as  many  people 
outside  the  church  as  inside.  The 
Kumars  pray  that  someday  they  will 
have  the  funds  to  expand  the  church 
building.  In  the  evening  we  traveled 
to  a  village  to  worship.  About  50 
people  prayed  to  accept  Jesus  into 
their  hearts — it  was  a  wonderful 
experience.  The  Brethren  pastor  of 
that  village  said  he  would  visit  each 
home  to  follow  up  with  those  who 
prayed. 

Monday  we  participated  in  the  or- 
dination service  for  two  new  Breth- 
ren pastors.  Over  200  pastors  came 
for  this  special  service  and  for  the 
Pastors'  Conference  that  followed. 
Prasanth  told  us  they  like  to  pre- 
sent three  things  to  each  of  the 
newly-ordained  pastors:  a  Bible,  a 
flashlight  (which  is  very  needed  in 
the  villages),  and  a  bicycle  to  make 
his  travel  easier. 

We  also  found  that  God  used  us 
during  the  worst  of  situations  as 


witnesses  for  Himself  Brian  Cum- 
mins from  the  Bryan,  OH,  Brethren 
Church  became  very  ill  and  had  to 
be  hospitalized.  We  were  thankful 
that  Prasanth  and  Sudhir  were  with 
us  to  make  arrangements  for  Brian. 
Throughout  the  day  as  we  would  go 
into  the  hospital  to  pray  with  him, 
Brian  had  opportunities  to  witness 
to  the  nurses  and  doctors  about  why 
we  were  in  India  and  how  God  was 
taking  care  of  him.  Isn't  our  God 
great! 

The  Brethren  in  India  believe 
greatly  in  the  power  of  prayer.  The 
praying  hands  on  top  of  the  Prayer 
Tower  at  the  church  can  be  seen  far 
away,  and  24  hours  a  day  two  Breth- 
ren pastors  are  there  praying  for  the 
people  of  India.  They  pray  that  their 
country  will  come  to  know  the  sal- 
vation of  God  through  His  Son, 
Jesus  Christ.  Across  the  road  from 
the  Prayer  Tower  is  a  Hindu  temple 
to  the  god  of  blood.  Before  the 
Prayer  Tower  was  dedicated,  there 
were  many  accidents  there,  and  the 
Hindu  people  accepted  this  as  a  way 
to  please  this  god.  Since  the  Tower's 
dedication,  there  have  been  none. 
Now  the  people  see  that  the  Chris- 
tian God  is  mightier  than  the  Hindu 
god  of  blood.  Each  Friday  evening 
the  Brethren  gather  to  fast  and 
pray,  and  the  last  Friday  of  the 
month  they  pray  all  through  the 
night.  My  challenge  to  you  is  that 
you  would  commit  to  fast  and  pray 
through  one  meal  a  week,  remem- 
bering to  pray  for  our  missionaries 
around  the  world. 

Nirmala  sent  personal  greetings 
and  sincere  appreciation  for  the 
many  cards,  letters,  and  other  sup- 
port you  give  for  the  orphans  and 
pastors. 

Here  are  a  few  suggestions  of  ad- 
ditional help:  sponsor  an  orphan  for 
$21  per  month;  or  a  Brethren  pastor 
for  $35  per  month;  or  a  one-time  gift 
of  $50  for  a  bicycle.  Most  of  all,  con- 
tinue to  pray. 

Thank  you  for  allowing  me  to 
share  our  mission  trip  with  you. 
And  may  God  bless  each  of  you. 


%t  lditt>r's  hiding 

Dear  Friend, 

At  Conference  in  August  we  en- 
joyed talking  with  and  listening  to 
the  Immels  describe  their  short- 
term  missions  trip  to  India.  Their 
enthusiasm  is  contagious!  Linda 
and  her  family  would  love  to  come 
to  your  church  to  tell  you  more  of 
their  travel  and  of  God's  work  in 
India.  Their  address  is  2001  East 
Street,  North  Manchester,  IN 
46962;  phone:  219-982-8238;  e-mail: 
Linda_Immel(5)MCS.K12.IN.US 

On  vacation,  I  read  the  classic 
Abide  in  Christ  by  Andrew  Mur- 
ray. It  is  a  devotional  book  with  31 
daily  meditations,  based  on  many 
Scripture  verses,  encouraging  the 
believer  who  abides  in  Christ.  Al- 
though the  book  was  originally  writ- 
ten in  1885,  I  found  an  inexpensive 
reprint  from  1979. 

Frequently  we  sing  the  hymn 
"Abide  with  Me,"  but  Mr.  Murray 
admonishes  us  to  abide  in  Christ — 
and  there  is  a  difference.  This  ex- 
presses the  joy  of  being  in  God's 
presence  every  moment  of  every  day. 

On  Day  14  the  reading  relates  to 
the  Children  of  Israel  who  received 
manna  each  morning  and  that  sus- 
tenance was  enough  for  the  day. 
Just  as  the  Israelites  gathered  the 
day's  physical  food  in  the  morning, 
so  should  we  gather  spiritual  food  in 
the  morning.  Time  spent  when  we 
feed  on  the  Word  from  God  gives  us 
the  firm  foundation  for  the  day.  This 
helps  us  to  abide  in  Him. 

To  you  who  aren't  in  the  habit  of 
morning  devotions,  I  have  probably 
heard  your  excuse.  Get  up  five  min- 
utes earlier,  carry  Bible  verses  on 
cards  in  your  pocket  or  purse  for 
thinking  en  route  to  work.  I  found 
the  axiom  was  true,  "If  you're  too 
busy  to  spend  time  with  God,  you 
are  too  busy."  Time  is  one  of  God's 
gifts  and  we  should  be  good  stewards. 

This  could  be  a  new  resolution  for 
you  in  2000.  Instead  of  sending  a  re- 
quest to  God  via  a  prayer,  receive  a 
message  from  Him  via  a  Bible  verse 
card. 

Your  friend, 

/J'tfL-^t^'^^ — 

^         Joan 
Women's  Outlook  Newsletter 
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What  do  Brethren  in  local  churches 
think  about  the  future  of  The  Brethren 
Church  in  the  new  millennium.  To  get 
their  opinions,  several  questions  were 
sent  by  e-mail  to  more  than  150  Breth- 
ren on  the  National  Office  e-mail  list. 
Thirteen  people  responded.  Overall 
their  answers  were  very  positive.  Un- 
fortunately, space  does  not  permit  in- 
cluding everything  they  wrote.  But 
here  are  several  of  the  questions  and  a 
sampling  of  their  responses. 

Question:  What  are  your 
thoughts  about  the  future  of  The 
Brethren  Church  as  we  reach 
this  major  milestone  and  begin 
the  year  2000? 

I  am  excited  about  the  church  in 
this  next  century!  God  is  still  on  His 
throne  and  is  working  in  and  through 
His  church.  My  prayer  and  hope  for 
individual  Brethren  churches  is  (not 
necessarily  in  any  order):  (1)  Pas- 
toral and  personal  renewal;  (2)  Ap- 
proaching ministry  in  a  progressive, 
intentional,  and  culturally  relevant 
manner  (1  Cor  9:22),  which  means 
a  willingness  to  change  (standing  on 
principles,  not  preferences)  and  at- 
tempting new  approaches  to  reach 
the  next  generation(s)  for  Christ; 
(3)  Having  God's  heart  for  lost  peo- 
ple;   (4)    Opening  our   hearts   and 


doors  (church  and  homes)  to  those 
of  different  cultures,  nationalities, 
walks  of  life;  (5)  Becoming  even 
more  a  people  of  prayer. 

—  Lee  Solomon,  Dean  of  Institutional 
Development,  Ashland  Theological  Sem- 
inary 

The  key  for  the  Brethren  in  the  next 
several  years  will  be  seen  in  our  will- 
ingness to  submit  to  the  One  respon- 
sible for  building  His  church.  Are  we 
on  our  knees,  in  the  Word,  washing 
one  another's  feet,  and  loving  the 
unlovable"?  Truly  the  Lord  must  re- 
joice over  people  like  that  whom  He 
can  use  to  build  his  kingdom.  .  .  . 

One  bit  of  encouragement:  If  we 
truly  believe  that  our  youth  are  our 
next  leaders,  then  let  us  seek  to  let 
our  church  budgets  reflect  such  a 
thought.  A  dynamic  youth  program 
would  radically  hit  The  Brethren 
Church  in  such  a  way  that  we  would 
not  know  what  hit  us! 

—  Eric  Bargerhuff,  doctoral  student. 
Trinity  Evangelical  Divinity  School 

We  are  standing  on  the  precipice 
of  great  blessing.  (1)  The  very  medi- 
um [e-mail]  by  which  I  am  writing 
you  could  make  it  possible  for  us  to 
share  with  one  another  and  unite 
the  Brethren  as  never  before  if  used 


A  look  to  the  past 

(continued  from  page  6) 
for  existence.  But  as  the  years  have 
passed  it  has  begun  to  dawn  that  we  do 
occupy  a  unique  place  among  the  de- 
nominations. Two  tendencies  are  evi- 
dent. We  have  ceased  to  be  as  exclusive 
as  the  German  Baptists  from  whom  we 
sprang.  And  yet  we  stand  among  the 
church  of  the  world  as  champions  of 
great  Bible  truths  neglected  by  them. 

"On  the  other  hand  we  have  ceased 
to  believe  that  we  are  the  only  people 
who  will  be  saved.  And  on  the  other, 


we  have  stood  with  unflinching  fidelity 
to  the  great  truths  for  which  the  Breth- 
ren were  first  organized  in  Germany." 
—  J.L.  Gillian,  Brethren  scholar,  pas- 
tor, and  later  Ashland  College  profes- 
sor and  president  (1907-11) 

<> 


"The  boundary  between  the  church 
and  the  world  today  is  but  an  imaginary 
line,  instead  of  an  impassable  barrier 
fixed  by  the  Christ  himself" 

—  J.  C.  Mackev,  Brethren  pastor,  pres- 
ident of  Ashland  College  (1897-1889), 
and  later  a  teacher  at  the  college. 


right.  (2)  The  very  decline  of  the 
church  must  eventually  make  peo- 
ple do  some  waking  up.  Perhaps 
some  God-loving  people  will  stand 
up  in  enough  numbers  to  make  a 
difference.  .  .  . 

—  Ralph  John,  pastor.  Quiet  Dell,  Pa., 
and  Cameron,  W.  Va.,  Brethren  Churches. 

Question:  Are  you  optimistic 
about  the  future  of  The  Breth- 
ren Church  in  the  21st  century? 
If  so,  why? 

Absolutely,  positively  optimistic 
about  the  future  of  The  Brethren 
Church!  Number  one,  God  is  in  con- 
trol, and  we  stand  on  the  Word  of 
God.  Number  two,  the  young  people 
in  our  denomination  are  into  Christ, 
and  into  our  church.  But  we  must 
be  aggressive  (or  wildly  assertive)  in 
our  efforts  to  share  Christ  and  to 
grow  our  churches.  We've  got  an  in- 
credibly good  thing  going  here,  but 
we  need  to  quit  keeping  it  a  secret. 
Bring  on  the  next  century,  and  let's 
fasten  our  seatbelts  and  get  ready 
for  the  rides  of  our  lives!  Let's  be  a 
little  daring! 

—  Don  Belsterling,  Pastor  of  Youth  Dis- 
cipleship.  Park  Street  Brethren  Church, 
Ashland,  Ohio 

I  am  optimistic  about  the  revival 
sweeping  our  younger  generations. 
Many  recent  tragedies  have  caused 
young  people  to  stand  up  for  what 
they  believe.  .  .  .  Twenty  years  ago,  it 
was  taboo  to  be  labeled  a  Christian 
as  a  young  person. 

—  Rick  Miller,  Director  of  the  Brethren 
Retreat  Center,  Shipshewana,  Ind. 

Am  I  optimistic  about  the  future 
of  The  Brethren  Church  in  the  21st 
century?  Yes,  and  the  reason  is  sim- 
ple. We  serve  a  Risen  Savior,  who 
holds  the  future,  and  The  Brethren 
Church,  in  His  hands.  He  has 
promised  to  never  leave  us;  to  never 
forsake  us;  and  He  has  promised  to 
come  back  for  His  people;  and  I  be- 
lieve He  is  a  Keeper  of  Promises.  So 
no  matter  what  the  future  holds,  I 
am  optimistic. 

—  James  F.  Black,  pastor,  College  Cor- 
ner Brethren  Church,  Wabash,  Ind. 

/  am  optimistic  about  the  Brethren 

in  the  next  century,  however,  I  think 

there  is  a  need  to  evaluate  our  pres- 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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(continued  from  page  7) 
ent  system  of  government.  Major  de- 
cisions are  made  by  too  few  people, 
and  not  enough  vote  by  the  two  coun- 
cils. Personally,  I  cannot  see  much  im- 
provement over  that  of  the  past.  We 
know  that  we  are  in  times  of  indif- 
ference and  lack  of  spiritual  desire. 
Much  prayer  and  revival  are  needed. 

—  Bill  Curtis,  retired  Brethren  pastor, 
Tucson,  Ariz. 

I  couldn't  be  more  optimistic  for 
the  next  century  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord  which  was  given  to  us  here  in 
Peru.  The  reason  why  is  because  the 
impact  of  our  way  to  understand  the 
Bible,  and  the  way  to  live  what  we 
have  learned  attracts  attention  and 
there  is  power  in  that  testimony,  be- 
cause the  harvest  is  ready  to  be  col- 
lected. .  .  . 

—  Miguel  Antunez,  Brethren  Mission- 
ary, Lima,  Peru 

As  I  reflect  on  the  last  twenty  years 
of  the  church,  I  believe  we  as  a 
church  have  good  reason  to  be  opti- 
mistic about  the  near  future.  We 
have  developed  some  tested  and  tried 
paradigms  for  establishing  new 
Brethren  churches  with  larger  core 
groups  and  with  a  higher  probabil- 
ity of  success.  We  have  dealt  with 
some  potentially  explosive  issues 
(baptism,  women  in  ministry,  ordi- 
nation of  divorced  persons)  with  a 
respectful,  issue-oriented  approach 
that  has  been  able  to  maintain  the 
unity  of  the  body.  We  have  had  a 
series  of  powerful  General  Confer- 
ences in  which  we  have  sensed  the 
moving  of  the  Spirit  and  developed  a 
more  unified  vision.  We  have  as 
many  men  and  women  training  for 
ministry  at  the  seminary  as  we  have 
ever  had.  There  is  an  exciting  spiri- 
tual maturity  and  sensitivity  among 
our  young  people  ....  average  Sun- 
day worship  attendance  continues  to 
increase.  Our  leaders  have  a  better 
sense  of  who  we  are  as  Brethren  and 
of  our  unique  calling  than  has  gen- 
erally been  true  for  some  time.  .  .  . 

—  Dale  Stoffer,  Professor  of  Historical 
Theology,  Ashland  Theological  Seminary 

Question:  What  one  thing  (or 
two  or  three  things)  would  you 
like  to  see  God  do  in  The  Breth- 
ren Church  in  the  next  decade 
or  in  the  next  25  years? 


(1)  See  Jesus  return.  (2)  See  The 
Brethren  Church  lead  the  way  in 
evangelism.  (3)  Use  The  Brethren 
Church  to  help  prepare  the  way  for 
Jesus'  coming! 

—  Dennis  Sigle,  pastor,  Burlington, 
Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church 

That  1,000  churches  would  be 
planted  by  the  year  2050. 

—  Jim  Boyd,  church-planting  pastor. 
Rock  Springs  Community  Church,  Carls- 
bad, Calif. 

What  I  would  like  to  see  God  do  in 
The  Brethren  Church  is  wake  us  up 
on  a  personal  level.  Many  of  us,  my- 
self included,  have  become  too  com- 
placent in  our  personal  relationship 
with  Christ.  ...  we  are  involved  in 
our  church  activities,  we  pray,  we 
have  our  quiet  times,  but  the  issue 
is  what  are  we  doing  for  the  up- 
building of  the  kingdom?  What  are 
we  doing  to  spread  the  good  news  of 
the  Gospel  in  our  daily  life?  ...  I 
would  like  to  see  us  both  corporate- 
ly  and  individually  become  intention- 
al in  the  sharing  of  Jesus.  .  .  .  The 
key  word  here  is  intentional.  I  need 
to  become  intentional  in  sharing 
Jesus,  and  I  would  like  to  challenge 
the  Brethren  to  become  intentional 
as  well.  If  each  of  us  could  win  even 
one  soul  to  Christ  in  the  year  2000 
think  what  the  growth  would  be!! 

—  Corky  Fisher,  employee  at  The  Car- 
penter's Shop,  the  Brethren  bookstore  in 
Ashland,  Ohio 

Raise  up  100  strong  leaders  to 
enter  into  full-time  ministry  as  pas- 
tors to  lead  our  congregations.  To 
have  50  new  church  plants  initiated 
by  established  churches  creating  sis- 
ter churches.  To  see  a  greater  empha- 
sis on  the  value  of  Christian  camp- 
ing by  church  leaders  beyond  the 
realm  of  summer  camp  for  youth.  .  .  . 
—  Rick  Miller  (see  above) 

For  the  next  decade  and  for  the 
next  25  years  ahead  of  us,  I  see  more 
Brethren  churches  established  in 
the  city  of  Lima  and  the  rest  of  the 
country.  Right  now  there  are  two 
places  about  to  be  open  under  the 
supervision  of  the  national  church. 
Manuel  Talledo  and  Jorge  Escudero 
will  be  equipped  to  open  two 
churches  as  soon  as  the  Spirit  tells 
us  to  send  them. 

—  Miguel  Antunez  (see  above) 


/  would  like  the  Lord  to  continue 
to  do  what  He  has  been  doing:  chal- 
lenge us  to  share  and  show  the  Good 
News  of  Jesus;  perhaps  revealing 
to  us  new  ways  this  can  be  accom- 
plished. He's  been  doing  His  part  and 
will  continue  to  do  so;  of  that  I  am 
sure.  But  we  do  have  the  obligation 
to  respond  to  that  challenge  by  giv- 
ing ourselves  completely  to  the  task. 
—  James  F.  Black  (see  above) 

My  two  passions  while  a  pastor 
and  even  as  an  ATS  professor  have 
been  church  planting  and  disciple- 
ship.  I  would  truly  desire  to  see  The 
Brethren  Church  grow  deeper  in  its 
relationships  with  the  Lord  and 
with  one  another  and  to  extend  the 
church  through  the  planting  of  new 
bodies  of  Christ  throughout  the 
United  States  and  the  world. 

—  Dale  Stoffer  (see  above) 

Question:  What  is  your  vision 
for  The  Brethren  Church  in  the 
21st  century? 

To  be  Brethren:  believers  who  do 
not  just  talk  the  talk  but  are  willing 
to  walk  the  walk  of  Christ!  To  die 
if  need  be  for  what  we  believe,  as 
our  Brethren  of  the  past  have  done! 

—  Dennis  Sigle  (see  above) 

To  become  a  leader  in  the  revival 
to  "serve  others"  that  is  sweeping  the 
world.  We  have  been  playing  catch 
up  for  many  years.  With  creative 
leadership  and  committed  laity.  The 
Brethren  Church  can  set  the  stan- 
dard, not  follow  it. 

—  Rick  Miller  (see  above) 

In  many  ways  my  vision  for  the 
church  in  the  next  century  mirrors 
the  vision  that  motivated  the  Pro- 
gressive Brethren  in  the  last  cen- 
tury: trained  and  committed  lead- 
ers; the  expansion  of  the  church 
through  home  and  foreign  missions; 
an  approach  to  the  faith  that  is 
more  concerned  about  the  inner  life 
of  surrender  and  service  to  Christ 
than  the  external  trappings  of  num- 
bers, status,  and  recognition.  God 
wants  to  do  a  wonderful  work 
through  The  Brethren  Church.  We 
will  see  it  happen  as  we  remain 
faithful  to  his  Word  and  sensitive  to 
the  leading  of  his  Spirit. 

—  Dale  Stoffer  (see  above) 
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Accent  on  a 

Brethren  Student 

at  Ashland  University 

Dave  Schrecengost 


Below  is  the  second  in  a  series  of  in- 
terviews between  Dr.  Michael  Gleason, 
Director  of  Religious  Life  at  Ashland 
University,  and  Brethren  students  on 
the  Ashland  campus. 

Dr.  Gleason:  This  is  a  particular 
pleasure  for  me  to  have  you  at  Ash- 
land, David,  as  I  also  had  the  honor 
to  be  your  first  pastor  18  years  ago 
at  Pleasant  View  Brethren  Church. 
Take  a  moment  to  tell  about  your- 
self and  about  your  involvement  in 
The  Brethren  Church. 

David:  My  name  is  Dave  Schre- 
cengost, and  I'm  a  freshman  at  Ash- 
land University.  I've  been  a  member 
of  BYIC  for  as  long  as  I've  been  old 
enough.  My  home  church  is  Pleas- 
ant View  Brethren  in  Vandergrift, 
Pa.  On  the  local  level,  I  was  presi- 
dent of  our  BYIC  for  three  years  be- 
fore I  came  to  college.  I  also  served 
as  vice-president  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia District  BYIC  for  two  years  be- 
fore I  came  to  Ashland.  Now  I  am 
serving  my  second  year  on  the  Na- 
tional BYIC  Steering  Committee. 

Dr.  Gleason:  What  helped  you  de- 
cide to  enroll  in  Ashland  University? 

David:  I  have  wanted  to  come  to 
Ashland  University  ever  since  I  was 
old  enough  to  think  about  college.  I 
think  one  of  the  biggest  factors  that 
made  me  choose  Ashland  was  the 
school's  Brethren  background.  Al- 
though there  are  expenses  involved 
in  attending  a  private  school  like 
Ashland,  I've  found  that  there  is 
also  a  lot  of  support,  which  has  en- 
abled me  to  be  here. 

Another  factor  was  the  small,  pri- 
vate atmosphere.  The  student-to- 
teacher  ratio  is  16:1.  I  came  from  a 
small  high  school  and  was  used  to 
small  classes.  Also  the  "Accent  on 
the   Individual"    motto   really   im- 


pressed me.  I  know  it's  true  because 
any  problem  that  I  have  had  here  so 
far  has  been  solved  because  faculty 
members  care  about  students. 

Dr.  Gleason:  I've  been  impressed 
by  the  way  you  and  other  Brethren 
students  have  been  involved  during 
your  first  semester.  Describe  some 
areas  of  ministry  in  which  you  have 
served  since  coming  to  Ashland. 

David:  I've  tried  to  get  involved 
in  as  much  ministry  as  possible.  One 
of  the  main  things  I  do  is  play  bass 
guitar  in  the  praise  band  for  HOPE 
fellowship.  I've  also  gotten  involved 
in  missions.  I  went  on  a  one-day  mis- 
sion trip  to  Columbus  in  October. 

^  "'^^^ 

'But  mainly  pray  that  God 
would  move  over  this 
campus  and  bring  a  great 
revival,  and  that  many 

>.     would  come  to  know  Him. '    . 

That  opened  a  lot  of  doors  for  me  to 
grow  in  my  faith.  You  really  have  to 
trust  that  God  will  use  you  because 
He  called  you  to  the  field.  This  trip 
prompted  me  to  further  my  missions 
work.  I  felt  that  God  was  calling  me 
to  go  to  Orlando  for  a  week  during 
Christmas  break  for  a  mission  trip. 
So  I  will  be  going  to  Florida  as  well. 

I  also  do  a  Christian  radio  show 
on  campus  with  Rachel  Pennington. 
We  play  only  Christian  music.  It's 
really  awesome  because  people  call 
in  and  request  secular  stuff  because 
they  don't  realize  that  this  isn't  the 
"church  music"  they  are  used  to. 

I'm  also  involved  in  a  Bible  study 
on  campus.  We  have  it  right  in  the 
lobby  on  our  dorm  floor  It's  great  to 
have  it  there  because  some  of  the 
unsaved  guys  look  in  and  ask  what 
we  are  doing. 


Dr.  Gleason:  What  are  some 
challenges  you  have  experienced  at 
Ashland? 

David:  It's  hard  to  be  indepen- 
dent in  college.  You  must  learn  how 
to  manage  your  time.  I'm  still  work- 
ing on  that.  My  grades  are  decent — 
nothing  lower  than  a  B — but  I  know 
I  can  do  better.  I  am  sure  that  with 
experience  I  will  learn  how  to  make 
the  most  of  my  time.  I've  also  found 
it  to  be  challenging  to  have  students 
in  the  dorm  who  don't  share  my  val- 
ues and  lifestyle  choices. 

Dr.  Gleason:  Where  do  you  see 
yourself  in  10  years? 

David:  In  ten  years  I  would  like 
to  be  a  Brethren  pastor  or  youth 
pastor.  I  feel  that  God  has  called  me 
to  full-time  ministry.  I  am  open  to 
God's  calling  though,  so  I'm  not  sure 
where  I  will  be  in  ten  years. 

Dr.  Gleason:  David,  many  of  our 
readers  remember  Ashland  Univer- 
sity regularly  in  their  prayers.  How 
specifically  can  we  pray  for  you,  as 
well  as  for  the  university? 

David:  They  can  pray  for  me  that 
I  would  get  many  witnessing  oppor- 
tunities here  at  Ashland.  Also  pray 
that  my  grades  stay  good.  But  main- 
ly pray  that  God  would  move  over 
this  campus  and  bring  a  great  re- 
vival, and  that  many  would  come  to 
know  Him.  [ij*] 


Brethren  Impact  Through 
Prayer  News 

The  Jesus  Film  is  an  incredible  wit- 
nessing tool  for  effective  outreach. 
Filmed  in  the  Holy  Land,  it  tells  the 
story  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  It  has 
been  translated  into  more  than  520 
languages,  shown  in  more  than  230 
countries,  and  seen  by  more  than  two 
billion  people!  It  has  also  been  an  ef- 
fective witnessing  tool  for  those  who 
are  participating  in  the  Lighthouses 
of  Prayer  movement. 

The  film  is  available  on  video  for 
$5  each  in  quantities  of  five  or  more.  A 
new  video.  The  Moment  of  Truth  2. 
is  also  available  that  targets  youth. 
You  can  order  both  films  to  preview 
for  $10  total.  Call  the  Jesus  Video 
Project  at  888-537-8736  or  log  on  to 
www.jesusvideo.org  for  more  infor- 
mation or  to  order  the  Jesus  Film/ 
Moment  of  Truth  2  video  package. 
—  Karen  Fnuio 
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A  week  in  the  life  of 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary 


J 


IN  1906,  Dr.  J.  Allen  Miller,  presi- 
dent of  Ashland  College,  stepped 
down  from  that  position  to  become 
head  of  the  newly-formed  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary.  It  was  a  bold 
move  on  his  part,  and  one  of  great 
sacrifice.  But  that  was  Dr.  Miller's 
nature  and  character.  He  liked  chal- 
lenges, and  he  believed  that  what  he 
was  doing  was  of  paramount  impor- 
tance to  the  work  of  God's  kingdom. 

Over  the  next  27  years,  Dr.  Miller 
had  many  opportunities  to  leave 
Ashland  to  take  positions  in  other 
educational  institutions.  But  every 
time  such  an 
opportunity 
came  along,  he 
turned  it  down 
in  order  to  stay 
and  complete 
what  he  had 
begun  at  Ash- 
land Theologi- 
cal Seminary. 

Dr.  Miller 
was  a  scholar, 
an  educator, 
and  a  great 
leader.  He  was 
also  a  man  of 
vision.  But  one 
wonders  if 

even   he   envi- 
sioned what  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary  would  be- 
come today. 

What  has  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary  become 
today?  To  get  an  idea,  take 
a  journey  through  a  nor- 
mal week  at  the  seminary. 

MONDAY 

7:00  a.m.  Morning 
prayers  in  the  chapel.  Stu- 
dents and  faculty  gather 
informally  to  begin  the 
week  with  prayer 

8:00  a.m.  Classes  begin. 
During  the  current  aca- 
demic year,  282  different 
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courses  are  being  offered  on 
campus  or  at  one  of  the  off- 
campus  sites. 

As  students  gather,  some 
come  from  on-campus  hous- 
ing or  from  homes  in  the  Ash- 
land community.  But  many 
drive  to  the  campus  from 
more  than  sixty  miles  away. 

Several  of  the  students  ar- 
rived on  the  campus  Sunday 
evening,  havmg  driven  a  dis- 
tance of  300  miles  or  more. 
They    stayed    in    overnight 
housing  on  campus  and  walk 
across         the 
street         this 
morning       to 
begin  another 
week  of  class- 
es. 

9:40  a.m. 
Chapel.  Stu- 
dents fill  the 
chapel  to  over- 
flowing. At- 
tending 
chapel  is  not 
mandatory, 
but  neverthe- 
less many  stu- 
dents choose 
to  come.  As  a 
result,  seats  are 
hard  to  find.  Chapel  is  an  extension 
of  the  seminary's  educational  pro- 
cess— not  of  the  academic  process 
but  the  process  of  shaping  the  inner 
soul.  Hymns,  songs,  prayers,  adora- 
tion, and  proclamation  are  all  the 
order  of  the  day  as  students  and  fac- 
ulty reach  out  to  God  and  continue 
their  process  of  transformation. 

12:00  noon.  Students  gather  in 
informal  groups  for  lunch.  Some  go 
to  fast-food  restaurants  off  campus, 
others  go  to  their  apartments,  still 
others  share  a  common  meal  in  the 
student  fellowship  area.  Some  fast; 
some  pray. 

1:30-4:30  p.m.  Classes  continue. 
Language  classes,  especially  Greek 
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and  Hebrew,  are  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  afternoon,  as  well  as  an 
array  of  courses  on  ministry  prac- 
tice and  theological  thought. 

6:00-9:00  p.m.  Night  classes. 
Classes  are  held  Monday  through 
Thursday  nights.  In  these  classes 
you  begin  to  see  the  wide  array  of 
students  who  attend  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  Many  have  come 
from  day  jobs  to  take  courses  at 
night.  It  is  not  uncom- 
mon to  find  lawyers,  doc- 
tors, teachers,  and  truck 
drivers  in  the  same  class, 
all  with  the  common  pur- 
pose of  knowing  God 
more  fully. 


This  pattern  repeats  it- 
self every  day  of  the 
week.  Classes  meet  every 
morning,  afternoon,  and 


bers.  Together  they  provide  vast  op- 
portunities for  theological  education 
to  people  in  these  cities.  It  is  all  part 
of  the  outreach  and  extension  of  the 
seminary,  as  it  becomes  a  seminary 
without  walls. 

WEDNESDAY 

Wednesdays  are  unique  at  the 
Seminary.  On  Wednesdays  students 
and  faculty  are  invited  to  join  to- 


tian  agencies  around  the  country  of- 
fering hope  to  people  in  need. 

WEEKENDS 

Fridays  and  Saturdays  are  no  less 
unique.  Weekend  courses  are  of- 
fered on  45  of  the  52  weekends  of 
the  year.  These  intensive  courses 
have  made  it  possible  for  students  to 
do  intensive  study  amidst  all  the 
other  responsibilities  they  juggle. 


evening — all  designed  to  challenge 
and  prepare  students  for  the  oppor- 
tunities of  ministry.  But  there  are 
also  a  few  special  twists  and  turns  in 
the  weekly  schedule. 

On  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Thurs- 
day afternoons,  you  will  see  faculty 
members  assembling  in  the  parking 
lot  to  begin  drives  to  various  desti- 
nations in  Ohio  and  Michigan.  Some 
will  drive  at  least  three  hours.  All 
will  teach  classes  that  evening. 
Some  will  stay  overnight  and  teach 
the  next  evening  as  well. 

Faculty  members  from  Ashland 
teach  courses  in  Cleveland,  Colum- 
bus, and  Detroit.  They  are  joined  in 
those  cities  by  ATS  faculty  members 
who  live  there,  and  also  by  a  num- 
ber of  ATS  adjunct  faculty  mem- 


gether  in  small  "spiritual  formation 
groups."  These  groups  offer  partici- 
pants a  time  for  spiritual  growth 
and  reflection.  Many  are  led  by  stu- 
dents, others  are  faculty-led.  But 
the  results  are  the  same.  Students 
characterize  these  groups  as  one  of 
the  most  valuable  parts  of  their 
seminary  experience. 

Thursdays,  known  as  "counseling 
days,"  are  likewise  unique.  On  the 
Ashland  campus  and  at  EMERGE 
Ministries  in  Akron,  nearly  120  ATS 
students  are  taking  classes  in  pas- 
toral counseling.  These  counseling 
programs  have  developed  national 
reputations  for  excellence  and  have 
received  certification  from  the  State 
of  Ohio.  Graduates  from  these  pro- 
grams serve  in  churches  and  Chris- 


When  Sunday  comes,  the  campus 
grows  quiet.  But  student  activity 
has  not  ceased.  Throughout  the 
State  of  Ohio  and  beyond,  in  small 
towns,  country  parishes,  and  large 
cities,  you  find  ATS  students  minis- 
tering to  God's  people  in  a  variety  of 
ways.  They  put  into  practice  the 
very  knowledge  and  experience  they 
received  during  the  week. 

While  this  is  a  typical  week,  it 
does  not  begin  to  capture  all  that 
takes  place  at  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary.  And  while  nearly  800  stu- 
dents participate  in  the  life  of  the 
seminary  during  an  average  week,  it 
is  impossible  to  count  how  many 
more  are  touched  by  the  ministry  of 
the  seminary  through  its  faculty, 
students,  and  gi'aduates,  as  they 
minister  to  thousands  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  every  week. 

Thank  you,  Dr  J.  Allen  Miller,  for 
your  vision  and  sacrifice,  which — 
coupled  with  the  vision  and  sacrifice 
of  all  those  who  have  followed  you — 
have  made  Ashland  Theological 
Seminaiy  what  it  is  today.  I'^j'J 
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Monthly  events  make  for  a 
busy  fall  at  Mulvane  Church 

Mulvane,  Kans.  —  It  was  a  busy 
fall  for  the  Brethren  of  Mulvane.  In 
September  the  parsonage  was  given 
a  facelift  with  the  addition  of  vinyl 
siding  and  new  window  trim. 

In  October,  Rev.  David  Cooksey, 
Director  of  Pastoral  Ministries  for 
The  Brethren  Church,  led  revival 
services  at  the  church.  The  focus  of 
the  revival  was  "Who  Am  I  and  Why 
Am  I  Here?" 


Clowning  around  are  Mulvane  Pastor 
Joe  Hanna  (I.)  and  Bob  Belcher. 

The  featured  event  in  November 
was  a  craft  bazaar  and  bake  sale, 
sponsored  by  the  Women's  Mission- 
ary Society  of  the  church.  Making 
the  bazaar  a  little  bizarre  was  the 
presence  of  clowns — Pastor  Joe 
Hanna  and  Bob  Belcher,  assisted  by 
Randy  Brown,  Wes  Casey,  Charlotte 
and  Felicia  Diener,  Tim  Epp, 
Andrew  Fortine,  Robert  Hansard, 
Johnathon  Hunter,  Donnie  Laurie, 
Josh  Phillips,  Sarah  Raab,  Tom 
Stoeckel,  and  Carolyn  Tucker.  The 
event  was  very  successful,  with  pro- 
ceeds totaling  $1,271. 

—  reported  by  Sara  Hanna 


The  great  use  of  life  is  to  spend  it 
for  something  that  outlasts  it. 

—  William  James 


Pig  roast  draws  standing-room-only  crowd 
to  Cross  Keys  Worship  Center  in  October 


Port      Republic, 

Va.  —  "If  we  cook 
it,  they  will  come" 
was  the  conviction 
of  Brethren  at  the 
Cross  Keys  Wor- 
ship Center.  So 
they  cooked  a  200- 
pound  pig,  and,  as 
expected,  people 
came  —  in  droves, 
about  150  of  them, 
so  many  people 
that  there  was 
standing-room  only. 
Cross   Keys   Pas- 


tor Pat  Velanzon  got  to  use  his  spe- 
cial "pastor  appreciation"  gift  for 
the  occasion — a  portable  cooker 
made  from  a  fuel  tank  by  church 
members  Mike  Lambert  and  Mike 
Eye.  They  even  mounted  it  on 
wheels  so  that  it  could  be  towed  to 
any  "roasting  occasion." 

Pastor  Velanzon  put  it  to  good 
use.  He  and  Joe  Barnett  began 
roasting  the  pig  at  nine  o'clock  on 
Friday  morning,  October  29,  and 
continued  until  3:00  p.m.  At  that 
time  four  more  men  arrived  to  cut 
up  the  meat.  Another  crew  set  up 
tables  and  chairs  inside  the  church 
building.  Soon  people  from  the 
church  and  community  began  arriv- 
ing, bringing  covered  dishes  and 
beverages.  Then  the  eating  began. 

In  addition  to  enjoying  the  deli- 
cious food,  the  group  was  enter- 
tained by  the  church's  own  South 


Cross  Keys  Pastor  Pat    Velanzon   (center)   with   cooker- 
builders  Mike  Lambert  (I.),  Mike  Eye,  and  the  cooker. 

River  Gospel  Band.  The  band  not 
only  performed,  it  gave  others  the 
opportunity  to  join  in  on  the  singing 
and  playing.  Writes  Kathy  Velan- 
zon, wife  of  the  pastor,  "We  praise 
God  for  wonderful  opportunities  to 
'party'  for  him." 

—  reported  by  Kathy  Velanzon 


The  Cross  Keys  Brethren  hosted 
another  meal  on  Veteran's  Day  in 
November,  this  one  to  honor  veter- 
ans. Using  posters,  handouts,  and 
newspaper  ads,  the  congregation 
invited  veterans  and  their  spouses 
for  a  meal  and  a  musical  program. 

Approximately  85  people,  30  of 
them  veterans,  attended  the  event. 
Each  veteran  told  what  branch  of 
the  armed  forces  he  or  she  served 
in  and  the  number  of  years  served. 
All  seemed  to  appreciate  being 
honored  in  this  way.  This  is  the 
second  year  the  Cross  Keys  group 
has  held  this  event.  Tli"] 
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Four  ways  to  make  your  church  attendance  bulge 


By  Charles  Arn 


Seventy  of  every  one-hundred 

members  of  your  church  should  be 

in  worship  every  weekend. 

THE  TYPICAL  CHURCH  will  see 
35  to  40  percent  of  its  members 
in  worship  on  a  typical  Sun- 
day. Some  church  leaders  have 
come  to  accept  this  as  normal.  Yet 
many  growing  churches  regularly 
see   twice   that   percentage   of 
members  each  weekend. 

Here  are  four  suggestions 
to   significantly   increase 
your  members'   attend 
ance    in    the    coming 
year: 

1.  Renew  mem 
bership  vows 

Many  cou- 
ples have 
shared  the  sig- 
nificant experi- 
ence of  renew- 
ing their 
wedding  vows 
after  years  of 
marriage.  The 
renewal  cere- 
mony helps 
spouses  revisit  and  recommit  to 
their  pledge  for  a  lifetime  of  love  and 
faithfulness.  Why  not  provide  a 
similar  opportunity  for  your  people 
to  revisit  their  church  membership 
commitments? 

A  church  in  Orange  County,  Cali- 
fornia, developed  a  series  of  morn- 
ing worship  services  focusing  on  the 
church's  membership  vows — what 
they  are,  what  they  mean,  why  they 
are  significant.  Then  on  the  con- 
cluding Sunday  they  developed  an 
order  of  ceremony  for  a  "Renewal  of 


Membership  Vows"  open  to  all  who 
still  believed  in  their  original  com- 
mitment to  Christ  and  the  church. 

2.  Set  personal  attendance  goals 

Most  of  us  realize  that  setting 
goals  helps  us  improve  our  per- 
formance. The  same  principle 
applies  in  the  church. 

A  church  in  Dallas,  Texas,  found 
that  by  encouraging  members  to 
set  personal  worship  attend- 
ance goals  for  the  coming 
year,  the  congregation  ex- 
perienced a  ten-percent 
increase  in  average 
attendance.  The 
church  has  since 
enlarged  this 
emphasis  to 
encourage 
members  to 
set  personal 
goals  in  Bible 
study,  tithing, 
adult  Sunday 
school  class  at- 
tendance, and 
number  of  peo- 
ple they  plan  to 
invite  to  church 
in  the  coming  year.  A  measurable 
increase  was  observed  in  each  area. 

3.  Begin  an  inquirer's  class 

Most  growing  churches  provide 
an  opportunity  for  people  who  are 
interested  in  joining  the  church  to 
learn  about  what  it  means  to  be  a 
member — before  they  join.  If  you 
don't  have  such  a  class,  consider 
starting  one.  Plan  on  conducting  it 
at  least  six  times  a  year.  If  you  do 
have  such  a  class,  be  sure  you  in- 
clude sessions  on  the  expectations 


of  membership — including  regular 
worship  attendance. 

4.  Monitor  attendance  and 
respond  to  inactivity 

When  a  person's  worship  attend- 
ance begins  to  fluctuate,  that  is  the 
first  sign  the  person  may  leave  by 
the  "back  door."  When  members 
miss  three  Sundays  in  a  row  for  no 
specific  reason,  the  chances  that 
they  will  leave  for  good  increases 
dramatically.  When  people  miss  a 
Sunday  or  two,  they  are  asking, 
"Does  anyone  know  or  care  that  I'm 
gone?"  If  no  one  seems  to  notice, 
their  fears  are  confirmed  and  they 
enter  the  "drop-out  track."  Further- 
more, research  indicates  that  it 
takes  only  eight  to  ten  weeks  for  a 
person  to  sever  his  or  her  psycho- 
logical ties  to  a  church. 

Identify  who  is  missing  in  your 
worship  service  next  Sunday,  de- 
velop a  personal  and  sincere  way  of 
saying  "We  missed  you,"  and  you 
will  see  the  number  of  worshiping 
members  increase.  [1}'] 

Dr.  Charles  Arn  is  president  of 
Church  Growth,  Inc.,  Monrovia,  Calif. 
His  latest  book  is  How  to  Start  a 
New  Worship  Service  (Baker  Books). 
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In  the  article  "The  Brethren  Church  in 
the  New  Millennium — What  the  Brethren 
think.  "  printed  in  last  month  s  Evange- 
list (pp.  7  &  8),  only  12  of  the  IS  Breth- 
ren who  responded  to  questions  about 
the  future  of  The  Brethren  Church  were 
quoted.  The  13th  response  was  quite 
lengthy  and  written  in  such  a  way  that  it 
was  not  feasible  to  extract  short  quota- 
tions to  use  in  that  article.  The  response 
has  a  powerful  message,  however,  one 
that  Brethren  need  to  read.  Therefore, 
with  the  writer  s  permission,  it  is  being 
printed  here  in  its  entirety. 

I  BELIEVE  that  the  impact  of  The 
Brethren  Church  in  the  future  depends 
directly  on  the  depth  of  her  desperation 
for  and  devotion  to  God — Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Spirit. 

Guarded  optimism 

•  I  am  optimistic  about  our  future  to  the 
degree  that  we  commit  ourselves  anew 
and  afresh  to  the  disciplines  of  the 
Christian  faith,  from  praying  and  fast- 
ing to  study,  giving,  and  action. 

•  I  am  optimistic  to  the  degree  that  cred- 
it card  debt  is  replaced  by  indebtedness 
to  Christ. 

•  I  am  optimistic  to  the  degree  that  we 
are  less  about  our  church  "club"  and 
more  about  compassion  for  lost  peo- 
ple, whatever  the  cost. 

•  I  am  optimistic  to  the  degree  that  we 
Brethren  eschew  the  morality  of  the 
world  and  live  out  the  eternal  truth  of 
scripture.  This  would  manifest  itself  in 
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Brethren  not  supporting  the  industries 
or  media  that  encourage  and  promote 
violence,  abuse,  gratuitous  sex,  pro- 
fanity, abortion,  homosexuality,  etc. 

•  I  am  optimistic  to  the  degree  that  we 
see  ourselves  in  a  spiritual  battle  and  not 
on  a  Sunday  drive  through  the  country. 

•  I  am  optimistic  to  the  degree  that 
Brethren  get  back  to  the  simple  life 
rather  than  believing  that  material  pos- 
sessions satisfy  and  create  happiness. 

•  I  am  optimistic  to  the  degree  that 
Brethren,  therefore,  live  sacrificially 
and  are  more  concerned  about  Mat- 
thew 28:1 8-20  and  Acts  1 :8  than  about 
how  people  dress  when  they  come  to 
worship,  the  color  of  their  skin,  or  how 
a  specific  sports  team  is  doing. 

•  I  am  optimistic  to  the  extent  that  we 
learn  to  love  and  care  for  spiritual  life 
and  growth  more  than  the  next  sale  at 
Meijer,  Wal*Mart,  or  other  stores.  I 
believe  that  we  can  impact  the  world 
as  each  one  reaches  one  for  Christ.  I 
believe  we  must  become  desperate  for 
the  heart  of  God. 

A  vision  of  God 

The  Brethren  Church  can  reach  the 
world  when  a  vision  of  God  replaces  our 
myopic  world  view.  Isaiah  saw  the  Lord 
high  and  lifted  up  and  responded  the  only 
way  a  wholly-devoted  follower  can: 
"Here  am  I.  Send  me!"  Can  we  say, 
"Send  me  wherever  you  need  me.  Use 
me  however  you  need  to.  Make  my  life  a 
testimony  in  whatever  way  best  serves 
You"?  We  pray,  "Your  kingdom  come. 
Your  will  be  done  .  .  .  ."   To  the  degree 


that  we  fully  embrace  those  words  and 
the  wonder  of  the  Lord  God,  I  believe 
He  can  transform  the  world  through  us! 

I  believe  Him  for  this  vision.  I  can  see 
the  Lord,  high  and  lifted  up,  helping  us 
double  the  number  of  Brethren  congrega- 
tions in  the  next  25  years.  I  can  see  God 
continuing  to  impact  the  world  through 
the  training  institutions  of  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary  and  Ashland  Univer- 
sity. I  can  believe  that  God  will  challenge 
the  Brethren  to  bequest  $100  million 
over  the  next  25  years  to  support  the 
vision  He  has  for  us.  These  funds  would 
support  congregational  ministry  and  mis- 
sionary outreach. 

Living  out  the  heart  of  God 

I  can  believe  that  The  Brethren  Church 
in  the  United  States  will  keep  pace  with 
the  number  of  conversions  in  India.  I  can 
see  God  removing  or  refining  limited 
Congregationalism  and  replacing  it  with  a 
more  efficient  form  of  church  govern- 
ment. I  believe  that  when  we  become 
desperate  about  living  out  the  heart  of 
God,  the  denominational  sins  of  suspi- 
cion, doubt,  envy,  jealousy,  factions,  and 
discord  will  be  replaced  by  the  fruit  of 
the  Spirit.  I  believe  that  God  can  bring 
Christians  to  maturity  and  teach  us  to 
trust  one  another  so  that  we  deal  with 
conflict  and  differences  of  opinion  in 
biblically-mandated  ways. 

As  I  reread  these  words,  I  know  that 
they  are  a  dream.  The  skeptic  will  say, 
"There's  no  way."  The  indifferent  will 
say,  "Those  are  pretty  bold  statements. 
We'll  see  if  they  come  to  pass."  The 
faithful  will  say,  "Change  my  heart,  O 
God.  I  am  only  one,  but  I  am  one.  So 
here  am  I.  Send  me!" 

Jesus  used  the  Eleven  to  start  a  world- 
wide movement.  What  can  He  do  with  a 
thousand  times  as  many  Brethren?     [i}'] 

Rev.  Garner  is  pastor  of  the  Elkhart 
First  Brethren  Church. 
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The  millennium  begins: 

Take  a  spiritual  inventory 
of  your  life! 

By  Emanuel  W.  Sandberg 


J 


IN  THE  FIRST  issue  of  the  Evan- 
gelist this  year,  I  outhned  the 
current  state  of  God's  church  and 
then  suggested  that  "The  Brethren 
Church  needs  to  become  a  First 
Century  Christian  Church  again, 
helping  all  people  come  to 
know  and  experience  Jesus" 
{Jan.  issue,  pp.  1-3).  As  be- 
lievers and  followers  of 
Jesus,  that  is  our 
mission  in  life- 
to  help  all  peo- 
ple come  to 
know  and  ex- 
perience Jesus. 

Even  though 
we  acknowledge 
our  role  under  the 
Great  Commission 
(Matt.  28:19-20),  we 
Brethren  have  a  ten- 
dency to  delegate  re 
sponsibility  for  evangelism  to  our 
pastors  or  to  a  periodic  visiting 
"evangelist."  But  what  do  we  do? 
The  answer  for  most  of  us  is  that  we 
do  nothing! 

It  is  time  for  us  to  take  inventory. 
We  need  to  take  stock  of  our  lives. 
What  things  are  holding  us  back? 
God  created  each  one  of  us  for  a  pur- 
pose. Each  one  of  us  is  destined  to 
accomplish  certain  things.  There- 
fore we  need  to  take  stock  and  take 
control  of  our  lives! 

When  Jesus  said,  "Therefore  go 
and  make  disciples  of  all  nations, 
baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  teaching  them  to 
obey  everything  I  have  commanded 
you.  And  surely  I  will  be  with  you  al- 
ways, to  the  very  end  of  the  age,"  He 
told  us  what  to  do.  Furthermore,  in 
His  ministry  Jesus  showed  us  how 
to  do  it.  The  form  of  discipleship  that 
Jesus  practiced  is  a  clear  example  of 
multiplication  in  the  area  of  lead- 
ership development. 

Most  local  church  evangelistic  pro- 
grams are  designed  to  add  new  be- 
lievers to  our  congregations.  The  in- 


herent problem  with  this  approach, 
is  that  it  is  a  linear  procedure.  No 
matter  how  fast  this  process  moves, 
we  can  never  catch  up  with  the  ex- 
plosion of  people  in  the  world. 
To  carry  out  the 
Great  Commission 
productively,  we 
need  to  con- 
tinue congrega- 
tional efforts 
to  reach  lost 
individ- 
uals in 
t  h  e 
c  0  m  - 
munity. 
But  we 
also  need 
to  plant  new  con- 
gregations in  the 
United  States  and 
in  the  rest  of  the 
world  in  order  to  mul- 
tiply our  soul- winning  efforts. 

Look  at  it  this  way.  Compare  your 
church  to  a  vital,  productive  apple 
tree.  God  has  set  natural  limits  to 
the  size  of  an  apple  tree  and,  there- 
fore, to  the  number  of  apples  a  tree 


can  produce.  For  an  apple  tree  to 
produce  even  more  apples,  it  must 
produce  new  trees.  New  trees  are 
the  real  fruit  of  an  apple  tree.  New 
trees  are  fundamental  to  continued 
growth  and  to  the  preservation  of 
the  apple  species. 

In  other  words,  planting  new 
churches  is  the  "multiplication  fac- 
tor" in  God's  plan  for  our  denomi- 
nation and  for  your  local  church. 
Therefore,  I  challenge  you  to  be- 
come an  active  church-planting 
supporter.  In  your  Sunday  school 
or  small  group  meetings,  discuss 
your  church-planting  role.  Which 
church  plant  will  you  sponsor? 
What  can  your  group  do — as  a  group 
and  as  individuals  within  that 
group? 

Will  you  go  and  help  establish  the 
new  church?  If  so,  what  talent  can 
you  bring  to  the  church-planting 
team?  What  resources  will  you  com- 
mit? God  has  given  you  a  mission. 
What  are  you  doing  about  it? 

My  challenge  to  you  is  simply  this: 
take  an  inventory  of  your  life  and  ask 
God  what  plans  He  has  for  you — for 
the  rest  of  your  life?  We  are  blessed 
by  God!  As  you  praise  God  for  the 
gifts  He  has  given  you,  ask  Him 
what  He  wants  you  to  give  back  to 
Him.  If  you  ask.  He  will  reveal  His 
plan  for  your  life  and  show  you 
where  He  needs  your  help.  ['i]'] 

Dr.  Sandberg  is  Executive  Director 
for  The  Brethren  Church. 


Doing  the  "greater  work" 
for  General  Conference 

'^Prayer  does  not  fit  usfitr  the 

greater  work;  prayer  is  the 

greater  work. " 

—  Oswald  Chambers 

THE  Congregational  Ministries 
Council  is  announcing  a  spe- 
cial emphasis  on  prayer  for  this 
year's  General  Conference,  to  be 
held  August  7-11  at  Estes  Park, 
Colorado. 

Beginning  March  5  and  contin- 
uing for  the  six  months  prior  to 
General  Conference,  we  are  ask- 
ing that  all  Brethren  designate 
the  first  Sunday  of  each  month  as 
a  day  for  special  prayer  focusing 


on  Conference.  For  each  of  these 
months  specific  prayer  requests 
will  be  provided  to  help  direct 
your  prayers. 

This  will  be  a  great  Conference, 
with  messages  by  several  highly- 
acclaimed  and  nationally-known 
speakers.  But  the  greatest  impact 
of  this  Conference  will  be  the  im- 
pact that  results  from  our  prayers. 

As  we  make  prayer  a  daily  part 
of  our  lives,  our  lives  are  ener- 
gized spiritually,  our  faith  is  re- 
newed, and  we  have  the  power  lit- 
erally to  change  the  world.  Let's 
start  praying  now  for  the  outcome 
we  want  to  see  from  General  Con- 
ference at  Estes  Park. 

—  Dan  Lawson,  Director  of 
Congregational  Min istries 
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A  first-hand  look  at  the  work  of 
World  Relief  in  Sudan  and  Rwanda 

By  Reilly  R.  Smith 


■^ 


WORLD  RELIEF  is  making  re- 
markable progress  at  chang- 
ing lives  in  Sudan.  I  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  visit  Southern  Sudan  with 
Dr.  Clive  Calver,  president  of  World 
Relief,  in  October 
1998.*  Last  Decern 
ber  (1999)  I  re 
turned  to  South- 
ern Sudan  with 
Dr.  Calver,  his 
wife  Ruth,  World 
Relief  vice-presi 
dent  Ahuma  Adoadgi,  and 
two  pastors  from  the  United 
States.  The  changes  I  saw  were 
miraculous! 

Liethnom 

One  of  the  areas  I  revisited  in 
December  was  Liethnom.  When 
we  went  to  Liethnom  in  October 

1998,  the  majority  of  the  people  we 
saw  had  no  clothes.  Now  they  do.  In 
1998  the  church  and  the  school  in 
Liethnom  met  under  a  large  tree. 
Now  the  tree  is  inside  the  new 
World  Relief  compound.  There  is 
also  a  school  compound  with  five 
buildings  to  provide  rooms  for  the 
various  classes.  The  church  meets 
in  one  of  these  school  buildings. 

A  bombed-out  veterinary  center 
has  been  converted  into  a  medical 
compound  with  beds,  examination 
rooms,  storage  facilities,  and  even  a 
small  minor-surgery  facility.  The 
compound  is  very  humble,  but  very 
functional. 

World  Relief  workers  helped  the 
people  of  Liethnom  plant  gardens 
and  establish  an  experimental  agri- 
cultural station.  The  first  diversified 
crops  ever  were  planted  in  early 

1999.  The  first  harvest  was  very 
small  because  the  crops  were  plant- 
ed at  a  bad  time,  but  the  second  set 
of  crops,  nearing  harvest  in  Decem- 
ber, was  much  better.  The  agricul- 


*A  report  of  that  visit  was  printed  in 
the  November  1998  issue  of  Insight  into 
Brethren  Missions. 


tural  specialist  from  World  Relief 
introduced  the  first  ox-pulled  plow 
to  the  area.**  A  new  well  not  only 
provides  the  people  with  safe  drink- 
ing water,  it  makes  irrigation  feasi- 
ble. Food  security  in  Lieth- 
nom is  becoming  a  real 
possibility. 

Pochalla 

In  Pochalla  coun- 
ty, which  I  also  vis- 
ited in  October  1998, 
World  Relief  has  pro- 
vided  seven   wells,    five 
schools,  and  medical  clin- 
ics.   During    our    recent 
visit,  we  helped  the  local 
people  break  ground  for  a 
new    central    medical    com- 
pound,  which   will   include   a 
small  hospital. 

**A  plow  costs  $80.  If  you  would  like 
to  donate  a  plow,  send  a  check  for  $80 
to  Brethren  Missions.  Mark  the  memo 
section  "World  Relief — Sudan  plows." 


Rev  Rtilh  Smith  Ducttot  of  Missi()ncu\  MuusUus 
jot  The  Brethten  C hutch,  uses  an  Aftican  hoe  to  help 
break  ground  for  a  new  medical  facility  at  Pochalla. 


Planting  cabbage — one   of  the   new 
crops  introduced  at  Liethnom. 

When  I  visited  Pochalla  in  1998, 
we  baptized  500  people  at  the  Pres- 
byterian church.  In  December,  we 
baptized  approximately  125  more. 
The  church  continues  to  grow  at  a 
tremendous  rate.  World  Relief  is 
working  with  the  New  Sudan  Coun- 
cil of  Churches  to  provide  leader- 
ship training  in  the  area  and  for  all 
of  Southern  Sudan.  Local  leaders  in 
Pochalla  (church,  civil,  and  military) 
all  asked  the  American  church 
leaders  to  carry  their  gratitude 
back  to  the  United  States.  They 
also  asked  us  to  pray  for 
them  and  especially  to 
help  them  get  training  for 
their  church  leaders. 

After  showing  us  the 
progress  in  Liethnom  and 
Pochalla  and  giving  us  re- 
ports of  similar  progress 
in  South  Bor  county,  the 
World  Relief  leaders 
asked  those  of  us  from  the 
United  States  to  consider 
two  new  projects.  These 
are  in  hard-hit  areas  clos- 
er to  where  fighting  is 
taking  place  in  Southern 
Sudan,  but  in  areas  still 
considered  secure.  We 
unanimously  agreed  to 
recommend  the  starting  of 
two  new  projects,  one  in 
the  Blue  Nile  region  and 
the  other  in  Rumbek. 

The  project  in  the  Blue 

Nile  region  was  given  first 

priority.  It  will  be  carried 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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out  in  conjunction  with  the  Cov- 
enant Church,  which  is  well-estab- 
Hshed  there.  We  hope  that  both 
projects  can  be  accompUshed  as 
local  churches  in  the  United  States 
generously  assist  local  churches  in 
Southern  Sudan. 


ing  the  genocide,  tens  of  thousands 
of  women  were  forced  to  watch  the 
execution  of  husbands  and  chil- 
dren, then  were  brutally  raped  and 
intentionally  infected  with  HIV. 

World  Relief  ministries  include 
AIDS  intervention  and  AIDS  pre- 
vention through  educa- 
tion, coordination  of  AIDS 
programs  with  the  health 
ministry  of  the  Rwandan 
government,    and   grants 


Kigali,  Rwanda 

After  leaving  Southern  Sudan  in 
December,  we  traveled  south  to  the 
country  of  Rwanda.  The  World  Re- 
lief office  in  Rwanda  is  located  in 
the  country's  capital,  Kigali,  a  city 
of  about  600,000  people. 

During  the  spring  of  1994,  ap- 
proximately one  million  people  were 
killed  in  Rwanda  during  a  three- 
month  civil  war.  Almost  800,000  of 
them  were  killed  during  the  first 
two  weeks  of  genocide.  We  visited  a 
Roman  Catholic  church  where 
5,000  people  who  had  taken  refuge 
were  slaughtered  by  death  squads. 
An  additional  20,000  more  were 
killed  in  that  area  during  the  next 
five  days.  Their  bones  are  all  buried 
in  a  mausoleum  in  the  church  com- 
pound, a  macabre  monument  to 
mankind's  ability  to  be  inhumane. 

The  genocide  and  ensuing  war 
killed  nearly  15  percent  of  Rwanda's 
total  population.  They  also  left  in 
their  wake  an  AIDS  epidemic,  ex- 
treme poverty,  a  devastated  envi- 
ronment, and  a  severely  damaged 
church.  World  Relief  is  helping  the 
recovery  in  all  areas. 

An  AIDS  epidemic 

About  17  percent  of  the  Rwandan 
population  is  infected  with  the  HIV 
(AIDS)  virus.  Most  of  the  victims 
are  "guilty"  of  nothing  more  than 
sleeping  with  husbands  who  con- 
tracted the  virus  while  working  in 
other  countries,  of  being  raped  dur- 
ing the  1994  genocide,  or  of  being 
born  to  HIV  infected  mothers.  Dur- 


individuals,  mostly  women,  who 
use  the  money  as  capital  to  start  a 
business.  Individuals  receiving 
loans  meet  regularly  to  hold  each 
other  accountable  for  loan  repay- 
ment, help  each  other  with  busi- 
ness decisions,  network  relation- 
ships and  ideas,  learn  about  Christ, 
and  spend  time  in  worship.  Many 
lives  and  families  are  being  saved 
for  both  time  and  eternity  through 
World  Reliefs  community  banking 
programs. 

The  national  coordinator 
for  World  Relief  would  like 
to  help  local  churches  begin 
to  reforest  the  areas  de- 
stroyed during  the  war. 
World  Relief  projects  will 
help  make  the  land  produc- 
tive for  forestry  and  agricul- 
ture again. 


Grime  reminders  of  Rwan- 
da's troubled  past.  Above  left. 
World  Relief  President  Clive 
Calver  looks  at  bones  of  geno- 
cide victims  kept  in  the  mau- 
soleum of  a  church  where 
many  of  them  were  killed.  At 
right,  crosses  mark  graves  of 
other  victims  of  the  genocide 
Above,  a  monument  dedicated 
to  martyrs  who  tried  to  protect 
the  targeted  group  from  being 
killed  and  who  were  themselves  slaughtered  by  the  death  squads.  World  Relief  is  work- 
ing with  the  church  in  Rwanda  in  efforts  to  bring  a  brighter  future  to  that  country. 


to  independent  Christian  and 
church-based  AIDS  ministries. 
World  Relief  is  equipping  Rwandan 
churches  to  take  over  the  AIDS 
ministries.  World  Relief  will  con- 
tinue to  help  the  government  with 
some  coordination  of  church-based 
programs. 

Immediately  following  the  war, 
World  Relief  and  other  helping 
agencies  began  building  housing  for 
people  displaced  by  the  fighting 
and  for  those  whose  homes  were  de- 
stroyed. These  home-building  pro- 
grams are  coming  to  a  close.  Needs 
for  housing  still  exist,  but  the  im- 
mediate crisis  is  over. 

World  Relief  also  works  with 
churches  to  conduct  community 
banking  ministries  in  local  villages. 
Small  business  loans  are  made  to 


A  ministry  in  transition 

World  Reliefs  ministry  in  Rwan- 
da is  in  transition.  World  Reliefs 
initial  work  in  Rwanda  was  done  as 
a  relief  agency.  Now  the  focus  is  on 
training  Christian  church  leaders 
to  take  over  most  of  the  relief  and 
development  work  World  Relief  es- 
tablished. Future  work  will  all  be 
done  through  the  churches,  except 
for  the  coordination  of  AIDS  pro- 
grams with  the  government.  Even 
the  local  staff  for  this  program  will 
come  from  among  the  churches. 
Thus  in  Rwanda,  as  in  other  coun- 
tries where  it  is  at  work,  World 
Relief  is  staying  true  to  its  mission 
of  being  a  means  by  which  "churches 
help  churches  help  the  poor  in  the 
name  of  Jesus."  L1i*J 
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Brethren  Church  Summer  Ministries: 

Making  your  summer  count 


By  Jaime  Gillespie 


J 


The  Need 

Every  summer  millions  of  Ameri- 
can students  rush  out  of  school, 
throw  their  books  and  pencils  some- 
place where  they  won't  have  to  look 
at  them  (much  less  think  about 
them)  for  the  next  few  months,  and 
then  indulge  themselves  in  three 
months  of  relaxing,  spending  time 
with  friends,  and,  perhaps,  working 
at  a  summer  job. 

In  other  places  young  people  leave 
school  knowing  that  they  have  had 
their  last  good  meal  until  next  year. 
They  go  home  to  a  beat-up  shack 
that  leaks  when  it  rains  and  shud- 
ders in  the  wind.  If  they  are  lucky, 
a  parent  will  be  there.  Other  young 
people  don't  even  have  these  luxu- 
ries. They  have  no  school,  no  home, 
and  have  never  had  a  good  meal. 

Besides  this  physical  hunger  and 
suffering,  millions  of  people  around 
the  world  suffer  from  a  different  kind 
of  hunger — hunger  to  know  a  God 
who  is  loving  and  kind.  They  long 
for  a  God  who  cares  for  the  sick  and 
the  homeless;  who  takes  little  chil- 
dren on  His  knee  and  tells  them 
they  are  loved.  They  hunger  for  a 
God  who  forgives  them  when  they 
do  wrong  and  who  loves  them  re- 
gardless of  their  shortcomings.  But 
how  are  they  to  know  Him? 

The  Answer 

YOU  can  make  a  difference  to 
these  people!  YOU  can  be  one  who 
introduces  them  to  the  magnificent 
God  we  serve — the  God  who  is  mer- 
ciful, loving,  and  kind  beyond  our 
comprehension. 

Many  of  us  think  that  we  are  too 
insignificant  to  make  an  impact  on 
the  life  of  another  person.  We  rea- 
son that  we  aren't  trained  to  share 
the  Gospel  with  these  people,  so 
we'll  leave  it  up  to  those  who  are 
trained.  They'll  do  a  better  job. 

One  of  my  favorite  quotes  says,  "I 


may  not  be  perfect,  but  I  may  be  the 
only  example  of  Jesus  Christ  that  a 
person  ever  sees."  None  of  us  is  per- 
fect, but  God  still  calls  us  to  "go  and 
make  disciples  of  all  nations"  (Matt. 
28:19).  If  He  can  use  someone  like 
Paul  to  spread  His  message  to 
thousands  of  people,  surely  He  can 
use  us  to  do  the  same!  Will  you 
allow  God  to  use  you? 

This  summer  The  Brethren  Church 
is  offering  many  different  ways  for 
you  to  serve  God  and  help  needy 
people  around  the  world.  Whether 
you  are  fifteen  or  well  over  fifty, 
God  can  use 
you!  Whether 
you  want  to  go 
halfway  around 
the  world  or 
stay  in  your  own 
state,  God  can 
use  you!  You 
don't  need  to 
worry  about 
training  —  we'll 
provide  it.  Don't 
worry  about  get- 
ting there  — 
we'll  find  a  way. 
Don't  worry 
about  what  you'll  say  to  that  little 
girl  who  is  looking  to  you  for  ad- 
vice— God  will  provide  the  words! 

District  Crusaders 

Youth  who  have  completed  the 
10th,  11th,  or  12th  grade  are  eligible 
to  serve  as  District  Crusaders.  They 
will  remain  in  their  own  district  and 
serve  three  to  four  weeks  at  camp, 
Bible  schools,  and  churches.  This  is 
a  great  opportunity  for  young  people 
to  explore  different  kinds  of  min- 
istry without  going  far  from  home. 

National  Crusaders 

Young  adults  who  have  completed 
high  school  can  participate  in  this  ex- 
citing ministry!  National  Crusaders 
are  assigned  to  teams  that  travel 


around  the  country  sharing  their 
gifts  and  talents  in  churches,  camps, 
and  every- 
where they  go. 
This  year  we 
hope  to  have 
enough  people 
to  fill  three 
teams  —  a 
Bible  school 
team,  a  camp 
team,  and  a 
performance 
team  (music/ 
drama).  These 


Presenting  the  gospel  through  a 
clown  ministry  in  Mexico,  teaching 
vacation  Bible  school  in  Jamaica,  using 
puppets  to  share  the  Good  News  at  a 
church  or  church  camp  in  the  U.S.,  or 
bringing  smiles  to  children  s  faces  any- 
where— these  are  Just  a  few  of  the  many 
ministry  opportunities  open  to  you 
through  the  Summer  Ministry  Program. 


people  will  complete  a  week  of  in- 
tensive training  and  then  serve  six 
weeks,  ending  their  summer  at  the 
BYIC  Convention  in  Colorado. 

Young  Adult  Ministry  Interns 

Anyone  who  has  completed  high 
school  is  eligible  to  serve  as  a 
Young  Adult  Ministry  Intern.  In- 
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"This  summer  The  Brethren  Church  is  offering  many  different  ways  for  you  to  serve  God  and 
help  needy  people  around  the  world.  Whether  you  are  fifteen  or  well  over  fifty,  God  can  use  you! 
Whether  you  want  to  go  half  way  around  the  world  or  stay  in  your  own  state,  God  can  use  you!" 


terns  are  placed  with  pastors, 
youth  directors,  worship  leaders,  or 
with  Christian  men  and  women  in 
secular  jobs.  Interns  spend  the  en- 
tire summer  working  in  fields  of 

service 
that 
they  are 
consider- 
ing en- 
tering. 
They  get 
to  see  all 
aspects 
of  this 
field,  in- 
cluding 


the  struggles  and  the  joys.  They 
complete  the  internship  with  a  bet- 
ter understanding  of  what  would  be 
expected  of  them  should  they  enter 
this  field  full  time,  and  knowing 
whether  they  like  this  field  or  not. 

Placing  interns  with  Christian 
men  and  women  in  secular  jobs  is 
new  this  year.  The  purpose  of  doing 


this  is  to  acquaint  people  with  the 
wide  world  of  ministry  around  us.  A 
Christian  nurse,  for  example,  can 
have  just  as  much  of  an  impact  on  a 
patient  as  the  hospital  chaplain! 

Short-Term  Mission  Trips 

If  you  would  like  to  see  first  hand 
how  people  in  another  culture  live 
and  have  the  opportunity  to  share 
your  heart   and   the   Gospel   with 
these  people,  then  a  mission  trip 
would  be  perfect  for  you.  We  are  of- 
fering a  variety  of  teams  that  will 
travel   to   many   different   places. 
Also,  if  you  don't  see  a  trip  listed 
below  that  interests  you,  but  you 
would  still  like  to  go  on  a 
trip,  please  call  and  we  will 
work  with  you  to  design  a 
trip  to  custom-fit  your  needs. 
Jamaica     (July     10-21): 
This  team  will  travel  to  the 
island    of   Jamaica,    where 
team  members  will  live  with 
and  serve  people  living  in  ex- 
treme poverty  in  the  shadow 
of   glamorous    resorts    and 
hotels.    Team   members   see 
the  sights,  learn  the  culture, 
and  have  the  wonderful  priv- 
ilege of  sharing  the  Gospel 
with    the    Jamaican    people.     In 
Jamaica  you  can  choose  to  serve 
on   a  work   team,   a   Bible   school 
team,  or  a  music  team. 

Hurricane,  West  Virginia,  Work 
Trip  (June  25  to  July  1):  Travel  to 
a  poverty-stricken  town  in  a  place 
not  that  far  from  where  you  live 
and  see  how  people  in  our  own 
country  are  affected  by  mines  and 
steel  mills,  factories  and  businesses 
that  shut  down  and  leave  families 
destitute.  This  team  will  repair 
houses,  construct  new  homes,  and 
build  relationships  with  the  people 
of  Hurricane. 

Inner-City  Trip  (dates  to  be  an- 
nounced): Inner  cities  offer  a  great 
opportunity  to  witness  to  homeless 
people,  unchurched  people,  and 
those  who  have  been  hardened  by 
violence  and  crime.  Join  us  as  we 


minister  to  these  people  at  soup 
kitchens,  on  the  street,  and  in  many 
other  places.  This  trip  will  be  cus- 
tom designed  for  those  wishing  to 
take  part  in  inner-city  ministry. 
Possible  locations  include  Washing- 
ton, D.C.,  Los  Angeles,  or  Chicago. 
Dates  are  flexible. 

Guatemala  (June  26-July  8,  July 
10-22,  or  July  24-August  5):  Have 
you  ever  thought  about  going  on  a 
missions  trip  but  weren't  interested 
in  teaching  Bible  school  or  helping 
with  a  building  project?  Would  you 
like  to  go  to  a  foreign  country  and 
work  in  a  professional  area  that  in- 
terests you?  If  so,  Guatemala  may 
be  the  place  for  you.  Here  you  can 
work  in  economic  development, 
agriculture,  social  work,  sports  min- 
istry, education,  environmental  ed- 
ucation, physical  therapy,  or  appro- 
priate technology  (heat  and  water 
resources).  Dates  are  flexible. 

Native  American  Reservation 
Work  Trip  (June  11-17  or  July 
2-8):  Native  Americans  are  rich  in 
heritage  but  are  sometimes  desper- 
ately poor  in  many  other  areas. 
Many  live  in  shacks  with  no  run- 
ning water,  leaky  roofs,  bad  wiring, 
and  unsanitary  plumbing.  Join  a 
work  team  as  we  give  the  gifts  of 
love  and  labor  to  these  people. 

Mexico  (dates  TBA):  This  team 
will  minister  to  the  people  of  our 
neighboring  country.  Mexico  is 
filled  with  poverty  and  people 
searching  for  hope.  This  team  will 
offer  that  hope  as  well  as  helping 
with  construction  and  repairs. 
Dates  for  this  trip  are  also  flexible. 

If  you  are  interested  in  any  of 
these  opportunities  or  would  be 
willing  to  offer  prayer  support  for 
the  Summer  Ministries  Program  as 
a  Prayer  Warrior,  please  contact 
Jaime  Gillespie  at  The  Brethren 
Church  National  Office  (by  e-mail, 
jaime@brethrenchurch.org  or  by 
phone,  419-289-1708).  [^] 

Ms.  Gillespie  is  National  Youth 
Leader  for  The  Brethren  Church. 
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Brethren  Ministry  Wives: 
house  of  cards  or  building  of  God? 

By  Mesu  Andrews 


J 


HAVE  YOU  ever  made  a  house  of 
cards?  If  you  have  tried  this 
test  of  nerves,  you  know  that  each 
added  card  gives  a  new  dimension  to 
the  form.  It  also  gives  a  new  poten- 
tial for  disaster!  Even  a  heavy  breath 
can  topple  the  entire  structure! 

Have  you  ever  watched  a  house 
being  built — foundations  poured, 
walls  put  up,  rafters  added?  Each 
addition  to  this  kind  of  structure 
also  gives  new  dimension.  But  in- 
stead of  making  it  more  precarious, 
each  element  adds  stability  to  the 
house  as  the  various  elements  unite 
to  hold  it  together. 

The  infant  ministry  called  Breth- 
ren Ministry  Wives  began  its  build- 
ing last  August  at  General  Confer- 
ence. But  the  foundation  for  this 
ministry  was  laid  many  years  ago, 
when  pastors'  wives  felt  a  need  to 
"connect."  I  was  recently  given  a 
tattered  spiral  notebook  titled  sim- 
ply "Ministers'  Wives."  The  notes  in 
this  book  are  priceless,  dating  back 
to  1980.  It  includes  names  of  women 
like  Julie  Flora,  Roberta  Gilmer, 
Peggy  Beekley  .  .  .  and  the  list  goes 
on.  These  were  some  of  the  women 
who  began  the  building  process. 

A  survey  of  needs 

Years  later,  during  General  Con- 
ference in  1997,  Cathy  Britton  and 
Judy  Allison  used  a  survey  to  give 
pastors'  wives  an  opportunity  to 
communicate  what  they  need  in 
their  lives  as  soul-mates  to  men  in 
pastoral  ministry.  The  basic  needs 
expressed  by  the  women  fell  into 
five  categories: 

•  For  pastors'  wives  to  be  recognized 
as  a  group  with  unique  needs. 

•  A  newsletter  relevant  to  those 
needs — sent  to  the  wives  at  home, 
not  to  the  church. 

•  A  mentoring  program  or  some  way 
for  the  wife  of  a  new  pastor  to  con- 
nect with  an  experienced  pastor's 
wife.  (Both  new  and  experienced 
pastors'  wives  favored  this.) 


•  A  way  for  pastors'  wives  to  com- 
municate personally  with  each 
other  throughout  the  year,  not 
just  during  Conference. 

•  A  positive,  uplifting  experience 
when  the  wives  meet  together — 
an  atmosphere  of  caring  for  one 
other,  but  with  the  focus  on  God's 
faithfulness  and  good  gifts. 

A  new  face 

After  a  wonderful  discussion  at  the 
1999  pastors  and  wives  retreat  in 
Florida,  a  plea  was  made  that  a  group 
for  pastors'  wives  be  started  with  a 
new  face.  It  was  suggested  that  this 
new  group  include  not  just  wives  of 
pastors,  but  wives  of  all  men  in  The 
Brethren  Church  involved  in  voca- 
tional ministry — wives  of  seminary 
students  and  faculty  members, 
National  Office  employees,  mission- 
aries, district  camp  directors,  etc. 

This  new  group,  called  Brethren 
Ministry  Wives,  met  for  breakfast 
at  the  1999  General  Conference  for 
fellowship  and  inspiration.  At  that 
time  another  survey  was  circulated 
to  collect  practical  suggestions  of 
ways  to  continue  building  this  new 
ministry.  The  survey  also  asked  for 
nominees  of  women  who  would  be 
effective  leaders  in  beginning  this 
new  endeavor.  When  the  results  of 
the  survey  were  tallied,  several  min- 
istry areas  and  potential  leaders  for 
those  areas  emerged: 

•  A  Prayer  Ministry  to  unite  all 
Brethren  Ministry  Wives  through- 
out the  year  as  they  lift  up  each 
other  in  prayer.  Ann  DeVeny  will 
lead  this  ministry  (with  support 
from  Jill  Stone). 

•  A  Resource  Ministry  to  suggest 
materials  for  personal  and  spirit- 
ual growth  in  our  unique  areas  of 
need.  Carolyn  Cooksey  and  Holly 
Finks  will  lead  this  ministry. 

•  A  Newsletter  Ministry  to  connect 
us  regularly  with  each  other  by 
providing  inspirational  articles, 
practical  suggestions,  and  fellow- 


ship (by  highlighting  one  or  two 
women  in  each  issue  so  that  we 
can  get  to  know  each  other  bet- 
ter). I  will  compile  and  edit  the  in- 
formation for  this  ministry  (with 
lots  of  input  from  lots  of  others). 
•  A  Mentoring  Ministry  so  that  new 
ministry  wives  can  learn  from 
wives  who  have  experienced  the 
unique  challenges  and  blessings 
common  to  their  position.  We  feel 
certain  that  this  is  a  ministry  we 
must  have,  but  we  have  not  yet 
found  the  woman  God  has  chosen 
to  lead  it.  (He  will  provide!) 

A  crossroads 

I  believe  that  Brethren  Ministry 
Wives  is  at  a  crossroads.  The  next 
few  months  will  reveal  whether  this 
ministry  is  a  house  of  cards  built  on 
the  desires  and  whims  of  a  few  peo- 
ple, or  if  it  is  a  house  that  God  is 
building,  offered  by  Him  as  a  gift  be- 
yond all  that  we  could  ask  or  imag- 
ine. I  pray  that  it  is  the  latter. 

If  you  are  a  Brethren  Ministry 
Wife,  this  is  how  you  can  help  in 
that  direction.  We  want  to  hear 
from  you!  We  are  working  to  get  our 
first  newsletter  compiled  and 
mailed.  But  we  need  addresses.  We 
have  home  addresses  for  the  women 
who  attended  the  breakfast  at  Gen- 
eral Conference.  If  you  were  not  at 
the  breakfast  but  would  like  to  be 
included  on  the  mailing  list,  please 
contact  me — Mesu  Andrews — by 
phone  at  219-773-2263;  by  e-mail  at 
rometremCg'bnin.net;  or  by  mail  at 
705  N.  Main  St.,  Nappanee,  IN  46550. 

In  our  first  newsletter,  we  will 
include  some  exciting  information 
about  special  times  to  meet  together 
at  the  pastors  and  wives  retreat  in 
May  (9-11)  and  at  General  Confer- 
ence in  August  (7-11).  [^] 

Mrs.  Andrews,  one  of  the  leaders  of 
Brethren  Ministry  Wives,  is  a  member  of 
Nappanee,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church, 
where  her  husband  is  associate  pastor 


8 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Name(s) 
Address 


General  Conference  Registration  Form 

August  7-11,  2000;  Estes  Park,  Colorado 
City/State/Zip 


Home  phone  # 


Work  phone  # 


E-mail  address 


Names  and  ages  of  your  children  rooming  with  you 


Lodging:  Three  lodges  have  been  reserved  for  adults  attending  Conference.  Rates  depend  on  the  lodge  and  the 
number  of  adults  staying  in  a  room  (see  below).  Rates  for  children  apply  to  children  ages  3  through  15  who 
share  a  room  with  their  parents.  There  is  no  charge  for  children  under  3. 

Rooms  in  all  three  lodges  have  full  private  bath.  Rooms  in  Wind  River  Lodge  and  Alpen  Inn  have  bal- 
conies; rooms  in  Mt.  Ypsilon  Lodge  do  not.  Rooms  in  Mt.  Ypsilon  accommodate  up  to  four  people  per  room 
(1  double  bed,  1  set  of  bunk  beds).  Rooms  in  Wind  River  Lodge  accommodate  up  to  five  people  per  room  (2 
queen-size  beds,  1  single  floor  futon).  Rooms  in  Alpen  Inn  accommodate  up  to  six  people  per  room  (2  queen- 
size  beds,  1  queen-size  sofa  bed). 


Rates  per  person  per  day 

are  as  follows  (rate  includes  two  meals  per  day,  breakfast  and  dinner): 

Tntnl  nii'-"l^'^t-  /~>f  orlnUc 

Lodge             1  adult 

2  adults 

3  adults 

4  adults 

5  adults 

6  adults 

per  child 

Mt.  Ypsilon  Lodge    $  87  each 

$55  each 

$44  each 

$39  each 

— 

— 

$11  each 

Wind  River  Lodge    $  11 5  each 

$69  each 

$54  each 

$46  each 

$41  each 

— 

$11  each 

Alpen  Inn                  $  1 1 5  each 

$69  each 

$54  each 

$46  each 

$41  each 

$38  each 

$11  each 

Choice  of  lodging;  check  one:    D  Mt.  Ypsilon  Lodge    D  Wind  River  Lodge    D  Alpen  Inn    D  Off  cam- 
pus (camping,  staying  in  a  motel;  people  staying  off  campus  must  make  their  own  arrangements) 

Nights  you  will  be  staying  on  campus.  (Skip  if  you  will  be  staying  off  campus.) 

D  Monday      D  Tuesday      D  Wednesday      D  Thursday 

Names  of  any  adults  who  will  be  sharing  the  room  with  you  (they  must  register  separately) 


If  staying  off  campus,  days  you  will  attend  General  Conference.  (Skip  if  you  will  be  staying  on  campus.) 

n  Monday      D  Tuesday      D  Wednesday      D  Thursday      D  Friday 

Estes  Park  Center  requires  those  staying  off  campus  to  pay  a  $6  per  adult/per  day  facilities-use  fee  for  each 
day  they  attend  General  Conference;  the  rate  for  children  age  3  to  15  is  $3  per  child/per  day  (under  3  are  free). 

Children's  Conference  (for  children  4  years  old  to  those  who  have  completed  6th  grade) 


Child's  Name 

Age/Grade 
Completed 

Tu 

D 

D 

D 

D 

Morning  sessions 

($8.00/session) 

Wed       Th 

D         D 

D         D 

D         D 

D         D 

Fr 
D 
D 
D 
D 

Evening  sessions 

($5.00/session) 

Mo       Tu      Wed       Th 

D         D         D         D 

nana 

D         D         D         D 
D         D         D         D 

February  2000 
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General  Conference  Registration  Form  (continued) 

Nursery  (for  babies  and  toddlers  through  age  4) 

There  is  no  charge  for  the  nursery,  but  pre-registration  is  required. 


Child's  Name                      A 

ge                    Tu 
D 

Morning 
Wed        Th 

D          D 

D         D 

D         D 

Fr 
D 
D 
D 

Mo 

D 

D 

D 

Evening 
Tu      Wed 

D         D 

D         D 

D         D 

Th 
D 
D 
D 

D 

D 

Afternoon  activities 


Activity 


Cost 


Tuesday  Wed.         Thursday 

Enter  number  of  people 


1 .  Bus  tour  of  Rocky  Mountain  National  Park  (4-hour  tour  of       $2 1 .00 
spectacular  scenery;  picnic  lunch;  stops  for  photos  or  short  hikes) 

2.  Horseback  riding  ( 1  '/2-hour  ride)  (leisurely  ride  through  $26.00 
mountain  forests  and  meadows;  departs  at  3:30  p.m.) 

3.  Horseback  riding  (2V2-hour  ride)  (similar  to  above  but  longer     $38.00 
ride  with  rest  break  halfway  through;  departs  at  1:45  p.m.) 

4.  Shopping  trip  to  Loveland  Outlet  Mall  (the  $5.00  is  for  bus       $  5.00 
transportation;  more  than  80  stores;  store  coupons;  departs  1  p.m.) 

5.  Golf  tournament  on  Wednesday  afternoon  (18  holes;  includes  $48.00 
cart;  club  rental  extra;  questions,  call  Lee  Solomon,  419-289-5906) 


Lodging 

Adult  rate  per  night    times 

Child  rate  per  night    $11.00  times 


Registration  Fee  Calculation 

(number  of  adults)  times    

(number  of  children)  times 


Facilities-use  charge  (people  staying  off  campus  only) 
Rate  per  adult  $6.00  times    (number  of  adults)  times       

Rate  per  child  $3.00  times    (number  of  children)  times  

Children's  Conference  (count  the  number  of  boxes  you  checked  for  each  morning  and  evening) 

Total  number  morning  sessions times  $8,  plus  total  number  evening  sessions times  $5 

Activities 


(number  of  nights)  -- 
(number  of  nights)  = 

(number  of  days)  = 
(number  of  days)  = 


1 .  Bus  tour  of  Rocky  Mountain  National  Park: 

2.  Horseback  riding  (1  '/2-hour  ride) 

3.  Horseback  riding  (2 '/2-hour  ride) 

4.  Shopping  trip  to  Loveland  Outlet  Mall 

5.  Golf  tournament  on  Wednesday  afternoon 


Rate  $21.00  times 
Rate  $26.00  times 
Rate  $38.00  times 
Rate  $  5.00  times 
Rate  $48.00  times 


(number  of  people)  = 
(number  of  people)  = 
(number  of  people)  = 
(number  of  people)  = 
(number  of  people)  = 


Total (enclose  at  least  half  of  this  amount  with  this  registration  form) 

Registration  Deadline  is  May  19.  Registrations  postmarked  after  May  19  will  not  be  accepted.  At  least 
half  of  the  total  registration  fee  is  due  with  this  form.  The  balance  is  due  by  June  1  for  you  to  be  registered. 
There  will  be  a  $25  cancellation  fee  for  cancellations  after  June  1. 
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Send  to  :  General  Conference  Registration,  524  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Two  Brethren  laymen  issue 
matching-funds  challenge 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  Two  Brethren  laymen 
from  the  Pennsylvania  District  have  is- 
sued a  $1,000  matching-funds  challenge 
to  raise  money  to  purchase  books  in 
Spanish  for  the  library  of  the  South 
American  Theological  Seminary  (STS) 
in  Argentina. 

The  seminary  in  Argentina  is  in  the 
process  of  adding  books  and  resources  to 
its  library  in  order  to  seek  accreditation. 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary  sent 
1,000  volumes  to  begin  the  library,  and 
the  seminary  in  Argentina  recovered  an- 
other 1,000  volumes  that  belonged  to  the 
former  Eden  Bible  Institute.  For  accredi- 
tation purposes,  however,  the  seminary 
must  have  a  significant  number  of  theo- 
logical and  biblical  volumes  in  Spanish. 

The  matching-funds  program  for  the 
seminary  in  Argentina  is  reminiscent  of  a 
similar  program  sponsored  by  the  Na- 
tional Laymen's  Organization  in  the  late 
sixties  and  early  seventies.  At  that  time 
the  laymen  joined  together  to  raise  funds 
to  purchase  books  for  Ashland  Theologi- 
cal Seminary's  library.  Their  efforts  like- 
wise enabled  ATS  to  meet  accreditation 
standards  for  its  library. 

If  you  are  interested  in  giving  to  this 
project,  send  your  gift  to:  STS  Library 
Fund,  The  Brethren  Church,  524  College 
Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805.  And  remember, 
the  gift  you  give  will  be  matched  by  the 
two  Brethren  from  Pennsylvania.        ['ij'] 


From  the  cowardice  that  dare  not 

face  new  truth, 
From  the  laziness  that  is  content 

with  half  truth, 
From  the  arrogance  that  thinks  it 

knows  all  truth, 
Good  Lord,  deliver  us. 

Prayer  from  Ken\;a 


Pennsylvania  Brethren  gather  January  15 
for  a  "State  of  the  District"  consultation 


Jones  Mills,  Pa.  —  Sixty-three  people 
from  18  of  the  Pennsylvania  District's  22 
churches  gathered  at  the  Valley  Brethren 
Church  on  Saturday,  January  15,  for  a 
"State  of  the  Districf  consultation. 

The  consultation  was  part  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Church  Health  Project,  a  two- 
year  joint  venture  of  the  Pennsylvania 
District  and  The  Brethren  Church  Na- 
tional Office.  Consultation  presenters 
were  district  moderator  T.  J.  McLaughlin 
and  Ronald  W.  Waters,  consultant  for 
evangelism/church  growth  for  The 
Brethren  Church.  Host  pastor  Bill  Yoder 
led  an  opening  worship  service. 

In  his  "state  of  the  district"  report, 
McLaughlin  highlighted  district  mem- 
bership and  attendance  trends  and  com- 
posite scores  on  church  health  from  the 
Natural  Church  Development  (NCD) 
profile.  Twenty  of  the  district's  22  con- 
gregations completed  an  NCD  profile 
last  fall. 

A  chart  of  district  membership  and 
attendance  from  1946-1998  revealed  a 
44%  decline  in  membership  and  a  36% 
decline  in  Sunday  school  attendance.  By 
contrast,  worship  attendance  for  the 
period  increased  by  41%,  with  an  11% 
growth  in  1998  alone.  While  celebrating 
the  growth  in  worship  attendance, 
McLaughlin  said,  "My  concern  is  with 
the  number  of  people  who  joined  our 
churches  but  never  became  involved  in 
congregational  life,"  He  based  his  com- 
ment on  the  wide  disparity  between 
membership  and  attendance  figures. 

Noting  that  membership  and  Sunday 
school  attendances  began  a  slow,  steady 
decline  in  the  late  1960s,  he  highlighted 
causes  that  might  have  been  behind  the 
shift  from  earlier  periods  of  growth  to 
periods  of  decline.  Not  discounting  soci- 
etal and  demographic  shifts,  he  focused 
more  on  congregational  behavior.  "We 
say  we  believe  in  community,"  he  said, 
"but  the  people  we  were  reaching  were 
never  acclimated  into  our  congregations. 
We  weren't  doing  in  the  1940s-1960s 
what  we  needed  to  do  to  help  them  be- 
come fully  committed  to  the  church." 

McLaughlin  also  noted  that  from 
1988  1998  congregations  were  effective 
in  reaching  new  people.  Statistics  for  the 
10-year  period  revealed  that  district 
churches  added  1,190  new  members — 
55%  of  then  by  conversion,   25%  by 


memberships  transferred  in,  and  20%  by 
reclaiming  inactive  members  into  active 
membership.  But  these  gains  were  offset 
by  membership  losses  of  1,730.  The  ma- 
jority (70%)  of  the  losses — 1,207  people 
— were  by  reversion,  persons  removed 
from  membership  for  inactivity  or  for 
leaving  the  Christian  faith.  He  used  these 
figures  to  support  his  contention  that 
churches  had  failed  to  effectively  disci- 
ple and  assimilate  new  people. 

Reporting  on  the  church  health  profile, 
McLaughlin  noted  that  18  of  the  20 
churches  have  identified  at  least  one  of 
three  characteristics  as  their  lowest  or 
second  lowest  quality.  Those  three  char- 
acteristics are  gift-oriented  ministry, 
functional  structures,  and  empowering 
leadership.  "It  was  not  just  one  or  two 
congregations  but  the  vast  majority  of 
our  churches.  This  is  powerful  because  it 
gives  us  insight  into  what  we  need  to  do 
to  change,"  he  said.  The  highest-rated 
characteristics  of  the  district  were  need- 
oriented  evangelism  and  inspiring  wor- 
ship services. 

After  reviewing  the  composite  scores 
on  church  health,  McLaughlin  said, 
"Let's  be  honest — there  is  nothing  here 
to  'write  home'  about.  But  there's  noth- 
ing here  to  'jump  off  the  bridge'  over 
either.  We  are  making  a  shift  and  starting 
to  become  more  concerned  about  the 
unchurched.  We're  not  out  of  the  woods 
by  any  means.  But  we're  also  not  out  of 
the  race.  Through  Christ,  all  things  are 
possible." 

He  encouraged  congregations  to  take 
advantage  of  resources  and  seminars 
being  offered  by  the  district  and  the  de- 
nomination to  help  congregations  im- 
prove their  areas  of  weakness.  He  closed 
his  presentation  by  having  participants 
pray  in  small  groups  for  the  district  and 
for  their  congregations. 

Waters  spoke  on  the  essentials  of 
church  health,  explaining  the  Natural 
Church  Development  profile  and  the 
eight  quality  characteristics  it  measures. 
He  also  led  participants  in  a  discussion  of 
the  results  in  congregational  groupings 
and  proposed  the  next  steps  congrega- 
tions should  follow  to  address  their 
weakest  characteristics. 

Following  the  consultation.  McLaugh- 
lin said  the  number  of  people  who  came 
(continued  on  next  page) 


February  2000 


11 


In  Memory 

Rev.  Albert  O.  Curtright 

Rev.  Albert  O.  Curtright,  88,  retired 
Brethren  pastor,  died  December  27  at 
United  Medical 
Center  West  in 
Cheyenne,  Wyo. 
Albert  was 
born  March  2, 
1911,  in  Arkan- 
sas City,  Kansas, 
but  spent  much 
of  his  life  in 
Cheyenne,  where 
he  was  a  found- 
ing member  and 
deacon  of  the  Cheyenne  Brethren  Church, 
later  returning  to  pastor  the  congrega- 
tion. Prior  to  that  he  served  Brethren 
congregations  in  Carleton,  Nebr.,  and 
Howe  (Brighton  Chapel),  Milford,  and 
Burlington,  Ind.  He  was  an  Ashland  Uni- 
versity trustee  and  a  member  of  the  Sem- 
inary Committee.  He  also  served  for  a 
time  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  the 
Brethren's  Home  in  Flora,  Ind.  He  retired 
from  pastoral  ministry  in  Cheyenne  in 
1984. 

He  was  preceded  in  death  by  his  wife, 
Viola  (Garber),  whom  he  marred  June 
14,  1930,  and  by  two  daughters.  He  is 


Pa.  District  Consultation 

(continued  from  page  11) 
and  their  positive  response  and  com- 
mitment to  addressing  the  weaknesses 
encouraged  him.  "I  think  we  have  a 
good  opportunity  to  turn  things 
around  in  this  district,"  he  said. 

Future  district  activities  will  in- 
clude seminars  on  each  of  the  eight 
characteristics  at  the  July  2000  district 
conference,  quarterly  consultations 
and  training  seminars  in  2000-2001, 
and  completion  of  another  profile  in 
the  spring  of  2001  to  evaluate 
changes.  Throughout  the  next  18 
months,  congregations  will  use  re- 
sources provided  by  the  district  and 
denomination  to  address  areas  of 
weakness. 

—  reported  by  Ronald  W.  Waters 


survived  by  three  daughters — Madeline 
Timmons  of  Bowie,  Tex.;  Gracie  Gru- 
baugh  of  Spencerville,  Iowa,  and  Janenne 
Thomas  of  Cheyenne;  and  by  1 7  grand- 
children, and  19  great-grandchildren. 

His  funeral  service  was  held  January  3 
at  the  Cheyenne  Brethren  Church  with 
Pastor  G.  Emery  Hurd  officiating. 

Doran  J.  Hostetler 

Doran  J.  Hostetler,  62,  principal  of 
Riverside  Christian  School,  died  unex- 
pectedly on  Tuesday,  January  25,  at  his 
home  in  Lost  Creek,  Ky.  Doran  served  at 
Riverside  Christian  School  for  more  than 
40  years.  He  served  as  principal  of  the 
school  for  30  of  those  years. 

Doran  was  bom  March  18,  1937,  in 
Trail,  Ohio,  the  son  of  Ralph  and  Eva 
Hostetler.  He 
was  a  1959 
graduate  of  Ash- 
land University. 
He  is  survived 
by  Nancy,  his 
wife  of  40  years; 
a  son  Chad  and 
his  wife  Tammy 
of  Bowling 
Green,  Ky;  and 
two  daughters — 
Holly  Bowers 
(husband  Rob  and  children  Derek  and 
Kayln)  of  Bowling  Green;  and  Lisa 
Smith  (husband  Tim  and  daughter 
Kaleigh)  of  Lost  Creek. 

His  funeral  service  was  held  Friday, 
January  28,  in  the  Riverside  School  gym- 
nasium, with  burial  on  the  Riverside 
campus  grounds. 

Floyd  S.  Benshoff 

Floyd  S.  Benshoff,  92,  a  leader  for 
many  years  in  the  National  Laymen's  Or- 
ganization of  The  Brethren  Church,  went 
to  be  with  the  Lord  on  January  1 . 

Floyd  was  bom  July  3,  1907,  in  John- 
stown, Pa.,  son  of  David  F.  and  Lucinda 
St.  Clair  Benshoff.  He  was  married  for 
54  years  to  Erma  Holsinger  Benshoff, 
who  died  in  1984.  In  1987  he  married 
Rosalie  Graybill,  who  survives  him. 

For  more  than  50  years  he  owned  and 
operated  Morrellville  Newsstand  in 
Johnstown.  He  was  a  lifelong  member  of 
the  Johnstown,  Pa.,  Third  Brethren 
Church,  where  he  served  as  deacon, 
moderator,  Sunday  school  teacher,  choir 
director,  and  treasurer.  He  also  served  for 
a  time  as  director  of  the  Cambria  City 
Mission  in  Johnstown.  For  many  years 
he  was  editor  of  The  Brethren  Layman 


magazine.  He  served  in  many  capacities 
at  the  district  and  denomination  level  of 
The  Brethren  Church,  and  also  on  the 
Board  of  Tmstees  of  Ashland  University. 

In  addition  to  his  wife  Rosalie,  he  is 
survived  by  a  son  Glenn  and  his  wife 
Marian  (Stutz- 
man);  daughter 
Doris  Gmmbling 
and  her  husband 
Raymond  (inter- 
im pastor  of  John- 
stown Third);  and 
daughter  DeAnn 
Obum  and  her 
husband  Eugene, 
pastor  of  the 
Loree  (Bunker 
Hill,  Ind.)  Brethren  Church.  He  is  also 
survived  by  two  stepchildren  and  their 
spouses,  11  grandchildren,  5  step-grand- 
children, 13  great-grandchildren,  and  7 
step-great-grandchildren. 

His  funeral  service  was  held  January  4 
at  Hindman  Funeral  Home  in  Johnstown 
with  Rev.  Eugene  Obum  and  Rev.  Ray 
Hileman  officiating.  Memorial  contribu- 
tions may  be  made  to  Johnstown  Third 
Brethren  Church.  [1>] 
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What  would  it  take  to  be  ready? 


By  Bonnie  Munson 


THERE  is  a  Native  American 
proverb  that  says,  "Today  is  a 
good  day  to  die."  I  have  reflected 
on  that  for  many  years.  The 
proverb  imphes  that  when  I  can 
make  this  statement  with  convic- 
tion and  peace,  I  am  ready.  If  I 
were  to  die  today,  I  would  have  no 
regrets. 

I  have  pondered  many  times 
what  it  means  to  have  no  regrets. 
What  would  it  take  to  be  ready? 
What  would  be  left  unfinished  if  I 
died  today? 

As  Christians  we  are  not  only 
"awaiting"  death,  we  are  also 
waiting  for  the  Lord's  return.  In 
2  Peter  chapter  3  we  are  told  to 
watch  and  be  ready  until  the  Lord 
comes  again.  In  verse  8  of  this 
chapter  Peter  begins  setting  the 
stage,  and  then  in  verse  10  he  says, 
"...  the  day  of  the  Lord  will  come 
.  .  ."!  And  in  verse  14  he  says,  "... 
while  you  are  waiting . . . ."  It's  in  the 
waiting  time  that  we  have  responsi- 
bility. What  do  we  do  while  we  wait? 

Peter  suggests  two  things:  "strive 
to  be  found  by  him  at  peace,  without 
spot  or  blemish"  (3:14);  and  "grow  in 
the  grace  and  knowledge  of  our  Lord 
and  Savior  Jesus  Christ"  (3:18). 

Again  I  am  caught  with  the  admo- 
nition to  be  ready.  Preparation  is 
expected.  Sitting  around  and  doing 
nothing  is  not  acceptable. 

Marks  of  true  Christians 

Paul  also  prompts  us  to  be  doing 
several  things.  They  are  common 
and  familiar  to  us.  We  read  them 
and  often  hear  them  in  sermons. 

Romans  12:9-21  in  the  New 
Revised  Standard  Version  has  the 
heading  "Marks  of  the  True  Chris- 


tian." In  this  passage  Paul  says,  "Let 
love  be  genuine;  hate  what  is  evil, 
hold  fast  to  what  is  good;  love  one 
another  with  mutual  affection;  .... 
Do  not  lag  in  zeal,  be  ardent  in  spir- 
it...  .  Rejoice  in  hope,  be  patient  in 
suffering,  persevere  in  prayer.  Con- 
tribute to  the  needs  of  the  saints; 
extend  hospitality  to  strangers. 

"Bless  those  who  persecute  you; 
....  Rejoice  with  those  who  rejoice, 
weep  with  those  who  weep.  Live  in 
harmony  with  one  another;  .... 
take  thought  for  what  is  noble  .  .  .  ." 

I  have  come  to  realize  that  there  is 
a  similar  process  in  preparing  for 
our  own  death.  It  begins  when  we 
acknowledge  we  are  going  to  die 
someday.  It  prompts  many  ques- 
tions. How  shall  I  live  until  that 
day?  What  is  the  best  use  of  my  life 
until  it's  over?  What  are  the  most 
important  things  I  need  to  do  before 
that  day  comes? 

One  way  to  get  a  clearer  sense  of 


what  you  need  to  be  doing  is  to 
envision  your  funeral.  Picture 
three  speakers — one  from  your 
workplace,  one  from  your  church, 
and  one  from  your  family.  All 
three  recall  their  experiences  with 
you  and  tell  the  others  how  they 
saw  you  live  your  life.  What  would 
you  hope  they  would  say?  Did  they 
see  your  intentions  or  your  ac- 
tions? Would  anyone  be  surprised 
by  what  they  heard? 

mbraclng  our  mortality 

I  have  been  very  moved  by  a 
book  entitled  Living  with  the  End 
in  Mind,  by  Erin  Tierney  Kramp 
and  Douglas  H.  Kramp  with 
Emily  R  McKhann.  The  subtitle 
says,  A  Practical  Checklist  for  Liv- 
ing Life  to  the  Fullest  by  Embracing 
Your  Mortality. 

Erin  Kramp  was  diagnosed  with 
terminal  cancer  in  her  early  30 's. 
Her  doctors  told  her  that  she  had 
three  to  eighteen  months  to  live. 
She  had  a  very  young  daughter  and 
a  husband  who  was  her  best  friend. 
The  thought  of  the  grief  they  would 
share  when  she  was  gone  was  very 
difficult  for  her  to  ponder 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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Erin  began  making  video  tapes  for 
her  daughter  to  play  in  the  future 
with  "advice  from  Mom  in  the  teen 
years"  or  "thoughts  from  your  Mom 
on  your  wedding  day."  As  she  began 
to  envision  her  daughter's  future, 
she  reahzed  there  were  many  things 
that  she  could  do  now  that  would 
become  gifts  for  her  daughter  and 
husband  later  on. 

God  allowed  her  four  more  years 
to  live,  and  in  that  time  she  and  her 
husband  created  a  checklist  of 
things  to  do  before  you  die.  To  their 
surprise,  it  was  not  a  morbid,  sober- 
ing experience,  but  a  life-affirming 
and  joyous  preparation. 

The  book  presents  many,  many 
suggestions,  but  a  few  of  them  are 
worth  sharing  here. 

Leave  a  legacy 

•  Prepare  video  or  audio  tapes 
sharing  yourself  and  expressing 
your  love  for  your  family.  Tell 
them  family  stories  and  remem- 
brances. Make  it  joyful  and  lov- 
ing so  it  brings  a  smile. 

•  Make  photo  albums  and  place  in 
plastic  sleeves  in  the  albums 
audio  tapes  of  you  and  others 
talking  about  the  pictures.  In  the 
future,  the  tapes  can  be  played 
while  looking  through  the  photos 
to  enhance  the  experience. 

•  Write  letters  to  others,  to  be  read 
after  you  are  gone,  rejoicing  in 
your  relationship  with  them. 

•  Create  Remember  Books.  Record 
things  like  earliest  memories, 
favorite  teacher,  important  life 
lessons,  favorite  leisure  time 
activities,  etc. 

•  Designate  personal  items  to  be 
given  to  individuals.  Eliminate 
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their  struggle  to  know  who  gets 
what  from  your  estate. 

Emotional  preparation 

•  Accept  that  we  are  all  going  to 
die;  we  just  don't  know  when. 

•  Tell  the  people  you  love  how 
important  they  are  to  you. 

•  Remember  that  attitude  is  a 
choice;  choose  prayerfully. 

•  Forgive  yourself  and  others;  let 
go  of  the  anger  and  hurt. 

•  Acknowledge  your  fears  and  talk 
about  them. 

Mental  preparation 

(Do  these  things  to  ease  the  burden 
on  your  family  when  you  are  gone.) 

•  Complete  decisions  about  a  will, 
power  of  attorney,  insurance,  etc. 

•  Develop  a  plan  for  all  finances. 

•  Gather  important  documents  into 
one  place. 

•  Create  a  reference  manual  of  all 
important  information. 

•  Make  sure  your  family  knows 
what  has  been  prepared  and 
where  to  find  it. 

Spiritual  preparation 

•  Strengthen  your  relationship  with 
God  while  listening  in  the  silence. 

•  Pray.  Use  your  side  of  the  conver- 
sation to  express  what's  on  your 
heart. 

•  Pray  with  others;  draw  strength 
from  hearing  each  other's 
prayers. 

•  Read  scripture  and  other  spirit- 
lifting  materials. 

•  Look  for  signs  of  God's  love  in 
your  life. 

The  Kramps  have  gathered  in  this 
book  wonderful  suggestions  for  en- 
joyable and  life-affirming  activities 
to  help  us  live  life  abundantly  while 
acknowledging  our  mortality.  They 
offer  excellent  suggestions  for  pre- 


paring children  for  a  death  in  the 
family.  They've  also  prepared  a  list 
of  things  that  need  to  be  done  when 
a  death  occurs — helpful  at  a  time 
when  it  is  hard  to  think.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  their  efforts  in  preparing 
this  material  will  help  many  people. 

Another  author,  Steven  Levine, 
has  asked  some  thought-provoking 
questions:  "If  you  knew  you  were 
going  to  die  soon  and  could  only 
make  one  phone  call,  who  would  you 
call?  What  would  you  say?  And  why 
are  you  waiting?"* 

These  reflections  have  prompted 
me  to  get  organized  and  to  strength- 
en my  relationships.  I  have  been 
reminded  of  some  of  the  important 
things  I  need  to  be  doing  while  I 
wait.  In  sharing  my  thoughts  here,  I 
hope  others  will  do  the  same.  It 
takes  time  and  effort  and  energy  to 
pursue  these  preparations,  but  what 
will  sustain  us  is  remembering  that 
this  is  a  very  loving  thing  to  do. 

When  we  have  said  what  needed  to 
be  said, 
When  we  have  finished  what 
needed  to  be  finished, 
When  we  have  strengthened  the 
bonds  with  those  we  love, 

Then,  we  will  be  at  peace  and  say, 
Today  is  a  good  day  to  die. 
Then,  we  can  feel  freedom. 
Then,  we  can  live  with  abun- 
dant JOY.  m 

Ms.  Munson  served  for  25  years  as  a 
member  of  the  Brethren  House  Min- 
istries team.  She  now  lives  at  Green- 
croft  retirement  community  in  Goshen, 
Ind.,  where  she  serves  on  the  commu- 
nity's Ethics  Committee,  which  fre- 
quently deals  with  end-of-life  issues. 

■^Quoted  from  A  Second  Helping  of 
Chicken  Soup  for  the  Soul  by  Jack  Can- 
field  and  Mark  Victor  Hanson. 
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Where  does  God 
need  you? 

By  Emanuel  W.  Sandberg 


i: 


•N  THE  FEBRUARY 
.issue  of  the  Evange- 
list (p.  3)  I  asked  you  to 
take  a  spiritual  inven- 
tory of  your  life,  I  did 
this  for  several  reasons. 
First,  I  want  each  of 
us  to  remember  that 
God  gave  us  His  Son  so  that  we  who 
believe  in  and  follow  Him  will  have 
everlasting  life.  Second,  I  want  us  to 
remember  that  God  painstakingly 
created  each  one  of  us,  developing 
as  He  did  so  a  plan  for  our  lives. 

Third,  I  want  us  to  realize  that  God 
has  endowed  each  one  of  us  with 
special  talents  and  gifts  and  that  He 
has  enriched  our  lives  with  friends 
and  worldly  resources  so  that  we 
can  have  the  opportunity  to  live  a 
full  life.  Fourth,  I  want  us  to  realize 
that  God  expects  us  to  live  a  life 
filled  with  loving  relationships. 

This  list  of  God's  gifts  to  us  could 
go  on  and  on.  But  I  have  established 
this  base  in  order  to  ask  you  this: 
Since  God  has  given  you  everything, 
what  are  you  prepared  to  give  back 
to  Him? 

The  gifts  you  have  received  are 
not  just  for  your  personal  develop- 
ment. They  are  intended  to  be  used 
for  the  building  up  of  the  church 
and  thus  for  the  glory  of  God. 
Whenever  a  gift  is  not  used  to  build 
up  the  church  (and  therefore  is  not 
used  for  God's  glory),  there  is  real 
danger  that  the  gift  will  be  wasted 
or  misused  for  the  glory  of  the  per- 
son to  whom  it  was  given. 

God  has  equipped  us  with  specific 
gifts,  and  we  need  to  ask  Him  how 
He  wants  us  to  use  our  gifts  for  the 
benefit  of  the  church.  The  actual 
fact  is  that  most  of  us  do  not  know 
what  our  spiritual  gifts  are.  If  that 
is  the  case,  how  can  we  develop  a 


ministry  appropriate 
to  our  gifts  and  dedi- 
cate that  ministry  in 
service  to  God  to  build 
up  His  church? 

It  seems  clear  to  me 
that  church  leaders 
must  do  the  following: 

•  Help  all  Christians  to  discover 
their  spiritual  gifts. 

•  Help  Christians  match  their  spir- 
itual gifts  with  the  tasks  that 

need  to  be  done  to  

build  God's  church. 

•  Help  those  who  have 
been  given  the  gift  of 
leadership  to  lead,  re- 
gardless of  whether 
they  have  an  office  or 
formal  position  of 
leadership. 

•  Help  those  whose  gifts 
do  not  match  their  cur 
rent  assigned  tasks  to 
stop  what  they  are 
doing  and  move  as 
rapidly  as  possible  into  an  appro- 
priate ministry. 

Pastors  who  lead  by  empowering 
others  to  utilize  their  spiritual  gifts 
to  build  the  church  will  find  that 
God's  energy  within  the  congrega- 
tion will  be  multiplied  like  a  nuclear 
reaction. 


and  your  life  will  feel  the  power  of 
His  presence  and  guidance. 

Are  there  things  God  needs  from 
you?  What  role  does  He  have  for  your 
life?  I  believe  God  wants  us  to: 

•  Develop  and  participate  in  a 
Global  Program  of  Evangelism. 

•  Plant  at  least  fifty  new  Brethren 
churches,  including  inner  city 
and  Hispanic  churches. 

•  Involve  every  Brethren  church 
as  a  sponsor  or  co-sponsor  of  a 
church  plant. 

•  Expand  the  geographic  spread  of 
Brethren  churches. 

God  wants  each  one  of  us  to  be  a 
Great  Commission  activist  (a  war- 
rior) and  to  use  our  minds,  hearts, 
and  God-given  gifts  to  that  end.  He 
also  wants  us  to  develop  our  gifts 
and  use  them  to: 

•  Participate  in  the  renewal  of 
our  churches. 

•  Reach  new  levels  of  performance 
in  accordance  with  the  spiritual 
gifts  and  the  resources  He  has 
provided. 


Does  the  road  you  are  on 
lead  to  My  Place? 

—  God 


I  believe  that  if  you 
want  to  serve  God,  you 
pray  for  God's  guid- 
ance. You  ask  Him,  "How  can  I 
serve  you?"  I  believe  that  if  you  ask 
Him  this  question,  He  will  answer 
you.  And  as  a  result,  God's  church 


I  promise  you,  God  has  a 
vision  for  your  life.  In  this 
new  millennium  we  are 
being  challenged  to  grow  in 
our  Christian  beliefs  and  to 
set  new  standards  for  our  support 
and  service  to  God.  Does  God  want 
our  financial  help?  Yes!  Does  God 
want  our  time?  Yes!  Does  God  want 
us  to  develop  and  use  our  spiritual 
gifts?  Yes!  But  even  beyond  money, 
time,  and  gifts,  God  wants  us!  He 
loves  us! 

As  I  said  in  the  first  issue  of  the 
Evangelist  this  year  (January  issue, 
p.  3),  "We  are  blessed  by  God!  We 
have  a  new  chance;  we  have  been 
given  a  renewed  spirit;  we  are  in  a 
new  day.  Welcome  to  the  transform- 
ing life  of  the  new  millennium!"  So 
step  up  and  claim  your  role  as  a 
change  agent  in  our  Brethren 
transformation!  ['y'] 

Dr.  Sandberg  is  Executive  Director 
for  The  Brethren  Church. 
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The  Rescue 

(The  tale  of  a  prodigal  quilt) 

By  Beverly  Summy 


=\ 


J 


THIS  IS  THE  TALE  of  a  prodigal 
counterpane  rescued  from  ano- 
nymity and  restored  to  its  historic 
position.  The  saga  began  when  I 
read  the  following  in  the  December 
1999  Reminisce  Extra  magazine: 

I  have  a  patchwork  quilt  made  in 
the  mid-30's  somewhere  in  Ohio. 
"S.S.M.  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Eppley  1936" 
is  embroidered  on  it  along  with 
"Avonelle  Wolford,  Carl,  Betty  and 
H.P.  Kliesch,  Genevieve  Wynkoop, 
Bertha  Van  Schoife." 

1  hope  to  return  the  quilt  to  the 
original   community   where   it   was 
made.  It's  in  excellent  condition. 
—  Bettie  Focht  King 
24  Leon  Rd. 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15220 

The  names  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Eppley 
leaped  out  at  me,  for  I  knew  a  Rev. 
Eppley  when  I  was  a  girl  in  the  War- 
saw, Indiana,  Brethren  Church.  Rev. 
Eppley  was  the  pastor  of  the  nearby 
Dutchtown  Brethren  Church.  The 
Rev.  Eppley  I  had  known  was  a 
pleasant,  one-armed  pastor  who 
drove  the  car  that  took  my  grand- 
mother, Marie  Becknell,  and  me  to 
my  first  General  Conference  in  Ash- 
land, Ohio.  The  quilt  also  said  S.S.M. 
on  the  Eppleys'  patch.  I  wondered  if 
that  could  stand  for  Sisterhood  of 
Mary  and  Martha  (S.M.M.),  to  which 
I  had  belonged  in  the  50s. 

Some  detective  work 

I  said  to  myself,  "Could  this  possi- 
bly be  my  Rev.  Eppley?"  So  I  began 
doing  some  detective  work.  Was  Rev. 
Eppley  somewhere  in  Ohio  in  1936? 
My  mother,  Bonnie  Summy,  called 
Brad  Weidenhamer,  head  librarian 
of  Ashland  Theological  Seminary,  to 
see  if  he  had  information  on  Rev. 
Eppley.  Brad  told  us  that  Rev.  Epp- 
ley was  at  the  Williamstown,  Ohio, 
Brethren  Church  from  1934-1937. 
Okay,  that  fit  the  picture. 

Next  I  called  Pauline  Benshoff,  as 
she  and  her  husband,  Rev.  St.  Clair 
Benshoff,  had  served  the  Williams- 
town  Church  during  the  60s.  I  asked 


her  if  she  could  identify  any  of  the 
other  names  in  the  article  as  being 
people  from  Williamstown.  She  was 
not  sure,  but  referred  me  to  a  sharp, 
100-year-old  lady  at  Williamstown, 
Miriam  Swank,  whom  Pauline  felt 
would  know  if  the  people  were  from 
that  area. 

Pay  dirt 

So  I  called  Miriam  and  explained 
what  I  was  tracking  down.  When  I 
began  mentioning  the  people  named 


Rev.  Heniy  and  Maiy  Eppley  and  their 
daughter  Katherine  in  an  undated  pltoto. 

on  the  quilt,  she  said,  "Yes,  yes,  yes. 
I  had  that  one  in  school  (Miriam  had 
been  a  teacher);  yes,  I  know  them 
all."  I  knew  that  I  had  hit  pay  dirt. 
My  last  call  of  the  day  was  to  Mrs. 
King  in  Pittsburgh.  She  was  flab- 
bergasted when  I  told  her  that  I  had 
found  the  answer  for  her  "prodigal 


counterpane,"  as  she  called  it,  and 
had  verified  all  the  information. 

Mrs.  King  said  she  thought  that 
her  father  had  won  the  quilt  (actu- 
ally a  knotted  comforter  with  crazy- 
quilt  patches)  in  a  raffle.  The  family 
lived  near  Ada,  Ohio,  at  the  time,  a 
few  miles  north  of  Williamstown.  She 
said  her  father  had  tried  to  refuse 
the  quilt  and  leave  it  with  those  who 
had  made  it,  but  they  said  that  he 
should  take  it  since  he  had  won  it. 

Mrs.  King  said  that  she  would  try 
to  take  the  quilt  to  Williamstown,  or 
else  to  Ashland  Theological  Sem- 
inary, where  Pauline  Benshoff  had 
suggested  it  might  reside.  I  checked 
with  Brad  Weidenhamer  and  he  said 
he  would  be  willing  to  accept  it  for 
the  seminary  archives.  The  next 
morning,  however,  Mrs.  King  called 
to  ask  if  I  would  accept  the  quilt  and 
get  it  to  the  proper  place.  I  readily 
consented,  and  she  shipped  it  to  me. 

A  look  at  the  quilt 

When  I  opened  the  box  and  looked 
at  the  quilt,  I  was  surprised  to  find 
it  covered  with  patches  with  names 
in  embroidered  script  style.  There 
were  so  many  names  that  we  never 
deciphered  all  of  them.  I  did  search 
out  the  patch  with  "Rev.  &  Mrs.  Ep- 
pley 1936"  on  it.  It  also  said 
"S.M.M."  (not  S.S.M.),  so  my  guess 
that  it  stood  for  Sisterhood  of  Mary 
and  Martha  was  correct. 

But  my  tale  is  not  yet  ended.  I 
wrote  to  Rev.  James  Naff,  current 
pastor  of  the  Williamstown  Church, 
to  explain  about  the  quilt  and  to  ask 
if  the  church  would  like  to  have  it. 
After  consulting  the  official  board,  he 
(continued  at  right) 


The  prodigal  quilt  with  three  of  the  women  whose  names  are  on  it  —  (/.  to  r)  Mil- 
dred Wolford  Hughes,  Ruth  Wolford  Bowers,  and  Virginia  Benson  Launder  All  three 
were  girls  when  the  quilt  was  made.  Photo  by  Williamstown  Pastor  James  Naff 
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Announcing  three 
General  Conference  speakers 


Sally  Morgenthaler 

WORSHIP  specialist  Sally  Mor- 
genthaler will  be  the  Tuesday 
evening  speaker  when  Brethren 
gather  for  General  Conference  this 
August  in 
Colorado.  In 
addition  to 
her  Tuesday 
evening  mes- 
sage, she  will 
present  a 
workshop  on 
Wednesday 
morning. 

Founder  of 
Worship 
Evangelism 
Concepts, 
Morgenthaler  now  functions  as  on- 
site  worship  consultant  for  Denver 
Seminary.  She  is  also  Creative  De- 
sign Director  for  Pathways  Church, 
an  urban  Denver  congregation  com- 
mitted to  reaching  the  under-35  un- 
churched. Her  book,  Worship  Evan- 
gelism: Inviting  Unbelievers  Into  the 


Presence  of  God  (Zondervan,  1995), 
has  become  a  touchstone  for  post- 
modern, worship-driven  ministry. 
She  also  writes  the  "Worship  and 
Popular  Culture"  column  for  Wor- 
ship Leader  magazine. 

Eduardo  Rodriguez 

The  Wednesday  evening  service 
will  feature  a  speaker  from  Argen- 
tina— Rev.  Eduardo  Rodriguez,  pas- 
tor of  the  Colon  Brethren  Church, 
the  largest  Brethren  church  in  Ar- 
gentina. Many  Brethren  in  the  U.S. 
already  know  Rev.  Rodriguez's  son, 
also  named  Eduardo.  The  younger 
Rodriguez  and  his  wife  Mariela  at- 
tended Ashland  Theological  Semi- 
nary and  now  head  the  South  Amer- 
ican Theological  Seminary. 

Worship  at  the  Colon  church  is  dy- 
namic and  Spirit-filled.  U.S.  Breth- 
ren will  get  a  sample  of  that  worship 
style,  for  the  worship  team  from 
Rev.  Rodriguez's  church  will  accom- 
pany him  to  the  United  States  and 
will  lead  the  Wednesday  evening 
worship  service. 


H.B.  London,  Jr. 

Dr.  H.B.  London,  Jr.,  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  Ministry  Outreach/Pastoral 
Ministries  for  Focus  on  the  Family, 
will  address  the  Brethren  on  Thurs- 
day evening.  He  will  also  lead  a 
workshop  on  Friday  morning. 

Dr.  London  was  a  pastor  for  31 
years,  most  recently  at  the  3,200- 
member  First  Church  of  the  Naza- 
rene  in  Pasadena,  Calif.  He  then 
accepted  an  invitation  to  become 
Assistant  to  the  President  for  Focus 
on  the  Fami- 
ly. His  as- 
signment — 
to  serve  as 
liaison  to 
pastors  and 
churches,  a 
"pastor  to 
pastors." 

He  com- 
municates 
with  hun- 
dreds of  pas- 
tors and 
church  leaders  each  week  through 
"The  Pastor's  Weekly  Briefing"  (a 
fax  network)  and  produces  "Pastor 
to  Pastor,"  a  bi-monthly  cassette  and 
newsletter.  He  is  also  co-author  of 
several  books,  among  them  The 
Heart  of  a  Great  Pastor  and  Your  Pas- 
tor is  an  Endangered  Species.      [^] 


called  to  say  that  the  church  would 
like  to  have  it  at  least  for  a  while, 
and  perhaps  later  it  would  be  given 
to  the  seminary.  So  on  December  29, 
Rev.  Naff  picked  up  the  quilt  in  Ash- 
land and  took  it  to  Williamstown, 
where  he  said  it  would  be  displayed. 
I  still  had  a  little  more  follow  up 
to  do.  My  parents  and  I  had  also 
known  the  Eppleys'  only  child, 
Katherine.    She   married   Leonard 


Mauzy  and  they  lived  in  the  Warsaw 
area  when  we  did.  Later  they  moved 
to  Arkansas.  To  find  out  where  she 
was  now,  I  enlisted  the  help  of  my 
childhood  friend,  Bonnie  Lou  Scott 
Hughes,  who  still  lives  in  the  War- 
saw area.  She  learned  that  Kather- 
ine had  moved  back  to  Warsaw  in 
1990  after  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band. Then  on  September  24,  1999, 
she  died. 


Below  is  a  portion  of  a  letter  Bever- 
ly Summy  received  from  the  Williams- 
town  congregation: 

The  members  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church  at  Williamstown  are  so  grateful 
to  you  for  responding  to  the  ad  in  the 
Reminisce  Extra  magazine. 

I  was  nine  years  old  according  to  the 
date  on  the  quilt.  I  do  not  remember  the 
quilt;  however  many  of  the  materials 
used  in  making  the  quilt  bring  back 
fond   memories  of  aprons,   pajamas. 


dresses,  etc.,  worn  by  members  of  my 
family.  All  of  my  family's  names  ap- 
pear on  that  quilt  as  well  as  many  rela- 
tives. I  know  or  have  known  many  of 
the  names  that  are  on  the  quilt. 

I  remember  Rev.  Eppley  well.  He 
baptized  me  in  the  year  of  1937.  If  I 
remember  correctly  he  was  attending 
Ashland  College  or  Seminary  at  that 
time.  I  remember  him  as  a  guest  in  our 
home,  as  an  overnight  guest,  and  he  ate 
many  meals  at  our  table. 

-  Ruth  Bowers,  Secretary 


Bonnie  Lou  was  able  to  give  me 
the  phone  number  of  Terry  Mauzy, 
Katherine  and  Leonard's  son.  So  I 
called  him  and  told  him  about  the 
quilt  with  his  grandparents'  names 
on  it.  He  was  interested  to  know 
about  the  quilt  and  was  happy  to 
learn  it  was  at  Williamstown  and 
would  possibly  go  to  the  seminairy. 

One  final  note:  I  entitled  this  arti- 
cle "The  Rescue."  The  reason  for 
this  is  that  when  I  made  my  first 
call  to  Mrs.  King  about  the  guilt, 
she  said  that  she  was  looking  at  the 
quilt  sitting  in  a  black  garbage  bag. 
Before  receiving  my  call,  she  had 
decided  that  in  a  day  or  two  she 
would  take  it  to  Goodwill!  [^J] 

Ms.  Summy  is  a  member  of  the  Ash- 
land Park  Street  Brethren  Church. 
Beginning  in  1958,  she  worked  for  20 
years  first  in  the  Brethren  Youth  Office, 
then  for  the  Board  of  Christian  Educa- 
tion, and  finally  for  the  Benevolent 
Board  of  The  Brethren  Church. 
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A  visit  to  the  Brethren 
in  Latin  America 

By  Reilly  R.  Smith,  Director  of  iVIissionary  Ministries 
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LAST  OCTOBER  my  wife  Cindy 
and  I  traveled  to  Latin  America 
and  spent  four  days  in  each  Mexico 
City,  Mexico;  Medellin,  Colombia; 
and  Lima,  Peru.  We  went  to  encour- 
age our  missionaries,  to  see  the 
progress  of  their  work,  and  to  share 
the  gospel.  Cindy  blessed  the  sisters 
by  going  with  me.  The  Brethren  in 
Latin  America  thanked  her  over  and 
over  for  coming  to  visit  them. 

Mexico  City 

While  we  were  in  Mexico  City,  the 
Brethren  held  their  General  Confer- 
ence, with  nearly  300  people  in  at- 
tendance. Conference  in  Mexico  is 
different  from  Conference  in  the 
United  States.  The  meeting  consists 
of  a  worship  celebration  and  is  held 
outdoors  at  a  resort.  The  resort  also 
offers  opportunities  to  swim,  play 
basketball  or  volleyball,  hike,  or  just 
to  enjoy  the  company  of  one  another 
in  the  open-air  pavilion.  Elections 
are  not  held  at  the  Conference,  but 
in  the  local  congregations.  Repre- 
sentatives meet  together  to  organize 
themselves  at  another  time. 

The  work  in  Mexico  City  is  pro- 


gressing steadily,  though  slowly.  The 
three  Brethren  pastors  each  serve 
two  congregations.  Brethren  mis- 
sionaries Todd  and  Tracy  Ruggles 
lead  the  Jesus  del  Monte  and  Cinco 
de  Mayo  congregations.  Todd  is  also 
training  leaders  for  the  Mexican 
church  using  theological  education 
by  extension  courses.  Six  people 
completed  the  most  recent  class. 

Tracy  teaches  Sunday  school  and 
trains  new  teachers  by  mentoring 
them  as  she  teaches.  When  a  newly- 
trained  teacher  replaces  her  in  one 
class,  she  moves  on  to  another.  Dur- 
ing our  visit,  Tracy  was  expecting 
their  first  child  {born  in  January;  see 
page  9).  Even  though  she  was  preg- 
nant at  the  time,  she  worked  like 
everyone  else.  She's  like  the  Ener- 
gizer  Bunny.  She  just  keeps  going. 

Jennifer  Thomas  works  with 
Todd  and  Tracy.  She  is  developing 
youth  ministries  in  the  Jesus  del 
Monte  and  Cinco  de  Mayo  churches 
and  is  helping  the  other  Brethren 
churches  in  Mexico  City  start  youth 
ministries  as  well.  After  each  con- 
gregation has  a  youth  ministry, 
Jennifer  will  organize  a  cooperative 


The  General  Conference  of  The  Brethren  Church  in  Mexico  is  a  time  for  worship,  fel- 
lowship, and  recreation.  The  worship  celebration  is  held  in  an  outdoor  pavilion. 


"national"  youth  ministry  that  will 
include  the  youth  and  leaders  from 
all  of  the  churches.  Her  goals  are  to 
evangelize  and  disciple  young  peo- 
ple and  to  train  adult  youth  leaders. 
She  is  also  studying  theological  edu- 
cation by  extension  courses. 

Pastor  Moises  Calderon  and  his 
wife  Patty  lead  the  Chamapa 
church,  which  is  both  the  newest 
and  fastest-growing  congregation. 
About  60  people  attend  each  Sun- 
day. Pastor  Calderon  also  leads  the 
Palo  Solo  congregation,  the  oldest 
Brethren  church  in  Mexico  City. 
Pastor  Samuel  Garcia  and  his  wife 
Crecencia  likewise  lead  two  congre- 
gations— located  in  the  Bonfil  and 
Totolinga  neighborhoods.  The  Mex- 
ican Brethren  also  support  one  cou- 
ple in  seminary. 

Medellin,  Colombia 

In  Colombia,  missionaries  Marcelo 
and  Adriana  Ferreri  are  providing 
great  leadership.  The  church  they 
pastor  in  the  Ferrara  neighborhood 
is  bursting  at  the  seams.  Some  of 
the  people  stand  outside  during 
worship  services,  since  the  building 
cannot  hold  all  of  them. 

Marcelo  is  training  eight  leaders 
to  preach  and  teach  in  his  absence. 
They  are  also  learning  to  open  new 
Bible  studies  and  small  groups  near 
their  homes.  Marcelo  plans  to  use 
these  groups  eventually  to  start  new 
churches  in  nearby  neighborhoods. 
In  addition,  Marcelo  oversees  the 
Campo  Valdes  Church,  which  meets 
on  the  other  side  of  Medellin.  This 
church  has  had  a  troubled  past,  but 
Marcelo's  leadership  has  brought 
stability  and  peace. 

Adriana  has  trained  an  outstand- 
ing worship  team  at  the  Ferrara 
Church.  It  includes  two  keyboards, 
electronic  drums,  guitars,  and  four 
or  five  voices.  In  addition,  Adriana 
teaches  Sunday  school  and  trains 
new  teachers,  and  she  is  also  train- 
ing leaders  for  the  women's  min- 
istries in  the  church.  Cindy  spoke  to 
the  women's  groups  during  our  visit. 

Besides  preaching  at  the  Ferrara 
and  Campo  Valdes  churches  while  in 
Medellin,  I  also  worked  with  Marcelo 
on  some  administrative  details.  The 
most  important  issue  was  develop- 
ment of  a  contingency  plan  for  the 
ministry  in  case  Marcelo  and  Adriana 
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Dear  Ladies, 

This  morning,  as  I  look  out  of  my 
window,  I  can't  help  praising  the 
Lord  for  the  beautiful  new  day  He 
has  given  us.  By  the  time  you  read 
this,  spring  should  be  on  its  way! 

Today  it  is  very  cold,  but  the  sun 
is  bright  and  makes  the  snow 
sparkle  like  diamonds.  We  have  had 
a  couple  of  snow  storms  which  left 
our  part  of  the  country  resting 
under  a  magnificent  blanket  of 
white.  The  sky  is  a  deep  blue  and 
the  shadows  on  the  snow  are  long. 

All  this  reminds  me  again  of  the 
miracles  of  God's  creation,  how  He 
provides  all  things  good  for  us  and 
gives  us  a  deep  sense  of  His  unfail- 
ing love. 

Although  Christmas  is  past,  I 
want  to  share  with  you  some  of  our 
blessings.  (You  may  remember  that, 
in  the  last  Newsletter,  I  said  we  were 
anticipating  the  arrival  of  David  and 
his  family  from  Chisinau,  Moldova, 
in  time  for  Christmas.) 

Dave,  Sheri,  their  boys,  and  Little 
Lady  (their  toy  poodle)  made  all 
their  connections  from  Chisinau 
and  arrived  a  little  "early"  in  South 
Bend.  In  spite  of  numerous  airports, 
only  one  piece  of  luggage  was  miss- 
ing, but  it  caught  up  with  them  the 
next  day.  This  was  all  an  answer  to 
many  prayers  on  their  behalf! 

We  actually  celebrated  Christmas 
(continued  on  page  2) 


WHO  I  AM  IN  CHRIST 


John  1:12 
John  15:15 
Romans  5:1 
I  Corinthians  6:17 

I  Corinthians  6:20 
I  Corinthians  12:27 
Ephesians  1:1 
Ephesians  1:5 
Ephesians  2:18 
Colossians  1:14 
Colossians  2:10 


Romans  8:1,  2 
Romans  8:28 
Romans  8:33,  34 
Romans  8:35 
II  Corinthians  1:21 
Colossians  3:3 
Philippians  1:6 

Philippians  3:20 
II  Timothy  1:7 

Hebrews  4:16 
I  John  5:18 


Matthew  5:13,  14 
John  15:1,  5 
John  15:16 
Acts  1:8 

I  Corinthians  3:16 

II  Corinthians  5:17 
II  Corinthians  6:1 
Ephesians  2:6 
Ephesians  2:10 
Ephesians  3:12 
Philippians  4:13 


/  Am  Accepted  in  Christ 

I  am  God's  child 

I  am  Christ's  friend 

I  have  been  justified 

I  am  united  with  the  Lord  and  one  with  Him  in 

spirit 
I  have  been  bought  with  a  price;  I  belong  to  God 
I  am  a  member  of  Christ's  Body 
I  am  a  saint 

I  have  been  adopted  as  God's  child 
I  have  direct  access  to  God  through  the  Holy  Spirit 
I  have  been  redeemed  and  forgiven  of  all  my  sins 
I  am  complete  in  Christ 

/  Am  Secure  in  Christ 

I  am  free  forever  from  condemnation 

I  am  assured  that  all  things  work  together  for  good 

I  am  free  from  any  condemning  charges  against  me 

I  cannot  be  separated  from  the  love  of  God 

I  have  been  established,  anointed,  and  sealed  by  God 

I  am  hidden  with  Christ  in  God 

I  am  confident  that  the  good  work  God  has  begun 

in  me  will  be  perfected 
I  am  a  citizen  of  heaven 
I  have  not  been  given  a  spirit  of  fear,  but  of  power, 

love,  and  a  sound  mind 
I  can  find  grace  and  mercy  in  time  of  need 
I  am  born  of  God  and  the  evil  one  cannot  touch  me 

/  Am  Significant  in  Christ 

I  am  the  salt  and  light  of  the  earth 
I  am  a  branch  of  the  true  vine,  a  channel  of  His  life 
I  have  been  chosen  and  appointed  to  bear  fruit 
I  am  a  personal  witness  of  Christ 
I  am  God's  temple 
-20     I  am  a  minister  of  reconciliation 
I  am  God's  coworker 

I  am  seated  with  Christ  in  the  heavenly  realm 
I  am  God's  workmanship 

I  may  approach  God  with  freedom  and  confidence 
I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ  who  strengthens 
me 

From  Living  Free  in  Christ  by  Neil  Anderson,  1993,  Regal 
Books,  Ventura,  CA  93003.  Used  bv  Permission. 
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A  special  welcome  is  given  to 
Johnathan  Charles  Ruggles,  the 
newest  missionary  in  The  Brethren 
Church!  Johnathan  arrived  January 
11  at  9:02  a.m.  in  Mexico  City  the 
son  of  Todd  and  Tracy,  with  whom 
we  have  prayed  for  several  months. 
We  are  thankful  for  Johnathan 's 
safe  and  healthy  arrival. 

Todd  wrote:  "We  left  the  house 
just  as  rush  hour  traffic  was  start- 
ing. It  was  a  Tuesday  morning,  the 
one  day  of  the  week  that  we  cannot 
drive  the  van.  (There  are  restric- 
tions on  vehicle  circulation  because 
of  the  pollution,  and  Tuesday  we 
can't  drive.  The  day  is  determined 
by  the  last  digit  of  the  license  plate. ) 
However,  we  prayed  that  the  police 
wouldn't  stop  us  (in  an  emergency 
such  as  this  the  police  might  have 
helped  clear  the  way  to  the  hospital 
or  they  might  have  argued  with  us). 

We  made  it  to  the  hospital  in  only 
25  minutes  and  passed  only  two 
patrol  cars,  neither  of  which  saw  us. 
On  a  normal  day  we  might  have 
passed  at  least  ten  patrol  cars  in 
that  stretch!  God  escorted  us! 

"Johnathan  weighed  7  pounds,  6V2 
ounces,  and  measured  20  inches.  The 
name  Johnathan  means  "God  has 
given"  and  Charles  means  "a  man." 

"Thank  you  all  for  your  prayers, 
your  gifts,  and  your  support  during 
this  time.  We  look  forward  to  seeing 
you  all  this  summer  God  bless  you 
and  thanks  again." 

Earlier  Tracy  wrote  of  the  ex- 
panded youth  program  since  Jen- 
nifer Thomas  has  joined  them.  Jen's 
previous  experiences  with  Spear- 
head, combined  with  the  gifts  and 
talents  God  has  given  her,  have 
equipped  her  for  the  youth,  the 
church  planting,  and  the  leadership 
developing  ministry  envisioned  by 
the  Mexican  Brethren  Church. 

Tracy  continued,  "The  Jesus  del 
Monte  mission  hosted  the  second 
denominational  uelada  in  Septem- 
ber. A  uelada  is  a  prayer  vigil.  They 
worshiped  God,  prayed,  and  had  fel- 
lowship together  from  10  p.m.  until 
4  a.m.  The  Palo  Solo  Church  and  all 
the  missions  were  invited.  At  least 


130  people  attended.  It  is  so  encour- 
aging to  see  God  uniting  the  denom- 
ination and  all  our  Brethren  in 
these  ways.  God  has  been  bringing 
growth  to  the  churches  and  opening 
our  eyes  to  the  importance  of  corpo- 
rate prayer  for  the  extension  of  His 
kingdom.  Also,  more  and  more  peo- 
ple have  been  getting  excited  about 
praying  and  interceding  for  others." 

Missionaries-of-the-Month  for 
March  are  Miguel  and  Sonia 
Antunez  in  Lima,  Peru,  and  Jerry 
and  Linda  Barr  at  the  Gateway 
Brethren  Fellowship  in  Hagerstown. 

The  April  Missionaries-of-the- 
Month  are  Juan  and  Amelia 
Arregin,  pastoring  the  Iglesia  de 
los  Hermanos  in  Tucson;  Juan 
Carlos  and  Maria  Miranda  in 
Pasadena;  and  Italo  and  Rebecca 
Abuid  at  the  Iglesia  de  los  Her- 
manos in  Sarasota.  Do  you  notice 
the  Hispanic  emphasis  this  month? 

On  January  7  the  Mirandas  began 
their  second  cell  group  in  La 
Puente,  35  minutes  from  their  home 
in  Pasadena.  Fifteen  adults  and 
children  attended!  Juan  Carlos  of- 
fers praises  and  asks  for  prayer! 

The  Arregins  rejoice  that  ten  re- 
cently accepted  Christ  as  their  Savior 

Let  me  introduce  Italo  (e-ta-lo) 
and  Rebecca  Abuid  (a-bu-eed).  Italo 
is  from  Peru  and  Rebecca  is  the 
daughter  of  former  South  American 
missionaries  Rob  and  Jane  Byler 
On  January  1  Italo  became  the  pas- 
tor of  the  Spanish-speaking  congre- 
gation in  Sarasota,  following  the 
resignation  of  Daniel  and  Kathy 
Rosales.  Daniel  began  a  full-time 
evangelism  and  radio  ministry  in 
Mexico  and  South  America. 

Expand  your  prayers  to  keep 
Daniel  and  Kathy  Rosales  as  you 
add  Italo  and  Rebecca. 

Please  continue  to  pray  for 
Nancy  Hostetler  and  her  family 
due  to  the  death  of  Doran — husband, 
father,  and  administrator  of  River- 
side Christian  School.  Doran  died  of 
an  apparent  heart  attack  January 
25.  The  memorial  service  was  Janu- 
ary 28  at  Riverside  School. 


In  addition,  pray  for  the  school 
teachers,  students,  and  the  commu- 
nity. Doran  was  an  outstanding  in- 
fluence in  the  lives  of  many  hun- 
dreds of  people,  as  well  as  in  the 
education,  evangelism,  and  economic 
growth  of  southeastern  Kentucky. 


The  President's  Pen  (continued) 

a  day  late,  on  Sunday,  and  what  a 
blessing  it  was  for  the  whole  family — 
kids,  grand  kids,  and  grand  dogs — 
to  be  together!  All  too  soon  it  was 
time  to  go  our  separate  ways  and  get 
back  to  normal  routines. 

Dave  and  Sheri  made  the  move  to 
Anderson,  South  Carolina,  where 
they  will  be  located  during  their  fur- 
lough. Davey  and  Jonathan  are  at- 
tending a  Christian  school  and  are 
adjusting  well. 

"Little"  Davey  is  now  15,  is  taller 
than  his  dad,  and  is  playing  center 
on  his  school's  basketball  team. 
Jonathan  turned  7  and  enjoys 
school.  He  has  decided  that  sound- 
ing out  words  doesn't  "hurt  his 
brain"  after  all! 

Sheri  is  enrolled  in  classes  at  a 
local  college,  and  Dave  is  attending 
seminars   at   Mid-America   Baptist 
(continued  on  page  3) 
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Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the 
death  of  his  saints. 

Psalm  115:15 

Alma  J.  Lewis,  a  member  and  dea- 
coness of  the  Brush  Valley  Brethren 
Church,  went  home  to  be  with  her 
Lord  September  29,  1999.  Affection- 
ately called  "Mommy  Mom,"  she 
spent  all  her  life  serving  God  in  all 
programs  of  the  church,  especially 
those  involving  children. 

Her  spirit  lives  on,  both  with  God 
and  in  our  hearts,  as  we  remember 
her  regular  Tuesday  prayer  that  al- 
ways ended:  "And  we  know  that  all 
things  work  together  for  good  to 
them  that  love  God,  to  them  who 
are  the  called  according  to  His  pur- 
pose" (Romans  8:28,  kjv). 

These  ladies  were  remembered 
during  the  Memorial  Service  at  the 
1999  General  Conference: 


Sarasota 


FLORIDA 

Jean  Stauffer 


SOUTHEASTERN 
Oak  Hill  Jean  Lively 


MIDWEST 


Mulvane 


Edna  McLendon 
Irene  Pray 


CENTRAL 

Hammond  Ave.  Mary  Amos 

Milledgeville  Caroline  Miller 

Ruth  Miller 

Margaret  Graehling 

Alberta  Wilkinson 

INDIANA 

Tiosa  Catherine  Lewis 

North  Manchester  Hadassah 

Vera  Overly 
Loree  Marie  Waters 

Cora  Graf 
Bryan  I  Dorothy  Cox 

Nappanee  Norma  Geyer 

Meadow  Crest  May  Snyder 

College  Corner  Florence  Roby 

Burlington  Edith  Rodkey 

OHIO 

Garber  Florence  Rose 

Gretna  Gleaners  Helen  Skeen 

Ashland  Park  St.  Faith 

Alberta  Holsinger 

New  Lebanon  Helen  Bowser 

Enid  Schrader 

March-April  2000 


PENNSYLVANIA 

Pleasant  View  Grace  Rosensteel 

Berlin  Ida  Kimmel 

Highland  Mabel  Ross 

Vinco  Helen  Mackall 

Masontown  Pearle  Jordan 

Valley  Elsie  Stahl 

CALIFORNIA 
South  Pasadena 

Marguerite  Bowman 

As  the  ladies  from  the  Garber 
Brethren  Church  filled  a  mug  with 
Hershey's  chocolate  hugs  and  kisses, 
the  lives  of  these  sisters  were  re- 
membered with  love  and  joy  and 
thankfulness. 

The  President's  Pen  (continued) 

Seminary  in  Memphis,  working  on 
his  doctoral  program. 

It's  great  to  have  them  in  the 
States,  although  we  wish  they  were 
closer.  They  assure  us  that,  with  all 
the  deputation  they  will  be  doing, 
there  will  be  many  occasions  when 
Grandma  and  Grandpa  Rowser  will 
need  to  "baby  sit."  Hopefully  that 
time  will  be  after  all  the  ice  and 
snow. 

One  of  the  advantages  of  retire- 
ment is  that  we  are  freer  to  help  out 
when  the  kids  have  needed  us. 
Recently  Tracy  called  with  a  big  "I 
Need  Help!"  Jeff  was  involved  in  all- 
day  classes  for  a  week  at  the  Sem- 
inary, and  Tracy  was  taking  mid- 
term exams  plus  meeting  with  her 
counseling  clients. 

Our  schedule  for  that  week  was 
light,  so  we  were  able  to  go  to  Ohio 
and  help  in  their  time  of  need.  We 
had  an  added  bonus  when  a  snow 
storm  hit  the  Columbus  area  and  we 
postponed  our  trip  home  for  another 
day.  It  felt  really  good  to  be  needed! 

Being  needed.  Lately  that  is  a  sub- 
ject I  have  thought  about  a  great 
deal.  It  may  very  likely  be  some- 
thing I  will  write  about  soon. 

I  am  thankful  for  the  safe  journey 
the  Lord  gave  us  into  the  new  year, 
the  new  century,  and  the  new  mil- 
lennium. My  prayer  for  each  of  you 
is  that  He  will  continue  to  surround 
you  with  His  love  and  that  you  will 
feel  His  presence  with  you  daily. 
God  bless. 


LOOK! 


Charlene 


SEE  THIS 

You  have  passed  the  mid-point  of 
the  year  and  you  should  check 
progress  on  your  commitments. 
Traditionally  we  have  met  most 
often  the  commitments  of  (1)  nur- 
turing your  faith  through  regular 
daily  prayer,  Bible  reading,  and 
Christian  literature  and  (2)  support> 
ing  the  mission  of  the  church  world- 
wide financially.  Fine;  we  still  have 
work  to  do! 

Refer  to  the  Commitments  on 
page  46  of  your  Devotional  Guide 
and  review  No.  1  and  No.  2.  Now 
see  No.  3:  Through  social  outreach, 
promote  .  .  .  (that  means  you  have  to 
look!). 

Various  forms  of  missionary  en- 
couragement are  always  appreciat- 
ed. And  offerings  to  Christian  relief 
organizations,  such  as  World  Relief, 
World  Vision,  and  the  Salvation 
Army,  enable  them  to  do  the  work 
where  we  can't.  Offerings  are  the 
feet  to  our  prayers. 

You  know  that  General  Confer- 
ence will  be  in  Estes  Park,  Colorado, 
August  7-11.  The  schedule  will  be 
varied,  different,  and  wonderful,  "fet 
some  things  will  be  the  same  and 
also  wonderful. 

W.M.S.  project  and  thank  offer- 
ings will  be  received  as  usual. 

The  two-year  project  spans  two 
continents:  funds  to  purchase  a 
store  front  for  worship  in  Malaysia, 
where  David  and  Jenny  Loi  serve 
(May  Missionaries-of-the-Month), 
and  funds  to  enlarge  the  church 
building  in  Peru,  where  Miguel  and 
Sonia  Antunez  serve  (March  Mis- 
sionaries-of-the-Month ) . 

Your  thank  offerings  are  designat- 
ed for  benevolences:  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  World  and  Home 
Missions,  Riverside  Christian 
School,  Campus  Ministry,  and  a 
Scholarship  at  Ashland  University. 

Consider  electing  your  officers 
this  spring.  Traditionally,  May  is  a 
special  meeting  with  mothers  and 
daughters  and  June  is  sometimes  a 
vacation  month  for  many. 

Nancy  Hunn,  general  secretary, 
needs  the  names  and  addresses  of 
the  officers  (re-elected  or  new)  by 
the  end  of  June.  List  them  on  the 
statistical  report,  please. 


T)istrict  7)oityi 


Betty  Deardurff, 
OHIO  district  sec- 
retary,   wrote    about 
the  Women's  Fall  Retreat. 

Thirty-three  women  from  all  over 
Ohio  met  together  at  Camp  Bethany 
on  October  15-16,  1999.  The  foliage 
was  beautiful  and  the  weather  was 
inviting  for  the  annual  women's 
retreat.  It  was  good  to  renew  old 
friendships  and  make  new  friends. 

Best  of  all  was  the  time  of  inspi- 
ration and  sharing  with  Marilyn 
Aspinall,  former  missionary  to 
Argentina.  Now  Marilyn's  husband, 
Ray,  is  pastor  in  Bryan,  Ohio,  and 
her  role  as  pastor's  wife  is  very  sim- 
ilar to  that  in  Argentina. 

Marilyn's  theme  was  "Prayer"  In 
three  sessions  with  the  Bible,  she 
shared  answered  prayers,  problems, 
and  prayers  in  her  personal  life.  She 
challenged  each  lady  to  a  deeper 
prayer  life. 

Nancy  Jo  Beatty  from  Gretna 
gave  a  very  meaningful  message  in 
song. 

CongratuCationsl 

At  the  fun  time  Friday  evening, 
Joann  Kroft  was  given  a  small  gift 
for  being  present  at  all  but  two  of 
the  retreats  since  the  1970s. 

Other  activities  from  the  OHIO 
District  include: 

Ashland  Park  St.  Faith:  In  addi- 
tion to  the  monthly  devotional  topic, 
special  speakers  were  Willy  and 
Angela  Brandle,  missionaries  to 
Angola,  Africa,  and  Chris  Rufener, 
who  spoke  about  the  Christian  dis- 
cipling  group  of  Navigators,  with 
which  he  works  at  the  University  of 
California.  For  benevolences,  the 
ladies   donated   two   SHARE   food 


packages  each  month  to  Seminary 
families;  gave  items  for  Griffith 
Nursing  Home  in  Ashland;  pur- 
chased a  blood  pressure  cuff  for 
Tracy  Ruggles  to  use  in  Mexico;  and 
sent  consumable  items  to  the  River- 
side School.  Financial  gifts  are  given 
regularly  to  Maria  Miranda's  radio 
ministry,  youth.  Navigators,  mis- 
sions, and  the  district  project.  Some 
from  the  society  give  practical 
hands-on  experiences  by  helping  in 
the  Salvation  Army  program  and  at 
the  Senior  Center. 

North  Georgetown  Carrie  Stoffer 
Society:  Sent  baby  clothes  to  the 
Ruggles  and  birthday  items  to  Jen- 
nifer Thomas  in  Mexico  City;  and 
collected  items  for  the  Christmas 
bags  for  the  Haven  of  Rest  in  Akron. 
President  Alice  Kensinger  stated, 
"It  is  such  a  pleasure  to  serve  our 
precious  Savior  and  also  to  get  to- 
gether for  study  and  fellowship." 

Williamstown:  Had  an  auction  for 
World  Relief;  sent  Christmas  toys, 
clothing,  coupons,  and  other  items 
to  Riverside  School;  had  Secret  Pals 
with  youth. 

Brethren  Bible:  Financially  sup- 
ported Jennifer  Thomas  in  Mexico 
City 

New  Lebanon  Evening:  Sent  birth- 
day cards  to  the  missionaries  and 
their  families;  financially  supported 
the  Christian  radio  station  WFCJ 
and  the  Women's  Crisis  Center 

New  Lebanon  Afternoon:  Finan- 
cially supported  the  faculty  at  the 
Riverside  School  in  Lost  Creek;  col- 
lected clothes  and  labels. 

The  Faith,  Hope,  and  Joy  Circles 
at  Ashland  Park  St.  presented  Doris 
Shultz  in  a  piano  recital  Sunday 
evening,  February  6.  People  are  al- 
ways thrilled  to  hear  Doris  play 
favorites,  such  as  "How  Great  Thou 
Art,"  "It  is  Well  with  My  Soul,"  and 
"Great  is  Thy  Faithfulness."  An 
offering  was  received  for  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  and  a  reception 
followed. 


ifce  %iit0r's  Biduy 

Dear  Friend, 

Susan  Kidd,  former  Southeastern 
district  president,  used  "Who  I  Am 
in  Christ"  with  her  president's  mes- 
sage at  a  district  conference.  I  ap- 
preciate Susan's  sharing  it  with  me 
and  Regal  Books  publishers  gra- 
ciously gave  permission  to  share  it 
with  you.  May  I  suggest  that  you 
read  and  meditate  on  one  reference 
each  day.  On  Sundays  read  two  vers- 
es to  complete  the  month. 

To  extend  the  list  of  "I  Am  in 
Christ,"  think  of  how  you  serve 
God.  Perhaps  you  can  say  "I  am  a 
pray-er"  (II  Chron.  7:14);  "I  am  a 
doer"  (Phil.  4:13;  James  1:22);  "I 
am  a  server"  (Ps.  100:2,  kjv);  "I  am 
an  encourager  (Prov.  12:25;  Phile- 
mon 1:7);  "I  am  a  care  giver"  (I 
Thess.  2:6-8;  I  Tim.  5:4);  "I  am  a 
friend"  (Prov  17:17). 

Whatever  you  are,  do  it  for  the 
glory  of  God! 

During  the  Lenten  season,  much 
emphasis  is  given  to  the  cross. 
When  we  sing  the  words  of  a  fa- 
vorite hymn,  "The  Old  Rugged 
Cross,"  we  sing  "I  will  cling  to  the 
old  rugged  cross." 

Cling  only  long  enough  to  confess 
your  sins  (jealousy,  self-pity,  resent- 
ment, bad  temper,  etc.)  to  Jesus, 
Who  died  on  the  cross  for  our  sins. 
Then  look  beyond  the  cross  and  the 
empty  tomb.  Christ  is  neither  on  the 
cross  nor  in  the  tomb,  but  He  lives! 
And,  as  Jesus  promised  His  disci- 
ples, "Because  I  live,  you  also  will 
live"  (John  14:19).  Alleluia! 

Your  friend, 
Joan 
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The  Ferrara  congegation,  one  of  two  Brethren  churches  in  Medellin,  fills  its  build- 
ing to  overflowing.  The  church  is  led  by  missionary  pastor  Marcelo  Ferreri  (at  far  rt.). 

would  need  to  leave  the  country  in 
an  emergency.  Colombia  is  still  a  very 
dangerous  country  for  foreigners. 

Lima,  Peru 

In  Lima,  we  found  another  grow- 
ing church.  Some  of  the  walls  in  the 
church  building  were  removed  to  in- 
crease seating  capacity  from  40  to 
65.  Even  so,  there  is  still  not  enough 
space.  The  1999  Growth  Partners 
offering  of  approximately  $21,500 
will  be  used  to  build  a  second-story 
worship  center  seating  approxi- 
mately 150.  Pastor  Miguel  Antunez 
hopes  to  begin  construction  early 
this  spring.  In  addition  to  the  capac- 
ity crowds  for  worship  on  Sundays, 
nearly  40  young  people  faithfully  at- 
tend youth  meetings  every  Friday 
evening.  (cont.  above.  3rd  column) 


Miguel  drives  a  van  donated  by  the 
churches  of  the  Central  District.  He 
uses  it  to  transport  children,  youth, 
and  adults  to  various  outreach  and 
ministry  events;  to  hold  services  in 
an  outlying  area  of  Lima;  and  to  per- 
form normal  pastoral  duties.  During 
our  visit,  we  traveled  to  a  Christian 
camp  to  baptize  four  women  who 
had  recently  received  Christ.  The 
church  leaders,  the  candidates, 
Miguel,  and  I  all  piled  into  the  van 
and  went  together.  A  year  ago  we 
would  have  had  to  use  several  taxis. 

The  Brethren  churches  in  Mexico 
City,  Medellin,  and  Lima  are  all 
growing.  Please  pray  for  our  broth- 
ers and  sisters,  their  leaders,  our 
missionaries,  and  the  lost  people  of 
these  great  cities.  [i}'] 


Adding  a  second-story  worship  center  to  the  Lima,  Per'u,  Br-ethren  Church  building 
will  provide  much-needed  space  for  the  overcrowded  worship  services. 
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The  times  of  our  lives  in  IVIexico  City 
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By  Brethren  Missionary  Todd  Ruggles 


J 


I  HAVE  frequently  been  asked, 
"What's  it  like  serving  in  Mexico?" 
That's  a  tough  question  to  answer. 
How  can  I  describe  the  past  seven 
years  of  our  lives  to  someone  who 
has  never  lived  in  Mexico? 

There  have  been  painful  and  dark 
times,  as  when  Tracy  and  I  lost  our 
first  baby  after  several  years  of 
trying  to  have  a  child;  and  when 
Tracy's  dad,  her  brother-in-law,  and 
my  grandmother  all  died  in  1998. 


There  have  been  lonely  times,  as 
when  fellow  missionaries  Tim  and 
Jan  Eagle  left  Mexico,  as  well  as 
each  time  we  are  separated  from 
family  again.  There  have  also  been 
stressful  and  tiring  times,  such  as 
the  past  one  and  a  half  years,  during 
which  we  have  tried  to  care  for  the 
needs  of  two  congregations  that  are 
an  hour's  drive  apart. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  have  had 
some  very  rewarding  times,  as  when 


one  of  the  people  we  are  discipling 
says  or  does  something  to  show  that 
he  or  she  really  is  maturing  in  the 
Lord.  There  are  times  when  we 
marvel  at  how  God  works,  such  as  a 
few  days  ago  when  a  new  couple  in 
the  Jesus  del  Monte  Mission  told  me 
that  they  would  like  to  buy  the 
church  a  sound  system.  I  had  been 
praying  for  this,  but  felt  that  the 
time  was  not  yet  right  to  approach 
the  mission  about  it. 

There  have  been  times  when  we 
have  been  very  blessed  by  our  breth- 
ren here,  as  when  the  women  of  the 
church  pooled  their  veiy  limited  re- 
sources and  bought  us  a  crib  as  a 
baby  shower  present.  There  are 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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times  when  we  are  so  thankful  to 
the  Lord  that  words  can  not  fully 
express  our  gratitude.  Such  a  time 
occurred  just  a  couple  of  weeks 
ago  when 
Manuel,  a 
young  man 
from  the 
Jesus  del 
Monte   Mis- 


sion, and  two  of  his  friends  were 
miraculously  spared  in  a  very  seri- 
ous car  accident.  The  car  was  trav- 
elling at  about  75  m.p.h.  when  it  left 
the  road  and  hit  a  wall  head  on. 

And  there  are  times  when  our 
hearts  are  filled  with  great  joy,  as 
when  someone  we  have  been  wit- 
nessing to  and  praying  for  accepts 
the  Lord;  or  when  our  son  Johna- 
than 


Manuel 
(above) 
and  the 
car  (rt.) 
from 
which  he 
and  two 
friends 
miracu- 
lously 
escaped. 


was 


born. 

No, 


I 


cannot 
adequately 
share  with 
you  in  a 
short  article 
what  life  is 
like  in  Mexi- 
co, but  I  can 
tell  you  that 
living  and 
serving  here 
has        been 


Todd  and  Tracy  Ruggles  with  their  son 
Johnathan,  born  January  11,  2000. 

worth  it.  Despite  our  homesickness, 
our  separation  from  family  and  good 
friends,  the  trials  and  the  frustra- 
tions we've  experienced,  it  has  been 
worth  it.  It  is  worth  it  because  we 
know  that  God  is  using  us  where  we 
are  to  work  His  perfect  will  in  His 
way.  And  there  is  nothing  better 
than  that.  [1>] 
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Twenty-five  years  of  ministry 
in  IVIalaysia 

By  Brethren  Missionary  Jenny  Loi 


J 


How  TIME  FLIES!  It  does  not 
seem  so  long  ago  that  David 
graduated  from  Ashland  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  and  we  started  the 
mission  work  in  Penang.  But  it  has 
now  been  25  years.  The  Lord  has 
blessed  us  during  these  years, 
though  we  have  had  ups  and  downs 
in  this  ministry. 

We  started  the  mission  work  from 
scratch.  Church  growth  has  been 
slow,  but  the  Penang  Brethren 
Church  now  has  a  worship  center  of 
its  own.  Praise  the  Lord  that  the 
congregation  was  able  to  settle  all 
the  bank  loans  by  December  1999. 
We  hope  that  the  Penang  Brethren 
Church  will  be  independent  in  the 
very  near  future. 

In  Johor  Bahru,  where  we  are 
now  working,  we  have  had  to  move 
our  meeting  location  a  couple  of 
times  because  the  landlords  wanted 
their  buildings  back.  We  lost  mem- 
bers as  a  result  of  the  moves.  Some 
of  them  joined  other  churches  near 
their  areas.  After  each  move  we 
have    had    to    start    again    from 


scratch.  Our  present  church  mem- 
bers joined  us  only  recently.  David 
baptized  most  of  them  in  the  past 
couple  of  years. 

On  December  25,  1999,  Brother 
Ng  See  Wei  was  baptized  and  re- 
ceived into  the  church.  His  parents 
and  one  brother  were  baptized  on 
Christmas  day  two  years  ago.  His 
other  brother  and  his  sister  have  yet 
to  make  a  decision  to  be  baptized. 
Please  remember  them  in  your 
prayers.  The  following  day,  Decem- 
ber 26,  David  baptized  another  per- 
son. Sister  Liew  Mong  Yong. 

We  have  a  prayer  meeting  every 
Wednesday  at  8  p.m.  Seven  to  nine 
people  attend.  Pray  that  more  peo- 
ple will  get  involved  in  this  prayer 
meeting. 

The  "Happy"  Kindergarten  teach- 
ers approached  David  about  start- 
ing a  Happy  Children  Day  on  Satur- 
day mornings.  They  suggested 
starting  it  right  after  the  Chinese 
New  Year  hohday.  (Chinese  New  Year's 
Day  was  February  5.)  David  will 
serve  as  advisor  to  the  Happy  Chil- 


dren Day.  We  will  get  the  Brethren 
youth  involved  in  telling  Bible  sto- 
ries and  helping  in  other  ways.  We 
sow  seeds  with  these  children  in 
hopes  that  when  they  are  older,  they 
will  come  to  our  youth  fellowship. 
Our  Saturday  afternoon  children's 
church  school  continues  as  usual. 
We  may  integrate  it  with  the  Happy 
kindergarten  kids  in  the  future. 

Our  son  Steve  plans  to  organize  a 
music  club  on  Friday  evenings.  The 
meetings  will  be  informal,  having  to 
do  mainly  with  music  and  playing 
different  musical  instruments.  We 
hope  to  attract  more  young  people 
who  will  come  into  contact  with  the 
gospel  this  way.  Saturday  evening 
youth  meetings  will  continue  in  a 
more  formal  way. 

We  plan  to  purchase  a  worship 
center  in  Johor  Bahru  in  a  couple  of 
years.  The  Brighton  Chapel  Breth- 
ren Church  has  already  donated 
$2,000  toward  our  church-building 
fund.  If  ten  churches  each  pledged 
$2,000  toward  this  fund,  we  would 
be  able  to  make  a  down  payment  on 
the  building.  Since  July  1999  the 
Johor  Bahru  Church  has  raised 
$2,600.  We  hope  and  pray  that  this 
building  will  materialize  in  two  to 
three  years.  We  urge  you,  dear  Breth- 
ren, to  support  our  building  fund  for 
a  worship  center.  May  God  reward 
you  in  His  kingdom.  [ij*] 
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Experiencing 
God's  Faithfulness  in  India 

By  Brethren  Missionary  K.  Prasanth  Kumar 


J 


OUR  DEAR  BRETHREN,  great 
is  God's  faithfulness  to  bring  us 
into  the  new  millennium  without 
Y2K  computer  problems! 

Here  in  India,  the  brutal  killing 
last  year  of  the  Steins,  missionaries 
from  Australia,  was  followed  by 
anti-Christian  activities  against 
missionaries  and  believers.  Despite 
these  hurdles,  the  Lord  has  blessed 
every  seed  of  the  Gospel  we  have 
sown  in  the  idolatrous  hearts  of  the 
people,  and  we  have  reaped  a  good 
harvest  of  500  souls  since  July  of 
last  year.  This  brings  the  total  num- 
ber of  baptized  members  of  Breth- 
ren Mission  in  India  to  7,448. 

We  deeply  praise  the  Lord's  name 
as  1999  marked  the  completion  of 
30  glorious  years  of  our  ministry  in 
India.  This  ministry  has  resulted  in 
four  city  churches,  300  preaching 
points,  and  250  trained  pastors. 
Training  facilities  include  the  Bible 
Institute,  four  sewing  schools  (where 
120  needy  women  receive  training 


every  year),  and  two  job  technique 
training  schools  (for  unemployed 
young  people).  Other  ministries  in- 
clude our  two  orphan- 
ages, a  clinic,  mobile 
medical  units,  a  Litera- 
ture Centre  (reading 
room),  and  Suvar- 
thikudu  (the  equiva- 
lent in  India  to  The 
Brethren  Evangelist). 

The  Brethren  Prayer 
Tower,  where  prayer 
warriors  intercede 

around  the  clock,  is  the 
power  generator  of  our 
ministry.  All-night  fast- 
ing and  prayer  sessions 
on  Friday  nights 
brought  hundreds  of 
perishing  souls  to 
Christ's  fold. 

Every  Sunday  the 
worship  service  at  our 


church  in 
Rajahmundry  has  a  good  attendance 
of  700  strong  believers.  The  present 


church  building,  which  was  built  25 
years  ago,  is  now  too  small,  since  it 
has  a  capacity  of  only  400  people 
and  we  squeeze  500  people  in!  We 
strongly  feel  a  dire  need  for  expan- 
sion. The  church  building  is  also 
used  as  the  Bible  Institute,  where 
we  have  trained  around  500  pastors 
so  far.  We  urge  you  to  kindly  uphold 
us  in  your  prayers  in  this  regard. 
"Go"  or  "Send"  is  the  Lord's  com- 
mand. Currently 
250  trained  Indi- 
an pastors  are 
doing  evangelis- 
tic work  at  300 
preaching  points. 
But  only  50  of 
these  pastors 
have  sponsors. 
These  pastors 
take  Jesus  to 
the  perishing  in 
many  unreached 
villages.  Sponsor 
a  pastor  for  $35  a 
month,  and  he 
will  present  the 
Gospel  to  the 
unsaved  on  your 
behalf.  (.Contact 
Ginny  Hoyt  at  the  National  Office 
for  more  information. ) 
May  our  Lord  richly  bless  you.  [i}'] 


The  Bret  hi  en  Puner  Tower — power 
generator  for  Brethen  Mission  in  India. 


Brethren  Mission  aids 
Indian  cyclone  victims 

ON  October  29,  1999,  a  "super  cy- 
clone" hit  Orissa  State  in  India, 
doing  tremendous  damage  to  the  area. 
Orissa  State  is  just  north  of 
Andhra  Pradesh,  the  state  in 
which  Brethren  Mission  in 
India  is  located. 

From  November  14  to  19, 
Brethren  missionary  Dr.  K. 
Prasanth  Kumar  led  a  team 
from  Brethren  Mission  to 
the  afflicted  area  to  survey 
the  damage  and  to  plan  relief 
efforts.  They  found  the  dam- 
age in  the  cyclone-ravaged 
area  to  be  unimaginable. 

An  estimated  50,000  peo- 
ple were  killed,  as  well  as 
thousands  of  animals.  Entire 
villages  were  swept  away. 
Crops  were  destroyed,  trees 
uprooted,  bridges  and  roads 
washed    out,    and    electric 


power  disrupted.  There  was  no  food,  no 
drinking  water,  and  little  clothing  or 
shelter.  And  because  of  the  fouled  water 
and  unsanitary  conditions,  disease  was 
reaching  epidemic  proportions. 
Rev.  Kumar  and  his  team  identified 


Brethren  Mission  relief  workers  i^ive 
cyclone  victims  in  the  village  ofNimol. 


food  and  medicine 


2 1  villages  that  were  worst  affected  and 
needed  immediate  help.  They  returned 
to  Brethren  Mission  headquarters  in 
Rajahmundry  to  began  making  prepara- 
tions for  relief  work. 
On  November  30  Dr.  Kumar  and  his 
team  set  out  again  for  the  cy- 
clone-affected area,  laden 
with  food  and  medicines  for 
the  cyclone  victims.  On  this 
trip  they  visited  five  vil- 
lages, where  they  provided 
food  packets  and  medicine 
to  more  than  1,500  victims 
of  the  cyclone.  On  Januaiy 
2,  they  made  yet  another  trip 
to  Orissa  State,  this  time  tak- 
ing clothing,  cooking  uten- 
sils, heaUh  and  hygiene  ma- 
terials, books  for  students, 
and  other  needed  items. 

The  relief  efforts  of  Breth- 
ren Mission  in  India  were 
made  possible  in  large  part 
by  a  $20,000  m-anl"  from 
World  Relief  [^j'] 
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Briefly 
Noted 


The  Milledgeville,  111.,  Brethren 
Church  began  a  ministry  in  Jan- 
uary called  Prayer  2000.  This  is  a 
ministry  in  which  every  person 
(member  or  friend)  who  attends  the 
church  is  prayed  for  every  single 
day.  Members  and  regular  attenders 
who  expressed  a  desire  to  pray  for 
their  brothers  and  sisters  in  church 
were  given  a  list  of  people  for  whom 
they  were  to  pray  every  day.  These 
lists  taken  together  included  the 
names  of  every  member  and  person 
who  regularly  attends  the  church. 

An  announcement  about  Prayer 
2000  in  the  January  issue  of  the 
Milledgeville  Church  newsletter, 
The  Brethren  Monitor,  said,  "So,  be- 
ginning January  1,  2000,  know  that 
someone  will  be  praying  for  you! 
Watch  for  change  in  attitudes,  heal- 
ings, miracles,  blessings,  etc.!" 

Perhaps  this  is  a  ministry  other 
Brethren  churches  should  also  try. 

In  Memory 

Rev.   Harold   R.   Garland,   84, 

former  Brethren  and  Baptist  pastor, 
died  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  on  January  4. 
He  served  the  Cumberland,  Vander- 
grift.  Oak  Hill,  Valley,  and  Mt. 
Pleasant  Brethren  churches  in  the 
40s,  and  the  West  Alexandria,  Ohio, 
Brethren  Church  from  1948  to  1951 
and  again  from  1953  to  1959.  After 
a  brief  return  to  the  Cumberland, 
Md.,  Brethren  Church,  he  left  the 
denomination.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife  Mildred  of  62  years,  four 
daughters  and  one  son,  18  grand- 
children, 18  great-grandchildren, 
and  one  great-great-grandson. 


Grumblings  honored  on  appreciation  day 
at  Johnstown  Second  Brethren  Church 


Johnstown,  Pa.  —  Members 
of  the  Johnstown  Second 
Brethren  Church  showed 
their  appreciation  Sunday, 
October  24,  to  their  pastor, 
Rev.  Glenn  Grumbling.  The 
surprise  event  followed  the 
morning  worship  service  and 
included  a  carry-in  meal. 

Pastor  Grumbling  was  pre- 
sented a  monetary  gift,  and 
the  W.M.S.  gave  his  wife  Nancy 
an  eat-out  certificate  for  two. 
Following  the  meal,  the 
Brethren  gathered  around 
the  piano  for  a  hymn  sing.  It 
was  an  enjoyable  time  for  all. 

In  December,  Rev.  Grum- 
bling completed  45  years  in 
pastoral  ministry.  Born  and  raised 
in  Johnstown,  he  became  a  member 
of  Johnstown  Third  Brethren  Church. 
He  began  pastoral  ministry  at  the 
United  Church  of  North  Fairfield  in 
December  1954  while  at  Ashland 
College.  He  and  Nancy  were  mar- 
ried that  same  month. 

A  1958  graduate  of  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  he  served  Brethren 
churches  in  Milford,  Wabash  (Col- 
lege Corner,  twice),  and  Muncie,  Ind.; 
Waterloo,  Iowa;  and  Georgetown 
(Mt.  Olivet),  Del.;  before  coming  to 
the  Johnstown  Second  Church. 


Pastor  Glenn  and  Nancy  Grumbling  enjoying 
the  Pastor  Appreciation  carry-in  meal. 

The  Grumblings  were  parents  of 
four  children.  Son  Wayne  is  a  pastor 
in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Another  son,  Thomas,  serves  on  the 
core  team  of  Oasis,  a  new  Brethren 
church  in  the  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  area. 
Daughter  Cheryl  (Mrs.  John  Black) 
lives  in  Hickory,  N.C.,  where  she  and 
her  family  are  active  in  an  indepen- 
dent church.  Another  daughter, 
Rebecca,  went  to  be  with  the  Lord 
in  1990.  Her  former  husband,  Jesus 
Muhoz,  pastors  a  Hispanic  Grace 
Brethren  Church  in  Valrico,  Fla. 

—  reported  by  Bertha  Boyer 


Impact  Through  Prayer 

THE  SEASON  OF  LENT*  provides 
us  various  opportunities  to  grow  in 
our  relationship  with  God.  Whether  we 
choose  to  give  up  sweets,  practice  40 
days  of  prayer  and  fasting  (Matt 
6:16-18),  or  simply  devote  30  minutes 
daily  to  God  in  prayer  (1  Thess  5:17), 
we  should  prayerfully  consider  how  to 
make  more  room  in  our  lives  for  Christ. 

If  we  fast,  let  us  do  so  in  remem- 
brance of  His  life,  offered  as  a  ransom 
on  our  behalf.  Let  us  consider  His  un- 
failing love  for  all  humanity  and  His 
humble  obedience  to  the  Father  {Note: 
please  consult  a  physician  before  fasting^ 

If  we  commit  to  more  time  in  prayer, 
let  us  do  so  joyfully,  patiently,  and 

*Lent  is  the  40-day  period  (excluding 
Sundays)  from  Ash  Wednesday  (March  8 
this  year)  to  Easter. 


faithfully.  A  friend  recently  made  a 
suggestion  for  those  who  have  diflFiculty 
with  extended  prayer  times.  Find  a 
quiet  place.  With  Bible  in  hand,  simply 
say,  "I  am  here,  Lord,"  then  proceed  to 
read  the  Bible.  It  is  often  through  Scrip- 
ture that  God  meets  us  in  significant 
and  revelatory  ways. 

The  specific  action  we  choose  is  not 
so  critical  as  is  the  desire  from  which 
the  action  flows.  This  is  the  desire  our 
Creator  God  has  placed  in  our  hearts  to 
know  Him  through  a  personal  relation- 
ship with  His  Son,  Christ  Jesus. 

The  intentional  action  that  originates 
from  this  desire  and  that  is  devoted  to 
drawing  us  closer  to  Jesus  will  help  us 
to  see  His  personal  involvement  in  our 
lives.  It  will  foster  an  awareness  of  His 
love  for  us  and  for  others,  and  ulti- 
mately bring  glory  to  God. 

—  Karen  Frado 
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Appreciation  Day  for  Pastor  Owen  Preston 
blesses  both  pastor  and  the  Berlin  Brethren 


Berlin,  Pa.  —  Sunday,  October  31, 
was  Pastor  Appreciation  Day  at  the 
Berlin  Brethren  Church,  a  day  to 
express  appreciation  for  the  min- 
istry of  Pastor  Owen  Preston. 

Pastor  Appreciation  Day  began 
with  a  continental  breakfast  for 
Pastor  Preston  and  members  and 
friends  of  the  church.  The  Brethren 
had  a  large  assortment  of  dough- 
nuts to  choose  from,  thanks  to  the 
fact  that  one  of  the  members  is  an 
employee  of  Dunkin'  Donuts" 

During  the  morning  worship  ser- 
vice, testimonies  of  appreciation  for 
Pastor  Preston's  ministry  were 
given  by  Amanda  Faidley  represent- 
ing the  youth,  by  Edith  Hoffman  on 
behalf  of  the  Diaconate,  and  by  Rev. 
Robert  L.  Hoffman  speaking  for  the 
adults.  A  beautifully-decorated  bas- 
ket containing  cards  of  appreciation 
from  the  congregation  was  present- 
ed to  the  Prestons,  along  with  dress 
shirts  for  the  pastor. 

Rev.  Preston  became  interim  pas- 
tor of  the  Berlin  Church  in  October 
1998  and  then,  after  six  months, 
became  full  pastor  of  the  church  in 
April  of  last  year.  He  came  to  the 
church  at  a  difficult  time  in  the  life 
of  the  congregation,  after  it  had  un- 
wittingly  given   birth   to    another 


Berlin  Pastor  Owen  Preston  looks  over 
the  wide  selection  of  donuts  at  the  Pastor 
Appreciation  Day  continental  breakfast. 

Brethren  group  in  Berlin.  During 
his  ministry  he  has  brought  healing 
and  stability  to  the  church. 

Ordained  in  1958  in  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  Rev.  Preston  is  in  his 
42nd  year  of  pastoral  ministry.  He 
served  Church  of  the  Brethren  con- 
gregations in  West  Virginia,  Vir- 
ginia,    Ohio,     Pennsylvania,     and 


Maryland  before  becoming  pastor  of 
the  Berlin  Brethren  Church. 

Rev.  Preston  and  his  wife  Helen, 
who  is  seriously  ill  with  renal  fail- 
ure, have  one  daughter  and  one 
grandchild. 

"The  Berlin  Brethren  in  Pennsyl- 
vania would  encourage  other  congre- 
gations to  observe  Pastor  Apprecia- 
tion Day,"  wrote  Mrs.  Rae  Hoffman, 
in  reporting  this  event.  "Our  people 
experienced  the  blessings  that  ac- 
company the  expression  of  apprecia- 
tion, and  the  pastor's  ministry  is  en- 
hanced by  the  sense  of  appreciation 
and  love  expressed  by  those  with 
whom  he  ministers."  [Ij'] 

Editor's  note:  Brethren  at  the  Sarver 
Brethren  Church  in  Pennsylvania  are 
showing  their  appreciation  for  their  pas- 
tor by  giving  him  and  his  wife  an  all- 
expense-paid  trip  (airline  flights,  room 
and  meals,  etc.)  to  General  Conference 
this  year  at  Estes  Park,  Colo.  If  your 
church  does  not  nonnally  include  a  bud- 
get item  to  cover  Conference  expenses 
for  your  pastor  and  his  wife,  this  might 
be  a  special  way  the  church  could  show 
its  appreciation  to  them  this  year. 


Ashland  University  revives 
past  sniritual  traditions 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  Ashland  Univer- 
sity revived,  in  part,  a  past  tradition 
in  January  by  reintroducing  weekly 
chapel  services. 

At  one  time  chapel  services  were  a 
regular  event  at  the  school,  but  for  a 
time  they  were  discontinued,  except 
for  occasional  convocations.  Then  in 
the  early  90s,  "Meal  and  More" 
chapel  services  were  introduced, 
providing  an  opportunity  for  mid- 
week worship  twice  a  month. 

Since  January,  voluntary  chapel 
services  have  been  held  weekly — 
every  Wednesday  from  12:05  to 
12:30  p.m.  The  pool  of  speakers  has 
also  been  widened.  Whereas  in  the 
past  it  was  limited  primarily  to  fac- 
ulty, staff,  and  students  within  the 
immediate    campus    community,    it 


will  now  include  seminary  faculty 
and  staff  as  well  as  some  pastors 
from  the  community. 

The  move  to  weekly  chapel  ser- 
vices reflects  the  ongoing  commit- 
ment of  Dr.  G.  William  Benz,  presi- 
dent of  the  university.  Dr.  Emanuel 
Sandberg,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  other  trustees,  and  the 
administration  of  the  university,  as 
well  as  the  staff  of  the  department  of 
Religious  Life  to  the  advancement 
of  the  Christian  faith  and  Christian 
values  on  the  university  campus. 

Another  past  tradition  to  be  re- 
vived this  year  will  be  the  annual 
Spiritual  Enrichment  Week.  This 
event,  to  be  held  April  16-20,  has  its 
roots  in  similar  events  that  were 
held  on  campus  in  the  50s  and  60s. 

Featured  during  this  year's  Spiri- 
tual Enrichment  Week  will  be  inter- 
nationally-known writer  and  speak- 


er Jerry  Bridges,  who  will  speak  at 
the  all-campus  Easter  Convocation 
at  11:00  a.m.  on  Tuesday,  April  18. 
Mr.  Bridges  will  also  speak  at  the 
Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes 
meeting  on  Tuesday  evening,  and  to 
the  HOPE  Fellowship  meeting  on 
Wednesday  evening. 

"With  all  the  spiritual  decline  evi- 
dent in  so  many  institutions  of  high- 
er learning,"  said  Dr.  Michael  Glea- 
son.  Director  of  Religious  Life  at 
Ashland,  "I  am  particularly  gi'ateful 
that  at  Ashland  University  the  pres- 
ident, trustees,  and  administration 
have  made  strong  and  deliberate 
efforts  to  ensure  that  our  historic 
tie  to  Judeo-Christian  values  and 
The  Brethren  Church  is  not  only 
maintained,  but  strengthened  and 
increased,  as  this  new  millennium 
unfolds."  [^j"! 

—  submitted  bv  Dr.  Michael  Glcason 
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Southern  Africa's  worst  flooding 
in  nearly  50  years  is  impacting  all  of 
World  Reliefs  programs  in  Mozam- 
bique, World  Reliefs  second  largest 
field  of  operation.  World  Relief  has 
temporarily  redirected  much  of  its 
development  work  in  Mozambique 
to  provide  emergency  provisions 
and  help  rebuild  destroyed  homes 
and  small  family  businesses. 

In  Maputo,  the  capital  city,  World 
Relief  is  working  with  a  dynamic 
church  to  help  rebuild  the  homes  of 
124  families  who  saw  their  homes 
washed  away  by  the  torrential  rains. 
"The  local  church  has  a  vision  for 
reaching  [its]  community  .  .  .  and 
has  risen  up  to  help  [its]  local  neigh- 
bors in  need,"  reports  World  Reliefs 
Stephen  Gudz. 

In  the  district  of  Chokwe,  the  site 
of  many  of  World  Reliefs  develop- 
ment programs  in  Mozambique, 
World  Relief  is  providing  food  and 
seeds  to  families  who  lost  their  en- 
tire crops,  and  assistance  in  rebuild- 
ing businesses  to  those  who  lost 
their  means  of  income.  And  because 
water-born  diseases  such  as  malaria 
and  cholera  are  expected  to  dramat- 
ically increase.  World  Relief  is  work- 
ing to  obtain  medicine. 

The  flooding  is  a  temporary  set- 
back to  World  Reliefs  ongoing  work 
of  providing  long-term  solutions  to 
the  severe  poverty  and  high  child- 
hood death  rates  in  this  region. 


The  President  of  Sierra  Leone, 
Ahmad  Tejan  Kabbah,  a  committed 
Muslim,  recently  acknowledged  to 
World  Relief  President  Clive  Calver 
and  to  national  church  leaders  the 
pivotal  contribution  that  Sierra 
Leonean  churches  have  made  in 
achieving  the  disarmament  peace 
that  now  exists  in  this  troubled 
West  African  country. 

President  Kabbah  also  indicated 


that  churches  had 
consistently  out- 
performed Mus- 
lims in  terms  of 
their  commitment 
to  the  people  and 
their  desire  to  aid 
in  the  improve- 
ment of  condi- 
tions, Clive  Calver 
reported  after  the 
meeting  with  the 
president. 

After  eight  years 
of  civil  war,  almost 
half  the  population 
of  Sierra  Leone  is 
displaced,  and  the 
country  now  has 
the  highest  child 
death  rate  in  the 
world.  A  peace  ac- 
cord signed  in  July 
officially  ended  the 
war,  but  attacks  on 
civilians  continue 
in  some  areas. 

President  Kab- 
bah emphasized 
the  fact  that  Christians  had  been  at 
the  heart  of  the  peace  process. 
When  the  war  was  at  a  stalemate, 
Rev.  Moses  Khanu,  secretary  gen- 
eral for  the  Baptist  Convention  of 
Sierra  Leone,  was  one  of  those  who 
journeyed  into  the  heart  of  the  bush 
country,  risking  his  life,  in  order  to 
engage  the  rebels  in  a  new  discus- 
sion of  peace  that  ultimately  result- 
ed in  the  signed  accord  in  July. 
Khanu  was  recently  appointed  as 
World  Reliefs  church  relations  liai- 
son in  Sierra  Leone. 

World  Relief  is  helping  churches 
train  several  hundred  peacemakers 
who  go  into  the  bush  to  help  others 
understand  and  support  the  peace 
accord  so  that  the  killing  stops  and 
doesn't  resume.  The  churches  are 
also  seeking  to  help  displaced  people 
with  material  needs,  reintegrate 
them  back  into  their  communities, 
provide  educational  materials  so 
schools  can  reopen,  and  help  am- 
putees find  meaningful  work. 

"This  is  a  kairos  [opportune]  mo- 
ment," said  Rev.  Tom  Barnett,  lead- 
er of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  Sierra  Leone.  "This  is 
God's  time  for  World  Relief  to  be 
here  to  help  the  churches  respond  to 
the  needs  of  Sierra  Leone."  [li"] 


Paul  Reeder  (center)  was  installed  as  pastor  of  the 
Corinth  Brethren  Church,  Twelve  Mile,  Ind.,  on  Sunday, 
December  5.  Rev.  David  Cooksey  (I.),  Director  of  Pastoral 
Ministries  for  The  Brethren  Church,  and  Rev.  Dennis  Sigle, 
Indiana  District  moderator  and  pastor  of  the  Burlington,  Ind., 
First  Brethren  Church,  conducted  the  installation  service. 

Pastor  Reeder  comes  to  The  Brethren  Church  from  the 
Bell  Center  Bible  Church,  an  independent  Bible  congrega- 
tion in  Idaville,  Ind.  Before  serving  that  church,  he  and  his 
Japanese  wife,  Fumiko,  whom  he  met  in  Bible  College, 
served  six  years  (1983-89)  as  missionaries  in  Japan.  Pas- 
tor Reeder  is  a  1993  graduate  of  Grace  Seminary  (M.Div). 
The  Reeders  have  two  daughters,  Joy  (15)  and  Sara  (13). 
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Remember  His  Words 


JESUS  was  crucified  and  His  body 
was  interred  in  a  nearby  tomb. 
The  hopes  of  those  who  had  loved 
and  trusted  Him  were  buried  along 
with  His  body. 

Certain  women  from  among  His 
followers  noted  every  detail  of  His 
crucifixion  and  burial.  Then  they 
arranged  to  go  together  to  the  tomb 
on  Sunday  morning. 

As  the  women  approached  the 
tomb,  they  carried  spices  with 
which  to  embalm  the  body  of  their 
crucified  Lord.  But  they  were  hard- 
ly prepared  for  the  shocking  discov- 
ery that  awaited  them.  The  tomb 
was  empty!  The  stone  had  been 
rolled  away! 

The  guards  whom  Pilate  had  au- 
thorized to  protect  the  tomb  were 

rr  •% 

Easter  Morning 

Tomb,  thou  shalt  not  hold  Him  longer: 
Death  is  strong,  but  life  is  stronger; 
Stronger  than  the  dark,  the  light; 
Stronger  than  the  wrong,  the  right; 
Faith  and  hope  triumphant  say, 
"Christ  will  rise  on  Easter  Day!" 

While  the  patient  earth  lies  waking 
Till  the  morning  shall  be  breaking, 
Shuddering  'neath  the  burden  dread 
Of  her  Master,  cold  and  dead. 
Hark!  she  hears  the  angels  say, 
"Christ  will  rise  on  Easter  Day!" 

And  when  sunrise  smites  the  mountains. 
Pouring  light  from  heavenly  fountains. 
Then  the  earth  blooms  out  to  greet 
Once  again  the  blessed  feet; 
And  her  countless  voices  say: 
"Christ  has  risen  on  Easter  Day!" 

—  Phillips  Brooks,  1835-1893 


By  Milton  IVI.  Robinson 

missing.  Instead,  according  to 
Luke,  two  men  appeared  and 
asked,  "Why  do  you  look  for 
the  living  among  the  dead?  He 
is  not  here;  he  has  risen! 
Remember  how  he  told  you, 
while  he  was  still  with  you  in 
Galilee:  'The  Son  of  Man  must 
be  delivered  into  the  hands 
of  sinful  men,  be  crucified  and 
on  the  third  day  be  raised 
again.'  "  Luke  adds,  "Then  they 
remembered  his  words"  (Lk. 
24:6-8). 

Words  they  remembered 

I  would  like  to  suggest  some  [  — 
of  the  words  that  the  women 
and  the  other  disciples  remembered. 
Throughout  His  ministry,  Jesus 
prophesied  that  He  would  be 
killed  and  rise  the  third  day. 
Early  in  His  ministry.  He  an- 
swered the  challenge  to  His 
authority  to  cleanse  the  tem- 
ple with  the  reply,  "Destroy 
this  temple,  and  I  will  raise  it 
again  in  three  days"  (Jn. 
2:19).  Neither  those  who  chal- 
lenged Him  nor  His  disciples 
knew  that  He  was  speaking 
about  the  temple  of  His  body 
(Jn.  2:20-21).  Only  after  Jesus 
was  raised  from  the  dead  did 
the  disciples  realize  that  He 
had  been  speaking  about 
Himself  (Jn.  2:22). 

After  Peter's  confession, 
"You  are  the  Christ,  the  Son 
of  the  living  God"  (Matt. 
16:16),  Jesus  began  teaching 
His  disciples  that  He  must  go 
to  Jerusalem,  where  He  would 
be  killed  and  then  raised 
from  the  dead  on  the  third 
day  (Matt.  16:21).  But  at  that 


He  is 
..J  not  here; 
Hhe  has  risen! 
F   Remember 
f       how  he 
I  told  you  . .  . 


point  the  disciples  could  neither  ac- 
cept nor  understand  what  He  said 
(Matt.  16:22). 

Jesus  did  more  than  prepare  His 
disciples  for  His  death  and  resurrec- 
tion. He  also  taught  them  that  He 
would  return  to  the  Father  and 
would  no  longer  be  with  them  phys- 
ically. He  would  send  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  teach  them  all  things  and  to  re- 
mind them  of  everything  He  had 
said  to  them  (Jn.  14:25-26). 

Jesus  also  promised  them  peace — 

a  total  sense  of  inner  well-being  and 

total  rest  of  the  spirit  in  fellowship 

with  God.  Further,  Jesus  said,  "I  am 

(continued  072  next  page) 
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going  away  and  I'm  coming  back  to 
you"  (Jn.  14:28).  Even  on  the  day  of 
His  impending  crucifixion,  Jesus 
tried  to  prepare  His  followers  for 
His  death  and  victory  over  the  grave 
when  He  said,  "But  after  I  have  risen, 
I  will  go  ahead  of  you  into  Galilee" 
(Matt.  26:32).  In  other  words.  He 


A  Living  Savior 

By  William  Kerner 

THE  GRAY  DAWN  was  just 
streaking  the  sky  on  that 
first  day  of  the  week  when  the 
women  arrived  to  continue  their 
burial  preparations.  The  Sab- 
bath had  interrupted  their  work, 
and  now  they  came  with  their 
prepared  spices  and  perfumes  to 
complete  the  task  of  anointing 
their  beloved  Friend. 

On  the  way  they  asked  each 
other,  "Who  will  roll  the  stone 
away  from  the  entrance  of  the 
tomb?"  (Mk.  16:3).  Arriving,  they 
found  the  stone  had  already  been 
rolled  away.  But  when  they  en- 
tered the  tomb,  "they  did  not 
find  the  body  of  Jesus"  (Lk.  24:3). 

While  they  wondered  about 
this,  two  angels  of  the  Lord  ap- 
peared and  asked  them,  "Why  do 
you  look  for  the  living  among  the 
dead?  He  is  not  here;  he  has 
risen!"  (Lk.  24:5,  6).  These  were 
the  most  important  words  spoken 
on  that  first  Easter  morning. 

Jesus  Christ  must  be  seen  as 
more  than  a  hero  who  died.  Yes, 
He  must  even  be  seen  as  more 
than  a  Savior  who  died  on  a 
cross.  Jesus  must  be  seen  as  a 
living  Savior. 


would  rendezvous  there  with  them 
after  His  victory  over  death. 

Jesus  was  always  perfectly  honest 
with  His  disciples.  He  advised  them 
to  count  the  cost  of  following  Him. 
If  they  followed  Him,  they,  too, 
would  experience  crosses  in  their 
lives   (Lk.    9:23).    He   even   taught 


The  resurrection  of  Jesus  from 
the  dead  is  more  than  a  date  on 
our  calendars.  True,  He  arose 
from  the  dead  on  a  definite  day 
in  history,  but  that  day  is  not  as 
important  as  the  event  itself 

When  Jesus  arose  from  the 
dead.  He  conquered  the  power  of 
sin  and  death.  In  addition,  He 
became  not  merely  a  crucified 
Jesus,  but  also  a  living  Lord  and 
an  abiding  presence  with  His 
people  forever.  Jesus,  because  of 
the  cross,  is  a  living  presence 
helping  us  live  in  the  here  and 
now. 

The  Apostle  Paul  best  express- 
es the  real  impact  of  Easter  for 
us  in  these  words:  "And  if  the 
Spirit  of  Him  who  raised  Jesus 
from  the  dead  is  living  in  you,  he 
who  raised  Christ  from  the  dead 
will  also  give  life  to  your  mortal 
bodies  through  His  Spirit,  who 
lives  in  you"  (Rom.  8:11). 

My  hope  is  that  each  one  of 
you  may  be  able  to  sing  from  the 
depths  of  your  soul,  "You  ask  me 
how  I  know  He  lives?  He  lives 
within  my  heart."  [1]'] 

Rev.  Kerner  is  a  retired  Breth- 
ren pastor  living  in  Ashland, 
Ohio.  This  article  first  appeared 
in  the  newsletter  of  the  Ashland 
Garber  Brethren  Church. 
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them  that  the  time  was  coming 
when  anyone  who  killed  them 
would  think  that  "he  is  offering  a 
service  to  God"  (Jn.  16:2).  The  Lord 
said  further,  "I  have  told  you  this,  so 
when  the  time  comes  you  will  remem- 
ber that  I  warned  you"  (Jn.  16:4). 

Those  who  serve  Jesus  may  be 
called  upon  to  lay  down  their  lives. 
But  we  have  the  assurance  that  if 
we  die  with  Him,  we  shall  also  live 
with  Him  (2  Tim.  2:11). 

When  Jesus  prophesied  His  resur- 
rection, what  He  was  saying  didn't 
really  register  on  the  minds  of  His 
disciples.  Until  Christ  came,  the  idea 
of  a  man  rising  from  the  dead  was 
unheard  of  When  a  person  died,  he 
stayed  dead.  But  Jesus  lives,  and  be- 
cause He  lives  we  can  face  tomorrow. 

People  who  have  never  heard  that 
God  loves  them  respond  with  great 
joy  when  they  are  told  the  unbeliev- 
able good  news  that  He  does.  So 
remember  His  words.  He  has 
promised  to  come  back  in  power  to 
take  us  to  live  and  to  reign  with 
Him  forever.  And  as  we  have  seen. 
He  always  keeps  His  word.  Share 
this  good  news  with  others.  [^] 

Rev.  Robinson  is  a  retired  Breth- 
ren pastor  who  lives  in  Oak  Hill, 
West  Virginia. 


Through  the  eyes  of  a  child 

Josh,  a  first  grader,  explained  a  pic- 
ture of  the  crucifixion  to  a  friend.  "Do 
you  know  what  happened  here?"  Josh 
asked.  His  friend  had  no  idea,  so  Josh 
told  him  in  language  that  expressed 
his  strong  feelings  about  his  friend 
Jesus.  "Well,  here's  what!  Jesus  got 
whacked!  But  wait  'til  you  hear  the 
rest  of  the  story!" 

From  Teacher  Touch,  published  by  David  C. 
Cook  Church  Ministries.  Used  by  permission. 
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Pontius'  Pilgrimage 
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Ratios  for  growing  cliurchies* 

How  many  visitors  does 
a  church  need  in  order  to  grow? 

By  Charles  Arn 


J 


At  least  five  of  every  100  persons 

in  a  Sunday  morning  worship 

service  should  be  visitors. 

HOW  MANY  VISITORS  does  a 
church  need  in  order  to  grow? 
The  first  response  might  be  "One." 
But  this  does  not  take  into  account 
the  "back  door." 

Below  are  statistics  for  two  typical 
churches — one  of  185  members,  the 
other  of  850  members.  They  show 
the  average  yearly  exit  out  the  back 
door.  {Numbers  in  parentheses  indi- 
cate percentage  of  total  membership.) 


Type  of 
loss 

Church  of 
185  members 

Church  of 
850  members 

Transfer  out 

5  people 

(2.7%) 

24  people 

(2.8%) 

Death 

2  people 

(1.1%) 

10  people 

(1.2%) 

Reversion 

3  people 

(1.6%) 

51  people 

(6%) 

Total  members 
lost  per  year 

10  people 

(5.4%) 

85  people 
(10%) 

For  purposes  of  comparison,  in  1997 
The  Brethren  Church  as  a  whole  lost 
2.5%  of  its  members  by  transfer  out, 
1.3%  by  death,  and  4%  by  reversion, 
for  a  total  loss  of  7.7%..  In  1998  the 
figures   were   1.7%  by  transfer  out, 
1.3%'  by  death,  and  4.7%  by  reversion, 
for  a  total  loss  again  of  7. 7%.  In  1997 
the  losses  were  more  than  offset  by  the 
gains,  resulting  in  a  net  gain  in  mem- 
bers. But  that  was  not  the  case  in 
1998,  and  the  result  was  a  net  loss  in 
members.  Figures  for  1999  were  not 
yet  available  at  time  of  publication. 

The  typical  church  will  lose  from 
six  to  ten  percent  of  its  members 
each  year  through  the  back  door  To 

*This  is  the  second  in  a  series  of  arti- 
cles on  "Ratios  for  Growing  Churches" 
by  Dr.  Arn.  The  first  appeared  in  the 
February  Evangelist  (p.  1)  under  the 
title  "Four  ways  to  make  your  church 
attendance  bulge."  The  articles  are 
based  on  Dr  Arn's  research  in  the  areas 
of  church  growth  and  church  health. 


determine  your  church's  back-door 
losses,  study  the  last  five  years.  How 
many  people  transferred  out?  How 
many  died?  How  many  reversions 
did  you  have  (members  who  dropped 
out  of  church  involvement)? 

In  the  above  illustration,  note 
that  the  church  of  185  will  not  show 
any  annual  growth  until  the  eleventh 
member  is  added.  If  the  church  has 
73  visitors  a  year  (an  average  of  one 
to  two  visitors  per  Sunday),  and 
sees  15  percent  of  those  visitors  join 
in  the  coming  year  (the  average  for 
many  churches),  the  church  will  add 
11  new  members.  But  since  the 
church  will  lose  10  existing  mem- 
bers, it  will  show  a  net  growth  of 
only  one  member. 

If  the  larger  church  sees  572  visi- 
tors a  year — an  average  of  11  per 
Sunday — and  15  percent  of  these 
visitors  join,  the  church  will  add  85 
new  people.  But  recall  that  it  will 
also  lose  around  85  members,  so  it 
will  experience  no  growth. 

An  analysis  of  your  church's  visi- 
tor flow  can  provide  a  reasonably  ac- 
curate forecast  of  your  membership 
one  year  from  now,  since  most  peo- 
ple who  join  a  church  will  visit  it 
first.  Try  completing  the  informa- 
tion for  your  church  on  the  chart  at 
the  top  of  the  next  column. 

An  increase  in  worship  attend- 
ance from  your  projected  numbers 
on  the  chart  will  come  from  one  of 
two  sources:  an  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  visitors,  and/or  an  increase  in 
the  percentage  of  visitors  you  keep. 

A   growth   strategy   to   increase 


A.  Worship  Attendance 

B.  Number  of  Visitors:  total 
number  of  visitors  in  the  past  52 
weel<s 

C.  Annual  Visitor  Retention: 

percent  of  first-time  visitors  who 
join  your  church  within  the  fol- 
lowing 12  months,  based  on 
your  previous  5-year  average 
(most  churches  retain  from  8% 
to  25%  of  first-time  visitors) 

D.  Annual  Projected  Losses: 

average  annual  percent  of  total 
membership  who  have  left  your 
church  in  the  last  five  years 
through  death,  transfer,  or  re- 
version (most  churches  lose  6% 
to  10%  per  year) 

E.  Projected  One- Year  Attend- 
ance Growth/Decline  (Num- 
ber of  visitors  times  visitor  reten- 
tion) minus  projected  losses 

F.  Projected  Worship  Attend- 
ance in  One  Year:  projected 
growth/decline  plus  or  minus 
present  worship  attendance 

worship  attendance  can  focus  on 
either  of  these  two  areas  (or  on 
both).  For  example,  if  on  average 
visitors  make  up  only  two  percent  of 
your  Sunday  service,  develop  a 
strategy  to  increase  that  to  four  per- 
cent in  the  coming  year.  Or  if  you 
retain  only  ten  percent  of  your  visi- 
tors, seek  an  effective  strategy  to  in- 
crease that  rate  to  20  percent. 

The  number  of  visitors  provides 
an  accurate  forecast  of  a  church's 
future  growth.  The  5:100  ratio  (five 
visitors  for  every  100  people  in  at- 
tendance at  the  morning  worship 
service)  is  a  realistic  target.  ['^^] 

Dr.  Charles  Arn  is  president  of  Church 
Growth,  Inc.,  Monrovia,  Calif  His  latest 
book  is  How  to  Start  a  New  Worship 
Service  (Baker  Books). 


Brethren  Impact  Through  Prayer 

The  National  Day  of  Prayer  is  a  day 
set  aside  annually  to  pray  for  our  na- 
tion, its  leaders,  our  communities,  our 
churches,  our  families  and  children, 
and  for  each  other  It  is  a  also  a  time  of 
prayer  dedicated  to  seeking  unity  and 
healing  for  our  nation  and  for  our  na- 
tion's people. 


"PRAY2K,  America's  Hope  for  the 
New  Millennium"  is  the  theme  for  this 
year's  day  of  prayer  It  will  be  observed 
Thursday,  May  4. 

For  ideas  and  resources  for  observ- 
ing the  National  Day  of  Prayer,  see  the 
National  Day  of  Prayer  web  site  at 
www.nationaldayofprayenorg. 

—  Karen  Frado 


April  2000 
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Accent  on  a 

Brethren  Student 

at  Ashland  University 

Rachel  Pennington 


The  following  is  the  third  in  a  series 
of  interviews  between  Dr.  Michael 
Gleason,  Director  of  Religious  Life  at 
Ashland  University,  and  Brethren  stu- 
dents on  the  Ashland  campus. 

Dr.  Gleason:  Rachel,  it  has  been 
a  blessing  to  have  you  at  Ashland 
University.  I've  appreciated  the  way 
that  you've  been  involved  from  your 
first  day  on  campus  right  up  to  the 
present  semester.  For  those  readers 
who  don't  know  you,  introduce  your- 
self, telling  where  you  are  from  as 
well  as  sharing  about  your  past  and 
current  involvement  in  Brethren 
Youth  In  Christ  (BYIC). 

Rachel:  My  name  is  Rachel  Pen- 
nington and  I  am  from  Oak  Hill, 
West  Virginia,  where  I  was  raised  in 
the  Oak  Hill  First  Brethren  Church. 
I  have  been  involved  in  Southeast- 
ern District  youth  committees  as 
well  as  in  my  local  youth  group. 
Currently  I  am  a  member  of  the 
National  BYIC  Steering  Committee. 
But  perhaps  the  most  rewarding 
work  I've  done  in  the  BYIC  has  been 
the  Summer  Ministries  programs.  I 
served  as  a  District  Crusader,  as  an 
Intern  in  Florida  and  in  my  home 
district,  and  as  a  National  Crusader. 
This  summer,  I'll  see  the  other  side, 
as  I'll  serve  as  an  Intern  at  the 
Brethren  Church  National  Office. 

Dr.  Gleason:  On  campus  you 
serve  as  an  officer  in  the  Christian 
organization  HOPE.  What  are  some 
of  your  duties  in  that  position? 

Rachel:  As  a  HOPE  officer,  I  lead 
the  drama  team  ministry.  HOPE 
had  a  drama  ministry  before  I  came 
to  Ashland  University  as  a  student, 
but  it  focused  more  on  doing  dramas 
and  skits  within  HOPE's  services.  I 
started  out  as  a  soccer  player  at  AU, 
but  an  injury  and  God's  will  forced 


me  out  of  that.  I  don't  think  I  was 
ever  supposed  to  play  soccer.  Since 
then  God  has  filled  my  life  with 
things  that  glorify  Him.  I  made  the 
mistake  of  allowing  sports  to  be- 
come my  "god"  in  a  sense.  I  loved 
sports  more  than  I  loved  Him,  and 
He  put  me  in  my  place,  so  to  speak. 
I  use  that  testimony  of  how  we  need 
to  heed  to  God's  call  on  our  lives. 
When  I  yielded  to  Him,  He  gave  me 
visions  and  goals  of  a  ministry  to 
begin. 

In  addition  to  the  drama  team 
ministry,  I  serve  with  fellow  officers 
who  plan  the  actual  HOPE  meet- 
ings and  events.  Each  officer  is  in 
charge  of  a  particular  ministry,  which 
includes  a  missions  team  and  a  wor- 
ship team  in  addition  to  the  drama 
ministry.  I  play  drums  for  the  wor- 
ship team.  It  was  one  of  those  situa- 
tions where  they  needed  a  drummer, 
so  I  taught  myself  to  play  drums. 
Yes,  with  God  all  things  are  possible! 

'A  popular  saying  that 
we  use  on  campus  is 
PUSH'  —  'Pray  Until 
,.    Something  Happens. " 

Dr.  Gleason:  What  is  your  great- 
est challenge  as  a  student  at  Ash- 
land University? 

Rachel:  When  I  was  in  high 
school  attending  BYIC  Conventions, 
I  thought  Ashland  was  the  place  to 
be.  Both  my  mother  and  my  grand- 
father came  to  school  here,  and  I 
wanted  to  come  here  ever  since  I 
was  14.  But  when  I  arrived  here  as  a 
student,  I  encountered  a  major  chal- 
lenge— not  so  much  with  the  profes- 
sors as  with  the  students,  whose 
lifestyle  choices  differed  from  mine. 


My  desire  is  to  see  the  majority  of 
students  at  Ashland  have  a  relation- 
ship with  Jesus  Christ.  And  it  is  al- 
ways a  challenge  when  I  see  how 
many  actually  do  have  one. 

Dr.  Gleason:  Describe  in  greater 
detail  your  involvement  with  the 
drama  ministry,  also  telling  how  a 
church  that  has  interest  might  be 
able  to  get  a  team  from  the  univer- 
sity, as  student  schedules  permit. 

Rachel:  The  drama  ministry 
started  out  as  a  small  vision.  I  tried 
the  vision  out  with  my  church  youth 
group  one  year,  and  it  turned  out  to 
be  a  success.  So  I  went  further  and 
began  doing  programs  with  HOPE 
students,  doing  them  mostly  for 
Brethren  activities.  We  did  a  pro- 
gram for  the  BYIC  national  rally, 
and  then  one  for  the  campus.  We 
also  began  moving  into  other  de- 
nominations with  our  message. 
That  then  grew  to  the  possibility  of 
a  summer  ministry  supported  by 
The  Brethren  Church. 

Currently  the  ministry  is  experi- 
encing so  much  success  that  I  am 
praying  about  doing  this  when  I 
graduate.  We  are  also  sending  out 
letters  to  those  we  ministered  to  in 
the  past,  seeking  support  so  that  we 
can  purchase  our  own  equipment. 

We  would  love  to  do  performances 
for  local  churches.  Any  church  that 
is  interested  can  contact  me  by 
phone  at  419-207-4463  or  by  e-mail 
at  rpenning2ashland.edu.  We  do 
worship  services  as  well  as  youth 
services. 

Dr.  Gleason:  How  could  friends 
from  The  Brethren  Church  pray  for 
both  you  and  the  ministry  here  at 
Ashland? 

Rachel:  For  one  thing,  just  pray — 
period.  A  popular  saying  that  we  use 
on  campus  is  "PUSH" — "Pray  Until 
Something  Happens."  My  main  re- 
quest would  be  that  Brethren  uplift 
all  of  the  ministries  on  this  campus: 
HOPE  Fellowship  and  its  ministries 
(missions,  drama,  and  worship);  the 
campus  radio  show  I  co-host,  with 
Christian  talk  and  music;  and  the 
column  that  I  write  for  the  campus 
newspaper.  Pray  that  God  will  draw 
people  to  these  ministries  and  that 
His  Spirit  will  be  present  to  convict, 
because  it's  only  by  the  Spirit  that 
people  come  to  know  Jesus.  [Ij'] 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 
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The  Dollars  and  Cents 

of  Planting 
New  Brethren  Churches 

By  Emanuel  W.  Sandberg 
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WE  ARE  CALLED  CHRISTIANS 
because  we  believe  in  and  fol- 
low our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  are 
called  Brethren  because  we  have 
joined  together  in  an  association  of 
believers  committed  to  helping  all 
people  come  to  know  and  experience 
Jesus.  We  are  commissioned  to  be 
evangelists,  and  our  goal  as  Chris- 
tians is  to  recruit  disciples  and  train 
them  to  follow  Jesus. 

Our  Vision  Path 

We  have  accepted  God's  vision 
path  for  The  Brethren  Church  and 
have  adopted  it 
as  our  guide  to 
the  future.  {See 
"A  Look  Toward 
the  Future"  in 
the  January 
2000  Evange- 
list, pp.  1-3). 
This  Vision 

Path  will  lead  us 
to    our    chosen 
future,  and 
will  see  us: 


levels  of  performance  in  accord- 
ance with  their  spiritual  gifts  and 
the  resources  God  has  provided  us. 

God's  vision  for  our  lives  will  clar- 
ify the  purpose  and  direction  of  our 
lives.  We  are  being  challenged  to 
grow  in  our  Christian  beliefs  and  to 
set  and  accept  new  standards  of 
ministry  and  action  for  ourselves. 

But  how  will  we  do  this?  In  the 
glaring  light  of  reality,  we  have  to 
ask,  "How  will  we  pay  for  this  vi- 
sion?" We  know  that  a  vision  with- 
out a  plan  is  just  a  dream. 


^- 


"Think  of  it!  Tliis  major  muitiplication 
of  our  Great  Commission  efforts 
would  cost  us  individuaily  less  than 
a  cup  of  coffee  or  a  soft  drink  per  day. " 


over  the  next  decade 


Developing  and  participating  in  a 
Global  Program  of  Evangelism. 

Planting  at  least  50  new  Brethren 
churches,  including  inner-city  and 
Hispanic  churches. 

Joining  arms  with  our  Brethren 
as  active  church-planting  support- 
ers, with  every  Brethren  church  a 
sponsor  or  co-sponsor  of  a  church 
plant. 

Expanding  the  geographic  spread 
of  Brethren  churches. 

Joyfully  participating  in  the  Re- 
newal of  Pastor  and  People  for 
every  Brethren  church. 

Challenging  all  Brethren  to  new 


Whom  will  God  send  to  plant  these 
churches,  to  evangelize  the  people  of 
the  world,  to  renew  and  transform 
our  people  and  churches?  Who  will 
do  it?  And  how  will  we  pay  for  it? 

I  know  that  planting  churches  is 
expensive.  The  cost  to  plant  a  church 
will  probably  average  $250,000.  But 
that  is  the  total  cost.  That  cost  will 
be  shared  by  many — the  district  that 
sponsors  the  church,  the  National 
Office,  the  mother  church,  etc. 

12.5  million  dollars 

If  that  is  the  average  cost  per 
church,  the  total  cost  for  our 
decade-long  program  of  planting  50 
churches  will  be  50  times  $250,000, 
or  $12,500,000.  That  is  a  large 
amount  of  money,  but  if  we  think  of 


it  as  the  responsibility  of  all  Breth- 
ren and  all  Brethren  churches  over 
a  ten-year  period,  the  burden  is  not 
nearly  so  heavy. 

For  example,  we  have  approxi- 
mately 13,500  Brethren  members.  If 
each  member  contributed  $1  per 
day,  over  a  one-year  period  we  would 
together  contribute  a  total  of  almost 
$5  million.  Actually  we  don't  need 
that  level  of  support.  A  contribution 
of  just  25  cents  per  member  per  day, 
with  all  members  participating, 
would  adequately  fund  the  church- 
planting  program. 

Think  of  it!  This  major  multipli- 
cation of  our  Great  Commission  ef- 
forts would  cost  us  individually  less 
than  a  cup  of  coffee  or  a  soft  drink 
per  day.  Is  it  expensive?  Not  really, 
if  we  work  together  and  share  the 
burden. 

Examine  your  commitment 

We  are  given  the  opportunity  to 
participate.  I  ask  that  each  one  of  us 
examine  our  commitment  to  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ  and  decide 
what  level  of  support  for  Brethren 
Church  multiplication  we  are  will- 
ing to  make.  Make  that  commitment 
in  your  mind 
and  heart,  and 
then  take  one 
additional  step: 
make  sure  that 
your  congrega- 
tion has  a  plan 
and  a  process 
for  encouraging 
_       its  members  to 

participate   and 

then  follow  through  on  their 
church-planting  pledges.  If  all  the 
members  of  your  congregation  do 
this,  your  church  will  receive  a  new 
spirit.  [■!]»] 

Dr.  Sandberg  is  Executive  Director 
for  The  Brethren  Church. 
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Implementing  our  vision 
for  50  new  churches 

By  Reilly  R.  Smith 
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OUR  VISION  to  plant  50  new 
Brethren  churches  by  2010  is 
ambitious  but  achievable.  In  this 
article,  I  want  to  describe  the  cur- 
rent state  of  United  States  Missions 
in  The  Brethren  Church  and  then 
share  some  plans  for  the  future. 

Looking  around 

The  members  of  Iglesia  de  los 
Hermanos  in  Sarasota,  Florida, 

called  Italo  Abuid  to  be  their  new 
pastor.  A  new  steering  committee 
will  help  Italo  and  the  church  devel- 
op and  execute  a  strategic  plan.  For- 
mer Brethren  missionary  Dr.  Ken 
Solomon  serves  as  Pastor  Abuid's 
mentor.  Iglesia  de  los  Hermanos  is 
growing,  with  attendance  running 
about  45.  Pastor  Abuid  is  working 
hard  both  at  leading  the  church  and 
at  preparing  for  ordination. 

Dr.  Jeff  Kaplan,  church  planter 
for  Rocky  Mountain  Community 


Church  in  Highlands  Ranch,  Col- 
orado, continues  to  build  a  core 
team.  (See  article  by  Pastor  Kaplan 
on  page  9. ) 

Pastor  Mike  Woods  reports  new 
growth  at  Grace  Community 
Church  in  Winchester,  Virginia. 
Worship  attendance  is  averaging 
nearly  120.  He  also  reports  a  recent 
influx  of  new  visitors  every  week. 
Two  volunteers  recently  took  over 
the  children's  and  youth  ministries. 
So  far,  they've  recruited  10  new 
workers.  (See  additional  item  about 
Grace  Community  Church  below.) 

Pastor  Jim  and  Stephanie  Boyd 
report  that  average  attendance  at 
Rock  Springs  Community  Church 

in  Carlsbad,  Calif,  has  grown  from 
34  to  76  since  relaunching  last  fall. 
(See  Pastor  Boyd's  article  on  page  8. ) 

Oasis   Community  Church  in 

Chandler,  Ariz.,  celebrated  its  first 


Farewell  to  the  Scotts 

On  Sunday,  February  13,  2000, 
Grace    Community    Church   of 

Winchester,  Va.,  said  goodbye  to 
Chris  and  Heather  Scott.  The  Scotts 
were  part  of  the  church-planting 
team  at  Grace  Community. 

Chris  joined  the  Grace  Communi- 
ty team  with  the  expressed  purpose 
of  planting  a  Generation  X-focused 
ministry.  The  plan  was  to  begin  the 
work  under  the  auspices  of  Grace 
Community  and  then  spin  it  off  as  a 
separate  Brethren  church. 

GenX  ministry  in  Winchester 
proved  to  be  more  of  a  challenge 
than  seeker-targeted  ministry — the 
ministry  model  chosen  by  Grace 
Community.  As  time  went  on,  Chris 
became  more  and  more  focused  on 
GenX  ministry  and  less  involved  in 
the  day-to-day  ministry  of  Grace 
Community  Church. 

Chris  now  plans  to  continue  his 
work  independent  of  The  Brethren 
Church.  He  and  Heather  plan  to  re- 
main in  the  Winchester  area  and  to 


develop  a  coffeehouse  ministry. 
They  would  appreciate  your  prayers 
on  their  behalf  as  they  launch  out 
on  their  own. 

As  an  expression  of  appreciation 
to  the  Scotts,  Grace  Community 
Church  presented  them  a  plaque 
and  flowers,  as  well  as  a  shovel — 
symbolic  of  the  planting  effort  in- 
volved with  new  ministries. 

—  Rev.  Mike  Woods,  pastor 
Grace  Community  Church 


anniversary  on  March  5  with  a  spe- 
cial service  and  meal.  Approximate- 
ly 120  people  attended.  Four  mem- 
bers shared  what  God  has  done  in 
their  lives  since  joining  Oasis.  A 
video  presented  highlights  from  the 
congregation's  first  year.  In  addi- 
tion, Pastor  Jim  Miller  presented 
his  vision  for  a  series  of  daughter 
churches  surrounding  the  East  Val- 
ley of  the  Phoenix  area. 

Pastor  Jim  and  Elaine  Thomas 
are  reporting  steady  growth  at 
Eagle's  Nest  Christian  Fellowship 

in  Peru,  Indiana.  (See  article  by  Pas- 
tor Thomas  on  next  page. ) 

Attendance  at  Living  Waters 
Community  Church  in  Mansfield, 
Ohio,  is  running  in  the  mid-90s, 
with  more  than  100  in  worship  on 
several  recent  Sundays.  In  addition 
to  visitors  from  the  surrounding 
community,  people  travel  from  as 
far  away  as  35  miles  in  all  directions 
to  attend  the  services.  Pastor  Ron 
Miller  reports  that  Rich  Rader  re- 
cently joined  the  Living  Waters  staff 
and  will  be  focusing  on  outreach, 
discipleship,  and  worship. 

Dr.  Juan  Carlos  and  Maria  Miranda 
started  a  small  group  in  their  Pasa- 
dena, Calif,  home  last  fall  in  order 
to  begin  another  Spanish-speaking 
Brethren  church.  On  February  13, 
Centre  Cristiano  para  la  Familia 
began  holding  public  worship  ser- 
vices on  Sunday  afternoons  in  a 
Nazarene  church  building.  The 
group  is  gearing  up  for  an  official 
launch  on  Easter  Sunday  and  will 
do  some  kind  of  outreach  blitz  in  the 
Hispanic  community  prior  to  that 
date.  The  core  group  is  about  35 
people. 

Rev.  Juan  and  Amelia  Arregin 
lead  Iglesia  de  los  Hermanos  in 
Tucson,  Arizona.  This  congrega- 
tion meets  in  the  First  Brethren 
Church  building  on  Sunday  after- 
noons. Attendance  averages  about 
25.  Six  people  received  Jesus  Christ 
as  Savior  and  Lord  in  the  last  few 
weeks. 

Rev.  Jerry  and  Linda  Barr  lead 
Gateway   Brethren   Fellowship 

in  Hagerstown,  Maryland.  Pastor 
Jerry  serves  as  a  bi-vocational  pas- 
tor.   A   few   tent-making   families 
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joined  the  ministry  over  the  last 
year  or  so.  Worship  attendance  is 
running  in  the  mid-20s. 

Rev.  Mike  and  Pam  Sove  and  Rev. 
Chuck  and  Liz  Wolfinbarger  lead 
Vineyard  Community  Church  in 

Franklin,  Ohio.  This  cell  church  is 
growing  in  numbers  and  ministries. 
Vineyard  Community  averages 
about  250  in  attendance.  It  is  rapid- 
ly progressing  towards  becoming  a 
self-supporting  congregation. 

Rev.  Pat  and  Kathy  Velanzon  lead 
Cross  Keys  Worship  Center  in 

Port  Republic,  Virginia.  This  group 
of  Brethren  is  very  creative.  They 
held  a  Leap  Year  frog-leg  feed  on 
February  29  (see  page  11);  they've 
held  Veterans'  Day  dinners,  Sundae 
Sunday,  crazy  hat  day,  etc.  As  a  re- 
sult, they  are  reaching  a  wide  vari- 
ety of  people.  Pastor  Velanzon  plans 
to  start  a  daughter  church  in  about 
a  year  and  a  half 

Looking  ahead 

Our  plans  for  starting  additional 
Brethren  churches  are  beginning  to 
take  shape.  The  Ohio  District  and 
the  Missionary  Ministries  Council 
continue  to  pursue  planting  a  church 
in  Delaware  County,  Ohio.  A  church 
planter  has  been  assessed  and 
trained,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
being  interviewed  by  the  steering 
committee. 

Many  of  the  churches  mentioned 
above  are  planning  to  start  daugh- 
ter congregations  within  the  next 
three  years.  In  addition,  at  least  two 
other  Brethren  churches  are  plan- 
ning to  start  daughter  congrega- 
tions within  the  next  year  or  two. 

Dr.  Buzz  Sandberg  and  I  are  tar- 
geting the  Gainesville,  Jacksonville, 
Orlando,  and  Tampa  Bay  areas  in 
Florida  for  a  series  of  new  churches. 
We  will  be  recruiting  teams  to  plant 
several  reproducing  churches.  The 
Pennsylvania  and  Indiana  Districts 
are  also  doing  research  as  they  seek 
for  locations  to  plant  new  churches. 

What  your  church  can  do 

Every  Brethren  congregation  can 
participate  in  the  vision  to  start  new 
Brethren  churches.  One  very  prac- 
tical Avay  your  church  can  do  so  is 
by  starting  an  outreach  ministry  to 
a  new  neighborhood  or  group  of  peo- 


ple in  your  community  or  in  a  near- 
by town.  This  ministry  might  devel- 
op into  the  core  group  for  a  new 
church,  or  it  might  become  a  vital 
part  of  the  existing  church.  Either 
way,  four  very  good  things  will  have 
happened: 

( 1 )  The  church  will  have  deliberate- 
ly reached  out  to  new  people. 

(2)  New  people  will  have  come  to 
know  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and 
Savior. 

(3)  The  church  will  have  been  ener- 
gized. 

(4)  God  will  have  been  glorified  be- 
cause of  the  members'  efforts. 

A  second  way  your  church  can 
help  is  by  giving  its  full  financial 
fair  share  to  the  district  and  The 
Brethren  Church.  This  will  help 
your  district  and  the  Missionary 
Ministries  Council  to  provide  leader- 
ship, training,  resources,  and  sup- 
port for  new  church-planting  efforts. 

A  third  way  your  church  can 
help  is  by  adopting  a  new  church  or 
church  planter.  Some  churches  may 
be  able  to  sponsor  a  new  church 
alone  by  supplying  human  (long- 
term,  temporary,  and  occasional 
workers),  financial,  and  physical 
(office  or  worship  space,  supplies, 
etc.)  resources.  Other  churches  may 


need  to  join  together  to  sponsor  a 
new  church.  Organizing  encourage- 
ment and  prayer  teams  is  as  impor- 
tant as  giving  resources. 

A  fourth  way  your  church  can 
help  is  by  encouraging  its  members 
to  join  the  personal  support  team  of 
a  Brethren  church  planter. 

Possibility  thinking 

Fifty  new  churches  in  10  years 
seem  like  a  lot.  But  if  8  of  our  cur- 
rent 12  church  plants  each  produces 
a  daughter  congregation  in  the  next 
three  years  and  then  another  in  the 
next  five  years,  we  will  have  planted 
16  new  churches.  If  the  initial 
daughter  churches  also  reproduce 
once  in  their  first  five  years,  we  will 
have  planted  24  new  churches. 

If  the  two  established  churches 
that  are  planning  to  start  daughter 
churches  do  so,  then  do  it  again  in 
the  following  five  years,  and  if  the 
first  two  daughter  churches  repro- 
duce just  once  more  during  that 
time,  we  will  have  planted  a  total  of 
30  new  churches.  If  we  plant  just 
one  church  in  each  of  the  Florida 
cities  above  and  they  each  repro- 
duce once,  we  will  have  planted  a 
total  of  38  new  churches. 

(continued  at  bottom  of  next  page) 


Eagle's  Nest 

The  month  of  March  brought  us 
to  our  first-year  anniversary.  This 
year  has  been  a  great  journey  of 
faith,  as  we  have  followed  God  by 
the  leading  of  His  Spirit. 

Eagle's  Nest  Christian  Fel- 
lowship is  located  in  one  of  the 
fastest-growing  areas  of  Indiana  at 
a  former  Air  Force  Base.  Through- 
out this  year  we  have  opened  up  our 
facility  as  a  community  center  for 
the  Eagle's  Pointe  and  surrounding 
communities.  Some  of  the  on-going 
activities  include  four  Boy  Scout 
Dens,  two  Girl  Scout  groups,  a  Red 
Cross  Blood  Mobile  site,  and  a  Red 
Cross  Disaster  Shelter.  In  addition, 
Indiana  University  and   Ivy  Tech 


have  held  classes  here. 

As  a  new  church,  we  have 
been  privileged  to  be  part 
of  what  God  is  doing.  We 
believe  that  God  is  at  work 
all  around  us  and  that  He 
has  invited  us  to  be  a  part 
of  His  work.  He  is  doing 
great  things.  We  have  seen  48  first- 
time  conversions  and  many  more 
rededications. 

God  is  at  work  here  with  people  of 
all  ages,  but  particularly  with  the 
youth.  Of  the  48  conversions  we've 
seen,  36  have  been  youth.  We  have 
somewhere  between  70  and  90 
youth  involved  in  our  youth  pro- 
gram. We  average  about  60  or  more 
youth  each  week  at  the  youth  meet- 
ing. As  each  month  passes,  more  of 
them  are  getting  involved  with  our 
Sunday  service.  In  addition  to  these 
programs,  we  plan  to  open  a  teen 
coffeehouse  very  soon. 

I  am  privileged  to  be  a  part  of  a 

growing  number  of  people  who  are 

excited  about  serving  God.  ['li'J 

—  Rev.  Jim  Thomas,  pastor 
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Location,  Location,  Location 

By  Jim  Boyd 
Pastor  of  Rock  Springs  Community  Church 


J 


REAL  ESTATE  AGENTS  will  tell 
you  that  the  three  most  impor- 
tant factors  affecting  the  value  of  a 
piece  of  property  are  location,  loca- 
tion, location.  In  church  planting, 
the  same  principle  holds  true  when 
selecting  an  effective  meeting  site. 
Real  estate  agents  measure  the 
value  of  a  piece  of  property  by  its 
ability  to  attract  potential  buyers. 
At  Rock  Springs  we  measure  its 
value  by  its  ability  to  attract  lost 
people.  Here's  our  story. 

In  October  1998  The  Brethren 
Church  planted  Rock  Springs  Com- 
munity Church  in  Vista,  California. 
We  rented  five  classrooms  on  the 
second  floor  of  National  University 
and  began  services.  By  the  summer 
of  1999  we  had  33  regular  attenders. 

Many  outsiders  looked  at  the  num- 
bers and  thought  we  had  failed.  But 
I  knew  this  wasn't  the  case.  We  were 
experiencing  something  dynamic  as 
God  worked  in  our  midst.  People 
were  being  saved  and  discipled,  and 
we  were  thrilled  to  be  doing  life  to- 
gether as  a  church  family. 

During  the  summer  of  1999,  con- 


Implementing  our  vision 

(continued  from  page  7) 
If  the  Pennsylvania  and  Indiana 
districts  are  able  to  plant  one 
church  each  and  those  reproduce 
once  more,  we  will  have  planted  42 
new  churches.  And  if  only  20  of  the 
new  ministries  started  by  existing 
Brethren  congregations  turn  into 
new  churches  .  .  . 

The  Missionary  Ministries 
Council  plans  to  host  a  church- 
planting  summit  next  year.  We 
hope  to  inspire,  challenge,  call,  and 
equip  many  Brethren  churches 
and  people  to  church  planting 
through  this  2001  Brethren  Im- 
pact Church  Planting  Summit. 
Watch  for  more  details  in  future 
issues  of  the  Evangelist.  V^] 

Rev.  Smith  is  Director  of  Mis- 
sionary Ministries  for  The  Breth- 
ren Church. 


tent  with  33,  we  made  two  impor- 
tant decisions: 

(1)  to  move  the  church  to  a  new 
site  in  the  middle  of  a  brand- 
new  housing  development; 

(2)  to  meet  for  three  months  at  an 
interim  site  in  order  to  build 
momentum  and  excitement  for 
a  relaunch. 

It  worked!  For  three  months  we 
squeezed  the  new  core  team  into  our 
home  on  Sunday  mornings.  Then  on 
October  3,  1999,  we  relaunched  the 
church  at  Carillo  elementary  school 
in  Carlsbad,  California. 

Although  only  15  minutes  away 
from  our  old  location,  we  are  in  a 
whole  new  world.  National  Univer- 
sity was  in  an  established  section  of 
town.  Studies  show  that  people  in 
established  areas  are  often  closed  to 
the  gospel.  The  Rancho  Carillo  com- 
munity is  brand  new.  People  in  new 
communities  (new  home-owners)  are 
in  a  state  of  transition,  looking  for 
new  relationships,  and  open  to  the 
gospel.  Here's  the  proof:  in  the  last 
three  weeks  at  Rock  Springs,  nine 
Carillo  residents  have  accepted 
Christ  as  their  Savior. 

Our  old  location  was  at  the  end  of 
a  business  park  cul-de-sac.  Our  new 
meeting  site  is  on  the  main  street 


through  the  community,  providing 
greater  exposure  for  our  signs  and  a 
sense  that  we  are  part  of  the  com- 
munity. Formerly,  people  had  to 
climb  three  flights  of  stairs  to  reach 
our  meeting  site.  Now  large  double 
doors  open  directly  onto  the  parking 
lot.  At  our  old  location  the  outside 
grounds  were  not  conducive  to  play 
opportunities  for  children  or  to 
after-church  picnics.  Our  new  loca- 
tion is  designed  especially  for  chil- 
dren, and  the  grounds  were  planned 
for  community  use. 

Furthermore,  our  new  location  is 
centered  on  the  people  we  are  trying 
to  reach:  young  families.  Their  chil- 
dren attend  the  school.  Their  famil- 
iarity with  the  school  adds  to  our 
credibility,  promotes  their  sense  of 
ownership,  and  decreases  the  dis- 
comfort level  of  the  unchurched 
who  visit.  In  church  planting,  it  has 
been  shown  that  you  reach  people 
who  relate  to  you.  Our  new  location 
is  a  better  reflection  of  who  we  are. 

We  now  have  76  reguleir  atten- 
ders. We  continue  to  experience 
something  dynamic  as  God  works  in 
our  midst.  People  are  being  saved 
and  discipled.  We  are  thrilled  to  be 
experiencing  and  sharing  life  to- 
gether as  a  church  family. 

Overall,  location,  location,  loca- 
tion has  proved  to  be  the  most  effec- 
tive means  of  outreach  benefitting 
our  church  growth  and  develop- 
ment. It  can  help  you  as  well!  Don't 
be  afraid  to  shut  old  doors  in  order 
to  open  new  opportunities.  God  may 
be  leading  you  to  a  new  land.       [^1 


Reaching  the  Unchurched 

Through  Small  Groups 

By  Jim  Miller 

Rev.  Miller  is  pastor  of  Oasis  Communi- 
ty Church,  a  new  Brethren  church  in 
Chandler,  Ariz.  The  principles  below, 
which  he  learned  while  in  an  earlier  pas- 
torate, are  being  used  in  this  new  work. 

PUT  YOUR  MONEY  where  your 
mouth  is.  Practice  what  you  preach. 
Those  were  expressions  I  knew  people 
would  apply  to  me  as  I  became  a  bi- 
vocational  pastor  by  entering  the  busi- 
ness world  as  a  bank  teller.  For  years  I 
had  told  people  they  needed  to  share 
their  faith  boldly  with  their  co-workers. 
Now  they  would  be  watching  me  to  see 


if  I  could  live  up  to  those  words. 

Little  did  I  know  as  I  arrived  at  th 
bank  that  first  day  that  I  would  begi 
one  of  the  most  exciting  adventures  ( 
my  life!  The  relationships  I  develope 
with  my  co-workers  (mostly  women  1 
to  21  years  old)  resulted  in  the  begir 
ning  of  a  small  group  geared  toward  ar 
swering  their  questions  about  faitl 
What  I'd  like  to  share  are  some  things 
learned  from  that  experience  abou 
using  small  groups  as  an  outreach  tool 

1.  The  unchurched  are  interested  in 
forum  in  which  they  can  openly  explor 
faith-questions.  We  invited  17  people  t 
a  barbecue  in  order  to  present  this  idej 
I  told  them  that  we  would  simply  solici 
questions  anonymously  from  ther 
about  God,  Jesus,  faith,  and  the  Bibh 
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Defining  our  purpose  and  vision 

By  Jeff  Kaplan 
Pastor  of  Rocky  Mountain  Community  Church 
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CHURCHES  are  increasingly  see- 
ing the  value  of  having  a  clearly- 
articulated  document  that  describes 
who  they  are  and  where  they  are 
going.  It  is  especially  important  for 
a  church  planter  to  be  able  to  put 
into  words  the  vision  and  purpose  of 
a  new  church.  The  very  survival  of 
the  new  group  depends  upon  it. 

As  the  church  planter  for  Rocky 
Mountain  Community  Church — 
located  in  the  fastest-growing  sub- 
urb (Highlands  Ranch)  of  our  na- 
tion's fastest-growing-county  (Doug- 
las County) — I  am  acutely  aware  of 
the  importance  of  being  able  to 
share  the  vision  and  purpose  for  this 
church  with  prospects.  Unless  I  can 
do  so,  the  church  will  never  get  off 
the  ground. 

A  good  vision  for  a  church  needs 
to  be  born  out  of  a  scriptural  under- 
standing of  the  purposes  of  the 
church.  Therefore  it  is  valuable  to 
begin  by  recognizing  the  five  pur- 
poses of  the  church  contained  in  two 
monumental  statements  by  Jesus. 

One  of  those  statements  is  the 
Great  Commandment,  found  in 
Matthew  22:37-40.  Jesus  said,  "You 
shall  love  the  Lord  your  God  with  all 
your  heart,  and  with  all  your  soul, 
and  with  all  your  mind  \_worship\. 


This  is  the  first  and  greatest.  The 
second  is  like  it.  You  shall  love  your 
neighbor  as  yourself  \service\.  On 
these  two  commandments  depend 
the  whole  Law  and  the  Prophets." 

In  addition  to  worshiping  God  and 
serving  people,  the  church  has  three 
more  purposes,  which  are  found  in 
the  Great  Commission  in  Matthew 
28:19  and  20.  Before  His  ascension, 
Jesus  said  to  His  disciples,  "Go 
therefore  and  make  disciples  of  all 
the  nations  [evangelism],  baptiz- 
ing them  in  the  name  of  the  Father 
and  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit 
[fellowship],  teaching  them  to  ob- 
serve all  that  I  commanded  you  [in- 
struction]; and  lo,  I  am  with  you  al- 
ways, even  to  the  end  of  the  age." 

From  these  words  of  our  Lord,  we 
can  conclude  that  the  five  biblical 
purposes  of  the  church  are  worship, 
instruction,  fellowship,  evangelism, 
and  service.  Taking  the  first  letter 
of  each  of  these  words  gives  us 
the  quasi-word  "wifes."  While  the 
plural  of  wife  is  "wives,"  "wifes"  is 
nevertheless  memorable.  Keeping 
"wifes"  in  mind,  our  church  has 
adopted  the  following  statements: 

"The  purpose  of  Rocky  Moun- 
tain Community  Church  is  to  make 
more   and   better   disciples   of  the 


Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  the  Highlands 
Ranch  area  and  beyond  by: 

•  Exalting  God  through  worship; 

•  Edifying  one  another  through  in- 
struction; 

•  Encouraging  one  another 
through  fellowship; 

•  Evangelizing  our  local  and  for- 
eign mission  fields  through  evan- 
gelism and  missions; 

•  Equipping  one  another  through 
service." 

"Our  mission  is  to  bring  as  many 
unbelievers  as  possible  to  Jesus 
(evangelism),  then  lead  them  into 
membership  in  our  fellowship  (fel- 
lowship), develop  them  to  Christ- 
like maturity  (instruction),  and 
equip  them  for  their  ministry  (ser- 
vice) so  they  can  worship  God  and 
magnify  His  name  (worship)." 

"Our  vision  is  to  reach  (evange- 
lism) and  lead  (service)  as  many 
people  for  Jesus  as  possible  through 
a  dynamic,  contemporary  church 
(worship)  that  is  biblically  solid  (in- 
struction) and  culturally  relevant 
(fellowship)  in  Highlands  Ranch, 
Colorado,  and  beyond." 

That's  who  we  are  and  where  we 
are  going.  If  you  would  like  to  find 
out  how  you  and/or  your  church  can 
partner  with  us  to  launch  a  new  and 
dynamic  Brethren  church,  feel  free 
to  contact  me.* 

May  God  bless  you  big  time.     [^] 

*  Jeff  Kaplan,  9811  S.  Spring  Hill  Place, 
Highlands  Ranch,  CO  80126  (303-471- 
9420;  Jeff  Kaplan  (Sjuno.com . ) 


leven  came  for  that  that  first  meeting, 
nd  we  averaged  10  over  the  two  years 
he  group  ran.  What  we  found  was  that 
hese  young  women  genuinely  wanted 
0  know  what  the  Bible  had  to  say 
bout  the  practical  things  of  life. 

2.  Everyone  has  a  faith  story  to  tell, 
live  opportunties  for  people  to  tell  their 
tories.  We  invested  much  time  doing 
his.  I  was  surprised  how  willing  they 
/ere  to  give  details  of  their  faith  expe- 
ience,  whether  it  was  a  bad  experience 
.t  church  as  a  child  or  a  good  experi- 
ence with  a  loving  grandparent  who 
aught  them  about  Christ. 

3.  Be  unshockable.  Tony  Evans  says 
hat  he  has  come  to  expect  sinners  to 
in.  We  need  to  learn  to  accept  people 
^^here  they  are,  no  matter  what  comes 


out  in  the  group.  Like  Jesus,  we  need  to 
be  known  as  a  friend  of  sinners. 

4.  Don't  assume  any  level  of  biblical 
knowledge.  Some  in  our  group  had  never 
opened  a  Bible  before.  We  had  to  start 
with  statements  like;  "The  Bible  is  di- 
vided into  books,  chapters,  and  verses. 
When  I  say  John  3:16,  here's  what  I 
mean."  It's  good  if  everyone  uses  the 
same  kind  of  Bible  so  you  can  give  page 
numbers  when  looking  up  passages. 

5.  Get  rid  of  "christianeze."  Replace 
terms  like  sanctification,  righteous- 
ness, and  redemption  with  word  pic- 
tures they  can  understand. 

6.  Continually  take  opportunities  to 
explain  the  gospel.  For  two  years  I  told 
this  group  about  Jesus  every  time  we 
met.    Several   accepted   Christ,    some 


rededicated  their  lives,  and  all  of  them 
understood  that  God  loved  them  and 
wanted  to  be  in  relationship  with  them. 

7.  Understand  just  how  special  a 
thing  God  is  doing  with  you.  I  once 
asked  the  women  what  they  thought  of 
when  I  said  "church."  The  first  re- 
sponse came  from  Amber,  who  said,  "I 
think  of  this  group.  This  is  church  for 
me!"  The  others  quickly  agi'eed.  God 
was  speaking  to  their  hearts  in  ways 
that  may  never  have  happened  on  a 
Sunday  morning. 

You  can't  imagine  the  fun  of  having 
pre-believers  in  your  small  group.  Their 
questions  and  attitudes  are  childlike, 
their  steps  small.  But  when  they  final- 
ly "get  it"  and  step  into  the  kingdom  of 
God,  there  is  no  gi"eater  reward!       [Ij'l 
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Noted 


The  Falls  City,  Nebraska,  First 
Brethren  Church  began  a  second 
worship  service  recently,  according 
to  Pastor  Wilham  G.  Shipman.  The 
contemporary  service  is  led  by  Ted 
Schowengerdt,  who  now  serves  the 
congregation  as  co-pastor.  The  new 
service  has  increased  total  Sunday 
attendance  to  approximately  100, 
with  70  in  the  regular  service  and 
30  in  the  new.  The  church  is  looking 
forward  to  even  higher  attendances 
as  the  new  service  catches  on. 

Pastors  and  Wives  Retreat 

"Leading  the  Church  into  the 
Future"  will  be  the  theme  of  this 
year's  Brethren  Pastors  and  Wives 
Retreat,  to  be  held  May  9-11  in  the 
Abe  Martin  Lodge  at  Brown  County 
State  Park,  Nashville,  Indiana. 

Dr.  Charles  Lake,  senior  pastor  of 
the  Greenwood,  Ind.,  Community 
Church,  will  be  the  featured  speak- 
er. Under  his  leadership  the  Green- 
wood Church  has  grown  to  1,500  in 
worship  attendance.  The  church  has 
also  planted  eight  daughter  congre- 
gations. Dr.  Lake's  messages  will 
focus  on  changing  trends  in  min- 
istry and  the  kind  of  pastoral  lead- 
ership needed  to  meet  those  trends. 

Scott  Ailes,  manager  of  the  Ad- 
vanced Technologies  division  of  The 
Woodwind  and  the  Brasswind,  the 
world's  largest  music  center,  will  lead 
a  workshop  on  recent  developments 
in  audio  technology  and  how  they 
can  impact  worship.  He  and  his  wife 
Amy  will  also  lead  a  time  of  worship. 

Registration  information  has  been 
sent  to  pastors  and  elders.  The  reg- 
istration deadline  is  April  24.       \'^^] 


Park  Street  Brethren  Church  launches 
fourth  Sunday  morning  worship  service 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  Park  Street 
Brethren  Church  in  Ashland 
launched  a  fourth  morning 
worship  service  on  Sunday, 
March  5,  and  the  response  was 
overwhelming. 

At  least  300  people  attended 
the  new  11:00  a.m.  service.  Ap- 
proximately 100  of  those  were 
people  who  had  also  attended 
an  earlier  service  that  morning. 
Others  were  people  (particular- 
ly youth)  who  were  switching  to 
this  service.  But  an  estimated 
100  or  more  of  those  present 
were  visitors  who  had  come  to 
check  out  the  new  service. 

Total  attendance  at  all  ser- 
vices for  the  morning  was  ap- 
proximately 870.  Even  subtract- 
ing 100  for  the  people  who 
attended  two  services,  the  "offi- 
cial count"  of  769  for  the  morn- 
ing was  well  over  the  1999  wor- 
ship average  of  570. 

Called  the  Crossing,  the  new 
service  seeks  to  be  "a  Christian 
encounter"  that  overcomes 
stereotypes  that  would  prevent 
people  from  participating  in  wor 


sure  God  exist* 
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I  have  nothing  to  wear. 

You  may  avoid  church  for  a  number  of  reasons... 

The  Crossing  at  Park  Street  is  different.. .really! 
There's  great  music,  genuine  people  and  exciting  messages  that 
you  can  understand  and  apply  to  your  life.  And  you  can  wear 
anything  you  want!  Maybe  it's  time  for  you  to  give  churfli  a  try- 
at  a  place  where  you'll  feel  comfortable.  **<^ 

Come  change  your  ideas  about  church. 


theCrossin 

a  Christian  encounter 

Sundays  at  ll:oo  a.m. 

Park  Street  Brethren  Family  Life  Center 
619  Park  Street  in  Ashland  •  289-0224 
www.parkstreetbrethren.org    (Nursery  provided) 


ship.  The  service  is  informal,  dress 
is  casual,  the  music  is  current  and 
aggressive  (with  lots  of  percussion), 
and  the  service  is  held  not  in  the 
"sanctuary"  but  in  the  gymnasium 
of  the  Family  Life  Center.  Rev.  Don 
Belsterling,  Park  Street's  Pastor  of 
Youth  Discipleship,  who  gives  the 
messages  for  the  service,  preaches 
in  a  tee-shirt  and  jeans. 

"What  we  are  trying  to  do,"  says 
Pastor  Belsterling  "is  fight  negative 
connotations  associated  with 
church."  In  dress,  worship  style, 
and  language,  every  effort  is  made 
to  avoid  erecting  barriers  for  non- 
Christians  and  the  unchurched  who 
attend.  For  example.  Pastor  Belster- 
ling, worship  leader  Doug  Cooper, 
and  others  who  lead  the  service  seek 
to  avoid  using  "churchy"  language 
unfamiliar  to  newcomers.  Other 
aspects  of  the  service  include  a 
friendly,  non-threatening  atmos- 
phere, variety,  freedom  to  move 
around,  refreshments,  flexibility,  and 
interaction  in  the  service  between 


One  of  the  newspapaer  advertisments  that 
were  used  to  publicize  the  Crossing. 

leaders  and  worship  participants. 

Pastor  Belsterling  is  quick  to 
point  out,  however,  that  even 
though  "the  approach  is  casual,  the 
dynamics  are  intense."  "Our  pri- 
mary emphasis  is  to  worship  God  in 
Christ  without  compromise,"  he 
said,  noting  that  the  approach  is 
seeker-sensitive  but  not  seeker- 
driven.  He  added,  "The  goal  is  that 
non-Christians  who  come  will  wit- 
ness genuine  and  attractive  worship 
and  see  it  as  something  they  want." 

Planning  in  a  general  way  for  this 
service  began  three  years  ago,  when 
a  third  morning  worship  service  was 
added.  Dr.  Arden  Gilmer,  senior  pas- 
tor of  the  church,  asked  the  staff  to 
begin  thinking  even  then  about  an- 
other service  (when  it  would  meet, 
type  of  service,  etc.).  Specific  plan- 
ning for  this  new  service  began 
about  a  year  ago,  and  intense  prepa- 
rations by  the  ten  people  who  make 
up  the  core  team  for  the  Crossing 
began  last  December  This  process 
was  also  bathed  in  prayer  Pastor 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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Frog  legs,  Blue  Grass  music  featured  at 
Cross  Keys  Leap  Year  Community  Supper 


Port  Republic,  Va.  —  Brethren  at 
Cross  Keys  Worship  Center  invited 
their  community  to  celebrate  "Leap 
Day"  (Feb.  29)  with  them  at  a  free 
Leap  Year  Community  Supper.  The 
carry-in  supper  featured  a  taste  of 
frog  legs  (Pastor  Pat  Velanzon  got 
15  pounds  of  them  from  a  local  Chi- 
nese restaurant)  and  the  sound  of 
Blue  Grass  music,  provided  by  the 
Cross  Keys  musicians. 

Invitations  to  the  event  were  ex- 
tended to  the  community  by  means 
of  posters,  flyers,  and  newspaper 
advertisements  {at  right) — all  fea- 
turing leaping  frogs — as  well  as  by 
word  of  mouth.  As  a  result  people 
came  in  droves — with  the  resident 
head-counter  losing  track  at  120 
when  it  became  necessary  to  scurry 
around  for  extra  tables  and  every 
available  chair. 

Many  new  people   attended   the 


(continued  from  previous  page) 
Belsterling  noted  that  for  the  past 
three  months  thoughts  about  this 
service  have  dominated  his  mind. 

Two  main  means  were  used  to 
publicize  the  service— newspaper 
advertisements  {see  previous  page) 
and  word  of  mouth  by  Park  Street 
members.  In  addition,  brochures 
advertising  the  Crossing  were  de- 
livered to  100  apartments  in  an 
apartment  complex  in  one  area  of 
Ashland,  and  a  mailing  about  the 
service  was  sent  to  1,000  homes 
surrounding  the  church. 

As  noted  above,  Park  Street 
Church  now  has  four  Sunday 
morning  worship  services:  contem- 
porary services  at  8:30  and  9:45,  a 
blended  service  (mix  of  traditional 
and  contemporary)  at  11:00,  and  the 
Crossing,  also  at  11:00.  Dr.  Gilmer 
preaches  at  all  services  except  the 
Crossing.  Attendances  for  the 
Crossing  on  the  two  Sundays  fol- 
lowing the  initial  service  were  210 
and  203,  and  total  worship  attend- 
ances for  those  two  Sundays  were 
681  and  735.  While  pleased  about 
the  attendances  for  the  Crossing, 
Pastor  Belsterling  emphasized  that 
"our  goal  is  not  numbers  but  to  im- 
pact lives  in  the  pursuit  of  God." 
—  reported  by  Richard  Winfield 
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FREE  Community  Supper 
Tues.,  Feb.  29       7-9  p.m. 

Enjoy  laste  of 

FROG  LEGS 

Briitfi  (overed  dish. 

Enjoy  Bluegrass  Music 

Cross  Keys/Mill  Creek  Ruriian  Hall 

Baitlefield  Rd. 

Host- 


Cross  Keys 
o)  Worship  Center 


free  event,  to  the  joy  of  the  Cross 
Keys  group.  According  to  Kathy 
Velanzon,  the  pastor's  wife.  Cross 
Keys  is  "really  gaining  recognition 
in  the  community,  and  the  Lord  is 
adding  new  members  and  families." 
In  addition  to  this  community 
outreach  event,  the  Cross  Keys 
group  had  an  in-house  fellowship 
lunch  on  Sunday,  February  6.  In 
honor  of  Groundhog  Day  earlier 
that  week,  they  called  this  meal  the 
"Roadkill  Fellowship  Lunch."  Every- 
one brought  "real"  food  (or  so  they 


^o:^^i^^o. 


say),  but  named  them  like  items  on 
the  menu  of  Roadkill  Cafe.  Among 
the  mouth-watering  entrees  were 
mangled  muskrat  with  macaroni 
and  mozzarella;  rattlesnake  kabob, 
chunk  of  skunk,  and  gator  steaks. 
All  had  fun  cooking  and  naming 
their  creations. 

Lest  we  think  that  all  events  at 
Cross  Keys  Worship  Center  are  on 
the  lighthearted  side,  Mrs.  Velanzon 
reports  that  the  congregation  is 
preparing  for  a  50-day  spiritual  ad- 
venture from  Easter  until  Pente- 
cost. They  are  hoping  for  100  per- 
cent participation  by  members  of 
the  congregation. 

Editor's  note:  You  may  have  noticed 
a  number  of  items  about  Cross  Keys 
Worship  Center  in  recent  issues  of  the 
Evangelist.  In  case  you've  wondered 
why,  the  reasons  are  simple:  (1)  the 
Cross  Keys  Brethren  are  doing  some  in- 
teresting and  innovative  things  to  reach 
their  community,  and  (2)  someone — 
namely  Kathy  Velanzon — reports  them. 
If  your  church  is  doing  something  in- 
teresting and  innovative,  the  editor 
would  be  delighted  to  hear  about  it. 


Lanark,  III.  —  Members  of  the 
Lanark  First  Brethren  Church 
honored  their  pastors  Sunday, 
October  24,  1999,  with  a  sur- 
prise Pastor  Appreciation  Day. 
Senior  Pastor  Jim  Garret  and 
his  wife  Elizabeth  {right)  were 
given  a  large  quilt  with  squares 
made  by  members  of  the  con- 
gregation that  were  assembled 
on  the  quilt  by  Paulette  Rahn. 


Associate  Pastor  Bob  Schubert  {left)  and 
his  new  bride  Joyce  were  given  a  quilted 
pillow  with  their  wedding  picture  as  the 
center.  Both  pastors  also  received  many 
cards  from  members  of  the  congregation. 

The  Garretts  have  served  at  the  Lanark 
church  since  1993.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren, Matthew,  Lora,  and  Benjamin.  Pas- 
tor Schubert  has  served  the  Lanark 
church  since  1992. 

reported  by  Joyce  Michael 
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Goshen  Brethren  excited 
about  events  in  the  church 

Goshen,  Ind.  —  Members  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Goshen  are  excit- 
ed about  some  recent  church  events, 
as  well  as  about  events  yet  to  come. 

In  December  the  church  welcomed 
John  Howenstine  as  the  new  youth 
pastor.  His  wife  Kim  and  children, 
Katie  and  Caleb,  are  also  wonderful 
additions  to  the  church  family. 

John  wasted  no  time  before  sched- 
uling a  youth  bash — called  "Y2B" — 
for  New  Year's  Eve.  The  youth  had  a 
great  time  eating  pizza,  listening  to  a 
live  band,  playing  games  at  a  local 
recreation  center,  and  watching  movies 
till  the  wee  hours  of  the  morning.  Sev- 
eral youth  invited  their  non-Christian 
friends,  using  the  event  as  an  out- 
reach opportunity. 

In  January  Pastor  Brad  Whitehead 
challenged  the  congregation  with  this 
vision  statement:  The  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Goshen  will  strive  to  be  "a 
vibrant,  growing,  Spirit-filled  minis- 
try that  is  creative  and  made  up  of  be- 
lievers who  are  equipped  and  passion- 
ate about  modeling  the  life  of  Christ  by 
being  committed  to  building  family, 
ministering  to  an  increasingly  diverse 
community  and  sending  out  ministers 
to  the  nations."  His  sermon  detailed 
ways  to  attain  this  vision.  The  Breth- 
ren departed  that  morning  with  a  re- 
newed desire  to  work  together  for  good. 

During  February  several  members 
of  the  congregation  traveled  to  Escu- 
ela  Caribe  in  the  Dominican  Republic 
to  do  short-term  mission  work.  They 
helped  with  construction  projects, 
held  a  Bible  school  in  a  remote  village, 
and  established  relationships  with  the 
staff  and  students  at  the  school. 

Please  join  the  Goshen  Brethren  in 
praying  for  the  "Stand-Up"  rally  for 
youth  that  will  be  held  April  14-15  at 
the  Pontiac  Silverdome  in  Detroit, 
Mich.  A  total  of  115  young  people  and 
adults  from  the  church  have  signed  up 
to  attend,  and  they  look  forward  to  a 
life-changing  revival. 

—  submitted  by  Jenny  Graber, 
Public  Relations  Committee 


Brethren  in  Ohio  observe  a  "Day  of  Prayer" 
to  pray  for  the  district's  leaders  and  churches 


Canton,  Ohio  — 

Approximately  45 
Brethren  from  the 
Ohio  district  gath- 
ered at  Trinity 
Brethren  Church 
in  Canton  on  Sat- 
urday, February 
26,  for  a  "Day  of 
Prayer  for  the 
Ohio  Conference 
of  The  Brethren 
Church."  They 
spent  approxi- 
mately three  hours 


Throughout  the 
divided  into  small 


in  worship,  praise,  and  prayer. 

Ohio  District  Moderator  Lynn 
Mercer,  who  had  declared  the  Day 
of  Prayer,  led  the  gathering.  The 
morning  session  focused  on  praying 
for  the  boards,  officers,  and  commit- 
tees of  the  district. 

Taking  each  board  in  turn,  Rev. 
Mercer  gave  a  description  of  the 
board's  responsibilities  and  noted 
some  of  its  needs.  Then  he  asked 
those  in  attendance  to  divide  into 
small  groups  for  prayer,  with  all 
groups  praying  for  the  board  as  a 
whole  and  each  group  praying 
specifically  for  one  of  the  board's 
members. 

In  similar  fashion,  time  was  spent 
praying  for  the  various  officers  of 
the  district  and  for  the  district  com- 
mittees. Between  the  times  of 
prayer,  Tony  Price,  associate  pastor 
of  Trinity  Church,  and  his  wife 
Geneva  (at  the  piano)  led  the  group 
in  singing. 

Following  a  lunch  provided  by 
Trinity  Church,  the  time  of  praise 
and  prayer  continued,  with  the 
afternoon  session  focusing  on  the 
churches  of  the  district.  Taking 
groups  of  several  churches  at  a  time, 
Rev.  Mercer  gave  opportunity  for 
the  Brethren  to  share  a  few  words 
about  the  work  and  needs  of  each 
congregation.  Then  he  asked  those 
present  to  again  divide  into  small 
groups,  with  each  group  praying 
specifically  for  one  or  two  of  the  con- 
gregations. This  process  continued 
until  they  had  prayed  for  every 
church  in  the  district. 

Eight  of  the  22  churches  in  the 


Day  of  Prayer,  the  Ohio  Brethren  repeatedly 
groups  to  pray  for  specific  district  needs. 


Ohio  District  were  represented  at 
the  prayer  gathering.  In  a  letter  to 
the  district  churches.  Rev.  Mercer 
had  also  urged  Brethren  who  were 
unable  to  attend  the  gathering  at 
Trinity  Church  to  spend  time  that 
day  in  deliberate  prayer  for  the 
Ohio  District. 

—  reported  by  Richard  Winfield 
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Through  the  Vallei; 

Dear  God, 

I  cry  to  You  in 
Sounds  that  have 
No  words. 
I  have  no  way  to 
Express  my  feelings. 
All  I  can  do  is 
Lift  my  hands  and 
Cry,  "Abba." 

You  know  the  desires 
Of  my  heart. 
You  hear  my  petitions 
That  have  no  voice.  . 
You  feel  the  pain 
Of  my  grief. 

Walk  with  me  thru  this 
"Valley  of 

The  shadow  of  death." 
It  is  not  a  physical  death. 
It  is  the  death  of 
Dreams,  hopes,  plans. 
And  goals. 

I  surrender  my  grief 

To  You. 

In  that  surrender 

I  find  Your  peace 

And  calm. 

I  rest  in  stillness 

Before  You. 

Then  I  am  filled  with 

The  joy  of  knowing  You 

And  Your  love. 

"Even  though  I  walk  through  the 
valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  I 
will  fear  no  evil,  for  you  are 
with  me;  .  .  ."  (Psalm  23:4,  na/). 

—  L.  M.  Randall 

Ms.  Randall  is  a  member  of 
the  First  Brethren  Church  of 
Elkhart,  Indiana. 


Faith  Sharing  for  Quiet  People 

By  Tammy  Darling 


BEING  SHY  by  nature,  I  do  not 
find  it  easy  to  share  my  faith. 
But  I've  recently  discovered  there's 
more  than  one  way  to  share  my 
faith  with  others,  and  often  it  doesn't 
even  involve  using  my  mouth. 

Sharing  our  faith  is  one  of  the 
most  important  aspects  of  Chris- 
tianity. People  need  to  hear  the 
truth  that  we  have  already  received. 
Without  it  they  are  truly  lost. 

With  all  the  suffering  and  death 
that  cancer  brings,  if  we  had  the 
cure,  would  we  keep  it  to  ourselves? 
No,  we  would  share  it — willingly 
and  immediately.  The  same  concept 
applies  to  witnessing.  People  all 
around  us  are  dying  in  their  sins, 
and  we  know  the  cure! 

You  don't  have  to  be  Billy  Graham 
to  be  a  witness,  but  you  do  have  to 
be  willing.  Even  though  I'm  shy,  I 
have  a  sincere  desire  to  reach  other 
people,  and  God  has  faithfully  an- 
swered my  prayers  concerning  this. 
He  has  opened  many  doors  for  me. 
Some  of  them,  such  as  being  a  free- 
lance writer,  don't  even  involve 
opening  my  mouth. 

Another  "silent"  door  God  has 
opened  is  allowing  me  to  sponsor  a 
young  girl  in  East  India.  Through 
my  monthly  letters  to  her,  I  am  able 
to  tell  her  about  Christ. 

God  has  also  shown  me  that  I  can 
witness  to  others  simply  by  the  way 
I  live.  Unconditional  love  and  accep- 
tance are  far  more  convincing  than 
mere  words.  By  our  actions  we  earn 
the  right  to  be  heard. 

Seraphim  of  Sarov  is  credited 
with  saying,  "Have  peace  in  your 
heart,  and  thousands  will  be  saved 
around  you."  Evangelism  doesn't 
always  take  place  on  a  grand  scale. 
If  we  plant  the  seeds,  they  will  grow. 


Many  times  we  may  never  see  the 
fruit  of  the  seeds  we  planted,  but 
we  need  not  be  discouraged.  James 
Strachan  once  said,  "Saving  knowl- 
edge is  diffused  over  the  earth,  not 
like  sunlight  but  like  torchlight, 
which  is  passed  from  hand  to  hand." 

Find  ways  to  minister  to  the  prac- 
tical needs  of  your  non-Christian 
friends  and  neighbors.  Become  a 
good  listener,  a  good  helper,  and  a 
hospitable  host.  Over  time  they  may 
ask  why  you're  doing  it,  and  you  can 
say,  "Because  I  want  you  to  know 
that  God  loves  you." 

There  will  be  times  when  we  have 
to  witness  orally,  and  we  should  be 
prepared.  Start  by  sharing  how  God 
has  changed  your  life.  If  the  person 
is  a  relatively  new  acquaintance, 
you  can  give  them  a  brief  "before 
and  after"  overview  of  your  life.  Be 
willing  to  get  involved  in  other  peo- 
ple's lives,  and  be  alert  for  opportu- 
nities to  share  your  faith. 

At  the  start  of  each  day,  say  this 
prayer  penned  by  John  Henry  New- 
man, "Lord,  shine  in  me  and  so  be 
in  me  that  all  with  whom  I  come  in 
contact  may  know  thy  presence  in 
my  soul.  Let  them  look  up  and  see 
no  longer  me,  but  only  Jesus."     [D"] 

Ms.  Darling  is  a  free-lance  writer 
who  lives  in  Three  Spring,  Pa. 
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One  of  every  five  leaders  should  be  a  A/EM/ member 


By  Charles  Arn 

One  of  every  five  board 
members  should  have  joined  the 
church  within  the  last  two  years. 

IN  A  CONVERSATION  with  the 
pastor  of  a  church  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest  a  few  months  ago,  I 
asked  the  question,  "How  long 
would  I  need  to  be  a  member  of  your 
church  before  I  might  be  elected  to 
the  board?" 

He  considered  my  question  for  a 
moment  and  then  asked,  "Would 
you  attend  regularly,  give  faithfully, 
and  exemplify  the  Christian  life?" 

"Yes,"  I  responded. 

"Then  you  would  likely  be  elected 
to  the  board  of  this  church  some- 
time between  the  twelfth  and  four- 
teenth year  after  you  joined." 

No  wonder  this  church  had  been 
in  decline  for  the  past  generation.  It 
has  a  terminal  illness! 

Why  include  new  people? 

Why  a  ratio  for  new  members  on 
the  board  and  in  other  leadership 
positions?  When  new  members 
serve   in   church   leadership   roles, 

'*This  is  the  third  in  a  series  of  articles 
by  Dr.  Charles  Arn  on  "Ratios  for  Grow- 
ing Churches. "  The  first  article  ap- 
peared in  the  February  issue  (p.  1)  and 
the  second  in  the  April  issue  (p.  3). 
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they  bring  unique  and  important 
contributions  to  the  table: 

•  New  members  are  optimistic 
about  the  pastor.  They  support 
his  leadership,  enjoy  his  preach- 
ing, and  deeply  respect  the  opin- 
ions of  clerical  leadership  in  their 
new  church.  By  contrast,  if  there 
is  any  discontent  with  the  pres- 
ent pastor,  it  almost  invariably 
comes  from  long-time  members. 

•  New  members  are  optimistic 
about  the  potential  of  the  church. 
These  men  and  women  joined  not 
because  they  believed  their  new 
church  would  die,  but  because 
they  believed  it  would  meet  their 
needs — and  meet  the  needs  of 
others.  They  tend  to  be  future- 
oriented  and  see  great  possibili- 
ties for  new  ministry  and  growth. 

•  New  members  are  open  to  inno- 
vation and  new  ideas.  If  realizing 
future  possibilities  in  the  church 
requires  change  in  the  present, 
new  members  will  vote  "yes" 
almost  every  time.  By  contrast, 
long-time  members  often  tend  to 
be  more  past-oriented  and  more 
committed  to  perpetuating  the 
status  quo. 

•  New  members  are  not  as  at- 
tached to  the  present  location  or 
facilities.  Sometimes  change 
means  renovation  of  facilities  or 
even  moving  to  a  new  location. 


Newcomers  are  far  more 
likely  to  support  such  a  change 
than  are  long-term  members 
(particularly  if  the  present  facili- 
ty has  been  built  through  signifi- 
cant family  contributions). 
When    new    members    serve    on 
boards  and  committees,  they  bring 
fresh  and  exciting  new  ideas;  they 
bring  vitality;  they  bring  enthusiasm 
about  the  future;  and  they  are  ready 
to  get  involved.  New  members  want 
to  see  their  church  grow  and  change 
the  lives  of  people  in  the  same  way 
their  own  lives  have  been  changed. 

"Old  guard"  resistance 

Unfortunately,  too  often  power  in 
the  church  is  closely  protected  by 
the  "old  guard."  Newcomers  are  seen 
as  liabilities  rather  than  as  assets. 
Their  ideas  are  dismissed  as  inappro- 
priate or  ill-conceived.  They  are  ex- 
cluded from  informal  decision-mak- 
ing conversations,  and  their  new 
ideas  never  get  a  serious  hearing. 

Set  a  goal  of  one  of  every  five  lead- 
ers being  new  members — and  then 
listen  to  what  these  folks  have  to 
say.  You  will  see  good  things  happen 
every  time!  [1}'] 

Dk  Arn  is  president  of  Church 
Growth,  Inc.,  Monrovia,  Calif  His 
latest  book  is  How  to  Start  a  New 
Worship  Service  (Baker  Books). 


Pontius'  Pilgrimage 


For  an  entirely  different  impression  of  the 
Holy  Land,  see  pages  7  &  8. 
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HAVE  YOU  EVER  WONDERED 
what  happened  to  Tom  and 
Tiona  Conrad,  who  served  for  sev- 
eral years  as  church  planters  with 
Winning  the  Race  Ministries  in 
Greenwood,  Indiana,  near  Indian- 
apolis? Would  you  believe  that  they 
are  now  serving  the  Lord  among  the 
Eskimos  of  Alaska? 

When  Tom  and  Tiona  resigned 
from  Winning  the  Race  Ministries, 
they  looked  at  opportunities  for  ser- 
vice both  inside  and  outside  The 
Brethren  Church.  Then  came  an  in- 
vitation to  candidate  at  a  church  in 
Dillingham,  a  town  in  the  bush 
country  of  western  Alaska.  So  April 
1999  found  them  on  a  flight  to  Alas- 
ka to  visit  this  congregation. 

An  answer  to  prayer 

I  When  they  arrived,  they  discov- 

ered that  the  members  of  this 
church  had  been  praying  for  several 
years  for  a  pastor  to  come  and  guide 
them  into  becoming  a  cell-model 
church — the  very  kind  of  training 
that  Tom  had  received  for  his  work 
in  Greenwood.  Even  so,  the  Conrads 
spent  much  time  in  prayer  and  fast- 
ing before  they  realized  that  God 
was  indeed  calling  them  to  relocate 
to  the  bush  of  Alaska. 


Dillingham  is  a  major  center  for 
Yupik  Eskimos.  The  town  is  sur- 
rounded by  more  than  30  Yupik 
villages,  over  half  of  which  have  no 
church.  Tom  pastors  an  Alaskan 
Moravian  congregation.  It  is  the 
only  English-speaking  congregation 
in  the  Alaskan  Moravian  Church. 
All  the  rest  speak  Yupik. 


God  has  been  doing  a  wonderful 
work  since  the  Conrads  began  serv- 
ing in  Dillingham  last  June.  More 
than  30  people  have  come  to  Christ 
since  the  Conrads  arrived.  In  addi- 
tion, the  church  is  in  the  process  of 
becoming  a  cell-model  congregation, 
and  it  is  in  the  planning  stages  of 
using  cells  to  plant  churches  in  sev- 
eral other  villages.  The  church  is 


Prayer  for  General  Conference 

The  Congregational  Ministries  Coun- 
cil has  recommended  that  each  Breth- 
ren church  designate  special  times  of 
prayer  during  the  next  three  months  for 
this  year's  General  Conference.  Below 
are  some  suggested  topics.  Please  add 
your  own  concerns  to  this  list  as  well. 

May  —  Pray  for  the  Conference 
speakers,  that  God  will  give  them  the 
words  to  say  and  that  they  will  speak 
according  to  His  will.  Pray  that  God 
will  provide  spiritual  food  that  will 
bring  renewal  and  that  the  Spirit  will 
prepare  the  hearts  of  the  Brethren  to 
hear  these  messages. 

June  —  Pray  that  the  business  ses- 


sions of  this  Conference  will  be  con- 
ducted according  to  God's  will  and 
that  Brethren  will  be  sensitive  to  the 
Lord's  leading  so  that  we  can  minister 
to  a  lost  and  hurting  world.  Our  prayer 
should  not  be,  "Lord,  bless  what  we 
are  doing,"  but  rather,  "Lord,  let  us  be 
a  part  of  what  You  are  blessing." 

July  —  Pray  that  God  will  place  His 
hand  of  protection  on  all  who  travel  to 
this  Conference.  Pray  also  that  those 
who  travel  will  be  His  witnesses  as 
they  encounter  new  people  and  new 
ministry  fields  while  away  from  their 
homes  and  churches. 

Let  us  pray  daily  that  God  will  truly 
"Renew  Our  Spirits"  and  transform 
us  by  means  of  this  Conference,      ["ij"] 


also  expanding  its  ministry  by  start- 
ing a  Christian  school  for  the  native 
youth  and  by  becoming  a  training 
center  for  discipleship. 

Word  has  gotten  out  about  all  that 
is  happening  at  Dillingham,  and  Tom 
has  received  numerous  calls  from 
native  Alaskans  for  training  and 
equipping.  Five  years  ago  a  native 
mission  agency  called  Chukotka 
Native  Christian  Ministry  (CNCM) 
was  started  in  order  to  plant 
churches  among  the  Yupik  in  north- 
ern Russia.  The  Dillingham  Church 
will  train  and  quip  CNCM  mission- 
aries to  plant  cell  churches.  In  fact, 
the  Dillingham  Church  is  working 
with  five  other  native  ministries, 
helping  to  train  people  for  outreach 
and  church  planting.  The  church  is 
also  helping  to  translate  the  Old 
Testament  into  Yupik.  The  congre- 
gation is  even  drawing  up  plans  to 
send  church-planting  teams  from 
Alaska  into  the  Pacific  Basin. 

An  expression  of  thanks 

The  Conrads  are  very  thankful  to 
The  Brethren  Church  for  all  the 
training  they  received  through  their 
work  with  Winning  the  Race  Min- 
istries. They  now  look  upon  them- 
selves as  an  extension  of  The  Breth- 
ren Church  to  Native  Americans  in 
Alaska.  One  way  they  desire  to  ex- 
press their  thanks  is  by  putting  to- 
gether a  fully-financed  team  of  na- 
tive Alaskans  to  go  to  one  of  the 
Brethren  mission  fields  and  offer  a 
two-week  evangelistic  outreach  in 
the  area.  They  also  hope  that  Breth- 
ren Youth  In  Christ  (BYIC)  can  put 
together  a  ministry  team  that  will 
travel  to  Alaska  in  the  summer  of 
2001  to  host  vacation  Bible  schools  in 
several  unchurched  Yupik  villages. 

Tom  notes  one  last  blessing  from 
their  work  in  Alaska.  Les  Brikman, 
one  of  the  trainers  from  TOUCH 
Outreach  Ministries,  has  taken  ma- 
terials developed  by  Winning  the 
Race  Ministries  and  has  had  them 
translated  into  the  Russian  lan- 
guage. Many  Russian  church  plant- 
ers are  being  assisted  by  these  ma- 
terials. TOUCH  Outreach  also  uses 
some  of  the  Winning  the  Race  Min- 
istries materials  in  English  to  train 
pastors  in  the  United  States.  Thus 
Brethren  efforts  continue  to  impact 
the  world  by  building  up  the  King- 
dom of  God.  L^J 


May  2000 


National  Youth  Ministries 


^ 


Do 

Young 

People 

Feel 
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in 
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By  Jaime  Gillespie 
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Is  YOUR  CHURCH  "youth-friend- 
ly"? Do  the  young  people  in  your 
church  feel  that  they  are  welcomed 
into  the  fellowship  of  the  body  and 
that  they  are  viewed  as  an  impor- 
tant, integral  part  of  the  congrega- 
tion? Research  has  shown  time  and 
time  again  that  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  all  Christians  decide  to 
follow  Christ  before  they  reach  age 
18.  So  what  is  your  church  doing  to 
reach  this  age  group? 

Jill's  story 

Let  me  tell  you  about  Jill.  Jill  is  a 
lOth-grade  student  and  an  active 
participant  in  every  youth  event  her 
church  offers.  She  is  a  leader  at 
school,  a  great  example  to  her  peers, 
and  passionate  in  her  relationship 
with  the  Lord.  But  Jill  is  not  happy. 
She's  not  happy  because  she  doesn't 
feel  that  she's  a  part  of  her  church. 
She  goes  every  Sunday,  listens  to 
her  Sunday  school  teacher,  sits  with 
her  family  for  the  worship  service, 
sings  the  hymns,  listens  to  the  ser- 
mon, and  goes  home  feeling  that  she 
didn't  gain  anything  from  her  wor- 
ship experience. 


BIN'S  story 

Now  let  me  introduce  Bill.  Bill  is 
also  in  the  10th  grade;  he  is  active  in 
his  church's  youth  ministry;  and  he 
is  a  leader  at  school.  But  Bill  is  hap- 
py. He's  happy  because  he  feels  that 
he  is  an  integral  part  of  his  church. 
He  goes  every  Sunday,  teaches  a 
pre-school  Sunday  school  class,  sits 
with  friends  from  his  small  group  in 
the  worship  service,  plays  the  guitar 
in  the  worship  band,  helps  with  the 
children's  sermon,  and  goes  home 
feeling  excited  about  his  relation- 
ship with  God. 

What  is  the  difference  between 
these  two  very  typical  high  school 
students?  Bill  goes  to  a  church  that 
is  "youth-friendly,"  while  Jill  goes 
to  a  church  that  is  "youth-bland." 
Her  church  loves  young  people  and 
doesn't  do  anything  to  scare  them 
off,  but  it  also  doesn't  make  them  feel 
accepted  and  needed. 

So  how  can  we  tell  if  our  churches 
are  youth  friendly,  or  if  our  young 
people  are  feeling  unconnected  to 
the  church?  In  an  article  in  GROUP 
magazine  (March/April  1999),  Rick 


Lawrence  identifies  seven  signs  that 
are  common  to  youth-friendly  con- 
gregations. Let's  look  at  how  our 
churches  rate. 

Number  1:  Teenagers  have  signifi- 
cant responsibilities  in  the  church 

Even  though  they  are  young, 
many  youth  are  able  and  willing  to 
take  on  responsible  roles  in  the 
church.  How  can  your  church  in- 
clude youth?  Here  are  some  ideas: 

•  allow  them  to  teach  Sunday 
school  classes  for  younger  children 

•  let  youth  serve  as  greeters  and 
ushers 

•  ask  a  teenager  to  give  the  chil- 
dren's sermon 

•  use  talented  youth  in  your  praise 
band  or  choir 

•  allow  trained  youth  to  work  in 
the  nursery 

•  use  the  youth  group  to  help  with 
office  work  or  to  clean  up  the 
church 

•  ask  youth  to  hand  out  materials 
in  the  community  inviting  people 
to  your  church 

•  allow  young  people  to  give  their 
testimony  during  worship  services 

•  ask  one  of  the  older  youth  to  give 
the  message  one  Sunday 

•  let  the  high  school  youth  plan  an 
event  for  younger  children 
There  are  no  limits  to  the  things 

youth  can  do  in  your  church!  Allow 
them  to  learn  from  the  experienced 
people  already  doing  things,  and 
prepare  them  to  lead  our  churches 
in  the  coming  years. 

Number  2:  The  church  supports 
its  youth  ministry  with  finances 
and  staff  positions 

Experts  will  often  examine  your 
checkbook  and  your  calendar  to  find 
out  what  is  most  important  to  you. 
In  the  same  way,  we  can  examine 
the  checkbook  of  our  church  to  see  if 
our  youth  are  a  priority.  Churches 
that  are  youth-friendly  reflect  this 
in  their  budgets. 

Most  youth  groups  in  our  denomi- 
nation have  to  do  fund-raisers  for 
everythingl  Do  the  youth  in  your 
church  have  to  raise  all  their  own 
money  to  come  to  Convention?  If  so, 
do  the  adults  also  have  to  do  fund- 
raisers to  pay  their  delegate  fees? 
Churches  that  are  youth-friendly 
help  support  their  youth  with  bud- 
geted money,  even  if  the  youth  still 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 
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do  fund-raisers  for  big  events.  Even 
a  small  line  item  in  a  budget  lets  the 
youth  know  that  they  are  important 
to  the  congregation.  ^ 

Youth-friendly  churches 
also  realize  that  the  youth 
deserve  qualified  leaders. 
Therefore  they  support  the 
youth  ministry  with  staff 
Of  the  approximately  120 
Brethren  churches  in  the 
United  States,  only  18  have 
paid  staff  persons  who  focus 
even  part  of  their  time  on 
youth  ministry. 

Even  if  your  church  can't 
afford  a  youth  pastor,  pro- 
vide your  youth  qualified 
volunteer  leaders.  Choose 
youth  leaders  who  have 
heard  God's  call  to  this 
special  ministry  and  who 
are  gifted  at  working  with 
young  people.  And  before 
allowing  anyone  to  work 
with  the  children  or  youth 
in  your  church,  do  a  back- 
ground check.  Your  state 
police  or  local  FBI  can  help 
with  this. 

Send  volunteers  to  youth  advisor 
training,  make  sure  they  have  cur- 
riculum ideas  and  resources,  and 
support  them  with  prayer  and  en- 
couragement. Your  youth  deserve  to 
be  safe  and  to  have  leaders  with  the 
heart  and  the  training  to  lead  them. 

Number  3:  Youth  are  integrated 
into  the  life  of  the  whole  church, 
not  just  into  the  youth  group 

Teach  your  youth  that  relation- 
ships with  people  of  all  ages  are  im- 
portant, and  help  them  develop  con- 
nections with  everyone  in  your 
church.  Plan  events  that  include 
people  of  all  ages.  Allow  your  youth 
to  be  involved  in  the  planning  and 
decision-making  that  happens  in 
your  church.  Have  a  youth  member 
on  all  boards  and  committees.  This 
way  you'll  know  if  what  is  being 
planned  will  appeal  to  the  youth. 

Number  4:  The  church  has  a  vision 
statement  for  youth  ministry  and 
communicates  it  often  and  well 

Mission,  vision,  and  purpose  are 
important  to  the  life  of  any  ministry. 
They  tell  why  your  ministry  exists 
and  what  you  hope  to  accomplish.  If 
your  youth  ministry  has  a  purpose 


statement,  use  it!  Make  sure  every- 
thing you  do  is  filtered  through  that 
statement  and  fulfills  its  purpose.  If 


"Research  has 
shown  time  and 
time  again  that 
more  than 
two-thirds  of 
all  Christians 
decide  to  follow 
Christ  before 
they  reach  age 
18,  So  what  is 
your  church 
doing  to  reach 
this  age  group?' 


your  youth  ministry  doesn't  have  a 
purpose  statement,  prayerfully  con- 
sider creating  one.  And  let  the  youth 
help!  If  you  are  not  sure  how  to 
create  one,  contact  the  National 
Office  and  we  will  gladly  help  you. 

Number  5:  Young  people  enjoy 
long-term,  home-grown  youth 
ministry  leadership 

A  recent  survey  found  that  the 
majority  of  successful  youth  min- 
istries had  long-term  youth  leaders 
who  were  born  and  raised  in  the 
church.  They  were  once  members  of 
the  youth  ministry  and  have  now 
"grown  up"  to  become  its  leaders. 
These  people  know  the  church  and 
its  people  and  the  strengths  and 
weaknesses  of  the  youth  ministry. 
They  are  usually  excited  about  keep- 
ing the  youth  ministry  alive  and 
thriving!  On  the  other  hand,  don't 
discount  newcomers  to  your  church, 
for  they  often  bring  new,  creative 
ideas  and  fresh  perspectives. 

Number  6:  The  church  has  an 
outreach  mentality  and  a  youth- 
welcoming  reputation 

Outreach  is  something  that  should 
happen  every  day,  not  just  on  special 


occasions.  Stress  to  your  youth  and 
to  your  church  that  everything  they 
do — shopping,  playing  sports,  work- 
^  ing,  going  to  school,  what- 
ever they  do — is  an  opportu- 
nity to  introduce  people  to 
Christ  and  to  your  church. 
Make  people  feel  welcome 
when  they  come  to  your 
church.  Have  adults  and 
youth  ready  to  connect  with 
these  people  from  the  sec- 
ond they  walk  through  the 
door  until  they  leave.  Sit  with 
new  people  during  the  ser- 
vice, introduce  them  to  peo- 
ple with  similar  interests, 
and  show  a  genuine  interest 
in  them.  If  your  church 
members  are  in  the  habit  of 
welcoming  new  people,  they 
will  automatically  welcome 
new  youth  (even  youth  with 
blue  hair  and  baggy  pants!). 

Number  7:  Church  leaders 
plan  the  main  worship  ser- 
vice with  all  ages  in  mind 

^  Many  churches  are  strug- 
gling with  the  atmosphere  of 
the  main  worship  service.  Some  peo- 
ple want  to  keep  the  organ  and  the 
hymns,  while  others  want  guitars 
and  choruses.  Youth  usually  lean 
heavily  to  the  contemporary  side, 
and  often  complain  about  how  bor- 
ing traditional  worship  services  are. 
God  calls  us  all  to  worship — that  is 
the  principle.  So  why  squabble  over 
how  we  practice  worship?  Let's  try 
integrating  a  little  bit  of  everything: 
a  praise  team  that  sings  both  tradi- 
tional hymns  and  contemporary 
choruses,  the  organ  for  some  songs, 
and  guitars  for  others.  And  let's 
keep  all  ages  in  mind  when  planning 
the  sermons.  Let's  make  sure  that 
all  who  attend  the  service  leave  feel- 
ing that  they  have  experienced  God, 
not  that  they  had  a  good  nap! 

Since  May  is  Youth  Month,  take 
time  this  month  to  evaluate  your 
congi'egation  using  these  seven 
characteristics  of  a  youth-friendly 
church.  How  does  it  rate?  Celebrate 
your  strengths  and  work  at  elimi- 
nating your  weaknesses!  ['ij'] 

Ms.  Gillespie  is  National  Youth 
Leader  for  The  Brethren  Chiwch,  a 
full-time  position  at  the  National 
Office  in  Ashland,  Ohio. 
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Ministerial  Student  Aid: 
A  Critical  Need 

By  Robert  Keplinger  and  Richard  Winfield 
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PREPARING  for  ministerial  ser- 
vice as  a  pastor  in  The  Brethren 
Church  is  a  long  and  expensive  pro- 
cess. For  most  future  pastors,  it  in- 
volves four  years  in  college  and  at 
least  three  years  in  seminary. 

To  help  meet  the  financial  needs 
of  ministerial  students,  the  National 
Brethren  Ministerial  Association 
(now  the  National  Association  of 
Brethren  Church  Elders)  many  years 
ago  formed  a  Ministerial  Student  Aid 
Fund  Committee.  The  purpose  of 
this  committee  was  to  make  Breth- 
ren churches  aware  of  the  need  for 
funds  for  ministerial  students  and 
to  receive  and  disburse  those  funds. 

For  many  years  the  main  use  of 
these  funds  was  to  provide  scholar- 
ships to  Brethren  pastoral  students 
at  Ashland  Theological  Seminary. 
But  in  recent  years  that  has  changed. 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary  now 
provides  full-tuition  scholarships  to 
Brethren  students  at  the  seminary 
preparing  for  pastoral  ministry. 

Meeting  other  needs 

When  the  seminary  began  doing 
this,  it  appeared  for  a  short  time 
that  the  Ministerial  Student  Aid 
Fund  was  no  longer  needed.  But  as 
the  committee  looked  around,  it  dis- 
covered other  significant  needs.  One 
of  these  was  the  expensive  books 
that  seminary  students  must  pur- 
chase for  their  classes.  So  the  Minis- 
terial Student  Aid  Fund  Committee 
began  helping  Brethren  seminary 
students  pay  for  these  books. 

Another  need  was  the  cost  of  spe- 
cial courses  required  of  some  pas- 
tors who  are  already  in  ministry. 
The  National  Ordination  Council 
requires  all  pastors  seeking  ordina- 
tion in  The  Brethren  Church  to  take 
courses  in  Brethren  polity,  history, 
and  doctrine.  Brethren  students 
who  attend  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary  take  these  courses  while 
at  the  seminary.  But  pastors  who 
have  not  attended  the  seminary  or 
who  have  come  into  The  Brethren 


Church  from  other  denominations 
have  not  had  these  courses. 

To  meet  their  need,  the  seminary 
offers  special  classes  (usually  in  the 
summer)  in  these  subjects.  But  since 
most  Brethren  pastors  do  not  have 
extra  money  to  pay  for  such  classes, 
the  Ministerial  Student  Aid  Fund 
Committee  covers  some  of  the  costs. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Min- 
isterial Student  Aid  Fund  Commit- 
tee also  provides  some  scholarship 
money  to  Brethren  college  students 
who  are  preparing  to  go  to  seminary. 
Since  the  greatest  cost  of  preparing 
for  pastoral  ministry  is  the  college 
expense,  this  also  is  very  important. 

A  dramatic  increase 

The  number  of  Brethren  students 
at  Ashland  Theological  Seminary 
has  increased  dramatically  in  recent 
years  and  now  stands  at  36.  The 


Ministerial  Student  Aid  Fund  Com- 
mittee is  pleased  to  be  able  to  help 
meet  their  financial  needs. 

This  will  soon  change,  however, 
unless  more  funds  become  available 
very  quickly.  And  that  depends  on 
the  response  of  Brethren  churches. 

The  General  Conference  has  set 
the  "Fair  Share"  for  Brethren  sup- 
port of  the  Ministerial  Student  Aid 
Fund  at  $3.00  per  Church  Growth 
Index.  If  every  Brethren  church 
would  provide  its  share,  there  would 
be  enough  money. 

This  becomes  a  very  critical  mat- 
ter when  we  consider  the  future  of 
The  Brethren  Church.  If  we  stop 
supporting  our  Brethren  seminary 
students,  we  endanger  the  growth 
which  is  starting  to  take  place. 

Please  pray  about  this  matter.  Talk 
to  your  church  boards.  And  consider 
making  a  special  gift  yourself  to  the 
Ministerial  Student  Aid  Fund  of  The 
Brethren  Church.  (Send  to  The  Breth- 
ren Church  National  0(fwe,  524  College 
Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805.)  [^] 

Rev.  Keplinger,  a  retired  Brethren 
pastor,  is  treasurer  of  the  Ministerial 
Student  Aid  Fund  Committee.  Rev. 
Winfield  is  editor  of  the  Evangelist. 


Urgent  need  for  Brethren  Mission  in  India:  New  regulations  in 
Rajahmundry,  India,  have  made  it  necessary  to  build  a  sanitation  system 
at  the  boys'  orphanage.  The  building  cannot  be  fully  used  as  either  an 
orphanage  or  Bible  institute  until  the  work  is  completed.  This  expense 
was  not  anticipated  in  the  Brethren  Mission  in  India  budget.  Brethren 
Missionary  Ministries  needs  to  raise  $7,500  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  sani- 
tation system  and  the  remodeling  made  necessary  because  of  its  installa- 
tion. If  you,  your  church,  or  a  group  in  your  church  (Sunday  school  class, 
W.M.S.  group,  etc.)  would  like  to  help,  please  contact  Rev.  Reilly  Smith  or 
Mrs.  Ginny  Hoyt  at  The  Brethren  Church  National  Office  (419-289-1708). 
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BUT   G  R  O  W! 


Dear  Ladies: 

I  am  writing  to  you  this  morning 
on  a  cold,  snowy,  and  windy  March 
day.  By  the  time  this  reaches  you, 
the  weather  should  be  sunny  and 
balmy.  How  we  all  look  forward  to 
those  days! 

The  changing  of  the  seasons  has 
always  fascinated  me.  I've  been  in- 
trigued by  noting  how  God  con- 
stantly gives  us  little  hints  that  He 
is  still  in  control  of  everything.  He 
even  gives  us  brief  glimpses  of 
things  to  come. 

The  other  day  I  was  surprised  to 
look  out  my  front  window  and  see  a 
whole  clump  of  daffodils  in  full 
bloom.  Their  sunny  blossoms  were 
like  bright  little  faces  bravely  facing 
the  hostile  elements.  My  active 
imagination  saw  them  shivering  in 
the  cold! 

That  sight  made  me  think  about 
how  we  as  God's  children  are  facing 
hostility  and  coldness  of  the  world. 
Sometimes,  as  we  try  to  live  for  Him, 
we  feel  so  alone.  We  may  even  won- 
der why  He  has  put  us  here  on  earth! 

When  we  get  these  feelings,  it  is 
time  for  us  to  stop,  look  around, 
look  up,  and  trust  in  God's  love  for 
us.  Just  as  He  warms  the  earth  so 
the  flowers  can  bloom,  He  will  send 
His  rays  of  hope  into  our  lives  and 
we  will  see  that  He  hasn't  moved — 
He  has  been  there  all  the  time  up- 
holding us.  This  gives  us  comfort 
and  we  can  begin  to  bloom  for  Him. 

Now  that  I  have  preached  "that 
sermon"  for  today,  I  want  to  share 
{continued  on  page  2) 


Beware  lest  ye  fall  from  your  own  steadfastness,  but  grow  in  grace  and 
in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ.  II  Peter  3:18 


When  we  were  little  girls,  we 
learned  the  childish  rhyme: 

"Mistress  Mary,  quite  contrary. 
How  does  your  garden  grow?" 

Years  later  we  learned  the  Bible 
verse  above. 

Throughout  the  intervening  years 
we  measured  our  physical  growth, 
or  we  were  measured,  to  make  sure 
our  physical  growth  conformed  to 
the  charts.  And  later,  do  you  re- 
member being  measured  against  the 
wall?  Now  we  are  less  concerned 
with  physical  growth. 

In  the  spring  we  are  interested  in 
garden  growth — vegetables,  flowers, 
herbs,  and  unusual  plants.  In  Dor- 
man's  garden  I  like  to  have 

Green  beans  and  gourds 

Radishes  and  red  beets 

Onions,  but  no 

Weeds! 

That  is  only  a  silly  acrostic,  be- 
cause he  plants  other  vegetables, 
too.  But  something  that  is  not  so 
silly  is  the  spiritual  acrostic  of 
GROW. 

In  Simon  Peter's  Second  Epistle 
he  warns  the  reader  to  beware  of 
scoffers  and  false  teachers;  in  the 
NIV  they  are  called  "lawless  men." 
Peter  writes,  "Since  you  already 
know  this  .  .  .  beware  lest  ye  also  fall 
from  your  own  steadfastness,  but 
grow  in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge 
of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ 
(3:17-18). 

I  know  when  the  short  word  "but" 
appears  in  conversation,  the  con- 
verse is  expected.  We  often  say, 
"Don't  do  this,  but  do  that"  or  "I 
would  like  to  go,  but .  ..."  So  Peter's 
warning  is.  Don't  associate  with  the 
false  teachers,  "but  grow  in  gi*ace 
and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord 
and  Savior  Jesus  Christ." 


Grace,  by  itself,  is  hard  to  define, 
but,  according  to  a  biblical  note, 
grace  is  connected  with  continual 
Christian  growth  so  we  know  Him 
through  (1)  prayer,  (2)  service,  and 
(3)  with  giving.  This  we  can  under- 
stand and  practice. 

Righteous  —  knowing  and  prac- 
ticing the  standards  of  right  and 
wrong;  living  the  believing  and 
faithful  life  because  of  our  salvation 
through  Jesus  Christ. 

Offerings  —  under  the  Old  Testa- 
ment law  animal  sacrifices  were  re- 
quired, but  Jesus  Christ  became  the 
ultimate  sacrifice  through  His  death 
on  the  cross.  Dead  animal  sacrifices 
are  no  longer  required,  but  we  offer 
ourselves  as  living  sacrifices,  holy, 
acceptable  to  God.  We  give  our  life 
to  Him!  Every  day!  This  is  necessary 
because  we  are  the  temple  of  God 
and  the  Spirit  of  God  dwells  in  us 
(I  Corinthians  3:16). 

Word  —  the  Word  is  Jesus  Christ 
(John  1:1).  The  text  above  encour- 
ages us  to  "grow  in  the  knowledge  of 
our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ," 
and  we  do  this  through  studying 
and  listening  to  His  Word  and 
through  prayer.  We  are  not  told  to 
grow  in  just  any  kind  of  knowledge, 
but  in  the  knowledge  of  our 
Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ. 

I  drafted  these  thoughts  over  a 
period  of  several  days.  And  then  I 
read  Max  Lucado's  book,  When  God 
Whispers  Your  Name.  Much  to  my 
surprise  and  delight,  he  writes 
about  four  habits  which  contribute 
to  gi'owth.  The  first  two  are  prayer 
and  study.  I  am  glad  to  agree  with 
someone  so  important! 

His  book  is  one  of  our  reading 
books.  I  suggest  that  you  read  pages 
(continued  on  page  2) 


"District  Doings 

The  INDIANA 
district  ladies 
served  in  many 
ways  last  year. 
These  are  examples: 


Roanoke:  finan- 
cially supported 
Shipshewana,  Maria 
Miranda's  radio 
ministry,  world  missions,  and  the 
church's  Kids'  Club 

Huntington:  honored  the  youth 
on  a  special  Sunday,  sent  school  sup- 
plies and  clothes  to  Kentucky 

Nappanee:  financially  supported 
the  Elkhart  County  jail  chaplain, 
John  Maust  and  Randy  Best  (mis- 
sionaries fi:-om  the  Nappanee  congre- 
gation), and  contributed  to  the  youth 
mission  trip  to  Washington,  D.C. 

Bryan  I:  sponsored  garage  sales 
with  proceeds  designated  for  missions 

Peru:  sent  stuffed  animals  to 
Mark  and  Chantal  Logan,  labels  and 
personal  articles  for  the  staff  at 
Riverside  Christian  School,  pur- 
chased flags  for  Eagle's  Nest  Chris- 
tian Fellowship  in  Peru 

North  Manchester  Joy:  each 
member  mentors  a  fifth-  or  sixth- 
grade  girl — praying  and  helping 
each  one  in  her  spiritual  growth. 
They  chose  Brethren  Care  as  a  ser- 
vice project  and  sent  bibs,  printed 
sheets  and  pillowcases,  and  person- 
al items 

Goshen  Regina:  sent  13  new 
Bibles  and  other  supplies  for  the 
Riverside  School 

North  Manchester  Hadassah: 
Contributed  monthly  support  dur- 
ing basketball  season  to  the  Fifth 
Quarter,  a  social  gathering  for 
young  people  after  the  basketball 
games 

Dutchtown:  made  comforters 
and  lap  robes  for  area  nursing 
homes  and  financially  supported 
Riverside  School  each  month 

Tiosa:  sent  monthly  remem- 
brances to  a  girl  in  college,  packages 
of  colored  marking  pens  to  River- 
side School,  empty  pill  bottles  for 
medicine  to  Haiti,  and  painted  walls 
at  Eagle's  Nest 

Wabash:  supported  the  local 
Santa  Workshop  and  local  Christian 
education  classes  in  the  public 
schools,  sent  gifts  to  a  children's 


nursing  home  for  handicapped  chil- 
dren, purchased  a  sewing  machine 
for  the  Kumars'  ministry,  and  con- 
tributed financially  to  the  Eagle's 
Nest  Christian  Fellowship  and  for 
kids  attending  Shipshewana  camp 

New  Paris:  supported  an  Indian 
orphan  monthly,  gave  a  love  offering 
to  Lost  Creek,  and  provided  snacks 
for  youth  meetings 

Cornerstone:  raised  money  for 
World  Relief  by  selling  calendars 

Milford:  sponsored  Avon  sales, 
made  and  sold  wooden  Christmas 
trees,  held  a  silent  auction  of  home- 
made items  for  their  thank  offering; 
and  for  World  Relief  the  members 
contributed  the  amount  of  money  if 
they  had  taken  a  friend  to  lunch. 
That  idea  netted  $110.00! 

Roann:  sponsored  their  annual 
auction  in  October 

Meadow  Crest:  helped  with  schol- 
arships, collected  clothes,  food,  and 
gifts  at  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas 

College  Corner:  sent  financial 
gifts  to  the  Mirandas,  Eagle's  Nest, 
and  Shipshewana  Camp,  gave  three 
new  Bibles  to  non-Christian  children 

North  Manchester  Circle  of 
Friends:  prepared  and  served  at  the 
local  soup  kitchen,  and  sent  gifts  to 
the  Riverside  Christian  School  staff 

Warsaw:  collected  aluminum 
cans  and  donated  the  money  to  mis- 
sions, sent  Christmas  gifts  to  River- 
side School 

These  are  good  ideas.  Maybe  you 
have  picked  up  a  new  idea  for  your 
society! 


(continued) 


BUT  G  R  O  W! 


135-140  to  gain  insight  to  the  other 
habits  we  should  cultivate  as  well  as 
to  see  why  these  important  prac- 
tices are  necessary  for  spiritual 
growth. 

Another  important  author,  Robert 
Browning,  questioned,  "Why  stay 
on  the  earth  except  to  grow?" 

Therefore,  as  long  as  we  are  here 
and  growing,  we  need  to  be  the  best 
we  can.  We  need  to  cultivate  our 
knowledge  of  Grace,  Righteousness, 
Offerings,  and  God's  Word,  so  we 
are  deeply  rooted  and  can  escape 
from  false  teachers  and  scoffers. 
They  are  weeds  planted  by  Satan! 

Joan 


The  President's  Pen  (continued) 

some  of  the  things  we  have  been 
doing  and  how  we  have  fit  into 
God's  important  plans. 

Since  we  have  retired,  my  husband, 
Don,  has  been  asked  to  have  a  min- 
istry to  the  senior  citizens,  known 
as  Senior  Saints,  in  our  congrega- 
tion. He  makes  many  calls  on  the 
sick,  shut-ins,  and  elderly  who  are 
in  their  own  homes,  nursing  homes, 
and  hospitals.  Once  a  month  those 
who  are  able  join  in  a  special  activi- 
ty which  is  usually  at  the  church. 

We  plan  a  special  meal,  furnishing 
the  meat,  potatoes,  and  rolls.  Every- 
one contributes  a  "covered  dish." 
The  array  of  food  is  truly  amazing! 
They  bring  such  goodies  as  old  fash- 
ioned sugar  cream  pie,  homemade 
tapioca  pudding,  whoopie  pies,  home- 
made cakes,  and  yummy  salads — 
you  get  the  picture!  There  is  almost 
enough  food  to  feed  the  entire  con- 
gregation. 

Following  the  meal  we  sometimes 
play  games,  have  entertainment 
such  as  the  singers  and  harmonica 
players  from  Greencroft  Retirement 
Center.  One  day  we  had  a  show-and- 
tell  time  and  the  people  shared  their 
hobbies  and  crafts. 

We  have  taken  some  field  trips, 
too.  One  day  we  went  to  Shipshe- 
wana, ate  at  the  Blue  Gate  Restau- 
rant, and  then  learned  some  An- 
abaptist history  at  Menno-Hof. 
Another  time  we  ate  at  a  favorite 
restaurant  in  Topeka,  Indiana,  visit- 
ed an  Amish  country  store  and  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  antique  shops 
in  the  area.  We  also  went  to  Fern- 
wood  Gardens  in  Michigan. 

Last  fall  we  enjoyed  a  Threshers' 
Dinner  at  Amish  Acres  in  Nappanee 
(continued  on  page  4) 
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Hi  Ladies 


What  a  pleasure  to  write  to  you  all! 

Joan  asked  me  to  share  a  little  in 
regard  to  our  upcoming  time  togeth- 
er at  General  Conference  in  Estes 
Park.  Before  I  tell  you  of  our  plans, 
I  would  like  to  encourage  you  to  be 
there! 

Time  together  at  Conference  of- 
fers a  special  opportunity  for  spiri- 
tual renewal  and  physical  refresh- 
ment. It's  a  time  to  be  encouraged; 
then  go  "back  home"  to  share  what 
we've  seen  and  heard  and,  in  turn, 
to  encourage  others  in  their  walk 
with  the  Lord. 

If  you  cannot  be  with  your  W.M.S. 
sisters  at  Conference,  please  be  sure 
to  pray  for  those  who  go,  for  their 
safety  in  travel,  and  for  their  spirits 
to  be  renewed  in  Christ. 

On  Tuesday  morning  of  Confer- 
ence (August  8),  National  W.M.S. 
will  convene  to  conduct  our  yearly 
business.  Our  time  together  this 
year  is  limited,  so  the  national  offi- 
cers will  streamline  the  session  as 
much  as  possible. 

We  encourage  you  to  bring  your 
Thank  and  Project  Offerings  to 
General  Conference,  as  we  will  have 
a  Time  of  Ingathering  at  our  ses- 
sion. A  reminder  here:  do  make  all 
checks  payable  to  National  W.M.S. 
and,  if  no  one  from  your  society  is 
attending  Conference,  please  send 
these  national  offerings  to  Joanne 
Kroft  (refer  to  page  46  of  your  Devo- 
tional Guide  for  her  address). 

We  have  one  special  request  of  all 
societies:  As  you  return  your  statis- 
tical report  in  June,  please  include 
the  names  of  those  from  your  soci- 
ety who  have  passed  away  in  the 
last  year  and  a  few  lines  about  each 
one.  Instead  of  conducting  a  memo- 
rial service  as  we  have  in  the  past, 
we  will  print  a  memorial  booklet 
that  will  include  each  name  and  a 
brief  written  memory. 

Other  changes  for  this  year  are 
that  we  will  not  have  our  luncheon 
as  usual  nor  will  we  have  greetings 
from  our  missionaries  at  our  ses- 
sions. However,  most  of  our  mis- 
sionaries will  attend  Conference,  so 
we  encourage  you  to  make  it  a  point 


to  meet  and  talk  with  them  some- 
time during  the  week. 

If  you  or  your  society  would  wish 
to  write  them  notes  of  greeting  and 
encouragement,  I  will  be  happy  to 
receive  them  and  pass  them  on  at 
Conference.  My  address  is  776  E. 
830  S.,  Bunker  Hill,  IN  46914.  Please 
send  all  notes  by  the  end  of  July. 

If  you  should  have  any  questions 
in  regard  to  W.M.S.  Conference 
2000,  please  call  me  (765-689-9728) 
or  drop  me  an  e-mail  message 
(eoburn@comteck.com)  and  I  will 
try  to  help  you. 

I  look  forward  to  seeing  you  at 

Estes  Park!  I  pray  for  God's  blessing 

on  each  of  you  and  your  societies  as 

you  serve  in  His  name. 

Lovingly, 

DeAnn  Oburn 

National  W.M.S.  Vice  President 


GOOD  NEWS! 

"Dear  Joan, 

"There's  exciting  news  from  Trin- 
ity Brethren  Church  in  Canton, 
Ohio.  We  now  have  THREE  W.M.S. 
organizations! 

"The  first  one  is  the  Sr.  W.M.S.  It 
has  been  organized  for  many  years. 
The  second  one  is  the  Jrettes.  We 
are  the  middle  Srs.  It,  too,  has  been 
organized  for  a  long  time.  The  third 
one  is  known  as  Hearts  for  Ministry. 
This  one  is  comprised  of  the 
younger  women  in  God's  church. 

"As  always  we  are  all  committed 
to  do  God's  work.  We  all  support  our 
youth  and  the  missionaries  far  [away] 
and  at  home. 

"We  ask  for  prayers  from  all  of 
you  that  we  can  fulfill  God's  Pur- 
pose in  our  lives.  The  president  of 
Hearts  for  Ministry  is  Geneva  Price. 
Sincerely, 
Sharon  L.  Dixon 
President,  W.M.S.  Jrettes" 


Ok  JiiemoricufL 

Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the 
death  of  his  saints.    Psalm  116:15 

Lucille  Woessner  of  Milledge- 
ville  passed  away  October  1,  1999. 
During  her  long  and  fruitful  life,  she 
taught  in  the  elementary  school, 
served  two  different  terms  as  a  mis- 
sionary in  Lost  Creek,  Kentucky, 
and,  more  recently,  tutored  children 
in  her  home.  She  was  an  effective 
prayer  warrior;  she  faithfully  and 
generously  served  the  Lord  in  many 
ways.  She  had  a  special  gift  of  hos- 
pitality, made  quilts,  and  wrote 
poetry,  some  of  which  was  used  for 
her  memorial  service.  For  two  con- 
secutive years  she  contributed  to 
the  W.M.S.  Devotional  Guide  with 
her  fun  program  ideas  and  recipes. 
She  was  a  dear  sister  in  the  Lord 
and  is  sadly  missed  by  all  who  were 
privileged  to  know  her. 


^ 
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Dear  Ladies  of  the  W.M.S. 

I  am  writing  to  thank  you  for  the 
scholarship  money  you  have  gener- 
ously given  to  me.  I  am  truly  grate- 
ful to  receive  such  generosity.  With 
your  help  I  was  able  to  complete  my 
years  at  Ashland  University.  I  will 
graduate  in  May  with  a  Bachelor  of 
Science  degree. 

I  majored  in  English  and  minored 
in  psychology.  My  plans  as  of  now 
are  uncertain.  Law  school  is  one 
possibility.  I  may  also  go  on  to  grad- 
uate school  to  pursue  a  career  in 
community  counseling. 

Again,  I  would  like  to  thank  all  of 
you  for  your  much-needed  support. 
I  have  been  blessed  to  receive  such  a 
wonderful  gift  that  allowed  me  to 
further  my  education.  Thank  you  so 
very  much. 

Sincerely, 
Christy  Bechtel 

Christy  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church  in 
Ashland.  Senior  ladies  who  are  en- 
rolled at  Ashland  University  and 
who  are  members  of  The  Brethren 
Church  are  considered  for  the 
W.M.S.  scholarship. 


May^une  2000 


As  DeAnn  wrote,  many  mission- 
aries will  attend  General  Conference. 
We  anticipate  visiting  with  these: 

Jen  Thomas,  Todd  and  Tracy 
Ruggles  and  Johnathan  (Mexico 
City) 

Claudio  and  Karina  Castelli 
(Paraguay) 

Marcelo  and  Adriana  Ferreri 
(Colombia) 

Prasanth  and  Nirmala  Kumar 
and  their  daughter,  Sunita  (India) 

David  and  Jenny  Loi  (Malaysia), 

Eduardo  and  Mariela  Rodriguez 
(Argentina) 

Jose  Rivero  (Argentina) 

And  maybe  Miguel  and  Sonia 
Antunez  (Peru). 

In  addition  will  be  the  interna- 
tional students  at  Ashland  Theolog- 
ical Seminary:  Marcela  Rivero  and 
Monica  Santiago  (Argentina)  and 
Vincent  and  Shanti  Edwin  (India). 

And  there  is  more:  a  worship  team 
from  Argentina  will  lead  in  one  wor- 
ship service. 

It  will  be  an  international  event! 
Support  them  with  your  prayers  for 
safety  and  good  health.  And  remem- 
ber those  who  remain  at  home  to 
continue  the  work. 

Prasanth  and  Nirmala  Kumar  in 
India  and  David  and  Jenny  Loi  in 
Malaysia  are  the  May  missionaries- 
of-the-month. 

The  Florida  church  planters  are 
the  June  missionaries-of-the-month. 
Instead  of  Daniel  and  Kathy  Ros- 
ales,  the  planters,  pray  for  Italo  and 
Rebecca  Abuid,  who  are  now  the 
pastor  and  wife  of  the  Iglesia  de  los 
Hermanos  in  Sarasota.  The  Rosales 
are  serving  in  full-time  evangelism 
and  radio  ministry  in  Mexico  and 
South  America. 


Keep  up-to-date 
with  the  mission- 
aries' birthdays 
by  referring  fre- 
quently to  pages 
47-48  in  the  Devotional  Guide. 


The  President's  Pen  (continued) 

and  attended  a  performance  of 
"Annie,  Get  Your  Gun"  at  the 
Round  Barn  Theater.  Our  group 
was  invited  by  the  Keen  Agers  of  the 
North  Manchester  Church  to  enjoy 
a  musical  program  and  refresh- 
ments with  them. 

We  are  planning  more  trips  this 
year,  including  attending  the  Pas- 
sion Play  in  Syracuse,  Indiana,  be- 
fore Easter  People  are  excited  about 
this  performance,  since  some 
friends  from  the  church  are  in  the 
cast.  We  are  looking  forward,  too,  to 
a  one-day  bus  trip  to  Holland, 
Michigan,  to  the  Tulip  Festival. 

One  of  the  bonuses  of  such  a  pro- 
gram is  that  some  of  our  Seniors 
have  invited  their  friends  who  at- 
tend churches  that  do  not  have  such 
ministries.  We  have  made  new  friends, 
and  they  look  forward  to  the  month- 
ly activity  as  much  as  we  do. 

I  have  learned  some  real  lessons 
as  a  result  of  this  ministry.  First  and 
foremost  is  that  everyone,  young  or 
old,  is  important  in  the  eyes  of  God. 
Just  because  a  person  is  older  and 
unable  to  do  as  much  as  he  or  she 
did  at  one  time,  there  is  still  much 
to  contribute.  Many  of  the  seniors  I 
know  tell  stories  that  are  interest- 
ing and  exciting;  they  have  a  won- 
derful sense  of  humor,  and  their 
ideas  are  unique. 

Too  often  today  older  adults  are 
"put  on  the  shelf"  and  ignored. 
Maybe  it's  because  I  have  reached 
those  "golden  years"  myself  that  my 
perception  of  older  folks  has  made  a 
360  degree  turn!  Seniors  have  so 
much  to  offer,  they  should  be  lis- 
tened to  and  their  advice  heeded. 
Many  of  them  are  really  looking  for- 
ward to  going  to  their  heavenly  home. 

The  Lord  has  blessed  this  min- 
istry, and  we  have  been  blessed  as 
well.  Won't  you  do  something  for  an 
older  adult?  You  will  be  blessed! 

It  won't  be  long  until  we  will  be 
traveling  to  Colorado  for  General 
Conference.  Some  information  is 
included  in  this  Newsletter.  Plan  to 
join  us  for  a  week  of  inspiration, 
business,  fellowship,  and  outstand- 
ing scenery. 

God  bless! 


Charlene 


Tfee  'EiiWs  Buiuy 

Dear  Friend, 

We've  never  done  it  this  way  be- 
fore! I  am  referring  to  General  Con- 
ference in  Estes  Park,  so  come  with 
great  expectations.  I  anticipate 
Bible  studies,  worship  time,  and 
business  in  a  beautiful  and  relaxed 
community.  Please  come  and  enjoy 
it  with  us. 

DeAnn  has  written  of  the  abbrevi- 
ated schedule.  The  program  will  be 
very  worthwhile  and  concise.  We 
will  have  many  opportunities  to 
visit  with  the  missionaries  and  to 
learn  specific  things  we  can  do  to 
support  them  more. 

May  and  June  are  celebration 
months!  The  National  Day  of  Prayer 
is  May  4.  I  hope  you  participate  in 
your  community  or  church  activi- 
ties. Following  soon  is  Mother's  Day. 
Be  thankful  for  your  mother.  Per- 
haps she  is  no  longer  living  to  hear 
your  sentiments,  but  she  gave  you 
life.  Not  everyone  is  a  mother,  but 
everyone  had  a  mother.  Be  thankful 
for  who  you  are. 

Father's  Day  and  Graduations  are 
other  wonderful  times  for  celebra- 
tions! Pray  for  dads,  children,  and 
youth.  They  all  face  many  tough 
challenges  and  decisions;  help  them 
with  your  prayers.  Be  an  example  or 
a  mentor  to  the  youth.  And  wed- 
dings! Young  couples  need  our  love 
and  God's  blessings!  I  hope  you 
enjoy  these  happy  times. 

The  W.M.S.  Board  will  meet  May 
26  to  confirm  specific  Conference 
details.  Should  you  have  any  com- 
ments or  suggestions  for  the  Board 
to  consider,  please  contact  your  dis- 
trict president. 

The  conclusion  of  the  WM.S.  year 
is  soon.  Check  your  commitments  to 
make  sure  your  reading  books  are 
shared,  your  personal  devotions  are 
regular,  and  your  offerings  will  be 
brought  or  sent  to  General  Confer- 
ence. And  then  return  the  statistical 
report  to  Nancy  Hunn,  Nappanee, 
Ind.,  in  June. 

These  are  several  last-minute  re- 
minders, tie  the  string  around  your 
finger,  and  serve! 

Your  friend, 

Cy^  Joan 

Women's  Outlook  Newsletter 
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EARLIER  THIS  YEAR,  21  people 
from  the  Nappanee  First  Breth- 
ren Church  had  the  wonderful  priv- 
ilege of  visiting  Israel.  For  many  of 
us  the  "journey"  actually  began 
months  earlier  in  a  discipleship  class 
at  our  church.  In  this  class — a  video 
study  called  That  the  World  May 
Know — the  leader  taught  the  ar- 
chaeology of  Israel  in  such  a  way 
that  we  could  see  the  current  ruins 
as  lessons  learned  years  ago  that 
still  have  relevance  for  our  lives 
today.  Our  hearts  were  so  touched 
in  this  class  that  we  felt  compelled 
to  see  the  Holy  Land. 

Members  of  the  class  approached 
Senior  Pastor  Ken  Hunn  and  Asso- 
ciate Pastor  Roy  Andrews  and  asked 
about  the  possibility  of  their  taking 
a  group  to  Israel.  In  fact,  the  class 
offered  to  send  both  pastors  and 
their  wives  for  free  if  the  pastors 
would  do  the  planning  and  pastor- 
ing  for  the  event. 

The  day  of  departure 

After  lots  of  prayers  and  fund- 
raisers, the  day  of  our  departure 
finally  came:  Tuesday,  February  21, 
2000!  The  21  travelers  from  our 
church  were  joined  by  13  more  from 
10  other  churches.  Our  pastors  were 
destined  to  learn  what  it  is  really 
like  to  "herd  sheep." 

We  flew  first  to  Munich,  where  we 
spent  a  day  touring,  then  on  to  Tel 
Aviv.  There  we  met  our  guide,  Meir, 
and  our  bus  driver,  Nuriel,  who  would 
be  our  constant  companions  and  be- 
come our  "best  friends"  during  the 
next  week!  They  took  us  from  Tel 
Aviv  to  Netanya,  where  we  spent 
the  night  in  a  hotel.  At  that  point 
any  stationary,  flat  surface  would 


have  been  fine  for  the  night's  sleep. 
We  awoke  the  next  morning  to  the 
sound  of  the  Mediterranean  sea.  What 
a  beautiful  morning  God  gave  us! 

Changes  in  my  heart 

If  I  tried  to  tell  you  all  we  saw  and 
experienced,  this  entire  newsletter 
would  not  have  room  for  the  words 
that  would  be  written,  to  para- 
phrase the  words  of  the  Apostle  in 
John  21:25.  So  instead,  I  hope  to 
share  with  you  not  just  the  archae- 
ology or  the  history  of  the  places  I 
saw  while  on  this  trip,  but  the 
changes  that  took  place  in  my  heart. 

The  Lord  gave  us  a  unique  indi- 
vidual to  guide  us  through  the  Holy 
Land.  Meir,  in  his  early  50s,  is  a  fifth- 
generation  Jerusalem-born  Jew.  He 
spent  his  early  years  in  the  Israeli 
army  as  a  tank  commander,  a  posi- 
tion he  still  holds  in  the  Israeli  re- 
serves. He  pursued  an  education  in 
archaeology  and  helped  in  some  of 
the  excavations  that  we  saw.  But  by 


far  the  most  impressive  thing  about 
him  was  his  love  of  God.  He  is  Jew- 
ish to  the  core,  but  he  recognizes 
and  respects  the  truth  that  our 
Christian  roots  were  planted  in  the 
same  soil. 

We  had  the  rare  opportunity  to 
visit  an  area  of  the  Golan  Heights 
that  many  tourists  don't  see  because 
of  the  political  tension.  We  passed 
by  mine  fields  and  saw  evidence  of 
military  conflict  over  this  land.  We 
arrived  in  Caesarea  Philippi,  where 
we  saw  many  signs  of  ancient  pagan 
worship.  Meir  reminded  us  that 
Jesus  brought  His  disciples  here  to 
ask  them,  "Who  do  people  say  that  I 
am?"  It  was  here,  in  the  midst  of  a 
pagan  culture,  that  Peter  made  his 
confession  of  Jesus  as  the  Christ 
(Matt.  16:13ff).  Oh,  how  easy  it 
would  have  been  for  Peter  to  be  dis- 
tracted by  all  that  surrounded  him. 
Oh,  how  easily  I  am  distracted  by 
my  own  culture. 

A  source  of  "living  water" 

The  land  on  which  we  stood  is  the 
very  land  that  is  the  subject  of  cur- 
rent peace  talks.  Meir  told  us  Israel's 
reason  for  wanting  to  keep  this 
land.  The  waters  of  Mt.  Hermon 
and  two  other  tributaries  rush  down 
to  this  beautiful,  fertile  land  and 
create  the  upper  Jordan  River.  The 
Jordan  River  supplies  the  Sea  of 
Galilee,  which  is  the  only  source  of 
fresh  water  for  the  entire  nation  of 
Israel.  To  give  up  control  of  this 
land  would  be  to  hand  over  the  very 
life  of  the  people.  This  gave  new 
meaning  to  the  words  "living  water" 
{continued  on  next  page) 


Rev.  Ken  Hunn,  pastor  of  the  Nappanee  First  Bivihivii  Church,  leads  the  tour  group 
in  devotions  at  the  Mt.  of  Beatitudes. 
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In  1967  during  the  six-days  war, 
Meir  fought  for  this  land  and  was 
injured  twice  in  battle.  Because  of 
his  story,  this  territory  became  more 
to  us  than  a  place  on  a  map.  We 
began  to  fall  in  love  with  God's  cho- 
sen people  and  their  Promised  Land. 

A  message  of  simplicity 

As  we  toured  the  sites  around  the 
Sea  of  Galilee,  I  received  the  same 
message  at  each  site,  "simplicity." 
Jesus  began  and  conducted  most  of 
His  ministry  in  the  area  around  Ca- 
pernaum. Excavations  there  found 
unhewn  stones  as  the  building 
blocks  of  the  city.  Meir  pointed  out 
that  these  unhewn  stones  were  signs 
of  simple,  hard-working  people,  more 
fisherman  than  architect.  Yet  it  was 
with  these  simple  people  that  Jesus 
chose  to  build  his  earthly  ministry. 

The  architect  for  the  Catholic 
church  on  the  Mt.  of  Beatitudes  also 
had  simplicity  in  mind.  Antonio 
Bernucci  put  meaning  into  the  de- 
sign of  this  church:  eight  sides  to 
represent  the  eight  beatitudes;  a 
simple,  yet  beautiful,  altar  to  repre- 
sent the  simple  joy  of  serving  Jesus. 
Pastor  Ken  reminded  us  to  search 
out  the  simple  beauty  in  our  lives 
and  to  turn  from  all  the  distractions 
this  world  offers.  I  could  describe 
the  beauty  of  the  Mt.  of  Beatitudes 
as  "breath-taking,"  but  we  saw  so 
many  "breath-taking"  views  that  it 
would  sound  as  though  we  were  out 
of  breath  for  the  whole  trip! 


We  would  soon  leave 
the  lush  green  area  of 
Gcdilee  to  make  our  way 
to  Jerusalem — just  as 
Jesus  did  when  He  left 
this  precious  area  to  go 
to  His  death.  As  we  drove 
south  to  the  city,  the  ter- 
rain became  more  and 
more  rocky,  less  and  less 
fertile.  Tears  began  to 
flow  as  I  thought  how 
Jesus'  heart  must  have 
ached  for  the  beauty  and 
serenity  of  Galilee  as  He 
traveled  through  this 
Judean  wilderness  on  the 
way  to  His  death  in  Jerusalem. 

Just  as  my  heart  was  about  to 
break,  our  guide  drew  our  attention 
to  the  front  of  the  bus.  "It  was  an 
ancient  custom  for  the  people  of 
Jerusalem  to  welcome  their  guests 
with  bread  and  salt,"  he  said. 
"Today  I  don't  have  any  bread  or 
salt  to  give  you,  but  I  welcome  you 
to  my  golden  city."  At  that  moment, 
the  city  of  Jerusalem  came  into 
view,  and  Meir  played  a  song  enti- 
tled "Jerusalem."  My  heart  was  lift- 
ed to  enjoy  the  beauty  and  signifi- 
cance of  this  magnificent  city! 

A  new  understanding 

I've  heard  it  said  that  the  com- 
mercialism in  Jerusalem  is  distract- 
ing and  offensive.  I've  also  heard 
people  say  that  they  found  the  sol- 
diers walking  down  the  streets  with 


Jesus  Day:  June  10 

ON  SATURDAY,  June  10,  mil- 
lions of  people  in  communities 
around  the  world  will  take  the  joy  of 
knowing  Jesus  beyond  the  church 
walls  in  a  celebration  called  Jesus 
Day.  The  vision  of  Jesus  Day  is  to 
have  "a  day  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heav- 
en"— a  day  when  no  one  goes  hun- 
gry, no  child  is  fatherless,  no  one 
suffers  alone,  and  the  streets  are 
filled  with  singing. 

Churches  across  our  nation  will 
celebrate  Jesus  Day  in  special  ways. 
Some  are  planning  evangelism  or 
ministry  events  with  a  celebratory 
atmosphere.  Some  will  be  feeding 
the  hungry,  serving  the  homeless, 
helping  AIDS  patients,  befriending 
the  fatherless,  and  bringing  joy 
through  song  as  they  demonstrate 


the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  by  caring 
for  those  in  need. 

But  Jesus  Day  is  not  just  church 
events.  It  is  about  millions  of  people 
demonstrating  their  faith  in  posi- 
tive and  practical  ways.  So  you  can 
take  part  even  if  your  church  plans 
no  special  activities.  You  can  be  part 
of  Jesus  Day  by  helping  a  neighbor, 
by  visiting  someone  in  a  nursing 
home,  by  showing  kindness  to  the 
children  in  your  neighborhood,  or 
by  demonstrating  the  values  of 
Jesus  in  whatever  you  do. 

For  more  information  about  Jesus 
Day  and  for  other  ideas  for  observ- 
ing this  occasion,  see  the  Jesus  Day 
web  site  at  www.jesusday.org. 

Let  us  join  with  other  Christians 
in  honoring  Jesus  by  celebrating 
this  special  day.  [1}'] 


Mesu  Andrews,  who  wrote  this  article,  with  two  Israeli 
soldiers — young  men  doing  their  military  service. 

guns  frightening.  If  I  look  at  this 
city  and  its  people  through  my  own 
eyes,  both  of  those  things  may  be 
true.  But  if  I  look  at  them  with  the 
mind  of  Christ,  it  is  life  as  usual  in 
the  Middle  East. 

The  great-great-great  .  .  .  grand- 
parents of  the  merchants  along  the 
Via  Dolorosa  were  probably  there 
when  Jesus  carried  His  cross.  The 
Catholic  churches  built  over  almost 
every  holy  site  took  on  great  mean- 
ing, as  Meir  taught  us  not  only 
about  the  sites  but  also  about  the 
reasons  each  church  was  built  in  a 
particular  design.  I  even  came  to  see 
the  soldiers  wearing  guns  as  young 
men  and  women  going  through  one 
of  the  steps  to  maturity,  since  every 
young  person  in  Israel  goes  into  mil- 
itary service  after  high  school. 

Dr.  Delbert  and  Romayne  Flora, 
who  lived  and  worked  in  Israel  for  a 
time,  taught  me  something  vitally 
important  while  my  husband  Roy 
was  in  seminary.  Dr  Flora  said  to 
me,  "You  cannot  understand  the 
true  meaning  of  scripture  unless 
you  read  it  with  the  Middle-Eastern 
mind."  I  now  understand  and  affirm 
that  comment. 

Today  I  have  a  love  and  respect 
for  the  land  of  Israel  that  I  never 
dreamed  possible.  My  heart  aches  to 
return  to  that  precious  land  and  fur- 
ther explore  my  Jewish  roots.  We 
will  begin  planning  for  our  next 
tour  soon.  We  already  know  who  our 
guide  will  be!  Would  you  like  to 
come  along?  [D"] 


Mrs.  Andrews  is  a  member  of  the 
Nappanee  First  Brethren  Church, 
where  her  husband,  Roy,  is  Associ- 
ate Pastor 
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A  ministry  opportunity 

Brethren  Inner  City  Ministries  of 
Indianapolis,  Indiana,  is  seeking 
Christ-centered  persons  to  join  the 
leadership  team  of  this  ministry. 

Brethren  Inner  City  Ministries 
(BIC)  is  a  community-based,  para- 
church  ministry  operating  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Indiana  District  of 
The  Brethren  Church.  Its  mission  is 
to  reach  residents  in  the  Norwood, 
Beechcrest,  and  Barrington  commu- 
nities of  Indianapolis  with  the 
transforming  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
in  an  enabling  and  meaningful  way. 

Team  members  would  assist  Dr. 
Gene  Bell,  pastor  and  director  of 
BIC,  with  ongoing  efforts  to  develop 
and  conduct  meaningful  outreach 
ministries  within  the  selected  com- 
munities, using  non-traditional  ap- 
proaches. They  will  serve  as  "tent- 
makers,"  meaning  that  they  would 
need  to  raise  their  own  support  for 
living  expenses. 

For  qualifications,  requirements, 
and  other  information  about  serv- 
ing in  this  way  with  BIC,  contact 
Dr.  Bell  by  phone  (317-353-9927), 
e-mail  (Eugenebell@aol.com),  or  fax 
(317-353-9927).  [i>] 

Good  news 
from  Ashland  University 

Beginning  next  school  year  (2000- 
2001),  Brethren  students  at  Ashland 
University  (both  new  and  continu- 
ing students)  will  receive  an  addi- 
tional $1,000  per  year  in  financial  aid, 
increasing  the  Brethren  Award  to 
$2,000  per  year.  Also,  the  Minister- 
ial Award  (for  children  of  full-time 
Brethren  pastors  and  missionaries) 
will  be  increased  from  40  to  75  per- 
cent. (Note:  students  who  receive  the 
Ministerial  Award  are  not  eligible 
for  the  Brethren  Award.)  lij'J 

May  2000 


Leaps  of  Faith  at  Sarver  Brethren  Church 


By  Diane  Parachi^no 


I  WAS  READING  in 
the  Evangelist  how 
various  churches  cele- 
brated Pastor  Appreci- 
ation Month,  and  I 
thought  you  might  like 
to  hear  how  we  cele- 
brated at  the  Sarver 
Brethren  Church  in 
Sarver,  Pennsylvania. 
During  a  break  at  the 

1999  General  Confer- 
ence, our  pastor,  Clair 
Knappenberger,  was 
talking  with  one  of  the 
board  members  from 
our  church  about  the 

2000  General  Confer- 
ence to  be  held  at  Estes 
Park,  Colorado.  Pastor 


Pastor  Clair  Knappenberger  and  wife  Deb  with  daugh- 
ters Candice  (r.)  and  Melissa. 


Clair  men- 
tioned that  even  though  he  would 
love  to  go,  he  would  not  feel  right 
going  without  Deb,  his  wife.  Not 
only  would  it  be  a  wonderful  trip  for 
the  two  of  them,  but  Deb  has  never 
been  to  General  Conference.  Unfor- 
tunately, he  added,  due  to  the  ex- 
pense of  the  trip,  that  would  be  im- 
possible. 

Several  weeks  later,  at  a  church 
board  meeting,  the  General  Confer- 
ence trip  was  brought  up.  Again 
Pastor  Clair  stated  that  he  would 
not  be  going,  despite  Deb's  insist- 
ence that  he  go  without  her.  How 
could  he  go  to  such  a  beautiful  place 
and  leave  her  home  alone?  He  just 
couldn't  do  it. 

On  October  31,  before  Pastor  Clair 
started  his  sermon,  Marsha  Nulph 
(worship  chairperson  at  the  time) 
came  forward  holding  a  Pastor's  Ap- 
preciation gift  (a  glass  candleholder) 
to  present  to  Pastor  Clair  and  Deb. 
But  wait,  she  also  had  an  announce- 
ment. "The  congregation  will  be 
sending  Pastor  Clair  and  Deb  to 
General  Conference  at  Estes  Park, 
Colorado  ...  all  expenses  paid.  And, 
we're  going  to  have  a  special  offer- 
ing once  a  month  until  August  2000 
to  collect  for  the  trip."  This  was  a 
leap  of  faith  by  the  congregation. 

But  this  isn't  the  first  time  Pastor 
Clair,  his  family,  and  the  Sarver 
Brethren  Church  have  been  in- 
volved in  a  leap  of  faith.  Born  and 


raised  in  rural  Vandergrift,  Pa., 
Clair  didn't  accept  the  Lord  as  Sav- 
ior until  he  was  26  years  old.  He 
then  attended  Pleasant  View  Breth- 
ren Church  until  he  was  called  to 
become  a  pastor.  Accepting  that  call 
was  another  leap  of  faith. 

He  started  pastoring  at  Sarver 
Brethren  Church  in  November  1994 
while  maintaining  a  full-time  job  as 
a  machinist.  A  leap  of  faith!  In  1997 
the  Sarver  Brethren  voted  unani- 
mously to  support  Pastor  Clair  as 
their  full-time  pastor.  A  leap  of 
faith.  Pastor  Clair  would  have  to 
start  an  intensive  five-year  ordina- 
tion program.  A  leap  of  faith.  The 
congregation  would  have  to  increase 
its  giving.  A  leap  of  faith.  His  family 
would  have  to  make  sacrifices  so 
that  he  could  carry  out  God's  work. 
A  leap  of  faith. 

Romans  1:12  speaks  of  being 
"mutually  encouraged  by  each 
other's  faith."  Take  a  leap  of  faith, 
and  see  how  much  God  blesses  you 
for  it.  [li'] 

Mrs.  Parachino  serves  as  newsletter 
editor  for  the  Sarver  Brethren  ChuT'ch. 


Christians  should  always  re- 
member that  the  value  of  their 
good  works  is  not  based  on  their 
number  and  excellence,  but  on 
the  love  of  God  which  prompts 
them  to  do  these  things. 

—  Juon  de  la  Cruz 


North  Georgetown  Brethren 
pack  shoe  boxes  for  India 

North    Georgetown,     Ohio    — 

Members  of  the  North  Georgetown 
First  Brethren  Church  recently 
filled  71  shoe  boxes  with  toys,  school 
supplies,  clothing,  and  personal 
hygiene  items  for  children  in  the 
Brethren  orphanages  in  India.  This 
activity  was  part  of  a  mission  pro- 
ject sponsored  by  the  Evelyn  Mercer 
Women's  Missionary  Society  of  the 
North  Georgetown  Church. 

The  children  of  the  congregation 
got  into  the  act  by  helping  their 
families  assemble  the  shoe  boxes. 
They  also  made  gospel  bracelets  for 
each  of  the  Indian  boys  and  girls  in 
the  orphanages. 

The  71  shoe  boxes  were  shipped  to 
India  on  February  22.  Also  sent  was 
a  large  carton  of  medical  supplies. 
Tot2d  weight  of  the  shipment  was 
378  pounds. 

According  to  Karen  Funkhouser, 
wife  of  Pastor  Mitch  Funkhouser, 
"The  North  Georgetown  Brethren 
are  blessed  to  be  a  part  of  the  Ku- 
mars' ministry  in  India." 

—  reported  by  Karen  Funkhouser 


Alvin  Grumbling  honored  by  Flora  Church 
for  50  years  as  an  ordained  Brethren  elder 


Flora,    Ind.   — 

For  retired 

Brethren  pastor 
Rev.  Alvin  H. 
Grumbling, 
March  26,  2000, 
was  a  significant 
day.  On  that  day 
50  years  ago,  he 
was  ordained  to 
pastoral  minis- 
try as  an  elder  in 
The  Brethren 
Church. 

To  mark  this 
occasion,  Flora 
First  Brethren 
Church,  where 
Rev.  Grumbling 
was  serving 

when  in  retired  in  1994,  surprised 
him  on  Sunday  morning,  March  12, 
by  presenting  him  a  plaque.  The 
plaque  reads:  "Alvin  Grumbling.  In 
special  recognition  of  50  years  or- 
dained ministry  March  26,  2000. 
First  Brethren  Church." 

Rev.    Grumbling's   ordination   on 
March  26,  1950,  occurred  one  day 


The  best  portion  of  a  good  man's 
life  is  his  little,  nameless,  unremem- 
bered  acts  of  kindness  and  labor. 

—  William  Wordsworth 


Children  oj  the  North  Georgetown,  Ohio,  First  Brethren  Church  display  shoe  boxes 
they  helped  pack  for  children  in  India.  In  back,  I.  to  r..  Abbey  Latham,  Mikayla  Curfman, 
Megan  Diehl,  Hannah  Suter,  Claire  Funkhouser,  and  Josh  Latham.  In  front,  I.  to  r,  Ed 
Ricci,  Alivia  Seibert,  Amber  Diehl,  Autumn  Diehl,  Molly  McVicker,  and  Jarod  Cameron. 


after  his  23rd 
birthday.  It  took 
place  in  his 
home  church, 
the  Third  Breth- 
ren Church  of 
Johnstown,  Pa. 
His  father,  Clyde 
Grumbling,  who 
was  a  deacon  in 
the  church,  and 
his  father-in- 
law.  Rev.  C.Y. 
Gilmer,  partici- 
pated in  the  or- 
dination service. 
At  that  time 
Rev.  Grumbling 
was  serving  as 
pastor  of  the 
Church  of  Pitts- 
to 


Rev.  Alvin  Grumbling  holds  a  plaque  pre- 
sented to  him  by  the  Flora  First  Brethren 
Church.  Standing  with  him  is  Scott  Meadows, 
current  pastor  of  the  Flora  congregation. 

First   Brethren 

burgh.  Pa.  He  went  on  to  serve 
Brethren  churches  in  Bryan,  Ohio 
(52-57);  Stockton,  Calif  (57-60); 
Manteca,  Calif.  (60-69);  and 
Newark,  Ohio  (69-76)  before  com- 
ing to  Flora.  He  served  the  Flora 
church  from  July  1,  1976,  until  his 
retirement  on  June  30,  1994. 

Rev.  Grumbling  attended  Ashland 
College,  receiving  a  Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree  in  1949.  He  also  attended 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary  and 
Xenia  Seminary  in  Pittsburgh. 

On  May  30,  1948,  he  married 
Mary  E.  Gilmer.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  two  sons,  Gary  Lester  and 
Dennis  Keith.  Dennis  died  on  June 
11,  1993,  of  complications  following 
open-heart  surgery.  Mrs.  Gilmer 
passed  away  January  3,  1997.  Gary 
lives  with  his  father  in  Flora. 

During  his  pastoral  ministry  Rev. 
Grumbling  served  two  mission 
churches  (Stockton  and  Newark). 
He  served  on  the  national  Mission- 
ary Board  and  as  executive  secre- 
tary for  the  Brethren  denomination. 
He  also  held  a  number  of  district 
positions,  including  moderator  of 
the  Northern  California  District, 
moderator  of  the  Ohio  District,  and 
five  years  each  on  the  Indiana  Dis- 
trict Mission  Board,  as  Indiana  Dis- 
trict treasurer,  and  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  Camp  Shipshewana. 

—  reported  by  Pat  Calhoun 
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Exciting  happenings  at  County  Line  Church 

Shared  by  Helen  Dickson 


GREETINGS  from  the  County 
Line  Brethren  Church  of  Lake- 
ville,  Indiana.  We  want  to  share 
some  of  the  exciting  things  that  are 
happening  at  our  church. 

In  September  our  new  pastor,  Rev. 
Larry  Hanson,  and  his  family  arrived 
and  moved  into  our 
newly -renovated 
parsonage. 

Our  church  build- 
ing is  situated  on 
Route  U.S.  31,  a 
major  four-lane 
highway.  One  of  our 
problems  has  been 
communicating 
with  the  masses 
who  pass  by  the 
church.  To  help 
remedy  this,  a  large 
lighted  sign  was 
purchased  and  in- 
stalled. The  base  for 
the  sign  and  the 
landscaping  is  being 
done  by  some  of  the 
men  of  the  church. 

Our  church  loca- 
tion provides  us 
another  wonderful 
opportunity  for 
ministry.  We  are 
located  just  across 
the  highway  from 
Laville  High  School  and  Elementary 
School.  This  gives  us  the  wonderful 
opportunity  to  sponsor  a  soccer 
team  and  a  baseball  team  each  sum- 
mer. Some  of  our  members  also 
coach  these  teams. 

We  recently  obtained  the  services 
of  Rachel  Irby,  a  student  at  Bethel 
College,  as  youth  director.  She  is  an 
answer  to  our  prayers.  She  is  the 
spark  we  needed  to  get  our  local 
youth  involved  and  to  minister  to 
the  many  youth  of  our  community. 
Currently  the  youth  group  is  busy 
trying  to  earn  enough  money  to  go 
to  General  Conference  in  Colorado. 

State  Representative  Richard  Man- 
gus,  a  member  of  our  church,  invit- 
ed our  youth  to  go  to  Indianapolis 
(our  state  capital)  to  act  as  pages  for 
a  day.  Our  pastor  was  also  invited  to 
have  prayer  for  the  opening  session 


of  the  legislature.  Five  of  our  youth 
took  advantage  of  this  opportunity. 
An  existing  program  of  the  church 
that  impresses  me  is  the  Sonshine 
Club.  This  is  a  ministry  to  children 
from  four  years  old  to  sixth  grade. 
The  Sonshine  Club  meets  on  Tues- 
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for  a  landscaped 

mound  around 

the  sign.  At 

right,  Karen 

Wicks  tells  a 

story  to  the 

children  while 

Pastor  Larry 

Hanson  looks  on. 


day  evenings  for  10  to  12  weeks  two 
times  a  year — usually  in  the  spring 
and  in  the  fall.  This  spring  57  chil- 
dren are  enrolled,  with  an  average 
attendance  of  32.  Although  many 
children  from  our  church  attend, 
the  major  thrust  of  the  Sonshine 
Club  is  to  reach  the  unchurched 
children  of  our  community. 

We  are  fortunate  to  have  a  very 
talented  person  in  our  church — 
Karen  Wicks — who  has  the  gift  of 
working  with  children.  Karen  not 
only  leads  the  Sonshine  Club,  she 
also  presents  an  original  children's 
story  every  Sunday  morning.  She 
somehow  finds  time  to  attend  to 
these  ministries  in  addition  to  her 
profession  as  a  nurse  and  being  the 
mother  of  four  children. 

It  is  a  thrill  to  see  20  to  22  chil- 
dren sitting  with  Karen  at  the  front 


of  the  worship  service  attentively 
listening  to  her  scripture-based 
stories.  Following  the  story  time, 
the  children  go  to  the  basement  for 
junior  church.  We  intend  for  our 
children  to  understand  that  they 
are  an  essential  part  of  the  church 
of  today. 

The  W.M.S.  was  reactivated  two 
years  ago.  We  had  our  first  mother- 
daughter  banquet  in  seven  years 
with  an  attendance  of  well  over  100. 
Many  other  projects  are  planned. 

At  6:30  on  Saturday  mornings,  a 
group  of  men  from  the  church  meet 
for  a  prayer 
breakfast — 
or  as  my  hus- 
band calls  it, 
the  Donut 
Club.  They 
pray  for  men 
who  do  not 
attend  with 
their  fami- 
lies. Later 
they  contact 
these  men 
and  assure 
them  that 
they  would 
like  to  have 
them  become  a  part  of  our  fellow- 
ship. This  has  been  a  very  successful 
ministry. 

Some  other  exciting  things  hap- 
pening are  a  drama  group,  an  adult 
choir,  and  a  children's  choir.  There 
is  truly  something  for  everyone 
here.  We  are  truly  praising  the  Lord 
for  many  things  that  are  happening 
here  at  County  Line  Church.        [^] 

Mj's.  Dickson  is  a  member  of  the 
County  Line  Church,  and  her  hus- 
band, Rev.  Duane  Dickson,  served  the 
congregation  as  interim  pastor  prior 
to  the  coming  of  Rev.  Hanson. 


In  a  time  of  drastic  change,  it  is  the 

learners  who  inherit  the  future.  The 

learned  find  themselves  equipped  to 

live  in  a  world  that  no  longer  exists. 

—  Eric  Hoffcr 
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Ohio  District  receives  good 
news;  faces  difficult  issues 

Gratis,  Ohio  —  Several  notewor- 
thy things  happened  Saturday,  April 
15,  when  Ohio  Brethren  met  at  the 
Gratis  First  Brethren  Church  for 
their  District  Conference: 

•  The   Living  Waters   Community 
Church,  a  new  Brethren  church 

near  Mansfield,  was  upgraded  from 
class  to  mission  congregation  in  rec- 
ognition of  the  progress  it  has  made 
since  its  "birth  Sunday"  on  Septem- 
ber 19,  1999.  Under  the  leadership 
of  Pastor  Ron  Miller,  the  new  church 
is  averaging  around  105  for  worship. 

•  The  Ohio  District  Mission  Board 
announced   that  Jeff  Whiteside 

will  be  the  church  planter  for  a  new 
Brethren  church  in  Delaware,  Ohio. 
Rev.  Whiteside  has  served  for  sever- 
al years  as  associate  pastor  of  the 
nearby  Smoky  Row  Brethren,  which 
will  help  sponsor  the  new  church. 

•  District  BYIC  spokesperson  Kevin 
Gibson  gave  an  upbeat  report  of 

youth  activity  in  the  district.  He 
said  that  180  youth  attended  a  dis- 
trict rally  recently  at  the  Smithville 
Brethren  Church.  This  is  one  of  the 
best-attended  district  youth  events 
in  many  years.  The  youth  also  spon- 
sored the  lunch  for  the  district  con- 
ference. The  food  was  donated  and  a 
freewill  offering  received.  A  total  of 
$500  was  raised,  which  will  go  to  the 
National  BYIC  project. 

•  Tom  Stoffer  was  given  a  gift  and 
a  standing  ovation  in  apprecia- 
tion for  his  34  years  of  service  as  the 
Ohio  District's  representative  on 
the  Ashland  University  Board  of 
Trustees.  (See  photo.) 

The  conference  opened  with  a  time 
of  spirited  worship  in  music  led  by  a 
worship  team  from  the  Gratis 
Church.  Then  Moderator-Elect  Ed 
Miller,  pastor  of  the  Fremont  Breth- 
ren Church,  led  the  conference  in  a 
period  of  confession  and  prayer 

This  spirit  of  prayer  permeated 


the  business  session  that 
followed.  As  Moderator 
Lynn  Mercer,  pastor  of 
the  Gretna  Brethren 
Church,  led  the  confer- 
ence through  some  diffi- 
cult issues,  he  paused  oc- 
casionally for  times  of 
prayer.  Business  was 
dominated  by  discussion 
of  how  the  district  should 
respond  to  two  churches 
—  Hillcrest  Church  in 
Dayton  and  Mt.  Zion 
Christian  Fellowship  in 
Highland  Hills  (a  Cleve- 
land suburb)  —  that  have 
expressed  a  desire  to 
withdraw  from  the  dis- 
trict and  from  the  Breth- 
ren denomination. 

Delegates  discussed,  modified,  and 
then  passed  a  policy  statement  pre- 
pared by  the  district  Board  of  Direc- 
tors outlining  a  procedure  for  deal- 
ing with  such  requests.  The  policy 
requires  that  a  four-member  task 
force  be  formed  to  handle  such  re- 
quests when  they  arise.  This  task 
force  is  to  prepare  a  report  for  the 
Board  of  Directors  giving  historical 
background,  an  explanation  of  the 
situation,  insights  gained,  and  a 
suggested  plan  for  reconciliation  be- 
tween the  district  and  the  church. 

If  approved  by  the  board,  the  plan 
for  reconciliation  is  presented  to  the 
church  that  has  expressed  a  desire 
to  withdraw.  Should  the  plan  for 
reconciliation  not  be  accepted  by  the 
church,  services  of  a  Christian  con- 
ciliation service  will  be  sought  for 
the  purpose  of  entering  into  binding 
arbitration.  Having  approved  this 
procedure,  the  conference  then 
voted  to  follow  it  in  dealing  with  the 
requests  of  both  Hillcrest  Church 
and  Mt.  Zion  Christian  Fellowship. 

Other  business  included  elections, 
adoption  of  a  budget,  district  re- 
ports, and  updates  of  denomination- 
al ministries.  Rev.  Ed  Miller  now  be- 
comes district  moderator,  and  Rev. 
Bob  French,  pastor  of  the  Gratis 
Church,  is  the  new  moderator-elect. 
Other  officers  include  secretary 
Ralph  Gibson,  assistant  secretary 
Joan  Ronk,  treasurer  Stan  Gentle, 
assistant  treasurer  Bill  Walk,  and 
statistician  Tony  Price. 

The  business  session  was  followed 
by   brief  auxiliary   meetings.    The 


Tom  Stoffer  (2nd  from  n)  receives  a  gift  of  apprecia- 
tion for  his  34  years  as  the  Ohio  District  s  representa- 
tive to  the  Ashland  University  Board  of  Trustees.  For  a 
number  of  those  years  he  serx'ed  as  vice-chairman  of 
the  board  and  as  chair  of  the  seminary  committee.  Ash- 
land Theological  Seminary  President  Fred  Finks  made 
the  presentation.  With  them  are  Trustee  Chairman  Buzz 
Sandberg  (I.)  and  Ohio  District  Moderator  Lynn  Mercer 

conference  then  concluded  with 
moderator's  observations  and  ex- 
pressions of  thanks,  an  installation 
service,  and  benediction  by  the  new 
moderator  Next  year's  conference 
is  scheduled  for  April  28,  2001,  at 
Louisville  Brethren  Bible  Church. 
—  reported  by  Richard  Winfield 
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The  Search  for  Loving  Family  Relationships 


U  T  OVING  FAMILY  relationships. 
XjWho  needs  them?  Who  wants 
them?"asks  Jim  Russell  in  an  article 
in  Pen  &  Sword  newsletter.  "Ninety- 
nine  percent  of  Americans,  that's 
who!"  he  responds. 

Russell  cites  a  survey  co-sponsored 
by  Columbia  University  and  the  Na- 
tional Institutes  of  Health  in  which 
survey  participants  ranked  a  desire 
to  experience  loving  family  relation- 
ships above  all  other  personal  wishes, 
even  higher  than  a  desire  for  finan- 
cial security  or  a  satisfying  sex  life. 

Unfortunately,  loving  family  rela- 


tionships are  on  the  decline  in  our 
society.  Russell  quotes  from  the 
September  1999  issue  of  Emerging 
Trends,  a  publication  of  the  Prince- 
ton Religion  Research  Center,  which 
states,  "For  the  first  time  in  a  half 
century  of  surveys  on  the  public's 
top  national  concerns,  'ethics,  moral- 
ity, and  family  decline' 
lead  the  list,  along 
with  'crime  and 
violence.'"  Cer- 
tainly our  own 
experience  of 
listening  to  the 


Being  Willing  to  Live 
for  Our  Children 

By  Dan  Lawson 


PATRICK  MORLEY,  in  his  book 
Man  in  the  Mirror,  tells  the 
story  of  four  fishermen  who  trav- 
eled by  seaplane  to  a  secluded  bay  in 
Alaska  to  fish  for  salmon.  Due  to  a 
puncture  in  one  of  the  seaplane's 
pontoons,  the  plane  crashed  in  the 
middle  of  the  bay.  Two  of  the  fisher- 
men were  Dr.  Phil  Littleford  and  his 
12-year-old  son  Mark.  Morely  tells 
what  happened  to  them: 

No  safety  equipment  could  be 
found  on  board — no  life  vests,  no 
flares,  nothing.  The  plane  gurgled 
and  submerged  into  the  blackness 
of  the  icy  morning  sea  .... 

They  all  began  to  swim  for  shore, 
but  the  rip-tide  countered  every 
stroke.  The  two  men  alongside  Phil 
and  Mark  were  strong  swimmers 
and  they  both  made  shore,  one  just 
catching  the  tip  of  land  as  the  tide 
pulled  them  out  to  sea. 


Their 
two  compan- 
ions last  saw 
Phil  and  Mark 

disap- 
pearing dot 
on  the  hori- 
zon, swept  arm-in-arm  out  to  sea. 

The  Coast  Guard  reported  they 
probably  lasted  no  more  than  an 
hour  in  the  freezing  waters — hypo- 
thermia would  chill  the  body  func- 
tions and  they  would  go  to  sleep. 
Mark,  with  the  smaller  body  mass 
would  fall  asleep  first  in  his  fa- 
ther's arms.  Phil  could  have  made 
the  shoreline,  too,  but  that  would 
have  meant  abandoning  his  son. 
Their  bodies  were  never  found. 


news,  reading  newspapers,  and  ob- 
serving life  bears  out  the  truth  that 
loving  family  relationships  are  on 
the  decline. 

So  what  can  we  do?  The  special 
emphasis  this  month  in  The  Breth- 
ren Church  is  on  family  life.  As  part 
of  that  emphasis,  this  issue  of  the 
Evangelist  contains  a  variety  of 
articles  about  the  family.  These  arti- 
cles provide  some  answers  to  that 
question,  "What  can  we  do — in  our 
homes  and  in  our  churches — to  build 
loving  family  relationships?" 

—  The  Editor 

Morely  asks,  "What  fa- 
ther wouldn't  be  willing 
to  die  for  his  son?" 
Then    he    adds, 
"If  we  are  will- 
"^ '   ing  to  go  so  far  as 
to  die  for  our  chil- 
dren, why  is  it  that 
we  often  don't  seem 
willing   to    live    for 
them?"i 
It  has  been  estimated  that 
66  percent  of  teenagers  spend 
less  than  half  an  hour  per  week  in 
conversation    with    their    fathers 
about  things  that  are  important  to 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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teens. 2  Parents  often  testify  how  dif- 
ficult it  is  to  communicate  with 
their  children.  One  parent  told  me 
that  she  was  amazed  at  the  appar- 
ent lack  of  respect  that  today's  chil- 
dren have  for  parents,  grandpar- 
ents, and  adults  in  general.  She 
wondered  how  children  today  came 
to  be  "like  this." 

C.  Everett  Koop,  former  U.S.  Sur- 
geon General,  once  said,  "Life  affords 
no  greater  responsibility  and  no 
greater  privilege  than  the  raising  of 
the  next  generation."  Yet  some  peo- 
ple believe  that  this  next  generation 
neither  desires  nor  respects  the  in- 
fluence of  the  previous  generation. 

Respect  is  owed,  not  earned 

Many  young  people  today  are  of 
the  opinion  that  parents  must  earn 
their  respect.  In  fact,  this  attitude 
seems  to  be  an  outcropping  of 
today's  social  norms.  This  attitude, 
however,  could  not  be  further  from 
the  truth.  God  feels  so  strongly 
about  respect  that  He  made  honor 
and  respect  for  father  and  mother 
one  of  the  Ten  Commandments. 

The  word  used  for  "honor"  in  this 
commandment  can  be  translated 
"highly  prize,  care  for,  show  respect 
for,  or  obey."  Notice  that  God  does 
not  say,  "Honor  your  father  and 
mother  if  they  earn  it  or  if  they  de- 
serve it."  This  type  of  loyalty  is  to  be 
given  without  question  and  is  to 
spring  out  of  our  relationship  with 
God  and  as  a  reflection  of  our  re- 
spect for  Him. 

Some  of  us  may  recall  the  popular 
song  from  the  1970s  called  "Cat's  in 
the  Cradle."  The  father  in  the  song 
is  always  too  busy  to  take  time  for 
his  son.  All  the  while  the  boy  keeps 
telling  his  father  that  he  wants  to 
grow  up  to  be  "just  like  you.  Dad." 
By  the  end  of  the  song  the  boy  has 
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grown  into  manhood  and  is  now  too 
busy  to  take  time  for  his  father — to 
which  the  father  laments,  "He's 
grown  up  just  like  me." 

Dr.  Karl  Menninger 
once  stated,  "What 
is   done   to   chil 
dren    they    will 
do  to  society. " 
This   may   be 
what  the 

Apostle  Paul 
had  in  mind 
when  he 

wrote  in  Eph- 
esians  6:4,  "Fa- 
thers, do  not 
exasperate  your 
children;  instead, 
bring  them  up  in  the 
training  and  instruction  of 
the  Lord."  Or  in  Colossians  3:21, 
"Fathers,  do  not  embitter  your  chil- 
dren, or  they  will  become  discour- 
aged." The  responsibility  in  these 
two  passages  is  placed  squarely  on 
the  shoulders  of  the  parents.  Par- 
ents are  to  raise  their  children  in 
such  a  way  as  to  retain  the  respect 
granted  to  them  by  God  in  the  Ten 
Commandments. 

Salvation  statistics 

The  truth  is  that  as  parents,  we 
train  our  children  more  by  our  ac- 
tions than  by  our  words.  Statistics 
show  that  when  a  father  is  the  first 
member  of  a  family  to  come  to  faith 
in  Christ,  60  percent  of  the  time  his 
entire  family  comes  to  faith  in 
Christ.  When  a  mother  is  the  first  to 
come  to  faith  in  Christ,  the  odds  are 
only  40  to  50  percent  that  the  entire 
family  will  come  to  faith  in  Christ. 
And  when  a  child  is  first  to  come  to 
faith,  the  chances  of  the  rest  of  the 
family  becoming  Christians  drops  to 
25  percent. 


What  this  tells  us  is  that  parents 
have  a  tremendous  influence  on  the 
salvation  of  their  children.  It  is  for 
this  reason  that  we  who  are 
parents  need  to  be  strong 
in  the  Lord.  Deuteron- 
omy 11:18-19  tells  us 
to  "Fix  these  words  of 
mine  in  your  hearts 
and  minds;  tie  them 
as  symbols  on  your 
hands  and  bind 
them  on  your  fore- 
heads. Teach  them 
to  your  children, 
talking  about  them 
when  you  sit  at  home 
and  when  you  walk 
along  the  road,  when 
you  lie  down  and  when  you 
get  up." 

Not  an  easy  task 

Parenting  has  never  been  an  easy 
task.  Today  the  difficulties  of  par- 
enting are  magnified  by  television 
programs  and.  popular  songs  that 
seem  to  teach  children  to  be  disre- 
spectful to  their  parents  and  to 
adults  in  general. 

When  you  feel  as  though  you  are 
doing  a  bad  job  as  a  parent  and  your 
children  tell  you  you  don't  have  a 
clue,  then  trust  in  the  Lord  and  lean 
not  on  your  own  understanding.  Be- 
lieve that  the  counsel  of  the  Lord  is 
eternal  and  that  the  wisdom  of  God 
exceeds  all  generations.  [Ij'] 

Dj\  Lawson  is  Director  of  Congre- 
gational Ministries  for  The  Brethren 
Church. 


^Patrick  Morley,  The  Man  in  the  Mir- 
ror, Brentwood,  TN;  Wolgemuth  & 
Hyatt  Publishers,  1989;  p.  89-90. 

'^Leadership  Journal,  Winter,  1996; 
p.  81. 
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Your  Net  Worth 

versus 

Your  Family 

By  Roger  Stogsdill 


J 


WHAT  IS  YOUR  NET  WORTH? 
Have  you  ever  looked  at  what 
someone  else  has  and  wondered 
what  it  would  be  like  to  have  that 
person's  net  worth?  Have  you  ever 
watched  the  infomercials  about 
building  wealth  and  wondered  if  it 
is  really  that  easy? 

Let  me  give  you  a  word  of  caution 
before  you  start  down  that  path. 
The  desire  for  wealth  can  cause  a 
person  to  exhibit  addictive  behavior. 
Hear  me  right:  I  did  not  say  that  it 
has  to  or  that  it  always  will  bring 
about  such  behavior.  But  the  quest 
to  be  rich  can  consume  some  people, 
much  the  way  alcohol  and  drugs 
consume  others. 

I'll  never  forget  what  a  friend  in 
the  archery  business  told  me.  This 
was  a  man  who  had  been  a  national 
champion  archer.  I  asked  him  why 
he  no  longer  shot  his  bow.  He  said  it 
was  because  archery  had  become  an 
addiction  for  him.  He  had  come  to 


realize  that  he  was  spending  every 
spare  moment  and  every  spare  dime 
on  it.  He  had  sacrificed  everj^hing, 
including  time  with  his  family,  for  it. 
For  his  own  well-being  and  the  well- 
being  of  his  family,  he  had  to  stay 
away  from  shooting  his  bow.  It  was 
then  that  I  realized  that  many 
things  can  create  addictions. 

Addicted  to  riches 

The  quest  for  riches  can  affect 
some  people  in  a  similar  way.  They 
drive  so  hard  to  "make  it"  in  this 
world  that  they  sacrifice  a  lot  of 
valuable  things.  They  may  even  sac- 
rifice time  with  their  families  in 
order  to  "provide  for  them."  If  you 
are  such  a  person,  ask  someone  in 
your  family  if  they  prefer  having 
you  or  what  you  provide  them. 

Solomon's  advice  to  his  son  was, 
"Do  not  wear  yourself  out  to  get 
rich;  have  the  wisdom  to  show  re- 
straint. Cast  but  a  glance  at  riches. 


and  they  are  gone,  for  they  will 
surely  sprout  wings  and  fly  off  to 
the  sky  like  an  eagle"  (Prov.  23:4-5, 
Niv).  Solomon  is  saying  that  there  is 
something  of  more  value  (not  to 
mention  longer  lasting)  than  riches. 
Given  the  fact  that  he  is  talking 
with  his  son,  he  is  saying  that  wise- 
ly building  strong  relationships  is 
more  valuable  than  building  wealth. 
Certainly,  the  primary  relationship 
of  worth  is  with  God. 

Perhaps  the  most  valuable  thing 
you  can  do  together  as  a  family  is  to 
build  your  relationship  with  God. 
Don't  become  so  busy  doing  other 
things,  even  good  things,  that  you 
don't  have  time  as  a  family  to  spend 
time  with  God.  For  if  you  do,  you 
will  not  only  miss  some  rich  bless- 
ings yourself,  but  you  will  teach 
your  children  that  God  is  secondary; 
that  He  is  not  as  important  as 
wealth;  that  He  is  worthy  only  of 
what  time  you  have  left  after  you've 
done  everything  else. 

My  financial  software  calculates 
net  worth.  It  takes  into  account 
income,  expenses,  bank  accounts, 
debts,  assets,  and  liabilities.  It  does 
not,  however,  account  for  my  worth 
in  Christ  or  what  He  has  done  for 
my  family.  Too  bad!  My  family's  net 
worth  would  look  a  lot  better  on 
paper  if  it  did.  How  about  you?    ['li'] 

Rev.  Stogsdill  is  pastor  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Tucson,  Ariz.  This 
article  first  appeared  in  the  Tucson 
First  Brethren  Church  Newsletter. 


Praying  for 
Our  Children 

By  Karen  Frado 


DO  YOUR  CHILDREN  NEED  PRAYER?  Mine  do. 
Violence,  vulgarity,  disease,  and  destruction 
touch  all  of  our  lives.  They  cause  our  children  to 
question  God's  power  and  plan,  and  they  threaten 
our  children's  obedient  walk  with  Christ.  We  are  not 
powerless,  however,  against  the  onslaught  of  these 
evil  forces. 

Parents  all  over  the  world  are  uniting  in  prayer  for 
their  children  and  their  children's  classmates. 
Grandparents  are  meeting  before  school  hours  to  pray 
around  and  through  the  schools.  Fathers  are  gather- 


ing to  reclaim  their  children's  futures.  Mothers  are 
organizing  prayer  groups. 

One  such  example  is  Moms  In  Touch.  More  than 
150,000  mothers  across  the  nation  meet  weekly  for 
an  hour  of  prayer  for  children.  They  praise  God,  make 
silent  confession,  and  offer  prayers  of  thanksgiving 
for  students,  teachers,  and  school  administrators. 
For  more  information,  call  1-800-949-MOMS  or  read 
When  Mothers  Pray  by  Cheri  Fuller. 

Churches,  likewise,  are  getting  serious  about  pray- 
ing for  their  youth.  Some  churches  take  pictures  of 
their  young  people  who  want  prayer.  Names  and  some 
personal  information  about  the  youth  are  written  on 
the  backs  of  the  pictures,  which  are  then  given  to 
adult  intercessors  who  make  a  commitment  to  pray 
for  and  stay  in  contact  with  the  young  person.  The 
average  length  of  the  commitment  is  one  year.       ["tj"! 

Mrs.  Frado  i.s  a  Brethren  student  at  .Ashland  Theological 
Seminary  and  a  strong  advocate  for  prayer 
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A  Rope  With  Three  Cords 

By  J.  Otis  Ledbetter  and  Tim  Smith 


\= 


J 


EVERY  FAMILY  has  a  heritage,  a 
legacy  passed  from  generation 
to  generation.  In  truth,  though,  the 
heritage  is  something  few  parents 
really  understand.  Too  many  times 
we  are  not  sure  what  it  is  or  the  im- 
pact that  it  has  on  our  lives — and  on 
the  lives  of  those  we  love. 

Every  family  legacy  has  three  dis- 
tinct yet  interrelated  parts,  like  a 
rope  with  three  cords:  spiritual, 
emotional,  and  social.  These  three 
cords  secure  a  person  to  the  past, 
give  ballast  to  a  person  in  the  pres- 
ent, and  help  him  or  her  look  with 
hope  into  the  future. 

The  wise  king  Solomon  said,  "A 
cord  of  three  strands  is  not  quickly 
broken"  (Ecc.  4:12,  Niv).  Together, 
the  cords  are  stronger  than  any  one 
or  two  alone.  Each  cord  is  essential 
and  influences  the  other  two.  They 
are  intertwined  and  interdepen- 
dent. We  will  see  in  our  children 
exactly  what  they  have  seen  in  us. 
Let's  look  at  how  each  cord  con- 
tributes to  a  strong  family  heritage. 

The  spiritual  cord 

The  spiritual  cord  is  the  process  of 
modeling  and  reinforcing  the  un- 
seen realities  of  life.  Many  families 
neglect  this  vital  aspect  of  heritage, 
dismissing  it  as  "religious,"  "unnec- 
essary" or  "irrelevant."  Yet  every 
human  being  is  made  in  the  image 
of  God  with  a  built-in  hunger  for 
connecting  with  Him. 

Those  without  a  spiritual  cord  are 
destined  to  have  a  weak  sense  of 
identity  and  purpose.  Spiritual  lega- 
cy is  more  than  baptism,  a  camp 
experience,  or  deliverance  from 
tragedy.  It  is  integrating  God's  time- 
less truths  into  our  everyday  experi- 
ence as  a  family.  It  is  usually  caught 
rather  than  taught.  Our  children 
observe  in  us,  their  parents,  the 
truth  of  spiritual  realities  by  watch- 
ing how  we  live. 


The  emotional  cord 

The  emotional  cord  creates  an 
atmosphere  of  security  and  love  at 
home,  preparing  children  for  the 
challenges  of  life.  We've  met  many 
adults  suffering  the  long-term 
effects  of  a  painful  childhood,  now 
crippled  with  a  negative  emotional 
legacy.  Insecure,  feeling  unloved,  and 
desperate  for  approval,  these  adults 
are  not  equipped  for  the  roller  coast- 


er of  life's  ups  and  downs.  The  emo- 
tional cord  provides  the  connection 
of  belonging  and  approval.  When  a 
child  feels  connected  to  her  par- 
entis), she  sees  herself  as  compe- 
tent, capable,  and  supported.  This 
emotional  cord  is  woven  over  time 
through  a  parent's  expressing  un- 
conditional love  and  acceptance  to 
offspring.  It  is  woven  by  communi- 
cating in  a  variety  of  ways,  "I  will  al- 
ways love  you — no  matter  what." 

The  social  cord 

The  social  cord  means  teaching  a 
child  the  skills  necessary  for  culti- 
vating healthy,  stable  relationships. 
I've  seen  children  who  are  in  emo- 
tionally healthy  Christian  homes 
(the  first  two  cords),  but  who  are 
handicapped  by  an  inability  to  re- 
late to  other  people.  Those  who  are 
(continued  at  bottom  of  next  page) 


Helping  Today's  Teenagers 

By  Nick  Pollard 


LUKE  AND  LIZZIE,  my  young 
children,  sat  on  the  sled  at  the 
top  of  the  steepest,  fastest  slope  in 
the   middle   of  our   snow-covered 

local      park.      They      ^ 

pushed  off  and  soon 
gathered  speed.  I 
wasn't  sure  whether 
they  were  being 
brave  or  foolhardy — 
because  this  particu- 
lar slope  had  a 
water-filled  ditch  at 
the  end  of  it,  and 
they  were  not  very 
good  at  steering.  In 
fact,  as  the  sled 
picked  up  speed,  it 
became  clear  that 
they  had  very  little 
control  over  it  at  all. 
But  they  did  have  an 
implicit  faith  in  me,  whom  they  had 
asked  to  stand  in  front  of  the  ditch 
to  keep  them  from  falling  in. 

So  there  I  was  with  this  heavy 
sled  coming  straight  toward  me  at 
high  speed.  There  was  no  way  I 
would  be  able  to  stop  it.  If  I  tried,  I 
would  get  hurt  and  so  would  they — 
and  we  would  probably  all  end  up  in 
the  water  So  I  stood  aside.  I  moved 
out  of  the  way.  And  as  the  sled  carry- 


ing my  children  swept  past  me,  I 
ran  alongside  them  and  gently 
nudged  it.  That  was  enough  to 
change  its  direction.  It  turned  to  the 

left,     onto     another 

slope  that  took  it 
away  from  the  ditch. 
So  they  didn't  end 
up  in  the  water.  They 
were  safe.  I  was  un- 
harmed. And  they 
were  delighted  with 
their  extra-long  ride. 
That  is  a  picture  of 
the  task  that  faces 
many  of  us  as  we  try 
to  help  today's  teen- 
agers. We  watch  them 
as  they  gather  speed 
downhill  on  a  course 
y  that  will  inevitably 
hurt  them  and  others. 
If  we  try  to  stand  in  their  way,  they 
will  collide  with  us  in  a  huge  con- 
frontation. But  if  we  run  alongside 
and  gently  nudge  them  in  another 
direction,  we  might  be  able  to  help 
them  to  find  another  path.  [i]'] 

From  Why  Do  They  Do  That?  by 

Nick  Pollard  and  Eric  Stanford,  Lion 
Publishing.  Article  provided  by  David 
C.  Cook  Ministry  Relations. 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


\= 


Keys  to  Effective 
Family  Nights 

By  Jim  Wiedmann  and  Kurt  Bruner 
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SOMETIMES  we  accidentally  im- 
press the  wrong  things  on  our 
kids  rather  than  intentionally  im- 
pressing the  right  things.  But  there 
is  an  effective,  easy  way  to  change 
that.  Routine  family  nights  are  a 
powerful  tool  for  creating  intention- 
al impression  points  with  our  chil- 
dren. We  need  to  take  advantage  of 
every  opportunity  to  impress  our 
beliefs  and  values  on  the  lives  of  our 
children.  There  are  several  keys 
which  should  be  incorporated  into 
effective  family  nights. 

Make  it  fun! 

Enjoy  yourself,  and  let  the  kids 
have  a  ball.  They  may  not  remem- 
ber everything  you  say,  but  they  will 
always  cherish  the  times  of  laugh- 
ter— and  so  will  you. 

Keep  it  simple! 

The  minute  you  become  sophisti- 
cated or  complicated,  you've  missed 


the  whole  point.  Don't  try  to  create 
deeply  profound  lessons.  Just  try  to 
reinforce  your  values  and  beliefs  in 
a  simple,  easy-to-understand  man- 
ner. Read  short  passages,  not  long, 
drawn-out     sections 
of  scripture.    Re- 
member,        the 
goal  is  to  keep 
it  simple. 


Don't  dominate! 

You  want  to  pull  them  into  the 
discovery  process  as  much  as  possi- 
ble. If  you  do  all  the  talking,  you've 


A  Rope  With  Three  Cords  ^ 

(continued  from  previous  page) 

able  to  make  friends  and  keep 
them  have  an  edge  in  the  game  of 
life.  Those  who  don't  are  hmited; 
they  have  a  loss  of  freedom  and 
resources.  Instead  of  feeling 
blessed,  they  almost  feel  cursed 
by  isolation  and  loneliness. 

The  best  way  to  pass  a  social 
legacy  to  your  child  is  to  model  it. 
Let  him  see  you  demonstrate 
respect,  responsibility,  compassion, 
and  boundary-setting.  When  you 
teach  children  to  relate  effectively 
and  solve  conflict,  you  are  prepar- 
ing them  for  marriage  and  a  fami- 
ly of  their  own. 

The  concept  behind  heritage- 
building  is  rooted  in  a  biblical 
mandate  summarized  in  Deuter- 
onomy 6:5-9  (N/V): 

Love  the  LORD  your  God  with  all 


your  heart  and  with  all  your  soul 
and  with  all  your  strength.  These 
commandments  that  I  give  you 
today  are  to  be  upon  your  hearts. 
Impress  them  on  your  children! 

How? 

Talk  about  them  when  you  sit  at 
home  and  when  you  walk  along 
the  road,  when  you  lie  down  and 
when  you  get  up.  Tie  them  as  sym- 
bols on  your  hands  and  bind  than 
on  your  foreheads.  Write  them  on 
the  doorframes  of  your  houses  and 
on  your  gates. 

In  other  words,  we  need  to  take 
advantage  of  every  opportunity  to 
impress  our  beliefs  and  values  on 
the  lives  of  our  children.  ['ij'] 

From  Heritage  Builders:  Family 

Traditions  by  J.  Otis  Ledbetter  and 
Tim  Smith,  Chariot  Victor  Publish- 
ing. Article  provided  by  David  C. 
Cook  Ministry  Relations.  Used  by 
permission. 


missed  the  mark.  Ask  questions, 
give  assignments,  and  invite  partic- 
ipation in  every  way  possible.  They 
will  learn  more  when  you  involve  all 
of  their  senses  and  emotions. 

Go  with  the  flow! 

It's  fine  to  start  with  a  well-de- 
fined outline,  but  don't  kill  spon- 
taneity by  becoming  overly  struc- 
tured. If  an  incident  or  question 
presents  a  different  direction, 
great!  Some  of  the  best  impres- 
sion opportunities  are  com- 
pletely unplanned  and  un- 
expected. 

iviix  it  up! 

Don't  allow  yourself  to 
get  into  a  rut  of  routine. 
Keep  the  sense  of  excite- 
ment    and    anticipation 
through   variety.    Experi- 
ment to  discover  what 
works   best   for  your 
family.    Use    books, 
made-up      sto- 

videos,    mu- 
sic,      music 

videos,  songs,  games,  or  even  go  on  a 

family  outing. 

Do  it  often! 

We  tend  to  find  time  for  the  things 
that  are  really  important.  It  is  best 
to  set  aside  one  evening  per  week 
(the  same  evening  if  possible)  for 
family  night.  Remember,  repetition 
is  the  best  teacher.  The  more  im- 
pressions you  can  create,  the  more 
of  an  impact  you  will  make. 

Make  a  memory! 

Find  ways  to  make  the  lesson  stick. 
For  example,  just  as  advertisers  cre- 
ate "jingles"  to  help  us  remember 
their  products,  it  is  helpful  to  create 
family  night  "jingles"  to  remember 
the  main  theme — such  as  "It's  best 
for  you,  to  seek  what's  true"  or 
"Just  like  air,  God  is  there!"  ['ij'] 

F/077?  Heritage  Builders:  An  Intro- 
duction to  Family  Nights  by  Jim  Weid- 
man  and  Kurt  Bruner  with  Mike  and 
Amy  Nappa,  Chariot  Victor  Publishing. 
Article  provided  by  David  C.  Cook  Min- 
istry Relations.  Used  by  Permission.  For 
more  family-night  ideas  and  information 
on  how  to  build  a  godly  hei-itage  in  your 
home,  go  to  www.heritagebuilders.com  on 
the  Internet. 
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Learning  to  Live 

in  an 

Empty  Nest 

By  James  J.  Jackson 
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FAMILY  DYNAMICS  change  dra- 
matically after  the  kids  leave 
home.  The  parent/grown-child  rela- 
tionship becomes  very  different 
from  what  is  was  when  the  child 
was  totally  dependent  upon  the  par- 
ents. One  major  determining  factor 
in  whether  parents  and  grown  chil- 
dren successfully  navigate  this  new 
relational  ground  is  whether  basic 
principles  have  been  established 
during  childhood. 

Although  it  may  be  difficult  for 
parents  of  teenagers  to  believe,  the 
majority  of  young  people  do  eventu- 
ally leave  home.  Parents  must  then 
learn  how  to  live  all  over  again.  We 
call  this  "The  Empty  Nest  Syn- 
drome," which  my  wife  and  I  have 
experienced. 

Making  adjustments 

As  each  of  our  four  daughters 
departed  from  our  home,  we  faced 
certain  adjustments,  logistical  (i.e., 
fights  over  the  newly-vacated  bed- 
room) as  well  as  emotional.  After 
our  youngest  went  away  to  college, 
we  quickly  entered  The  Syndrome. 

Grocery  shopping  and  food  prepa- 
ration were  early  manifestations  of 
this  syndrome.  We  continued  to  buy 
milk  by  the  gallon.  Historically,  we 
used  it  up  before  the  expiration 
date;  now  it  spoiled.  Even  a  half  gal- 
lon proved  to  be  too  much,  so  we 
buy  quarts.  Invariably,  one  of  our 
daughters  will  drop  by  and  drink 
the  available  milk  in  one  sitting. 

We  continued  to  cook  enough  food 
for  four  to  six  people.  Old  habits  die 
hard.  Another  new  experience:  an 
abundance  of  leftovers.  After  about 
four  nights  of  the  same  meat  loaf 
on  my  plate,  garnished  in  a  vain  at- 
tempt to  disguise  its  familiarity,  it 
was  obvious  that  we  needed  to 
change  our  meal  planning. 

Actually,   it   was   pretty   neat.   A 


smaller  grocery  list  allowed  us  to 
buy  the  choice,  individual  potatoes 
and  onions  instead  of  buying  by  the 
sack.  We  could  eat  more  steak  and 
less  pot  roast,  ground  round  rather 
than  hamburger  We  could  also  af- 
ford to  eat  out  more  often. 

jvering  new  laws' 

We  quickly  discovered  the  "Empty 
Nest  Law":  "The  smaller  the  meal, 
the  more  likely  a  grown  progeny  will 
show  up  at  dinner  time,  looking 
gaunt  and  famished."  This  law 
taught  us  to  keep  "heat  'n'  eat"  food 
on  hand,  like  hot  dogs  and  burger 
patties,  and  to  invite  the  "guest"  to 
fix  herself  something  else  instead  of 
coveting  our  plates. 

"Empty-Nesters"  also  find  that, 
while  pre-approved  access  to  their 
kids'  homes  is  not  allowed,  the  kids 


The  Church  as  Family 

While  the  articles  in  this  issue 
have  focused  on  the  biological  fam- 
ily, we  must  not  overlook  the  role 
of  the  church  as  "family."  We  are 
the  family  of  God.  We  are  "brothers 
and  sisters"  in  the  Lord.  In  our  day, 
when  so  many  people  fail  to  find 
loving  family  relationships  in  the 
home,  they  need  to  be  able  to  find 
love  and  acceptance  in  the  church. 

In  order  to  do  this,  we  must  be 
careful  that  church  activities  are 
not  so  oriented  toward  the  tradi- 
tional family  that  the  widowed,  the 
divorced,  the  never-married,  sin- 
gle-parents, and  those  from  abu- 
sive and  broken  homes  feel  exclud- 
ed. We  must  not  only  make  them 
feel  welcome,  but  we  must  go  be- 
yond that  and  seek  to  minister  to 
their  special  needs.  Our  churches 
need  to  be  places  where  every  be- 
liever feels  accepted  as  a  cherished 
member  of  the  family  of  God.     \^\ 


insist  on  keeping  keys  to  their  par- 
ents' home.  One  daughter,  frequent- 
ly in  need  of  cosmetics,  clothing, 
and  other  necessities  of  life,  would 
simply  "shop"  through  her  mother's 
closet,  jewelry,  and  make-up  when 
no  one  was  home.  After  all,  this  will 
always  be  her  "home,"  right?  We 
took  the  key. 

Parents  are  expected  to  leave  the 
departed  grown-child's  room  the 
way  it  was  left,  perhaps  as  a  "safety 
net."  One  visiting  daughter  tearful- 
ly asked  what  we  had  done  to  "her 
room."  I  calmly  responded,  "Oh, 
you  must  mean  my  office.  You  didn't 
really  expect  us  to  leave  that  room 
like  it  was,  did  you?"  She  did. 

Not  that  we  don't  have  enough  re- 
minders of  our  children.  Our  base- 
ment looks  like  a  self-storage  facili- 
ty. I  think  we  recently  declared  our 
fifth  ultimatum:  "If  you  don't  re- 
move your  stuff  by  [insert  date],  we 
will  give  it  to  charity."  I  think  they 
realize  by  now  that  we're  bluffing. 

Nesters  also  are  not  to  meddle  in 
the  business  of  their  grown-up  chil- 
dren, but  the  kids  somehow  retain 
the  right  to  know  your  where- 
abouts. Returning  from  an  im- 
promptu weekend  away,  we  found 
several  terse  phone  messages,  in- 
cluding, "Hey,  it's  after  midnight! 
Where  are  you?"  and  "Didn't  you 
guys  come  home  at  all  last  night? 
Why  didn't  you  tell  us  you  were 
going  away?  Call  me  as  soon  as  you 
get  home!"  My,  how  things  change! 

New  relationships 

Many  young  adults'  expectations 
of  unbridled  freedom  from  rules  are 
quickly  blind-sided  by  brutal,  blunt 
reality.  Reality  often  breeds  a  long- 
ing for  "home  sweet  home."  Grown 
children  moving  back  in  with  their 
parents  is  a  subject  for  another  time. 

When  parents  follow  God's  design 
for  rearing  children  and  teach  their 
children  that  God  commands  them 
to  "Honor  your  father  and  mother 
.  .  .  ,"  parents  and  children  enter 
into  a  new,  exciting,  and  mutually 
fulfilling  relationship  with  one  an- 
other Then  the  nest  is  not  so  empty 
after  all.  [1>] 

Mr.  Jackson  is  a  freelance  writer  and 
a  columnist  for  the  Valley  Christian 

Chronicle.  This  article  was  furnished 
courtesy  of  The  Amy  Foundation  Inter- 
net Syndicate  (www.amyfound.org). 
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2000  General  Conference  Schedule 

August  7-11  at  Estes  Park  Center,  Estes  Park,  Colorado 

Theme:  Renew  Our  Spirit 


J 


Dan  Lawson 


Monday,  August  7 

5:00  to  7:00  pm— Dinner 

7:00  pm — Opening  Celebration: 
Comments  by  Dr. 
Emanuel  (Buzz)  Sand- 
berg;  message  by  Dr. 
Dan  Lawson 

Tuesday,  August  8 

7:00  to  8:30  am— Breakfast 
8:30  am — Devotions 
9:00  am — Auxiliary  Sessions 
9:00  am — Presentation  by  Dr.  Terry  Wardle:  The 
Flame  of  Love;  the  Ministry  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  Our  Day 
11:00  am — Business  Session 
12:15  pm — All-Conference  group  picture 
Afternoon — Free  Time* 

1:00  pm — Rocky  Mountain  Nation- 
al Park  tour  departs** 
1:45  pm —  2y2-hour  horseback  ride 

departs** 
3:30  pm — iy2-hour  horseback  ride 
departs** 
5:00  to  7:00  pm— Dinner 
7:00  pm — Worship:  Message  by 
Mrs.  Sally  Morgen- 
thaler,  Can  We  Read 
Billboards  ?  Sally  Morgenthaler 

Wednesday,  August  9 

7:00  to  8:30  am— Breakfast 
8:30  am— Devotions 

9:00  am — Workshops:  Touchstones  of  Worship  for 
Postmoderns  led  by  Mrs.  Sally  Morgen- 
.  thaler;  Healing  Spiritual  Abuse  led  by 

Dr  Ken  Blue 

11:00  am — Missions  Presentation 
Afternoon — Free  Time* 

12:30  pm — Departure  for  golf  out- 
ing** 
1:00  pm — Rocky  Mountain  Nation- 
al Park  tour  bus  departs** 
1:00  pm — Bus  departs  for  Loveland 
Outlet  Shopping  Mall** 
5:00  to  7:00  pm— Dinner 
7:00  pm — Worship:  Message  by 
Dr.  Ken  Blue,  By  the 
Grace  of  God 


Ken  Blue 


*Shuttles  to  and  from  downtown  Estes  Park  will  be  avail- 
able throughout  the  afternoon.  Time  and  drop-off  points 
will  be  printed  in  the  Conference  program  book. 

**Advanced  registration  is  required. 


Thursday,  August  10 

7:00  to  8:30  am— Breakfast 
8:30  am — Devotions 

9:00  am — Workshops:  The  Power  of  Grace  led  by 
Dr.  Ken  Blue;  It's  More  Than  a  Tech- 
nique: a  Biblical  Model  for  Church 
Growth  led  by  Rev.  Bill  Wright 
11:00  am — Business  Session 
Afternoon — Free  Time*  with  an  option  to  attend 
workshops 
1:00  pm — Workshop:  Catching  God's  Vision  for 
Church  Planting  led  by  Terry  Wardle 
3:00  pm — Church-Planting  Forum  with  Rev.  Reilly 
Smith,  Dr.  Terry  Wardle,  and 
Brethren  Church  Planters 

1:00  pm — Rocky  Mountain  Nation- 
al Park  tour  bus  departs** 
1:45  pm —  2'/2-hour  horseback  ride 

departs** 
3:30  pm — lV2-hour  horseback  ride 
departs** 
5:00  to  7:00  pm— Dinner 
7:00  pm — Worship:  Message  by 

Dr.  H.B.  London,  Enjoy- 
ing the  Journey 


H.B.  London 


Friday,  August  11 


7:00  to  8:30  am— Breakfast 

7:00  to  8:30  am — Breakfast  meeting  for  Council 

Members  and  Nominating  Committee 
8:30  am — Devotions 
9:00  am — Workshop:  When  to 

Hold  'em  and  When  to 

Fold  'em!  The  Stressors 

in  a  Clergy  Family's 

Life,  and  How  Faithful 

Laymen  Can  Help  Their 

Pastor  Succeed  led  by 

Dr  H.B.  London 
11:00  am — Closing  Session:  Mes- 
sage by  Dr  John  Shultz  John  Shultz 


Dr.  Ken  Blue  (photo  at  left)  has  been  added  to  the  guest 
speakers  announced  earlier  for  this  year's  Conference  {see  p.  5 
of  the  March  issue).  Dr.  Blue  will  speak  Wednesday  evening  and 
present  workshops  Wednesday  and  Thursday  mornings.  A  senior 
consultant  with  the  San  Diego  ConsuUing  Group.  Dr.  Blue  is  an 
expert  in  the  areas  of  personal  and  organizational  effectiveness. 
He  is  the  author  of  several  books,  including  Church  Discipline 
That  Heals  and  Healing  Spiritual  Abuse.  He  and  his  w  ifo  Patti, 
parents  of  eight  children,  live  in  San  Diego,  Calif  (Argentine 
pastor  Rev.  liduardt)  Rodriguez,  scheduled  to  speak  \\'ednesda\ 
evening,  will  be  unable  to  allciui  because  of  his  w  ife's  ill  health.) 
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New  Brethren  Church  Lauched 
in  Pasadena,  California 


=\ 
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ANEW  BRETHREN  CHURCH 
was  launched  Easter  weekend 
in  Pasadena,  California.  Called  Cen- 
tra Cristiano  Para  la  Familia  (Chris- 
tian Center  for  the  Family),  this  new 
church  plant  is  an  outreach  to  His- 
panics  in  Pasadena  by  Drs.  Juan 
Carlos  and  Maria  Miranda. 

Two  special  events  highlighted  the 
weekend,  as  the  cell  group  that  had 
been  meeting  since  October  in  the 
Mirandas'  living  room  held  its  first 
public  meetings.  The  initial  event 
was  a  showing  of  the  JESUS  film  on 


The  second  event  of  the  weekend 
was  the  Birth-Sunday  worship  ser- 
vice on  Easter  Sunday  morning.  In 
contrast  to  Friday  night,  the  weath- 
er on  Sunday  morning  was  beauti- 
ful. Attendance  figures  remained 
about  the  same,  but  several  people 
came  who  had  not  attended  on  Fri- 
day night.  Rev.  Juan  Korszyk  of 
Voice  of  the  Family  Ministries  spoke 
at  the  service,  and  his  wife.  Ester 
Mabel    Korszyk,    provided    special 


Above,  a  few  of  the  people  who 
attended  the  Easter  Sunday  ser- 
vice of  Centra  Cristiano  Para  la 
Familia;  right,  some  of  the  folks 
who  attended  the  Good  Friday 
service;  above  right,  the  beauti- 
ful Church  of  the  Foothills  where 
the  new  church  holds  its  Sunday 
services  (Sunday  school  at  1! :3() 
a.m.;  worship  at  12:30 p.m.). 


Good  Friday  evening.  Attendance 
for  this  event  was  around  60,  in 
spite  of  bad  weather  (a  storm  watch 
was  in  effect  that  evening  and  rain 
began  falling  about  an  hour  before 
starting  time — unusual  in  Southern 
California  at  this  time  of  year).  Not 
only  was  the  attendance  good  in 
view  of  the  weather,  but  following 
the  film,  when  an  invitation  was 
given  for  people  to  accept  Jesus 
Christ  as  their  Savior,  12  prayed  for 
the  forgiveness  of  their  sins. 


music,  with  both  doing  a  great  job 
according  to  Pastor  Miranda.  Sev- 
eral more  people  accepted  the  Lord 
during  this  service. 

Pastor  Miranda  notes  that  all 
weekend  people  were  calling  to  ask 
about  the  church  and  to  get  direc- 
tions. Even  late  Sunday  evening  a 
man  called  asking  for  counseling, 
since  he  and  his  wife  had  recently 
separated  and  had  begun  divorce 
proceedings.  At  first  the  man  could 
not   understand   how   the   "priest" 


to  whom  he  was  talking  (Pastor 
Miranda)  could  have  been  married 
for  46  years.  So  Dr.  Miranda  had  to 
explain  the  difference  between  our 
church  and  the  church  the  man 
grew  up  in  in  Latin  America. 

The  many  calls  the  Mirandas  re- 
ceived are  not  surprising  in  light  of 
the  Herculean  efforts  made  to  publi- 
cize the  new  church.  On  Palm  Sun- 
day weekend,  43,632  flyers  were  dis- 
tributed door-to-door  by  carrier 
delivery  to  the  four  zip  codes  sur- 
rounding the  church.  The  homes 
and  apartments  in  this  area  have  a 
total  population  of  119,484  people, 
of  whom  36.5  percent  (43,612  peo- 
ple) are  Hispanic.  Another  12,500 
flyers  were  inserted  two  different 
days  in  La  Opinion,  the  largest 
Spanish  newspaper  in  Los 
Angeles.  These  copies  of 
the  paper  were  those  to  be 
delivered  to  subscribers  in 
the  new  church's  target 
area,  all  of  whom  would  be 
Hispanic  readers. 

In  addition  to  the  printed 
flyers,  26  one-minute  radio 
spots  were  aired  on  a  local 
secular  radio  station,  and 
70  on  a  Christian  station. 
Color  posters  announcing 
the  showing  of  the  JESUS 
film  were  placed  in 
Hispanic  stores.  Per- 
sonal invitations  were 
mailed  to  numerous 
friends  and  acquain- 
tances, and  hundreds 
more  flyers  were  dis- 
tributed by  the  ten 
core  members  of  Cen- 
tro  Cristiano.  And,  of 
course,  there  was  also 
much  prayer.  Pastor 
Miranda  expected 
that  their  "promotion 
blitz"  would  continue 
to  bear  fruit  in  the  weeks  following 
the  opening  service. 

Immediately  after  Birth  Sunday, 
the  core  group  began  making  plans 
to  begin  two  new  cell  groups  in  the 
homes  of  some  of  the  people  who 
came.  Pastor  Miranda  said,  "We 
have  a  lot  of  work  ahead  of  us,"  but 
he  notes,  "Everyone  is  very  en- 
thused and  wanting  to  work."  And 
he  adds,  "We  need  your  prayers  for 
this  church-planting  effort."  [D"] 
—  Richard  C.  Winfield 
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More  than  lOOu  are  registerea 
to  go  to  Estes  Park  in  August 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  More  than  500  adults 
and  over  500  youth  have  registered  for 
General  Conference  and  the  BYIC  Con- 
vention to  be  held  August  7-11  at  Estes 
Park,  Colo. — making  this  the  largest 
Conference/Convention  in  recent  years. 

The  May  19  deadline  to  register  to  stay 
in  one  of  the  Conference  lodges  has 
passed,  but  people  planning  to  stay  off- 
site  or  to  visit  the  Conference  a  day  or 
two  can  still  preregister  and  pay  the 
facilities  fee.  (This  $6.00-per-day  fee  can 
also  be  paid  at  the  Estes  Park  Center  ad- 
ministration office  at  time  of  arrival  by 
anyone  who  cannot  preregister). 

The  deadline  to  register  for  the  BYIC 
Convention  has  also  passed,  but  Nation- 
al Youth  Leader  Jaime  Gillespie  says  she 
may  still  have  a  few  spots  available.  Any 
unregistered  young  person  who  wants  to 
attend  should  call  Jaime  immediately. 

All  registered  Conference  attendees 
will  receive  a  special  mailing  by  the  end 
of  June  with  lodge  room  number  and 
other  important  information.  ['ij'] 

South  American  Theological 
Seminary  Library  Project 

As  of  April  30,  $9,291  had  been  given 
for  books  for  the  South  American  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  Argentina.  This  in- 
cludes $3,288  from  a  1998  General  Con- 
ference offering  and  $3,200  from  the 
National  W.M.S.  in  1999.  Much  of  the  rest 
came  in  response  to  a  matching-gift  chal- 
lenge made  by  two  Pennsylvania  lay- 
men. Thank  you  to  all  who  have  given. 

More  funds  are  needed.  Eduardo  and 
Maricla  Rodriguez  recently  estimated  that 
3000  volumes  arc  still  needed  to  meet 
minimum  requirements.  Details  of  a  plan 
from  the  Cheyenne  Brethren  Church  to 
raise  the  money  will  be  sent  to  pastors  in 
June  and  shared  in  the  next  EvAN(iELiST. 


Leading  the  church  into  the  future  is  focus 
of  retreat  for  Brethren  pastors  and  spouses 


Nashville,  Ind.  —  Approximately 
35  Brethren  pastors  and  elders  and 
25  ministry  wives  took  time  away 
from  their  usual  responsibilities  to 
enjoy  a  time  of  fellowship,  worship, 
inspiration,  challenge,  and  relaxa- 
tion at  the  annual  Brethren  Pastors 
and  Spouses  Retreat.  The  theme  of 
the  retreat,  held  May  9-11  at  the 
Brown  County  State  Park  near 
Nashville,  Indiana,  was  "Leading 
the  Church  into  the  Future." 

Dr.  Charles  Lake,  senior  pastor  of 
Community  Church  of  Greenwood,  a 
congregation  near  Indianapolis  that 
averages  more  than  1,500  for  wor- 
ship, was  the  guest  speaker  for  the  re- 
treat. In  his  first  message,  "Ministry 
in  the  21st  Century,"  he  sketched 
some  of  the  challenges  facing  pas- 
tors at  the  beginning  of  the  new 
century.  Among  these  are  the 
demise  of  small  churches  and  the 
rise  of  mega-churches;  conflicts  over 
worship  style;  Godless  "spirituali- 
ty"; defining  commitment  in  terms 
of  convenience;  and  a  smorgasbord 
mentality  about  the  church  (What's 
in  it  for  me?). 

To  face  these  21st-century  chal- 
lenges. Lake  recommended  three 
first-century  (New  Testament)  ap- 
proaches: (1)  "Preach  the  word" 
(2  Tim.  4:2).  "Today  more  than  ever 
people  need  to  hear  the  Word,"  Dr. 
Lake  said.  (2)  "Be  shepherds  of 
God's  flock"  (1  Pet.  5:2).  "Don't  fail 
in  pastoral  care.  People  with  needs 
who  don't  get  help  will  go  some- 
where else,"  he  commented.  (3) 
"Prepare  God's  people  for  works  of 
service  [ministry]"  (Eph.  4:12). 
"Disciple  people  and  get  them  in- 
volved in  ministry,"  he  said. 

In  his  second  message,  which  he 
entitled  "Besides  Everything  Else" 
(see  2  Cor.  11:28),  Dr.  Lake  looked  at 
"other  things  pastors  encounter" — 
the  magnitude  of  ministry  responsi- 
bility; the  weight  of  people's  expec- 
tations; the  gamut  of  human  emo- 
tions; criticism;  and  their  own  hu- 
manity. The  antidote  to  all  these,  he 
suggested,  is  to  "fix  our  eyes  not  on 
what  is  seen,  but  on  what  is  unseen" 
(2  Cor  4:18).  He  also  advised  pas- 
tors to  exercise  the  disciplines  they 


Dr.  Charles  Lake  drew  heavily  on  writ- 
ings from  the  first  century  as  he  talked  to 
pastors  and  their  spouses  about  ministry 
in  the  21st  century. 

tell  their  people  to  practice — abid- 
ing in  the  Word,  reading  devotional 
writers,  spending  quiet  times  with 
the  Lord.  He  added,  "Seeing  people 
growing  in  the  Lord  is  a  blessing 
that  makes  it  all  worthwhile." 

In  line  with  the  retreat  theme,  Dr. 
Dan  Lawson,  Director  of  Congrega- 
tional Ministries  for  The  Brethren 
Church,  gave  a  PowerPoint  presen- 
tation to  the  pastors  and  elders  on 
"Ministry  in  the  Coming  Age."  He 
began  by  saying,  "The  ministry  you 
were  trained  to  do  in  seminary  is 
not  the  ministry  the  world  is  look- 
ing for  today."  This  is  because  our 
world  is  changing  so  rapidly. 

Lawson  noted,  for  example,  that 
people  are  constantly  exposed  to 
television,  movies,  creative  commer- 
cials, the  Internet,  and  videos.  Peo- 
ple today,  especially  young  people, 
don't  get  much  of  their  information 
from  lectures  and  sermons.  A  multi- 
media appoach  is  therefore  essential 
for  effectively  communicating  the 
Gospel  to  today's  world,  he  said.  We 
must  not  change  the  message,  but 
we  do  need  to  change  our  methods 
of  presenting  the  message. 

While  the  men  were  in  this  session, 
their  wives  ("Ministry  Wives")  were 
having  a  session  of  their  own.  They 
began  with  a  time  of  worship,  and 
then  Mesu  Andrews  led  a  devotion- 
al centered  on  the  theme  that  one's 
relationship  with  the  Lord  can  be 
(continued  on  next  page) 


JUNF,  2000 


^^o^^^^cy^ 


Roann  First  Brethren  Church 
to  mark  120  years  of  ministry 

The  First  Brethren  Church  of 
Roann,  Ind.,  will  commemorate 
120  years  of  ministry  on  Sunday, 
June  25,  with  a  day  of  celebration, 
fellowship,  and  remembering.  The 
celebration  will  include  worship  at 
10:00  a.m.,  a  carry-in  meal  (with 
meat  and  drink  provided)  following 
the  worship  service,  and  a  special 
service  in  the  afternoon.  All  former 
pastors,  attendees,  and  others  who 
would  like  to  come  are  invited  to  at- 
tend this  special  event. 


Pastors  retreat 

(continued  from  page  9) 
likened  to  "dancing  with  God."  A 
demonstration  was  also  given  of  the 
new  Brethren  Ministry  Wives  web- 
site. {Information  about  this  will  be 
mailed  to  Ministry  Wives.) 

Dr.  Lawson  also  made  a  presenta- 
tion to  both  the  pastors  and  the  Min- 
istry Wives  on  "Stress  in  the  Parson- 
age." He  focused  on  how  people  of 
various  personality  types  handle 
stress  differently,  and  how  under- 
standing this  can  help  us  relate  to 
someone  under  stress. 

To  conlude  the  retreat,  Scott  and 
Amy  Ailes  led  a  time  of  worship  that 
included  both  group  singing  and  spe- 
cial numbers  by  Scott  and  Amy.  Scott 
serves  as  worship  leader  for  the  con- 
temporary worship  service  at  the  Nap- 
panee,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church, 
and  both  he  and  Amy  are  accom- 
plished musicians.  Following  this  time 
of  worship,  Scott  and  his  coworker, 
Tom  Hubbard,  presented  a  session  on 
sound  systems  and  on  issues  to  con- 
sider when  purchasing  a  sound  system 
for  a  local  church.  Both  Scott  and 
Tom  are  employed  at  The  Woodwind 
and  the  Brasswind,  a  large  music  cen- 
ter in  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Next  year's  retreat  will  be  held 
March  13-15  at  Stonecroft  Retreat 
Center  in  Hollister,  Missouri,  just  out- 
side Branson. 

—  reported  by  Richard  Winfield 


Senior  Citizen  Sunday  at  St.  James  Brethren 
Church  celebrated  with  a  county  fair  theme 


St.  James,  Md.  —  Senior  Cit- 
izen Sunday  was  observed  Sun- 
day February  27,  at  the  St. 
James  Brethren  Church  with  a 
county  fair  theme. 

Like  other  county  fairs,  this 
one  had  a  "tractor  pull,"  water- 
melon-eating  contest,    and   a 
milking  contest  (using  a  paper 
cow   with    a   rubber   udder!). 
There  was  also 
an    exhibit    of 
homemade 
cakes,  pies,  jel- 
lies,  and  jams, 
provided        by 
members  of  the 
congregation. 
These         were 
judged  and 

then  auctioned 
off.  The  top  bid- 
getter  was  Althea  Rases 's  coconut 
custard  pie,  which  went  for  $90.  In 
all,  the  auction  raised  more  than 
$500,  which  went  to  the  church's 
Project  2000  Building  Fund  for  an 
addition  to  the  church  building. 

Entertainment  was  provided  by  a 
barbershop  quartet  and  by  some  of 
the  young  people  of  the  church, 
who  performed  a  square  dance.  The 
seniors  in  attendance  were  also  able 
to  entertain  themselves  by  taking 
part  in  games  of  ring  toss,   milk 


Entertainment  for 
die  St.  James  Seniors 
was  provided  by  sing- 
ers (above,  I.  to  r.) 
Joe  Schnehly,  Mike 
Starliper  Tim  McMil- 
lan, and  Jim  Swisher; 
and  by  square  dancers 
(at  left,  I.  to  r)  Sierra 
Hite,  Jason  McMil- 
lan, Kristin  Magin- 
nis.  and  Matt  Rouse 
(and  by  other  young 
bottle  drop,  and  people  "ot  shown). 
bushel  basketball  drop,  or  by  com- 
peting in  a  marble-shooting  contest. 
Sandra  Culler,  who  reported  the 
event,  summed  it  up  this  way:  "It 
was  indeed  a  fun-filled  time  as  we 
honored  our  seniors,  who  have 
served  faithfully  over  the  years  the 
once-existing  little  weather-board 
church  that  stood  on  the  hill  in  St. 
James  and  which  now  sits  on  anoth- 
er site  nearby,  made  of  bricks,  mor- 
tar, and  love."  [D] 


Check  for  India 

Ashland,   Ohio   —  Ann 

DeVeny  recently  present- 
ed a  $2,000  check  from 
the  Northgate  Community 
Church  of  Manteca,  Calif, 
to  Missionary  Ministries 
Director  Reilly  Smith.  The 
money  will  be  used  to  pay 
for  construction  of  a  vil- 
lage church  building  for 
Brethren  Mission  of  India. 
The  Northgate  Brethren, 
who  recently  had  some  re- 
pair work  done  on  their 
own  church  building,  were 
challenged  by  the  idea  that 
for  $2,000  they  could  pay  for  construc- 
tion of  an  entire  church  building  in 
India.  Most  of  the  $2,000  was  received 


in  one  special  offering.  Mrs.  DeVeny 's 
husband,  Dr  Dan  DeVeny,  served  until 
June  as  pastor  of  the  Northgate  Church. 
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Ashland's  Park  Street  Brethren  Church  is  a 
"seven-day-a-week  neighborhood  of  faith" 


The  following  article  appeared  in 
the  March  20, 2000,  issue  of  the  Mans- 
field, Ohio,  News  Journal.  It  was 
written  by  News  Journal  reporter 
Ron  Simon.  It  is  reprinted  here  by 

permission.  (Photos  by  Richard  Winfleld) 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  On  a  Thursday 
morning  at  the  Park  Street  Breth- 
ren Church,  this  neighborhood  of 
faith  is  a  busy  place. 

More  than  just  a  church,  or  a  wor- 
ship center  as  it  is  now  called,  this  is 
a  community  of  buildings  filled  with 
activity. 

The  ladies  of 
the  sewing  group 
have  their  own 
workroom  and 
are  busy  turning 
out  quilts,  baby 
blankets  and 
clothing  that  will 
go  to  a  mission 
in   Kentucky,   an 


idea  of  God  as  both  taskmaster  and 
friend. 

Later  in  the  day,  basketball  play- 
ers will  show  up 
for  a  workout  in 
the  gymnasium. 

On  other  days, 
people  will  gath- 
er in  classrooms 
to  watch  their 
weight,  deal  with 
the  sorrow  of  di- 
vorce, study  the 
Bible,       practice 


Indian  reservation  in  Montana  and 
to  a  young  couple  in  Ashland. 

In  the  classrooms,  5-year-old 
Dante  Smith  is  grinning  as  he  uses 
his  mouse  to  tour  "The  Magic 
School  Bus  in  the  Ocean." 

Just  off  the  huge  gymnasium, 
MOPS— Mothers  Of  Preschoolers- 
is  having  a  meeting. 

In  his  book-lined,  second-floor 
study,  the  Rev.  Arden  Gilmer  works 
on  next  Sunday's  sermon.  In  a  clut- 
tered room  that  seems  designed  for 
thinking,  Gilmer  is  working  on  the 


their  choir  singing  or  have 
dinner  together. 

"We're  a  seven-day-a- 
week  church,"  Gilmer 
said.  "Something  is 
always  going  on  or  going 
through  here  every  day." 

Now  in  his  21st  year  at 
Park  Street,  Gilmer  said 
Sunday  is  still  this  neigh- 
borhood's biggest  day. 
Average  worship  attend- 
ance is  more  than  600,  and  Sunday 
school  brings  440  people  together. 

This  is  an  older  church.  "Birthed," 
Gilmer  said,  on  the  campus  of  Ash- 
land College  in  1879.  The  brick 
church  on  Park  Street  was  built  in 
1920.  The  attached  Christian  Educa- 
tion Center  was  built  in  the  1960s, 
and  the  Family  Life  Center  in  1995. 
Even  though  Gilmer  is  assisted  by 
pastors  Bob  Buford,  Don  Belsterling 
and  Sherry  Van  Duyne,  the  church 
recently  hired  Dan  Phillip  as  opera- 
tions manager. 


Above,  Renee  Ward  helps  some  of  Park 
Street  School's  kindergarten  students 
with  their  reading.  At  left,  (I.  to  r)  Alice 
Ingraham,  Kathy  Mack,  and  Gloria 
Albrecht  work  on  sewing  projects.  Far 
left,  these  men  get  together  at  six  o  'clock 
on  Tuesday  mornings  to  play  basketball 
in  Park  Street's  gymnasium. 

This  neighborhood  of  faith  keeps 
getting  bigger  and  busier. 

When  they  aren't  making  quilts 
or  blankets,  the  ladies  of  the  Sewing 
Group  enjoy  lots  of  talk.  "We're  just 
a  small  part  of  the  whole  thing  but 
we  do  a  lot  of  work,"  Marceal  Zim- 
merman said.  Marjorie  Meyer  said 
some  of  the  products  of  the  group's 
work  go  to  a  Blackfoot  reservation 
in  Montana  where  her  daughter 
once  taught  school. 

The  two  are  joined  by  Alice  Ingi'a- 
ham,  Kathy  Mack,  and  Gloria  Al- 
brecht. 

"We  were  once  a  pretty  large 
group,"  Zimmerman  said.  "Now  so 
many  women  are  working." 

But  this  group  works,  too,  turning 
out  items  that  could  wind  up  at 
nearby  Dale-Roy  School. 

In  the  day-care  center  across  the 
hall,  the  5-year-olds  in  Renee  Ward's 
kindergarten  class  were  creating  a 
rain  forest  in  their  room  with  col- 
ored bits  of  paper.  "There  are  mon- 
keys and  birds  and  butterflies  and 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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ureirid  Dreinren  Church  is 
active  in  the  Lord'  service 

Bellefontaine,  Ohio  —  The  past  half 
year  has  been  an  active  time  for  the 
Gretna  Brethren  Church,  according  to 
Gretna  member  Betty  Deardurff. 

In  mid-December  the  Power  Team  came 
to  Bellefontaine,  with  a  number  of  Gret- 
na people  attending  their  presentations. 
The  Power  Team  is  a  group  of  dedicated 
Christian  men  who  demonstrate  physical 
strength  by  bench-pressing  huge  logs, 
rolling  frying  pans  like  tortilla  shells,  and 
breaking  walls  of  ice.  As  they  do  so,  they 
share  the  Gospel  and  their  Christian  tes- 
timony, making  for  a  powerful  presenta- 
tion. Hundreds  from  the  community  made 
decisions  for  Christ  at  the  gatherings. 

Also  in  December,  just  before  Christ- 
mas, the  Gretna  Brethren  distributed 
JESUS  videos  house-to-house  in  a  ten- 
mile  square  surrounding  their  church 
building.  They  gave  out  a  total  of  700 
videos  in  this  rural  community. 


The  Gretna  Brethren  Youth  In  Christ 
(BYIC)  group  has  been  hosting  "Fire 
Escape,"  a  gathering  of  young  people  of 
the  community  for  games,  fun,  worship, 
and  a  speaker.  Held  once  a  month  in  the 
Gretna  Church  facilities,  around  40 
youth  usually  come,  with  as  many  as  60 
in  attendance  on  occasion. 

Ten  Gretna  BYIC  members  traveled  to 
the  Smithville  Brethren  Church  for  a 
spring  youth  rally  and  came  home  with 
the  traveling  Ohio  BYIC  plaque.  Then 
40  youth  and  adults  from  Gretna  headed 
to  Detroit  for  "Stand  Up!" — a  huge  youth 
rally  in  the  Pontiac  Silverdome.  Spon- 
sored by  Teen  Mania  Ministries,  Stand 
Up!  included  top-name  speakers  (Josh 
McDowell,  Ron  Luce,  Reggie  White) 
and  great  bands  (the  Newsboys,  Rebecca 
St.  James,  and  the  O.C.  Supertones). 

Other  special  events  at  the  Gretna 
Church  included  the  baptism  of  five  peo- 
ple in  February  and  a  church  birthday 
party  that  same  month  with  about  100 
people  of  all  ages  attending  for  the  cele- 
bration. In  addition  to  these  special 
events,  the  congregation — under  the 
leadership  of  Pastor  Lynn  Mercer  and 
Ministry  Associates  Jamie  Hurley  and 
Julie  Weiskittle — has  been  growing  spir- 
itually through  Bible  study,  worship, 
prayer,  and  fellowship.  Says  Mrs.  Dear- 
durff, "We  are  celebrating  the  love  of  our 
God  together."  [^] 


Park  Street  Church 

{continued  from  page  11) 
bugs,"  a  happy  Cody  Holcomb  said 
as  he  hung  green  strips  of  paper 
from  a  string  that  represented  the 
forest's  canopy.  "And  leopards,  too," 
he  said. 

In  several  rooms  preschoolers 
were  exercising,  coloring,  eating 
and  sometimes  napping,  depending 
on  the  schedule.  Ward  said  not  all 
the  children  come  from  Park  Street 
families.  "Some  parents  decided 
this  is  a  good  place  for  their  chil- 
dren to  be,"  she  said. 

There  were  children  running  in 
the  gymnasium  and  playing  with 
toys  while  MOPS  met  in  a  class- 
room. "We  do  a  book  study," 
Stephanie  Gravitt  said.  "It's  a  par- 
enting book  called  Boundaries  With 
Kids.  It's  Bible-based."  She  said 
that  while  moms  learn  more  about 
their  trade,  a  couple  of  baby-sitters 
keep  an  eye  on  the  kids. 

Susan  McGovern  of  Ashland,  who 
works  three  days  a  week  doing  med- 


ical records  at  MedCentral/Mans- 
field  Hospital,  said,  "This  does  won- 
ders for  me.  It's  helping  me  to  be  a 
better  mother.  It's  good  just  to  be 
around  other  mothers." 

Sometime  in  the  afternoon,  long 
after  the  MOPS,  the  small  children 
and  the  Sewing  Group,  have  gone 
home,  the  basketball  players  break 
sweat  in  the  gym.  Many,  like  Greg 
Lattanzi,  a  freshman  at  Columbus 
State,  come  here  during  spring  break. 
Lattanzi,  who  is  headed  for  the 
Marine  Corps,  was  baptized  at  Park 
Street  just  a  couple  of  months  ago. 

In  addition  to  basketball,  he  and 
some  other  players  would  attend 
"The  Crossing"  with  the  Rev.  Don 
Belsterling.  "It's  a  service  for  people 
who  don't  normally  go  to  church," 
Lattanzi  said.  "It's  upbeat  and 
youthful." 

But  soon  the  basketball  players 
would  clear  out.  There  was  a  ban- 
quet in  the  works.  Just  another 
event  at  one  of  Ashland's  busiest 
neighborhoods.  fij'] 


Brethren  lady  Maria  Miranda,  seen 
here  with  her  husband  Juan  (I.)  and  with 
the  president  of  National  Religious  Broad- 
casters (NRB),  received  Aro  awards  in 
February  for  her  Spanish  radio  ministiy, 
''Para  Ti  Mujer  "  On  February  6,  she 
received  the  NRB  s  Milestone  Award 
(shown),  given  to  religious  radio  pro- 
grams that  have  aired  for  at  least  20 
years.  Mrs.  Miranda  is  the  first  to  receive 
this  award  for  a  Hispanic  radio  program. 
Then  on  February  24.  Excellence  in  Media 
of  Hollywood  awarded  Mrs.  Miranda — 
for  the  second  year  in  a  row — its  presti- 
gious Angel  Award,  recognizing  "Para  Ti 
Mujer"  as  the  most  outstanding  radio 
program  in  its  category. 
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Celebrating  a  Century  of  Brethren  Foreign  l\/lissions 

By  Dale  R.  Stoffer 


THIS  SEPTEMBER  The  Brethren 
Church  will  achieve  a  milestone 
that  deserves  celebration.  That 
milestone  is  the  100th  anniversary 
of  missionary  activity  in  The  Breth- 
ren Church,  which  got  its  start  in 
September  1900  with  the  formation 
of  the  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 

The  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
was  the  sole  foreign  missionary 
agency  for  The  Brethren  Church 
from  1900  through  1939.  Following 
the  division  of  the  church  in  1939, 
the  Foreign  Missionary  Society  went 
with  the  Grace  Brethren.  Neverthe- 
less, a  number  of  the  influential  offi- 
cers and  pioneer  missionaries  of  the 
Society  prior  to  the  division  were 
people  who  were  committed  to  the 
"Ashland"  Brethren.  And  the  for- 
eign-mission compulsion  of  the  Soci- 
ety was  carried  on  in  our  denomina- 
tion by  the  Missionary  Board  and 
now  by  its  successor,  the  Missionary 
Ministries  Council. 

This  article  will  provide  an  over- 
view of  foreign  mission  activities 
that  have  resulted  as  a  consequence 
of  the  formation  of  the  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society.  Those  activities 
form  an  exciting  chapter  in  the  his- 
tory of  The  Brethren  Church. 

Background  of  the  Society 

Even  before  the  formation  of  The 
Brethren  Church  in  1883,  our  par- 
ent denomination,  the  German  Bap- 
tist Brethren  Church,  had  started 
foreign  mission  work  in  1876  in 
Denmark.  The  "Progressive  Breth- 
ren," as  we  were  known  before  the 
1882  division,  were  strong  advo- 
cates of  all  forms  of  mission  (as  were 


many  in  the  main  body  of  the 
church,  which  became  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  in  1908). 

Following  the  division  in  1882  and 
the  formation  of  The  Brethren 
Church  in  1883,  the  weighty  task  of 
reorganizing  all  aspects  of  church 
life  caused  the  Brethren  to  be  very 
slow  in  addressing  foreign  missions. 
At  the  1892  General  Conference,  a 
National  Mission 
Board  was  orga- 
nized, but  it  fo- 
cused on  home 
mission  work. 

During    the 
second  half  of 
the  1890s,  agi- 
tation for  for- 
eign    missions 
came   from   sev- 
eral  different   di- 
rections.       A 
Jacob  C.  Cassel,        number  of  in- 
" Father  oj  Brethren     fl^ential    lead- 
toreis-n  Missions  ■  , , 

*  ers      in      the 

church  wrote  and  spoke  about  the 
great  need  and  opportunity  for  for- 
eign work.  Among  these  leaders 
were  Jacob  C.  Cassel  (whose  contin- 
ual advocacy  for  foreign  work 
earned  him  the  title  "Father  of 
Brethren  Foreign  Missions"),  Louis 
S.  Bauman,  J.  Allen  Miller,  J.O.  Tal- 
ley,  and  C.F  Yoder. 

In  1896  a  Missionary  Circle  was 
formed  at  General  Conference 
which  passed  a  resolution  "that  we 
direct  our  attention  to  foreign  mis- 
sions." Churches  began  to  hold  mis- 
sionary conventions  (we  would  call 
them  missionary  conferences  today) 
to  generate  enthusiasm  for  missions 


among  laity  and  pastors.  The  first 
was  held  at  the  Milledgeville,  Illinois, 
Brethren  Church  in  1897. 

In  spite  of  the  growing  sentiment 
for  foreign  missions,  many  in  the 
church  were  cautious  or  critical  of 
such  an  effort.  Their  concern  was 
that  The  Brethren  Church  needed  to 
be  more  firmly  established  at  home, 
and  they  feared  that  the  church 
would  overextend  its  limited  re- 
sources by  engaging  in  foreign  work. 

Organized  "under  the  trees" 

Those  at  the  forefront  of  the  push 
for  foreign  missions  came  to  the 
1900  General  Conference  determined 
to  organize  a  foreign  missions  agency. 
Their  desire  to  organize  an  agency 
within  the  structure  of  conference 
itself,  however,  was  rebuffed.  Accord- 
ing to  Louis  S.  Bauman 's  account, 
"The  missionary  enthusiasts  were  in- 
formed that  there  was  plenty  of  room 
'out  under  the  trees'  where  they 
could  go  to  effect  their  organization." 

This  is  precisely  what  they  did. 

On  a  little  knoll  to  the  north  of  the 

building  where  the  conference  was 

being   held,    52   charter   members 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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effected  the  organization  of  the 
Foreign  Missionary  Society.  They 
adopted  a  constitution  that  had 
been  drawn  up  by  the  president  of 
Ashland  College,  J.  Allen  Miller. 

The  Society  was  affiliated  with 
The  Brethren  Church  as  its  agent  in 
foreign  missions,  but  the  business  of 
the  Society  was  independent  of  Gen- 
eral Conference.  During  the  years 
1909  to  1912,  attempts  were  made 
to  unify  the  work  of  the  National 
Missionary  Board  and  the  Society. 
Unification  was  not  realized,  but  in 
1912  it  was  decided  that  the  two  or- 
ganizations should  hold  joint  meet- 
ings to  coordinate  their  work. 

Mission  work  in  Persia 

After  its  formation,  the  Society 
initiated  a  search  for  a  promising 
mission  field.  In  1902  Louis  S.  Bau- 
man  became  acquainted  with  Yonan 
Auraham,  a  Persian  national.  Aura- 
ham  joined  Bauman's  congregation 
in  Philadelphia 
that  year  and 
began  sharing 
his  vision  to 
return  to 

Persia  as  a 
missionary 
with  the 

backing      of 
his    new    de- 
nomination. 
On  August  29, 
1902,  the  Society 
voted  to  "rec- 
ognize       the     ^'^"«"  Auraham 
need  of  missionary  work  in  Persia," 
and  it  authorized  Auraham  to  open 
a  Brethren  mission  station  in  that 
country  (present-day  Iran). 

Auraham  returned  to  his  home- 
land in  1903.  He  was  to  be  joined 
there  by  another  Brethren  mission- 
ary, Alice  Harley,  but  unfortunately 
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she  died  before  leaving  for  Persia. 
The  Persian  work  faced  another 
severe  difficulty:  fighting  between 
Turks  and  Armenians  jeopardized 
the  safety  of  missionaries  there. 

The  Society  decided  to  investigate 
the  feasibility  of  continued  work  in 
the  area.  Charles  (C.F.)  Yoder,  secre- 
tary of  the  Society,  traveled  to  Per- 
sia in  1905,  but  his  investigation 
was  hampered  by  the  warfare.  His 
guarded  assessment  caused  the 
Society  to  phase  out  its  support  of 
the  Persian  field  by  1906.  Auraham 
continued  his  work  on  a  self-support- 
ing basis  until  his  death  in  1915. 

Canada 

In  1902,  The  Brethren  Church  also 
assumed  responsibility  for  mission 
work  in  Montreal,  which  had  been 

^ ^    founded   by   the 

German  Baptist 
Brethren  in 
1899.  In  1903, 
Vianna  De- 

twiler  began 
work  at  the  mis- 
sion, focusing  on 
evangelizing  the 
English-speak- 
ing population 
Viamia  Detwiler  in  the  predomi- 
nantly French-speaking  city.  Both 
C.F.  Yoder  and  J.C.  Cassel  also  served 
the  mission.  The  work  never  be- 
came well-established,  however,  and 
it  was  closed  in  1916. 


^^V^ 


Brethren  missionaries 
to  Canada 

Vianna  Detwiler 

A.B.  Maldeis 

Charles  and  Pearl  Yoder 

Jacob  Cassel 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morton  Sands 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Broad 


Argentina 

The  next  Brethren  mission  field — 
and  the  first  to  result  in  a  perma- 
nent Brethren  presence — was  Argen- 
tina. The  Society  invested  greater 
research  and  planning  into  begin- 
ning this  work  than  it  had  into  the 
Persian  work.  Missionaries  selected 
to  begin  this  mission  were  C.F.  and 
Pearl  Yoder  and  Bertha  Bell.  They 
arrived  in  Argentina  in  1909. 

The  Yoders  chose  Rio  Cuarto,  the 
capital  of  the  province  of  Cordoba, 
as  the  site  of  the  first  mission  work. 
Over  the  next  20  years  they  were 
joined  by  numerous  other  Brethren 
workers.  The  field  progressed  slow- 
ly but  steadily,  and  by  1930  the 
Brethren  had  established  15  mis- 
sion stations  outside  of  Rio  Cuarto. 

At  the  time  of  the  division  in  1939, 
this  work  in  Argentina  remained 
with  the  Grace  Brethren  churches, 
which  continued  mission  work 
there.  Currently  the  church  has  20 
established  congregations  and  25 
church  plants,  with  a  total  average 
weekly  attendance  of  1,000. 


Brethren  missionaries 

to  Argentina* 

(the  original  mission) 

Bertha  Bell 

Charles  and  Pearl  Yoder 
Leonard  and  Maude  (Cripe)  Webb 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  Atkinson 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.H.  Bock 
Clarence  and  Loree  Sickel 
Edwin  and  Muriel  Boardman 
Percy  and  Lora  Yett 
Johanna  Nielsen 
Laura  Larson  (Wagner) 
Paul  and  Dortha  Dowdy 
Hill  and  Dorothy  Maconaghy 

*Only  those  who   served   or  began 
serving  before  1940  are  listed. 
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Dr.  Charles  and  Pearl  Yoder  and  their  familv  in  1928 


Africa 

Brethren  mission  work  in  Africa 
owes  much  to  the  vision  and  perse- 
verance of  one  man,  James  S.  Grib- 
ble.  In  1904  Gribble  was  converted 
under  Louis  S.  Bauman's  ministry 
at  the  Philadelphia  First  Brethren 
Church.  He  soon  developed  a  bur- 
den for  African  missions,  but  the 
Brethren  were  marshalling  their  re- 
sources into  opening  the  new  field 
in  Argentina.  He  therefore  decided 
to  serve  with  African  Inland  Mission 
(AIM)  and  in  1908  began  ministry 
in  what  is  present-day  Kenya. 

In  1913  Gribble  married  the  very 
capable  Florence  Newberry,  who  had 
come  to  Africa  on  the  same  boat  as 
Gribble  and  served  at  the  same  AIM 
mission  station.  Their  joint  burden 
became  a  region  of  French  Equato- 
rial Africa  known  as  Oubangui- 
Chari  (located  in  today's  Central 
African  Republic  and  partly  in  the 
Republic  of  Chad).  Because  AIM  did 


Florence  and  James  Gribble  shortly 
after  their  wedding  in  1913.* 

not  have  work  in  this  area,  the  Crib- 
bles sought  the  sponsorship  of  the 
Brethren  for  opening  this  new  field. 

"Photo  of  the  Gribbles  reproduced  from  Stranger 
Than  Fiction.  ©  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Grace  Brethren  Church;  used  by  permission. 


Even  though  this 
new  field  was  ap- 
proved in  1914, 
the  outbreak  of 
World  War  I  and 
problems  gaining 
entrance  into 
French  Equatori- 
al Africa  delayed 
the  Gribbles'  ar- 
rival until  1921. 
The  work  in 
Oubangui-Chari 
moved  forward 
under  the  Grib- 
bles' leadership.  A 
number  of  Brethren  missionaries 
who  went  to  this  field  succumbed  to 
disease,  however,  including  James 
Gribble  himself  in  1923. 

Despite  these  hardships,  this  mis- 
sion field  has  been  one  of  the  most 
successful  for  the  Grace  Brethren. 
In  the  Central  African  Republic, 
there  are  currently  837  Brethren 
churches  and  60  additional  "Points 
of  Light"  (meeting  places),  with  a 
total  membership  of  194,360.  In 
Chad  there  are  an  additional  120 
churches  (1999  figure),  with  a  mem- 
bership (1998  figure)  of  15,500. 

China 

In  addition  to  the  successful  mis- 
sion work  in  Argentina  and  Africa, 
the  Brethren  also  began  a  short-lived 
work  in  China.  Although  the  Society 
did  not  officially  approve  China  as  a 
mission  field  until  1923,  the  Long 
Beach,  Calif,  First  Brethren  Church 
began  supporting  a  missionary  there 
in  1916.  She  was  Rose  M.  Foulke, 
who  worked  in  China  under  an  in- 
dependent faith  mission. 

In  1923  the  Society  approved 
Long  Beach  members  Walter  and 
Eleanor  Elliott  as  missionaries  to 
develop  a  church-planting  effort  in 
China.  Another  missionary,  Alice 
Evans,  went  to  China  that  same 
year.  Despite  a  time  of  fruitful  ser- 
vice, the  mission  closed  in  1924. 

After  tlie  division 

One  of  the  results  of  the  heart- 
wrenching  division  within  The  Breth- 
ren Church  in  1939  was,  as  noted 
earlier,  the  decision  of  the  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  to  affiliate  with 
the  Fellowship  of  (Grace)  Brethren 
Churches.  This  meant  that  The 
Brethren  Church  had  to  rebuild  its 


Bretliren  missionaries 
to  Central  African  Republic* 

James  and  Florence  Gribble 

Estella  Myers 

Antoine  and  Mary  Rollier 

Myrtle  Mae  Snyder 

Orville  and  Charlotte  Jobson 

Allen  Bennett 

Minnie  Deeter 

John  and  Carrie  Hathaway 

Chauncey  and  Hattie  Sheldon 

Florence  Bickel 

Mary  Ennnnert 

Lester  and  Minnie  Kennedy 

Elizabeth  Tyson 

Joseph  and  Rose  Foster 

Floyd  and  Ada  Taber 

Grace  Byron 

Edna  Patterson 

Mabel  Crawford  (Hamilton) 

Curtis  and  Bertha  Morrill 

Jake  and  Freda  Kliever 

*Only   those   who   served   or  began 
serving  before  1940  are  Usted. 


foreign  missions  program  from  the 
ground  up. 

At  the  1940  General  Conference, 
the  Missionary  Board  was  autho- 
rized to  carry  out  foreign  mission 
work  for  the  denomination.  (Ironi- 
cally, this  board  had  been  chartered 
in  1892  to  engage  in  both  domestic 
and  foreign  work.)  Most  of  the 
Argentine  field  went  with  the  Grace 
Brethren,  so  one  of  the  first  actions 
of  the  board  was  to  ask  C.F.  Yoder, 
who  had  retired  to  Ashland,  Ohio,  in 
1937,  to  return  to  Argentina  and  to 
reestablish  the  work.  His  new  focus 
became  the  cities  of  Rosario,  Cordo- 
ba, and  Buenos  Aires. 

Yoder  followed  the  conventional 
missions  wisdom  of  the  day,  which 
believed  that  mission  work  should 
be  overseen  by  the  missionaries.  Yet, 


Brethren  missionaries 

to  Argentina 

(in  the  work  begun  after  1939) 

Charles  and  Pearl  Yoder 
Robert  and  Jane  Byler 
June  Byler 

John  and  Regina  Rowsey 
Ken  and  Jeanette  Solomon 
Ray  and  Marilyn  Aspinall 
Juan  Carlos  and  Maria  Miranda 
William  and  Fran  Curtis 
Mark  and  Chantal  Logan 
William  and  Sharon  Winter 
Allen  Baer 
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to  his  credit,  he  beheved  in  raising 
up  Argentine  workers  to  assist  him, 
a  practice  that  paid  great  dividends 
in  producing  many  capable  leaders. 
The  Argentine  church  now  has  25 
churches  with  several  additional 
meeting  places  and  a  total  member- 
ship of  approximately  1,150.  It  is  a 
missionary-minded  church,  sending 
personnel  to  work  with  Brethren 
missions  in  Paraguay  (established  by 
the  Argentine  church)  and  Colombia. 
In  addition,  Juan  Carlos  and  Maria 
Miranda  are  products  of  the  Argen- 
tine Brethren  Church. 

Nigeria 

At  the  time  of  the  division,  the 
mission  work  in  Africa  also  went 
with  the  Grace  Brethren.  In  1948 
the  Brethren  returned  to  Africa, 
this  time  in  cooperation  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  its  work 
in  northeastern 
Nigeria.  The 
Church  of  the 
Brethren  had 
opened  this 
work  in  Nigeria 
in  1923,  and  it 
had  experi- 
enced steady 
progress  and 
growth.  Veda 
Liskey  of  Har- 
risonburg, Vir- 
ginia, was  the  ^^"^  Liskey 
first  of  a  number  of  Brethren 
Church  missionaries  to  serve  in 
Nigeria.  In  1956  Brethren  Church 
personnel  extended  the  outreach  of 
the  mission  among  the  Higi  people. 

The  Lord  has  richly  blessed  the 
work  of  both  Brethren  groups  in 
Nigeria.  Today  the  church  is  self- 
governing  and  has   (1998  figures) 


Brethren  missionaries 
to  Nigeria* 

Veda  Liskey 
Janet  King 

Robert  and  Beatrice  Bischof 
Doc  and  Jean  Shank 
Charles  and  Marguarite  Kraft 
Harold  (Buzz)  and  Shirley  Bowers 
Larry  and  Rose  Bolinger 
Richard  and  Kay  Winfield 
Jerry  and  Cheryl  Grieve 

*Only  missionaries  from  The  Brethren 
Church  (not  those  from  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren)  are  listed. 


339  churches  with  a  combined  mem- 
bership of  130,000-140,000  and  a 
estimated  average  attendance  of  be- 
tween 150,000-200,000. 

India 

A  new  chapter  in  Brethren  Church 
missions  has  been  the  opening  of 
mission  fields  through  foreign  na- 
tionals who  have  come  for  training 
at  Ashland  Theological  Seminary.  In 
1970  K.  Prasanth  Kumar,  a  1969 
graduate  of  the  seminary,  began 
mission  work  on  behalf  of  the 
Brethren  in  Rajahmundry,  located 
in  eastern  India.  Kumar  has  used  a 
multi-faceted  ministry  to  advance 
the  cause  of  Christ:  orphanages, 
medical  ministry,  vocational  train- 
ing, relief  work,  a  Bible  institute, 
and  various  forms  of  evangelism. 
For  a  time  the  Kumars  were  assist- 
ed by  Prasanth's  brother  and  sister- 
in-law,  Vijay  and  Sujatha  Kumar. 
And  now  the  Kumars'  son  and 
daughter-in-law,  Sudhir  and  Latha 
Kumar,  are  assisting  with  the  work. 

The  mission  has  expanded  to  many 
villages  and  to  the  cities  of  Visak- 
hapatnam,  Vijayawada,  and  Hyder- 
abad. As  of  July  1999  Kumar  had 
212  pastors  and  evangelists  sharing 
the  ministry,  and  there  were  nearly 
7,000  baptized  members. 

l\/lalaysia 

In  1974,  upon  graduation  from 
the  seminary,  David  Loi  Lee-Hoot,  a 
Malaysian-born  man  of  Chinese  de- 
scent, returned  to  Malaysia  and 
began  a  Brethren  work  in  Penang. 
Presently  a  co-worker,  David  Chew, 
leads  the  church  in  Penang,  while 
David  and  Jenny  Loi  serve  the 
church  in  Johor  Bahru.  Ministry  in 
this  heavily  Islamic  nation  is  diffi- 
cult and  has  focused  on  the  signifi- 
cant Chinese  population. 

Peru 

Another  Brethren  work  pioneered 
by  a  national  missionary  is  that  led 
by  Miguel  Antunez.  A  native  of 
Peru,  Miguel  came  to  America  where 
he  was  converted  through  the  His- 
panic ministry  of  former  Brethren 
missionary  Ken  Solomon  in  Seirasota, 


In  1983  Brethren  mission  work  was 
begun  in  Bolivia  by  Bolivian  national 
Vidal  Juarez  and  his  family.  They  later  left 
The  Brethren  Church,  and  the  work  ceased. 


Florida.  Miguel  attended  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary  for  one  year 
but  was  forced  to  return  to  Peru  due 
to  immigration  restrictions.  In  1991 
Miguel  began  a  Brethren  mission  in 
Lima,  Peru.  The  church  has  out- 
grown its  present  facility  and  is  in 
the  process  of  completely  renovat- 
ing the  building  [see  page  13). 

Colombia 

During  the  last  30  years  the  spot- 
light of  Brethren  missions  has  fo- 
cused especially  on  Latin  America. 
The  Missionary  Board  opened  a  new 
mission  in  Colombia  in  1974  when 
Ken  and  Jeanette  Solomon  began 
work  in  Medellin.  In  1984  Mark  and 
Chantal  Logan  helped  open  a  new 


Brethren  missionaries 
to  Colombia 

Ken  and  Jeanette  Solomon 
Carolyn  Solomon 
Mark  and  Chantal  Logan 
Robert  and  Juanita  Dillard 
David  and  Diane  Kerner 
Jeanne  Bobenage 
Tim  and  Janet  Solomon 
Marcelo  and  Adriana  Ferreri 


mission  area  in  Bogota,  the  capital 
of  Colombia.  Though  there  are  no 
American  missionaries  presently 
serving  in  Colombia,  the  Argentine 
Brethren  are  giving  leadership  to 
the  church  through  Marcelo  and 
Adriana  Ferreri.  There  are  present- 
ly three  churches  in  Colombia  with 
an  average  worship  attendance  of 
about  105. 

Mexico 

In  1979  Brethren  mission  work 
began  in  Mexico  under  the  direction 
of  Juan  Carlos  Miranda,  who  was 
"on  loan"  from  The  Brethren 
Church  to  the  Fuller  Evangelistic 
Institute  in  Pasadena,  California. 
Work  began  that  year  in  Tijuana 
(since  closed)  and  Mexico  City.  Both 
Brethren  missionaries  and  Mexican 
nationals  have  continued  to  provide 


Brethren  missionaries 
to  Mexico 

Juan  Carlos  and  Maria  Miranda 
Tom  Saunders 
Tim  and  Jan  Eagle 
Todd  and  Tracy  Ruggles 
Jennifer  Thomas 
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leadership  for  this  promising  mis- 
sion field.  There  are  currently  six 
congregations  with  a  total  average 
worship  attendance  of  about  250. 

Paraguay 

The  Argentine  church  has  devel- 
oped a  commitment  to  foreign  mis- 
sions in  recent  years  as  well.  We 
have  already  noted  the  work  of  the 
Ferreris  in  Colombia.  In  1987  the 
Argentine  church  also  spearheaded 
mission  work  in  Paraguay.  The  Juan 
Anzulovich  family  was  called  to 
begin  a  ministry  in  Asuncion,  the 
capital.  This  ministry,  which  aver- 
ages about  50  in  Sunday  worship  at- 
tendance, continues  under  the  min- 
istry of  Claudio  and  Karina  Castelli. 


As  with  all  ministry,  foreign  mis- 
sion work  in  The  Brethren  Church 
has  had  its  advances  and  declines. 
Yet  God  has  promised  that  his  Word 
will  never  return  to  him  void  (Isa. 
55:11).  All  work  on  behalf  of  the 
kingdom  must  be  done  in  light  of 
this  promise;  otherwise  we  could 
easily  become  discouraged. 

God's  faithfulness 

God's  faithfulness  in  blessing  the 
commitment  of  the  Brethren  to  mis- 
sions can  be  seen  in  several  recent 
developments:  the  Argentine  church 
becoming  a  sending  church  for  mis- 
sionaries; membership  and  worship 
attendance  in  our  foreign  fields  about 
to  surpass  membership  and  worship 


attendance  of  our  church  in  America; 
God's  use  of  the  seminary  and  of 
key  individuals  as  instruments  to 
challenge  nationals  to  consider  mis- 
sion work.  May  the  words  "GO  YE" 
that  occupy  such  a  prominent  place 
in  the  Brethren  seal  continue  to  oc- 
cupy just  as  prominent  a  place  in 
the  life  of  The  Brethren  Church 
during  the  next  century  of  Brethren 
missions.  [i}'] 

Dr.  Staffer  is  Professor  of  Historical 
Theology  at  Ashland  Theological  Sem- 
inary and  chair  of  the  Missionary  Min- 
istries Council  of  The  Brethren  Church. 

Editor's  note:  If,  despite  our  diligent  efforts, 
the  name  of  any  Bretfiren  n,issionary  was 
omitted,  please  know  ttiat  it  was  unintentional. 
Please  inform  the  editor  of  any  such  omissions. 


General  Conference 
Offerings 

BRETHREN  attending  General 
Conference  will  be  challenged 
with  opportunities  to  share  in  the 
funding  of  four  significant  projects 
in  The  Brethren  Church  when  Con- 
ference offerings  are  taken  during 
the  four  evening  worship  services. 

In  past  years  a  number  of  Breth- 
ren who  have  not  attended  General 
Conference  have  indicated  a  desire 
to  participate  in  the  Conference  of- 
ferings. In  order  that  anyone  whom 
God  so  leads  may  participate  in  these 
offerings,  and  in  order  that  those 
who  attend  General  Conference  may 
come  prepared,  information  about 
the  offerings  is  presented  here. 

Monday's  offering  will  provide 
start-up  costs  for  Brethren  Service 
Corps,  a  new  ministry  that  will 
make  arrangements  for  Brethren 
people  to  serve  in  short-term  mis- 
sion and  service  projects.  Possible 
assignments  might  include  account- 
ing services,  administrative  assist- 
ance, teaching,  construction,  disaster 
relief,  and  much  more.  Assignments 
could  last  from  a  month  to  a  year 
Brethren  Service  Corps  members  will 
raise  their  own  support,  receive  ori- 
entation and  training,  and  serve  in  a 
variety  of  ministries  in  the  United 
States  or  other  countries.  The  goal 
of  this  offering  is  $12,000  to  provide 
staffing,  resources,  and  training  op- 
portunities to  launch  this  ministry. 

Tuesday's  offering  will  provide 
scholarships  for  Brethren  churches 


to  participate  in  Renewing  Pastor 
and  People,  the  church  renewal  and 
redevelopment  process  presented  at 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary  (see 
article  on  pages  9  and  11).  The  goal 
of  this  offering  is  $10,000  to  provide 
scholarships  for  ten  churches  to  par- 
ticipate in  this  process. 

Wednesday's  offering  will  pro- 
vide funds  to  remodel  the  building 
purchased  by  South  American  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  Colon,  Argentina 
(see  interview  on  pages  6  and  7).  The 
building  is  spacious  and  sound,  but 
it  needs  some  repairs,  remodeling, 
cleaning,  and  painting.  It  will  house 
the  library,  offices,  and  several  class- 
rooms. At  least  $15,000  is  needed  to 
get  this  work  underway. 

Thursday's  offering  will  provide 
funds  to  recruit  and  help  train  ten 
new  church  planters.  Six  new 
churches  begun   over   the   last   2^/1 


years  have  led  more  than  100  people 
to  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and  have  in- 
troduced about  600  new  attenders  to 
The  Brethren  Church.  Approximate- 
ly $12,000  is  need  to  help  identify, 
recruit,  and  train  ten  more  church 
planters  over  the  next  year. 

If  you  do  not  plan  to  attend  Gen- 
eral Conference  but  desire  to  partic- 
ipate in  these  offerings,  you  may 
send  your  offering  to  the  Conference 
with  a  delegate  from  your  church. 
Or  you  may  mail  your  check  directly 
to  General  Conference  Offerings, 
The  Brethren  Church,  524  College 
Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805. 

All  checks  should  he  made  payable 
to  The  Brethren  Church.  Please  indi- 
cate in  the  memo  section  of  your 
check  for  which  offering  it  is  to  be 
used;  or  attach  a  note  to  the  check 
explaining  how  the  amount  is  to  be 
divided  among  the  offerings.  [1}'] 


General  Conference  evening 
worship:  "C'mon  down!" 

This  year's  Conference  in  Estes 
Park  will  provide  an  exciting  and 
unique  opportunity  for  every  one  of 
us  to  join  together  in  the  worship  of 
our  Lord.  In  preparing  the  music  for 
evening  worship,  we  have  taken  great 
care  to  arrange  a  comprehensive 
blend  of  hymns  and  praise  songs  that 
we  hope  will  encourage  our  brothers 
and  sisters  of  all  ages  to  seek  God's 
presence. 

To  enhance  this  opportunity,  each 
night  we  will  be  extending  an  open 
invitation  for  those  who  feel  so  led  to 


join  together  with  the  worship  team 
in  voice  from  the  stage  area.  We  will 
be  providing  lyrics  for  all  who  are  in- 
clined to  "C'mon  down."  Best  of  all, 
you  don't  need  to  prepare  or  sign  up. 
All  you  need  to  do  is  follow  the  call 
of  the  Spirit. 

The  adult  and  youth  sessions  will 
be  combined  on  Tuesday  evening  and 
Friday  morning.  You  will  receive  ad- 
ditional information  regarding  the 
worship  agenda  when  you  aiTive  at 
Estes  Park. 

We  look  forward  to  worshiping 
together  in  the  splendor  of  God's 
creation! 

-Jim  Frado.  Worship  Coordinator 
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Getting  to  Know 
Eduardo  and  Mariela  Rodriguez 

An  Interview  by  Tim  and  Janet  Solomon 


=\ 
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Many  of  you  had  the  opportunity  to 
meet  Eduardo  and  Mariela  Rodriguez 
while  they  were  in  the  United  States 
from  1995  to  1997  studying  at  Ash- 
land Theological  Seminary.  Due  to 
numerous  requests  for  more  informa- 
tion about  this  fine  couple,  we  offer  the 
following  interview,  straight  from 
Argentina.  The  interview  was  done  by 
Tim  and  Janet  Solomon,  who  were  in 
Argentina  this  spring  as  visiting  pro- 
fessors at  the  South  American  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  It  was  a  special 
privilege  for  the  Solomons  to  teach  at 
the  seminary,  for  it  was  originally 
founded  many  years  ago  as  Eden  Bible 
Institute  by  Tim's  father.  Ken  Solo- 
mon, on  the  camp  property  where  Tim 
was  raised. 

Tim:  It  is  a  personal  joy  for  me  to 
see  Eden  Bible  Institute  re-emerging 
as  a  seminary.  Eduardo,  what  roles 
do  you  and  Mariela  play  in  this  ex- 
citing new  venture? 

Eduardo:  The  project  to  revive 
Eden  Bible  Institute  was  a  challenge 
that  Mariela  and  I  accepted  while 
we  were  studying  at  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  The  combination 
of  the  need  for  leadership  develop- 
ment in  Argentina  and  the  need  for 
a  Brethren  seminary,  in  addition  to 


the  call  of  God,  resulted  in  the  for- 
mation of  the  Seminario  Teologico 
Sudamericano  (South  American 
Theological  Seminary,  STS). 


in  the  academic  part  of  the  work, 
and  Mariela  takes  care  of  the  ad- 
ministrative duties.  But  since  we 
are  the  only  staff  members  during 
these  first  few  years,  the  two  of  us 
are  involved  in  all  areas. 

We  have  designed  a  three-year 
curriculum  which  students  can 
study  by  extension.  We  began  in 
1998  with  about  120  students.  The 
study  program  combines  classes  of 
three  months  together  with  three- 
day  intensives.  These  classes  are 
taught  by  professors  from  Ashland 


Mariela  and  Eduardo  Rodriguez  (r.)  and  baby  Camila  Laura,  with  Eduardo  's  par- 
ents. Rev.  Eduardo  (Sr)  and  Norma  Rodriguez. 


Eduardo  Rodriguez  (I.)  talks  with  students  in  one  oj  the  classes  of 
the  South  American  Theological  Seminary. 


Fred  Finks,  Reilly  Smith,  and 
Emanuel  Sandberg  played  crucial 
roles  in  getting  this  project  off  the 
ground.  We  believe  that  they  were 
the  instruments  God  used  to  open 
the  doors  of  this  seminary  in  Argen- 
tina. In  addition  to  these  three,  we 
could  name  literally  hundreds  of 
people  who  were  also  used  as  instru- 
ments of  God 
when  we  re- 
member the 
tremendous 
offering  that 
was  raised  for 
STS  at  the 
1997  General 
Conference  in 
South  Bend, 
Indiana. 

Mariela  and 
I  have  the 
privilege  of 
being  the 

directors  of 
STS.  I  am  in- 
volved mainly 


Theological  Seminary  and  by  Breth- 
ren pastors  as  part  of  the  support 
we  receive  from  the  U.S.  for  our 
seminary  in  Argentina. 

Tim:  What  is  your  vision  for  the 
seminary? 

Eduardo  and  Mariela:  Our  vi- 
sion for  STS  is  that  it  would  be  an 
institution  of  Christian  formation 
for  the  South  American  leader. 
Since  its  formation,  STS  has  had  a 
vision  that  includes  all  of  South 
America.  Until  now,  classes  have 
been  held  only  in  Argentina,  but  we 
soon  hope  to  extend  ourselves  to 
Paraguay  and  Colombia.  We  have 
found  that  in  these  two  countries 
there  are  people  who  are  interested 
in  preparing  for  Christian  ministry 
in  their  own  countries. 

We  have  had  students  from  The 
Brethren  Church  in  Argentina  as 
well  as  from  other  denominations. 
We  will  continue  to  have  this  inter- 
denominational vision. 
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From  the  beginning,  part  of  our 
vision  was  to  have  our  own  building. 
After  investing  time  and  prayer  in 
searching  for  the  appropriate  place 
and  in  raising  the  necessary  funds, 
we  can  finally  rejoice  that  STS  has 
its  own  property.  On  Sunday,  May 
21,  STS  acquired  a  small  property 
located  in  a  strategic  part  of  the  city 
of  Colon.  We  praise  God  for  this  his- 
toric day.  All  this  has  been  made 
possible  thanks  to  a  loan  provided 
by  the  church  in  the  United  States 
and  the  important  donation  of  a 
couple  who  is  committed  to  support- 
ing the  ministry  of  STS. 

We  continue  working  at  raising 
funds  for  this  property  and  for  the 
needed  improvements.  In  this  build- 
ing we  will  have  space  for  offices,  a 
library,  classrooms,  a  conference 
room,  and  enough  space  to  house 
students.  We  take  this  opportunity 
to  thank  brothers  and  sisters  who 


Tim  and  Janet  Solomon  in  Rosario, 
Argentina,  where  Tim  grew  up. 

The  Solomons  are  not  strangers  to 
South  America.  Tim  lived  in  Argentina 
from  age  2  through  1 6,  then  went  with 
his  parents,  Rev.  Kenneth  and  Jeanette 
Solomon,  to  Colombia,  where  they 
began  a  new  Brethren  mission  work. 
Some  years  later  Tim  returned  to 
Colombia  with  Jan,  where  they  served 
as  Brethren  missionaries  in  Bogota. 

Tim  and  Jan  currently  serve  as  Mar- 
keting Directors  for  Campus  Crusade 
for  Christ  at  the  Campus  Caisade  inter- 
national headquarters  in  Orlando,  Fla. 
In  addition,  Tim  serves  part  time  as 
associate  pastor  of  the  Sarasota  First 
Brethren  Church,  where  Jan's  father, 
the  late  Dr.  J.D.  (Bud)  Hamel,  served 
as  pastor  for  many  years. 


have,  through  their  generous  dona- 
tions, made  possible  the  purchase  of 
books,  and  who  are  committed  to 
meeting  the  costs  associated  with 
creating  a  library,  which  is  required 
to  obtain  academic  accreditation. 

Jan:  I  came  home  from  Argenti- 
na with  three  scrapbooks  of  pic 
tures,  but  the  most-request 
ed  photo  has  been  one  of 
your  new  baby.  Please 
tell   us   about   Camila 
Laura. 

Mariela:  In  order 
to  tell  you  about 
Camila,  we  would 
need  another  whole 
article.  But  I  will 
limit  myself  to  just 
a  few  words.  Camila 
Laura  Rodriguez 
was  born  March  17, 
2000,  at  5:10  p.m.  The 
Lord  has  blessed  our 
home  with  this  precious 
baby,  who  has  filled  our  days 
with  tenderness  and  love.  Cami- 
la arrived  in  a  very  special  moment 
for  us,  since  our  families  were  in  the 
midst  of  intense  trials.  Our  prayer 
has  been  answered:  she  is  an  instru- 
ment of  peace  and  of  divine  comfort. 

Jan:  Eduardo,  how  is  the  health 
of  your  mother?  How  can  we  pray 
specifically  for  her? 

Eduardo:  My  mother.  Norma 
Rodriguez,  is  seriously  ill  and  re- 
quires intensive  medical  treatment. 
She  travels  90  minutes  daily  for 
treatment,  and  once  a  week  she 
journeys  three  hours  to  Buenos  Aires 
to  receive  chemotherapy.  She  has 
endured  two  successful  operations 
to  remove  tumors. 

Due  to  these  treatments,  she  is  very 
weak  and  is  in  need  of  your  prayers. 
Please  pray  especially  that  our  Lord 
will  renew  her  physical  strength 
and  guide  the  doctors  regarding  her 
treatment.  Norma  and  her  husband, 
co-pastors  of  the  church  at  Colon, 
are  very  grateful  for  the  prayers  of 
brothers  and  sisters  around  the 
world,  as  well  as  for  the  cards  and 
letters  she  has  received. 

Tim  and  Jan:  The  church  at 
Colon    is    really    growing.    Please 


share  the  exciting  details  with  us, 
and  especially  the  prayer  room  where 
people  uphold  those  taking  part  in 
the  service. 

Eduardo    and    Mariela:    The 

church  in  Colon  is  the  largest  Breth- 
ren church  in  Argentina,  and  it  is 
involved  in  various  areas  of 
ministry  in  the  city  and 
beyond.  We  believe  that 
its     commitment     to 
social  work  is  one  of 
the  main  strengths 
of  this  ministry. 

In  addition  to 
our  centrally  lo- 
cated Sanctuary 
of  Faith,  the 
Colon  church  has 
nine  annexes 
around  the  city. 
These  annexes  are 
centers  of  evange- 
lization and  social 
work.  In  three  of 
these  centers  people  can 
receive  medical  attention, 
and  between  85  and  100  chil- 
dren are  fed  every  weekday.  The 
church  also  provides  clothing  and 
food  to  various  families  in  the  city. 
All  this  work  takes  place  thanks 
to  the  donations  of  brothers  and 
sisters  from  different  churches  in 
Argentina  and  around  the  world. 
This  is  crucial  since  the  church  re- 
ceives no  government  aid. 

Regarding  the  prayer  room,  it  is  a 
very  special  place  located  directly 
below  the  pulpit  area.  In  that  room, 
prayer  warriors  gather  during  each 
service,  especially  while  the  Word  of 
God  is  being  preached.  Because  of 
the  room's  location,  the  preacher 
can  hear  the  murmur  of  the  prayers 
being  lifted  on  his  behalf  while  he 
preaches. 

Tim  and  Jan:  Will  we  see  you  at 
General  Conference  this  year? 

Eduardo  and  Mariela:  Yes,  the 
Lord  willing,  the  three  of  us  will 
plan  to  be  there,  along  with  the  wor- 
ship team  from  the  Colon  church. 
We'd  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  all  the  brothers  and  sisters 
who  have  sent  us  greetings  of  en- 
couragement. It  is  very  special  for 
us  to  receive  news  from  our  friends 
in  the  U.S.  m 
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Physical  Health: 

A  Spiritual  Matter 

By  Rich  Rader 
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WITH  OUR  fast-paced,  high-tech 
society,  daily  planners  with 
every  minute  scheduled,  and  fast- 
food  menus  being  the  number-one 
source  of  nutrition  in  America,  is  it 
any  wonder  that  as  a  nation  we  are 
in  such  poor  physical  health?  Statis- 
tics show  that  heart  disease  is  the 
number-one  cause  of  death  among 
adults  in  the  U.S.  And  recently,  a 
report  came  out  saying  that  obesity 
among  youth  is  at  an  all-time  high. 
Why?  In  our  country  we  simply  do 
not  take  time  to  eat  right  and  to 
exercise  as  we  should.  As  a  result, 
our  bodies  are  abused  and  damaged. 
Stewardship  is  a  topic  that  is  dis- 
cussed on  an  ongoing  basis  in  our 
churches.  But  most  of  our  conversa- 
tions about  stewardship  focus  on 
just  two  areas,  time  and  money.  I  be- 
lieve that  we  must  be  good  stewards 
of  our  time  and  our  treasure,  as  the 
Bible  teaches.  Yet  there  is  one  topic 
often  left  out  of  this  discussion  that 
is  equally  important  to  our  Chris- 
tian stewardship,  and  that  topic  is 
our  physical  health. 

Temples  of  the  Holy  Spirit 

I  believe  that  as  Christians  we 
must  be  good  stewards  of  our  physi- 
cal bodies  so  that  we  will  have  the 
physical  health  we  need  to  serve 
Christ.  In  1  Corinthians  6:19  we  read, 
"Do  you  not  know  that  your  body  is 
a  temple  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  is  in 
you,  whom  you  have  received  from 
God?"  Although  Paul  in  this  passage 
is  speaking  specifically  about  sexual 
immorality  as  an  offense  against  the 
body,  I  believe  we  can  understand 
from  this  that  anything  we  do  that 
causes  damage  to  our  physical  bod- 
ies is  doing  damage  to  the  temple  of 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

In  many  ways  it  is  ironic  that  I  am 
the  one  writing  this  article,  because 
of  the  way  I  lived  for  most  of  my  28 
years.  Many  of  you  reading  this  arti- 
cle may  know  me  from  my  music 
ministry  with  Vision  Ministries  Inter- 


national. If  so,  you  know  that  I  spent 
years  abusing  my  body.  As  a  result,  I 
reached  a  top  weight  of  340-350 
pounds;  I  wore  a  4X  shirt  and  size 
56  pants;  and  exercise  was  simply 
not  a  word  in  my  vocabulary. 

A  serious  health  situation 

Then  in  April  1999  I  was  diag- 
nosed with  type  II  diabetes,  with  my 
blood  sugar  level  near  400.  Realiz- 
ing this  as  a  serious  health  situation 
and  that  diabetes  can  have  perilous 
long-term  effects,  I  knew  that  my 


lifestyle  must  change.  I  also  realized 
that  I  could  not  make  those  changes 
by  myself  I  needed  God's  help. 

So  my  physical  health  became  a 
spiritual  matter.  I  sought  God,  ask- 
ing Him  to  change  my  attitude  to- 
ward physical  health — toward  both 
eating  and  exercise.  I  prayed  that  I 
might  have  the  strength  to  take  care 
of  myself  so  that  I  could  serve  Him 
in  accordance  with  His  call. 

Little  did  I  know  how  drastically 
God  would  change  me  when  I  com- 
mitted my  physical  life  to  Him  and 
became  a  steward  of  my  body  as  the 
temple  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  God  in 
His  wonderful  faithfulness  answered 
my  prayer  literally  overnight.  My 
life  was  changed  as  God  eliminated 
my  desire  for  junk  food  and  increased 
my  desire  to  exercise. 

In  the  days  that  followed,  I  devel- 


oped a  healthy  eating  plan  of  less 
than  50  grams  of  fat  and  225  grams 
of  carbohydrates  per  day.  I  also  exer- 
cised six  days  a  week.  The  exercise 
program  includes  cardiovascular 
workouts  along  with  strength  train- 
ing at  the  MedCentral  Health  and 
Fitness  Center  in  Mansfield,  Ohio. 

As  a  result,  I  currently  weigh  219 
pounds  and  wear  an  XL  shirt  and 
size  38  pants.  My  blood  sugar  has 
averaged  87  over  the  last  three 
months  (80  to  120  is  normal).  Also, 
as  a  new  associate  pastor  at  Living 
Waters  Community  Church,  a  Breth- 
ren church-plant  in  Mansfield,  I  have 
noticed  a  wonderful  increase  in  en- 
ergy with  which  to  serve  the  Lord. 

The  most  important  result,  how- 
ever, is  not  the  way  I  eat  nor  the  way 


Before  and  after  photos:  at  left,  Tiffany 
and  Rich  Rader  when  they  were  married 
in  October  1996;  above,  Tiffany  and  Rich 
in  a  recent  photo. 

I  exercise.  It  is  that  God  has  enabled 
me  to  realize  that  my  physical 
health  is  a  spiritual  matter.  I  chal- 
lenge you  to  allow  God  to  help  you 
realize  this  truth  as  well.  If  you  are 
a  follower  of  Jesus  Christ,  then  your 
body  is  a  temple  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Will  God  automatically  change 
your  attitudes  toward  eating  and 
exercise  overnight,  as  He  did  with 
me?  I  don't  know.  I  won't  promise 
that  He  will.  One  thing  I  do  know, 
however,  is  that  God  is  a  faithful 
God  who  desires  for  us  to  be  com- 
mitted to  Him  100  percent  in  every 
area  of  our  lives.  I  can  promise  you 
that  if  you  surrender  your  physical 
life  to  our  loving  Father,  He  will 
challenge  you,  strengthen  you,  and 
encourage  you  to  grow  in  that  area 
of  your  life  in  a  way  that  will  bring 
glory  to  His  Name!  [Ij'J 
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Dear  Ladies: 

Today,  as  I  write  to  you,  I  am  look- 
ing out  the  kitchen  window  from  a 
new  perspective.  I  see  an  empty  bird 
feeder,  deck  furniture  in  place,  and  a 
"backdoor"  neighbor  as  he  mows  his 
lawn.  It  all  looks  a  bit  strange;  but 
then  it  should.  I  am  writing  at 
Tracy's  kitchen  table,  not  my  own. 

While  I  am  trying  to  collect  my 
thoughts  and  get  them  down  on 
paper,  Don,  my  husband,  is  outdoors 
trimming  trees  and  bushes,  pulling 
weeds,  planting  flowers,  and  a  num- 
ber of  other  tasks  on  Tracy's  "Dad- 
to-do"  list.  Oh,  we  poor  abused  re- 
tired parents!  We  came  a  few  days 
early  to  see  Tracy  receive  her  Mas- 
ter of  Arts  degree  in  Clinical  Pastoral 
Counseling  from  Ashland  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  (ATS). 

As  I  look  forward  to  her  gradua- 
tion, my  mind  wanders  back  43 
years  to  Don's  graduation  from  ATS 
and  28  years  ago  when  I  received  my 
Master's  degree  in  Personnel  Coun- 
seling from  Wright  State  University. 
Both  of  these  were  great  days! 

When  I  graduated,  Don,  our  two 
kids,  my  parents,  and  several 
friends  were  there  to  celebrate  with 
me.  While  some  "older"  graduates 
chose  not  to  participate  in  the  com- 
mencement, I  felt  I  owed  it  to  David 
and  Tracy  to  see  me  receiving  my 
degree.  Then  they  would  under- 
stand those  times  with  a  baby  sitter 
or  when  Dad  did  the  cooking  and 
nightly  routines,  instead  of  Mom. 
(continued  on  page  4) 


A  FRIEND  IS  .  .  . 


This  spring  when  I  cleaned  some 
kitchen  drawers,  I  found  again  the 
towel  with  this  verse,  which  started 
my  thinking. 

FRIENDS 

Like  the  sunshine  after  darkness 
Or  the  daytime  after  night, 
Like  the  rainbow  after  showers 
Making  everything  all  right, 
Like  the  spring  that  follows 

wintertime 
With  hopes  that  never  end. 
This  comes  to  say 
"May  each  new  day 
Bring  joy  to  you  .  .  . 
My  Friend." 

Some  routine  jobs  do  not  require 
mental  ability — cleaning  drawers  is 
one  of  them — so  my  mind  wandered 
to  my  friends  and  then  to  the  bibli- 
cal friends.  Famous  examples  are 
David  and  Jonathan;  Daniel,  Hana- 
niah,  Mishael,  and  Azariah  (also 
known  as  Belteshazzar,  Shadrach, 
Meshach,  and  Abednego);  Jesus, 
Mary,  Martha,  and  Lazarus;  Jesus 
and  the  little  children. 

Circumstances  which  brought 
these  friends  together  were  varied, 
just  as  those  for  you  and  your 
friends.  In  many  circumstances,  the 
common  bond  is  Jesus  the  Lord.  We 
read  in  James  2:23  that  "Abraham 
was  God's  friend!"  We  should  all 
want  this.  Certainly  we  can  talk 
with  God,  knowing  that  He  is  a  con- 
fidante and  encourager;  He  is  al- 
ways available  and  not  too  busy  to 
listen.  He  is  kind  and  loving,  and 
never  sarcastic.  And  He  gives  us 
good  advice. 

James  alerts  us  in  choosing  our 
friends.  "Anyone  who  chooses  to  be 
a  friend  of  the  world  becomes  an 
enemy  of  God"  (4:4b).  That  is  cer- 
tainly a  warning! 

One  without  a  friend  becomes  an 


unhappy  recluse,  grumpy,  selfish, 
and  succumbs  to  self-pity,  especially 
if  he/she  is  an  unbeliever.  God  de- 
signed us  to  need  one  another.  The 
adage,  "To  have  a  friend,  you  must 
be  a  friend,"  is  quite  true.  And  a 
very  good  place  to  meet  a  friend  is  in 
church. 

The  church  term  is  "fellowship." 
And,  yes,  we  gather  with  others  to 
study,  visit,  frequently  to  eat,  and 
we  call  it  "fellowship."  To  one  out- 
side the  church,  who  may  not  un- 
derstand this  term,  let's  define  it  as 
"friends,  fun,  and  food."  That's 
what  it's  all  about! 

The  book  of  Ecclesiastes  relates 
the  fun  that  two  can  have  when 
they  work  together,  encouraging 
another,  and  protecting  another. 
Almost  anything,  especially  work,  is 
more  fun  when  two  are  together; 
"there  is  strength  in  numbers,"  is 
another  proven  adage. 

And  being  a  helpful  friend  is  an 
attribute  to  cultivate.  In  the  book, 
Resources  for  Worship,  I  found  this 
suggestion:  "With  God's  guidance, 
pray  about  times  or  situations  when 
you  may  be  a  better  friend  today.  For 
example, 

—  in  team  games  where  there  are 
some  who  are  timid  or  do  not 
play  well, 

—  in  the  home,  when  someone  is 
tired  or  cross, 

—  when  you  have  work  or  worries 
and  are  tempted  to  complain  or 
be  grouchy, 

—  in  study  when,  although  you 
have  finished  preparing  your 
lessons,  a  friend  telephones  for 
help, 

—  when  in  a  gi'oup  discussion  you 
want  your  point  to  win  so  much 
that  you  are  tempted  not  to 
think  of  others'  opinions, 

(continued  on  page  4) 


READING  BOOKS 


When  the  W.M.S.  board  met,  one 
item  of  business  was  to  consider 
several  books  before  recommending 
any  for  your  reading  during  the 
2000-2001  year.  The  Board  recom- 
mends these  five  and,  according  to 
the  commitments,  each  member  is 
encouraged  to  read  a  minimum  of 
two  books  for  spiritual  growth. 

Several  of  you  have  suggested 
good  books  to  Donna,  and  some  of 
those  suggestions  are  included. 

Fiction 
At   Home    in   Mitford   by   Jan 

Karon;  $12.00 

In  the  village  of  Mitford  are  Fa- 
ther Tim,  the  bachelor  rector;  a  dog, 
the  size  of  a  sofa  who  moves  in  with 
him;  an  attractive  neighbor  who 
wears  a  path  through  the  hedge;  a 
lovable  but  unloved  boy;  a  jewel 
theft;  and  a  secret  that's  sixty  years 
old!  Father  Tim  gets  more  than  he 
bargained  for!  This  is  a  rich,  prover- 
bial comedy  full  of  mysteries  and 
miracles.  This  book  is  the  first  in  a 
popular  series  of  four. 

Missions 

Mission  Possible  by  Marilyn 
Laszlo;  $10.00 

This  is  the  amazing  story  of  the 
Wycliffe  translator,  Marilyn  Laszlo, 
who  dedicated  her  life  to  giving  the 
Hauna  tribe  of  New  Guinea  the 
Bible  in  their  language.  Marilyn  and 
her  friend,  Judy,  are  constantly 
watched  by  14  boys,  who  are  inter- 
ested in  their  food,  their  radio,  and 
everything  the  women  do.  Those 
boys  and  the  old  "father  of  the  vil- 
lage" become  their  friends  and  help 
to  work  out  an  alphabet  for  the 
Hauna  language.  How  they  all  learn 
to  read  the  Bible,  accept  the  Christ- 
ian faith,  and  spread  it  to  others 
becomes  "Mission  Possible."  Refer- 
ence to  this  book  was  in  The  Daily 
Bread,  December  2,  1999. 

Non-Fiction 
Sojourner    Truth    by   W.    Terry 
Whalin;  $4.00 
Born   a   slave,    Sojourner   Truth 


(1797-1883)  spread  the  fires  of  free- 
dom all  the  way  to  Congress  and  be- 
fore two  presidents.  She  became  one 
of  the  first  voices  to  acknowledge 
the  link  between  the  plight  of  slaves 
and  that  of  American  women.  Hav- 
ing received  a  call  from  God,  she 
preached  her  deeply-felt  message: 
that  people  best  show  their  love  for 
God  by  their  concern  for  others. 
From  the  pulpit  or  the  podium,  the 
wise  and  witty  words,  not  to  men- 
tion the  electrifying  presence  of 
Sojourner  Truth,  brought  audiences 
to  their  feet.  The  challenge  to  injus- 
tice issued  by  her  stinging  speeches 
has  secured  her  a  place  in  American 
history  as  a  woman  of  courage  and 
faith.  This  book  is  in  the  Heroes  of 
the  Faith  series. 

Inspirational 
I'm  Too  Young  to  be  This  Old\ 

By  Patricia  "Poppy"  Smith;  $9.00 

What  woman  hasn't  looked  in  the 
mirror  and  wondered  who  it  was 
staring  back  at  her?  Or  gasped  at 
how  grown  up  her  children  look?  Or 
puzzled  at  how  her  friends  are  aging 
prematurely?  It's  often  called  the 
mid-life  crisis,  but  Poppy  Smith, 
born  in  England  and  married  to  an 
American  physician,  helps  us  see 
the  lighter  side  of  mid-life.  In  fact, 
I'm  Too  Young  .  .  .  offers  us  inspira- 
tion and  insight  to  turn  these  mid- 
dle years  into  the  best  years  of  our 
lives.  Included  are  questions  for  re- 
flection and  scripture  references  for 
additional  study. 

How  I  Know  .  .  .  God  Answers 
Prayer  by  Rosalind  Goforth;  $4.00 
This  is  a  classic  on  prayer.  We  are 
taught  that  God  answers  prayer,  but 
how  do  we  know  He  actually  does? 
The  answer  lies  in  a  daily  walk  with 
the  Lord,  trusting  Him  to  tenderly 
provide,  protect,  and  care  for  even 
the  smallest  troubles  of  His  people. 
This  book  is  a  compelling  collection 
of  the  needs  and  struggles  of  Ros- 
alind and  Jonathan  Goforth,  pio- 
neer missionaries  to  mainland 
China,  and  is  their  testimony  of 
needs  met  and  struggles  overcome 
by  God's  power. 

These  books  are  available  from 
Donna  Stoffer,  Literature  Secretary, 
1509  Old  Post  Road,  Ashland,  Ohio 
44805.  Send  your  check  payable  to 
National  W.M.S.  Literature  with 
your  order  to  Donna.  Shipping  and 
handling  are  free  when  you  prepay. 


David  and  Jenny  Loi  have  moved. 
Their  new  address  is  5,  Jin.  Rong- 
geng  13,  Tmn.  Skudai  Baru,  81300 
Skudai,  Johor,  Malaysia.  This  new 
location  gives  more  space  for  their 
family  and  provides  more  space  for 
their  church.  The  church  in  Malay- 
sia continues  to  grow  and  develop 
despite  many  challenges:  a  hostile 
government,  a  resistant  population, 
and  a  struggling  economy.  Continue 
to  pray  specifically  for  David  and 
Jenny  and  their  children,  Stephen 
and  Rebecca. 

Many  of  the  national  missionaries 
and  the  church  planters  will  attend 
General  Conference.  Pray  for  their 
safety,  good  health,  and  spiritual 
renewal.  Pray  also  for  workers  who 
remain  at  home. 

fk  T\i(morumt 

Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the 
death  of  his  saints.   Psalm  116:15 

Miriam    Garber   Zercher   was 

the  oldest  member  of  the  Park 
Street  Brethren  Church  in  Ashland 
and  a  faithful  and  active  member  of 
the  W.M.S.  until  her  poor  health 
limited  her  activity.  Mrs.  Zercher, 
103,  died  in  March  on  her  birthday. 
Previously  she  filled  several  differ- 
ent offices  in  the  local  society  and 
was  a  former  member  of  the  choir. 
Her  faith  and  sincere  trust  in  her 
Lord  were  daily  reminders  to  others 
that  she  loved  the  Lord. 
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Pauline  Erbsen  reported  that  the 
Lanark   Neoma    Circle   had   its 

pubhc  service  in  April.  They  were 
privileged  to  have  Keith  and  Linda 
Immel  and  their  children  from 
North  Manchester  to  share  their  ex- 
periences of  the  short-term  mission 
trip  to  India  last  summer 

During  the  Sunday  school  hour, 
Immels  showed  a  video  of  their 
work  on  building  a  home  for  home- 
less boys,  ages  10-16.  What  a  slow 
process  compared  to  our  building 
homes! 

They  displayed  many  handmade 
articles  given  to  them  by  the  Indian 
people.  They  spent  several  days 
with  Prasanth  and  Nirmala  Kumar 
and  their  family.  Linda  told  about 
the  sewing  and  typing  classes,  giv- 
ing the  women  a  means  of  earning 
money  to  support  their  families. 
These  classes  are  free,  in  compari- 
son with  the  government  classes 
which  charge  the  women  students. 
Furthermore,  when  a  woman  grad- 
uates, the  Brethren  Mission  gives 
her  a  sewing  machine  so  she  can 
begin  her  work. 

The  medical  work  is  also  free  for 
the  people  who  come  miles  to  re- 
ceive medical  aid.  Keith  and  Linda 
made  us  more  aware  of  their  needs 
and  ways  we  can  help,  but  especial- 
ly with  our  prayers. 

This  certainly  was  an  interesting 
time  of  sharing.  We  hope  other 
churches  invite  the  Immels  to  share 
their  experiences. 

Following  the  worship  service,  we 
enjoyed  a  fellowship  meal  together 
downstairs,  which  gave  more  time 
for  visiting  and  learning  about  the 
Kumars'  ministry  in  India. 

The  Neoma  ladies  enjoyed  a  din- 
ner theater  in  May  for  their  special 
day-out,  and  in  June  they  presented 
a  program  at  the  nursing  home. 

Continuing  in  the  CENTRAL  dis- 
trict,   the   Waterloo    Hammond 

Avenue  ladies  gave  Christmas 
boxes,  contributed  proceeds  from 
the  rummage  sale  to  the  Red  Cross 
disaster  fund,  and  became  secret  pals 
to  all  their  church  children  from 
kindergarten  through  7^1'  grade. 

The  Cerro  Gordo  society  placed 
Christian  children's  books  in  the 
public  library,  held  a  baby  shower 
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for  the  pregnancy  center,  adopted 
jr.-high  students  as  secret  pals, 
sponsored  a  Riverside  School  stu- 
dent, contributed  to  World  Relief  for 
Kosovo,  rolled  and  sent  bandages  to 
India,  and  made  lap  robes  for  nurs- 
ing homes.  Busy  ladies! 


The  Mulvane  ladies  in  the  MID- 
WEST district  are  well  known  for 
their  Ugly  Quilt  sleeping  bags.  They 
gave  120  to  the  Union  Rescue  Mis- 
sion and  assisted  in  serving  meals 
there.  They  contributed  proceeds 
from  a  spaghetti  supper,  potato 
bake,  and  silent  auction  of  three 
quilts  for  the  district  church  planter. 

And  from  Falls  City,  one  of  our 
"honorary"  members,  John  Rieger, 
sent  this  report  from  the  newspaper. 
Thank  you,  John. 

At  their  May  meeting,  Karen 
Berry,  the  leader,  gave  the  lesson  on 
the  importance  of  praise  in  our  daily 
life.  She  emphasized  that  we  need  to 
remember  to  praise  God,  especially 
when  surrounded  by  trials  and  diffi- 
culties. 

On  June  4  the  ladies  gave  an  open 
house  entitled  "First  Brethren 
Church  presents  'Thru  the  Artist's 
Eyes,'"  which  was  an  art  exhibit  to 
showcase  the  talents  of  those  who 
attend  church.  This  was  an  event 
open  to  the  community. 

The  FLORIDA  ladies  in  the  two 
Sarasota  societies  filled  shoe  boxes 
for  Operation  Christmas  Child  and 
Samaritan's  Purse. 

In  the  PENNSYLVANIA  Dis- 
trict, the  Sarver  society  sent  pro- 
ceeds from  a  soup  sale  to  World  Re- 
lief, contributed  to  Riverside  School 
faculty  at  Christmas,  and  sponsored 
a  family  in  Haiti. 

Highland  sent  an  offering  for  the 
sewing  machine  project  in  India  and 
gave  financial  support  to  a  mission- 
ary to  the  Navajo  Indians. 

Johnstown  II  enjoyed  a  carry-in 
supper  and  auction  for  their  Sem- 
inary offering  and  they  had  the 
"Thirty  Pieces  of  Silver"project  for 
David  and  Jenny  Loi. 

Main  St.  made  and  sold  over  250 
chicken  pies  and  contributed  their 
proceeds  to  Lost  Creek. 

Masontown    focused    on    Ken- 


tucky. A  work  team  took  clothes  for 
the  clothing  store. 

Valley  supplemented  their  trea- 
sury by  selling  RADA  knives,  2-year 
calendars,  and  greeting  cards. 

The  W.M.S.  OHIO  District  Con- 
ference was  hosted  by  the  Gratis 
ladies.  The  day  was  beautiful,  the 
delicious  lunch  was  served  by  the 
district  youth,  and  the  ladies  gath- 
ered for  a  brief  business  meeting. 
Betty  Deardurff  presided. 

The  Bible  study  this  year  was  the 
book  of  Esther,  the  Old  Testament 
account  of  the  Jewess  who  became 
queen.  Betty  reminded  us  that,  like 
Esther,  the  Lord  has  put  us  here  in 
such  a  time  as  this.  Through  the 
efforts  of  Esther  and  Mordecai,  her 
uncle,  the  Jewish  people  were  saved 
from  annihilation.  Those  circum- 
stances were  unusual,  but  some- 
times God  uses  unusual  circum- 
stances and  us  to  accomplish  His 
purpose.  It  is  exciting! 

Next  year's  Bible  study  is  the 
book  of  Philippians.  A  suggested 
study  guide  is  God's  Guide  to  Joy,  a 
Fisherman  Bible  Study  Guide.  Note, 
ladies,  this  is  only  a  suggested 
guide.  You  may  choose  it,  if  you 
wish,  for  your  study  leader  or 
choose  another  resource.  The  im- 
portant part  is  to  study  and  learn 
from  Philippians. 

The  new  two-year  project  for  the 
district  is  to  give  support  to  the 
church  plant  in  Delaware,  Ohio.  Jeff 
and  Tracy  Whiteside  are  the  church 
planters.  They  covet  our  prayers. 

Betty  announced  the  fall  retreat 
at  Camp  Bethany  is  Friday  and  Sat- 
urday, October  13-14.  The  theme  is 
"Overcome  or  Overcomers." 

Since  many  banks  have  increased 
their  bank  charges,  it  was  suggested 
that  the  treasurers  write  one  check 
for  their  offerings.  Be  sure  to  indi- 
cate the  amount  for  each  item,  such 
as  dues,  project,  or  other  funds. 

The  INDIANA  district  held  three 
rallies  in  October  1999.  The  rallies 
are  always  a  highlight  of  the  fall. 
The  themes  were  "In  His  Steps,"  "A 
Lamp  unto  My  Feet,"  and  "Hats  Off 
to  Jesus."  A  total  of  153  ladies  at- 
tended these  rallies. 
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The  Executive  Board  suggests 
that  the  district  officers  and  local 
societies  encourage  the  church  plants 
to  start  a  missionary  society.  It  is  up 
to  each  of  us  to  welcome  them  into 
the  women's  ministry  of  the  church. 
Near  the  back  of  the  Devotional 
Guide  is  the  Constitution,  and  at 
the  end  is  the  how  to  start  a  new  or- 
ganization. This  is  fulfilling  Com- 
mitment 3,  which  reads  "...  support 
home  and  world  missionaries, 
church  planters,  ..."  Often  they 
need  finances  and  a  W.M.S.  friend. 

Remember  to  send  your  project 
and  thank  offering  checks  to  Joanne 
Kroft,  if  no  one  from  your  society  at- 
tends Conference.  Joanne's  address 
is  608  Twp.  Rd.  1151,  RD  5,  Ashland, 
OH  44805. 

The  2-year  project  is  funds  to  pur- 
chase a  store  front  for  worship  in 
Malaysia,  where  David  and  Jenny 
Loi  serve,  and  funds  to  enlarge  the 
church  building  in  Peru,  where 
Miguel  and  Sonia  Antunez  serve. 
The  thank  offerings  are  designated 
for  benevolences:  Ashland  Theologi- 
cal Seminary,  World  and  Home  Mis- 
sions, Riverside  Christian  School, 
Campus  Ministry,  and  a  Scholarship 
at  Ashland  University. 

Joan  Merrill,  the  World  Relief  and 
Sewing  Coordinator,  reminds  you  to 
continue  making  quilt  squares  for 
next  year's  Conference  quilt.  Already 
she  has  received  squares  and  other 
items  for  the  auction.  She  is  grateful! 

Remember  the  guidelines  for  the 
squares: 

—  use  all  cotton  fabric. 

—  the  finished  size  of  the  square 
should  be  8y2".  Please  start  with 
a  square  larger  than  8y2"  so  it 
isn't  too  small  after  doing  the 
needlework.  The  design  should 
be  smaller  than  8". 

—  use  some  form  of  needlework  to 
make  your  design:  cross-stitch, 
embroidery,  or  applique.  Don't  use 
fabric  paints  and  similar  meth- 
ods. The  needlework  adds  to  the 
beauty  of  the  finished  project. 

Send  your  squares  and  other 
items  to: 

Joan  Merrill 
9300  S  SR  3 
Muncie,  IN  47302 


Then,  again  thinking  back,  I  re- 
member Mother's  Day  weekend  in 
1995  when  we  watched  David  walk 
across  the  platform  of  a  huge  South- 
ern Baptist  Church  in  Ft.  Worth, 
Texas,  to  receive  his  Master  of  Di- 
vinity degree  from  Southwestern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  In 
the  audience  that  day  were  many 
friends,  his  wife  Sheri,  two  sons,  his 
in-laws,  and  his  parents.  In  addi- 
tion, Dave  was  ordained  into  the 
Christian  ministry  the  next  day. 

That  weekend  was  memorable! 
Just  a  few  days  earlier,  Ft.  Worth 
had  suffered  one  of  its  famous  hail 
storms.  Since  we  flew  down,  we  an- 
ticipated renting  a  car  to  drive,  but 
there  were  none  to  be  found!  The 
hail  had  damaged  hundreds  of  cars 
and  everyone  needed  a  rental.  Be- 
cause of  this,  the  eight  of  us  jammed 
into  Dave's  mini  van! 

This  has  been  a  busy  spring  and 
here  is  why.  In  late  March  we  spent 
over  two  weeks  in  beautiful  Ander- 
son, South  Carolina,  staying  with 
Davey  Jonathan,  and  Little  Lady, 
their  dog.  We  made  new  friends  with 
the  wonderful  people  of  New 
Prospect  Baptist  Church,  who  are 
providing  a  lovely  home  for  Dave  and 
Sheri  while  they  are  on  furlough. 

Then  we  stayed  with  Cara,  David 
Lee,  and  Chrissy,  so  Tracy  and  Jeff 
could  attend  the  Spring  Ministries 
Conference  at  ATS.  Soon  after,  my 
sister,  Marilyn,  flew  in  from  Florida 
to  attend  our  high  school  alumni  re- 
union. Later  we  spent  three  days  in 
Brown  County  at  the  Brethren  Pas- 
tors and  Spouses  Retreat. 

Last  week  we  accompanied  the 
Senior  Saints  to  the  Tulip  Festival 
in  Holland,  Michigan.  Soon  we  will 
assist  with  the  third-  and  fourth- 
grade  camp  at  Camp  Bethany.  After 
that,  it  won't  be  long  until  we  head 
toward  Estes  Park  and  General 
Conference.  Who  said  retirement  is 
boring? 

I  look  forward  to  seeing  many  of 
you  at  Conference.  Our  program 
sounds  innovative  and  exciting.  We 
can  expect  to  enjoy  some  spectacu- 
lar scenery  and  to  be  drawn  near  to 
the  heart  of  God. 

Until  then!  In  Christian  Love, 


Charlene 


—  when  you  have  spare  time  and 
are  about  to  waste  it,  but  re- 
member suddenly  a  shut-in." 

It  is  easy  to  plan  fun  things  with 
your  friends  who  are  near.  Consider 
your  friends  far-away  and  you  sel- 
dom see,  or  whom  you  haven't  met. 
A  friend?  Yes,  you  are  bound  togeth- 
er by  God.  Christ  works  through 
them  and  in  them,  just  as  in  you  and 
me.  Send  a  prayer;  God  will  deliver 
it  with  a  blessing. 

Usually  there  is  a  Bible  reference 
at  the  beginning  of  a  devotion  in  this 
column.  You  may  choose  to  complete 
the  sentence,  "A  friend  is  .  .  .  ."  Then 
study  your  concordance  to  find  ap- 
propriate Scriptures  for  yourself 
and  your  friends.  Some  of  my  fa- 
vorites are  in  Proverbs.  Sing  a  hymn 
to  complete  the  devotions  and  pray 
for  your  friends.  Be  thankful  for 
them  and  ask  God's  special  blessing 
upon  them. 


tt'Eiifor's  hiding 

Dear  Friend, 

This  Newsletter  is  a  potpourri  of 
activities  of  last  year  and  reminders 
as  we  conclude  the  W.M.S.  year  and 
anticipate  the  blessings  of  General 
Conference.  When  we  leave  the 
mountain-top  experiences,  we  will 
enter  the  valley  to  continue  the 
work  God  has  assigned.  Even  Peter 
didn't  want  to  leave  his  mountain- 
top  experience  with  Jesus,  but  he 
did.  And  so  will  we. 

During  the  summer,  vacations  fre- 
quently take  us  to  visit  friends;  and 
certainly  at  Conference  we  will  see 
many.  One  special  friend  who  won't 
be  there  in  person  is  Shirley  Black. 
She  has  promised  us  her  thoughts 
and  prayers,  and  we  can  do  the 
same.  Send  a  card  to  her  at 
Kingston  of  Ashland,  Box  347,  Ash- 
land, Ohio  44805. 

Thanks  for  sending  your  news  to 
me  during  the  past  year.  I  anticipate 
more  reports  to  make  this  truly  a 
newsletter  of  and  for  Women  Meant 
to  Serve. 

Your  friend, 

(y^     Joan 
Women's  Outlook  Newsletter 


t 


=\ 


Renewing  Pastor  and  People 

By  Alan  Schmiedt 
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THE  PEOPLE  were  excited,  but 
the  mood  was  bittersweet  as 
good  friends  who  had  met  scarcely  a 
year  before  said  goodbye.  Most  of 
them  had  been  together  only  four 
times.  But  they  knew  that  together 
they  had  made  discoveries  and  em- 
barked on  journeys  that  would  con- 
tinue to  change  their  lives  and  the 
lives  of  the  churches  from  which 
they  had  come. 

The  occasion  was  the  closing 
moments  of  the  last  module  of  a 
seminar  at  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary  entitled  Renewing  Pastor 
and  People.  It  was  an  emotional  ex- 
perience to  watch  and  listen  as  ap- 
proximately 100  participants  each 
in  turn  shared  their  prayers  for  their 
churches  and  had  those  prayers  af- 
firmed by  the  entire  group. 

Many  of  the  people  had  driven 
more  than  eight  hours  to  attend  this 
final  module.  As  the  session  ended, 
they  were  all  tired.  But  when  asked 
if  they  thought  it  had  been  worth- 
while, they  all  answered  with  a  re- 
sounding "Yes!" 

A  course  on  the  cutting  edge 

The  seminar — Renewing  Pastor 
and  People — was  presented  in  five 
modules  over  the  course  of  a  year.  It 
featured  Dr  Terry  Wardle  and  Dr. 


Richard  Parrott,  two  dynamic 
teachers  in  the  fields  of  spiritual  for- 
mation, leadership,  and  church  re- 


with  people  of  various  ages  and  cul- 
tural backgrounds,  from  several  dif- 
ferent denominations,  and  with  dif- 
ferent approaches  to  ministry. 

Over  the  course  of  a  year,  these 
participants  met  quarterly  to  take 
part  in  a  variety  of  learning  experi- 
ences together.  They  studied  such 
topics  as  the  spiritual  dimensions  of 
ministry;  designing  a  comprehen- 
sive prayer  movement;  developing  a 
vibrant  philosophy  of  ministry;  set- 


Dr.  Richard  Parrott  (r)  offers  encouragement  as  Pastor  T.J.  McLaughlin  (2nd from  r)  and 
People  (I.  to  r,  John  and  Vicki  Winters,  Teresa  Hensley,  and  Nancy  McGrcnr)  from  Pleas- 
ant View  Brethren  Church  share  their  prayers  for  their  church. 

newal.  They  presented  a  course  of 


Pastor  Jim  Garrett  (I.)  and  People  (I.  to  /:,  Joyce  and  Rev.  Boh 
Schubert  and  Steve  Hollewell)  of  the  Lanark  First  Brethren  Church 
discuss  the  future  of  their  congregation. 


study  and  practice  for  clergy  and  lay 
people  designed  to  breathe  new  life 
into  tired  churches.  It  was  a  course 
on  the  cutting  edge  of  what  is  hap- 
pening in  the  world  of  Christianity 
at  the  beginning  of  the  21st  century. 
The  first  module  was  attended  by 
just  pastors  and  their  spouses.  It 
began  with  a  time  of  worship,  as  did 
all  the  modules.  After  this  the  pas- 
toral couples  were  guided  through  a 
process  of  self- 
evaluation  and 
personal  assess- 
ment. Dr.  Wardle 
and  Dr.  Parrott 
then  helped  them 
understand  the 
dynamics  of  spiri- 
tual formation  as 
they  relate  to 
pastoral  ministry. 
For  the  remain- 
ing four  modules, 
lay  leaders  from 
each  congrega- 
tion accompanied 
their  pastors. 
This  made  for  a 
diverse       group. 


ting  and  reaching  goals;  equipping 
and  empowering  lay  people  for  min- 
istry; and  designing  dynamic  wor- 
ship services  that  glorify  God  and 
change  people's  lives. 

When  asked  what  one  factor  was 
the  most  important  to  the  resound- 
ing success  of  the  seminar.  Dr.  Par- 
rott replied,  "I  think  it  would  be  the 
fact  that  the  pastors  and  the  lay 
people  spent  a  year  together  devel- 
oping their  congregations'  missions, 
visions,  core  values,  and  strategies. 
They  learned  and  practiced  working 
together  and  utilizing  lay  people  in 
the  ministry  of  the  church." 

What  the  Brethren  said 

Here  is  what  some  Brethren  par- 
ticpants  in  the  seminar  had  to  say 
about  Renewing  Pastor  and  People: 

Rev.  T.J.  McLaughlin,  pastor  of  the 
Pleasant  View  Brethren  Church  of 
Vandergrift,  Pa.,  said,  "I  believe  it  is 
essential  training  for  every  church 
in  the  denomination.  It  deals  with 
foundational  issues  and  helps  a  con- 
gi'egation  build  a  firm  foundation." 

Rev.  Biyan  Kai'chner,  pastor  of  the 

Three  Seasons  Community  Church 

(continued  on  page  11) 
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Brian  Ronk  —  Continuing  a  Family 
Tradition  at  Ashland  University 
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The  following  is  an  interview  be- 
tween Dr.  Michael  Gleason,  Director 
of  Religious  Life  at  Ashland  Univer- 
sity, and  Brian  Ronk,  a  Brethren 
student  on  the  Ashland  campus. 

Dr.  Gleason:  Brian,  I  have  really 
enjoyed  having  you  as  a  student  at 
Ashland  University.  I  know  that 
Ashland  University  has  also  been 
"home"  to  a  number  in  your  family 
for  an  education,  volunteer  service, 
as  well  as  employment.  Introduce 
yourself  and  then  briefly  acquaint 
us  with  a  bit  of  your  family  history 
as  it  relates  to  the  university. 

Brian:  My  name  is  Brian  Ronk. 
I'm  from  Ashland,  Ohio,  and  attend 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church,  where 
I  serve  as  a  volunteer  with  the  youth 
ministry.  In  that  capacity  I  help  out 
with  small  groups  and  various  other 
fellowship  events,  such  as  laser  tag 
and  retreats.  At  Ashland  University 
I  am  a  junior  with  a  major  in  com- 
puter science  and  minors  in  biology, 
math,  and  religion. 

There  is  almost  no  way  to  be  brief 
about  my  family  history  as  it  relates 
to  AU!  All  of  my  grandparents  went 
here.  Grandma  [Joan]  Ronk  worked 
in   the  president's   office   and   the 


development  office  for  many  years, 
and  Grandpa  [Thomas]  Stoffer 
served  as  a  trustee  for  years  until 
just  recently  retiring.  ]V[y  parents 
both  went  to  AU,  as  well  as  all  of  my 
dad's  siblings  and  all  but 
one  of  my  mom's.  IVIom 
works  in  the  library,  and 
both  of  her  brothers  are 
professors,  one  at  the 
seminary  and  the  other 
in  the  biology  depart- 
ment. Both  of  my  broth- 
ers as  well  as  one  cousin 
go  here,  with  another 
cousin  on  the  way  next 
year.  And  that's  just  im- 
mediate family! 

Dr.  Gleason:  I  appre- 
ciate the  deep  roots  that 
your  family  has  in  our  in- 
stitution, Brian!  In  terms  of  your 
immediate  experience  here,  help 
our  readers  know  more  of  how  your 
time  at  Ashland  has  helped  to  de- 
velop both  your  mind  and  heart. 

Brian:  I've  had  various  roles  in 
the  student  organization  HOPE 
Fellowship  this  year.  The  first  role 
was  serving  as  a  student  officer.  My 
main  job  in  this  position  was  to  co- 
lead  a  Bible 
study  with 
Jack  Miller, 
the  group  ad- 
visor. It  was 
a  great  learn- 
ing experi- 
ence for  me 
because  I  had 
never  done 
that  sort  of 
thing  before. 
I  got  to  lead  a 
couple  of  the 
studies,  and  I 
learned  a  bit 
on  how  to 
prepare. 
We   studied 


Brian  Rank 


the  Gospel  of  John  the  first 
semester  and  got  through  most  of  it. 
Second  semester  we  started  Ephe- 
sians.  We  went  in  depth  and  only 
got  to  the  second  chapter.  It  was  a 
good  time,  and  in 
both  studies  we 
learned  a  lot  from 
God's  Word.  As  an 
officer,  I  also  took 
part  in  the  meet- 
ings to  plan  the 
events  for  HOPE. 
We  also  had  some- 
one at  each  offi- 
cers' meeting  who 
provided  us  with 
some  teaching  re- 
lated to  the  Chris- 
tian life. 
My  other  role 
was  as  a  singer  in 
the  worship  team.  This  group  of 
students  led  in  worship  before  the 
speaker.  I  also  served  as  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Adventure  Club.  As  a 
leader  in  this  student  organization, 
I  worked  with  others  to  plan  various 
trips,  including  white-water  rafting, 
backpacking  in  Michigan  and  Utah, 
tobogganing,  and  repelling.  In  these 
activities  we  encouraged  having  fun 
in  God's  creation.  We  met  once  a 
week  to  figure  out  what  needed  to 
be  done  for  the  next  trip  and  to  re- 
ceive practical  wilderness  training. 

Dr.  Gleason:  Brian,  I  know  you 
were  also  involved  in  other  excellent 
experiences,  such  as  "A  Week  In  The 
Word,"  which  I  hope  we  can  write 
about  in  future  articles.  In  just  a 
few  concluding  words,  tell  the  three 
top  reasons  you  would  give  if  a  stu- 
dent in  high  school  were  to  ask  you 
why  he  or  she  should  consider  at- 
tending Ashland  Unive-rsity. 

Brian:  (3)  Great  fellowship.  Be- 
tween the  Fellowship  of  Christian 
Athletes  (FCA),  HOPE,  and  Adven- 
ture Club,  you  will  meet  many  new 
friends  and  many  strong  Christians. 
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(2)  Good  teaching  and  teachers. 
The  Religious  Life  staff  is  excellent. 
Among  all  of  them  there  is  a  wealth 
of  knowledge.  They  strongly  en- 
courage students  to  study  the  Bible, 


Financial  Aid 

Brethren  students  who  attend  Ash- 
land University  are  automatically 
eligible  tor  the  Brethren  Award — 
$2,000  per  year  in  tinancial  aid.  Chil- 
dren of  full-time  Brethren  pastors 
and  missionaries  are  eligible  for  the 
Ministerial  Award,  which  is  equal  to 
75  percent  of  the  cost  of  tuition. 


to  learn  on  their  own.  They  show  us 
the  door;  we  have  to  open  it. 

(1)  Opportunity.  There  is  a  need 
for  a  Christian  presence  on  campus 
— for  Christians  who  will  stand  up 
for  what  is  right  and  not  back  down 
under  pressure;  who  will  stand  up 
for  God  and  for  what  He  stands  for. 

Dr.  Gleason:  Thank  you  so  much 
for  your  thoughts,  Brian,  and  most 
importantly  for  your  commitment 
to  Christ  and  His  work  here  at  Ash- 
land University.  I  look  forward  to 
serving  alongside  you  in  the  upcom- 


ing year 


(continued  next  column) 
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For  our  readers  who  would  like 
additional  information  on  any  of  the 
organizations  that  Brian  mentioned 
(HOPE,  FCA,  Adventure  Club),  or 
on  other  ministries  of  the  Religious 
Life  Department  such  as  mid-week 
chapel  services.  University  Church, 
or  the  AU  Religion  Club,  you  can  ac- 


cess the  Religious  Life  site  on  the 
Ashland  University  web  page  (www. 
ashland.edu).  Or  you  can  contact 
me  personally  through  my  e-mail 
(mgleason(S  ashland.edu)  or  by  reg- 
ular mail  (401  College  Ave.,  Ash- 
land, OH  44805).  I  would  be  glad  to 
hear  from  you.  [1]'] 


Renewing  Pastor  and  People 

(continued  from  page  9) 
of  Berlin,  Pa.,  commented,  "This 
process  teaches  a  strategic  way  for 
the  pastor  and  his  people  to  work 
together  to  remove  the  barriers  to 
growth  in  their  church." 

Rev.  Paul  Sluss,  pastor  of  the 
Smithville,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church, 
said,  "This  class  is  the  most  practical 
thing  ever  to  come  out  of  the  sem- 
inary, and  I  appreciate  it." 

And  Pastor  John  Allison  of 
University  Church  in  Ashland, 
Ohio,  stated,  "If  every  Brethren 
pastor  and  church  would  partic- 
ipate in  this  program,  our  de- 
nomination would  be  renewed." 

Brethren  participants  also 
report  positive  results  in  their 
churches: 

Rev.  Bob  French,  pastor  of  the 
Gratis,  Ohio,  First  Brethren 
Church,  reports  that  he  is  a 
changed  person  and  that  his 
church  has  come  to  life,  both 
changes  a  direct  result  of  Re- 
newing Pastor  and  People. 


Rev.  Ed  Miller,  pastor  of  the  Fre- 
mont, Ohio,  Brethren  Church,  said, 
"We  have  basically  scrapped  the  old 
plan  and  now  we  are  doing  some- 
thing that  works." 

Pastor  Richard  Morris  reports  that 
at  the  Columbus,  Ohio,  First  Breth- 
ren Church,  "Everybody  is  excited." 

According  to  Rev.  Ralph  Gibson, 
pastor  of  the  Louisville,  Ohio,  Breth- 
ren Bible  Church,  "Things  are  going 
well.  Inspiration  abounds  and  lead- 


Pustor  Ricluinl  Morris  and  People  (I.  to  r.  Shepherd  \'er- 
hoJJ,  Belly  and  John  Jordan)  of  the  Cohinihus.  Ohio.  First 
Brethren  Chitreh.  talk  about  plans  for  their  congregation. 


ership  seems  open  to  looking  at  new 
ideas." 

And  Pastor  Jim  Garrett  found  that 
there  was  so  much  excitement  in  the 
Lanark,  111.,  First  Brethren  Church 
as  a  result  of  this  seminar  that  it  was 
difficult  to  contain. 

Brethren  participants  also  said  that 
they  would  be  happy  to  talk  to  any- 
one  who   wants   more   information 
about  Renewing  Pastor  and  People. 
The  next  cycle  of  Renewing  Pastor 
and  People  begins  in  September, 
and  registrations  are  currently 
being  accepted.  Interested  par- 
ties  should   contact   me    (Alan 
Schmiedt)    at    The    Brethren 
Church   National   Office    (877- 
289-1708),      or      call      Cheryl 
Schmiedt  at  Ashland  Theologi- 
cal  Seminary    (419-289-5909). 
Space  is  limited,  so  time  is  of  the 
essence.  ['ij'l 

Mr  Schmiedt.  a  student  at  .Ash- 
land Theological  Scminaiy  and  part- 
time  employee  for  the  National 
Office,  has  worked  closely  with 
Renewiiii'  Pastor  and  People. 
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You  are  invited! 


Cheyenne  Wyo.  —  Brethren  trav- 
eling to  General  Conference  are  in- 
vited to  take  a  side  trip  to  Cheyenne 
on  the  way.  On  Sunday,  August  6, 
(the  day  before  Conference)  Dr.  Jeff 
Kaplan,  church  planter  for  Rocky 
Mountain  Community  Church  in 
Highlands  Ranch,  Colo.,  and  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Church  core  team 
will  join  the  Cheyenne  Brethren  for 
worship  at  10:30  a.m.  in  Cheyenne. 

Dr.  Kaplan  will  preach  from  the 
roof  of  the  building!  After  the  ser- 
vice. Pastor  G.  Emery  Hurd  and  the 
Cheyenne  congregation  will  host  a 
carry-in  dinner  for  all  who  attend. 

The  Cheyenne  Church  building  is 
located  at  2600  East  12th  Street  in 
Cheyenne.  For  more  information 
contact  the  Cheyenne  Church  by 
phone  at  307-638-6411  or  by  e-mail  at 
CheyenneBrethrenCh@att.net.    [i}'] 


Smithville,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church 
dedicates  remodeled  sanctuary 


Smithville,    Ohio   — 

Sunday,  May  21,  was  a 
special  day  in  the  life  of 
the  Smithville  Breth- 
ren Church,  as  on  that 
day  the  congregation 
dedicated  its  remodeled 
sanctuary. 

Improvements  made 
to  the  sanctuary  includ- 
ed new  carpet,  new 
plaster  work  and  paint, 
refinishing  of  window 
frames,  a  new  sound 
system,  a  new  entrance, 
rearrangement  of  the 
platform  furniture,  and 
provision  of  disabled 
seating  in  the  pew  area. 
In  addition,  the  sanctu- 
ary was  air  conditioned 
(as  well  as  other  parts 
of  the  church  building 
that  had  not  previously  been  air 
conditioned). 

Called  "Project  2000,"  the  sanctu- 
ary renewal  was  approved  October 
31,  1999,  and  work  began  in  early 


A  view  of  the  front  of  the  remodeled  sanctuary  of  the 
Smithville  Brethren  Church. 

February  of  this  year.  The  first  wor- 
ship service  in  the  renewed  sanctu- 
ary was  held  on  Easter  Sunday.  The 
cost  of  Project  2000  was  approxi- 
mately $125,000.  [i>] 


Easter,  second  anniversary 
big  events  at  Cross  Keys 

Port  Republic,  Va,  —  Cross  Keys 
Worship  Center,  known  for  doing  things 
a  little  differently,  celebrated  Easter  a 
little  differently  this  year  as  well. 

On  Easter  Sunday  morning  the  con- 
gregation had  a  sunrise  service  only  (no 
regular  service).  But  what  a  service  it 
was!  Held  in  God's  great  out-of-doors, 
the  service  included  a  short  drama  re- 
enacting  events  at  Christ's  tomb  while 
appropriate  scripture  passages  were 
read.  The  drama  was  put  together  by 
Barbara  Ervin,  who  also  read  two 
poems  appropriate  to  the  occasion.  The 
service  also  included  times  of  singing 
and  sharing  of  testimonies.  Becky 
Lambert  led  in  "Blooming  the  Cross" 
— a  rough  cross  was  covered  with 
spring  flowers,  with  everyone  at  the 
service  adding  a  bloom. 

Keith  Mumbert  played  "Up  From  the 
Grave  He  Arose"  on  the  trumpet.  This 
blessed  not  only  the  Cross  Keys  group, 
but  also  people  from  a  nearby  church 


who  were  also  hav- 
ing a  sunrise  ser- 
vice. The  highlight 
of  the  service  was 
a  reenactment  of  a 
resurrection  ap- 
pearance of  Jesus, 
presented  by 
Robert  Wine  — 
whose  long  hair 
and  beard  well- 
suited  him  for  the 
part  {see  photo). 

An  Easter  break- 
fast with  time  for 
f  e  1 1  o  w  s  h  i  p  f  o  I  - 
lowed  the  service. 

On  Sunday,  May 
21,  Cross  Keys  Worship  Center  cele- 
brated its  second  anniversary.  The 
speaker  for  this  occasion  was  Rev.  Kent 
Bennett.  Rev.  Bennett  played  a  signifi- 
cant role  in  the  life  of  Cross  Keys  Pas- 
tor Pat  Velanzon  and  his  wife  Kathy,  for 
it  was  under  his  ministry  at  the  Maur- 
ertown,  Va.,  Brethren  Church  that  the 
Velanzons  were  saved.  He  also  taught 


Robert  Wine  (center)  as  the  resurrected  Christ  along  with 
other  participants  in  the  sunrise  service  dramas — (I.  to  r)  Gail 
Rodeffer  Kris  Estep.  Mike  Eye.  Leon  Ervin,  Barbara  Ervin. 
Karen  Musselman,  and  Betty  Mitchell. 

the  Velanzons  the  basics  of  the  faith 
through  a  powerful  study  of  Romans 
and  through  eight  years  of  close  associ- 
ation in  ministry. 

There  was  a  record  attendance  of  87 
for  the  service,  and  enough  food  to  feed 
twice  that  many.  Everyone  was  blessed 
in  many  ways. 

—  reported  by  Kathy  Velanzo* 
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In  Lima,  Peru:  The  walls  came  down, 
but  they  are  going  back  up! 


Lima,      Peru     — 

Construction  of  the 
new  church  build- 
ing for  Iglesia  de  los 
Hermanos  in  Lima, 
Peru,  where  Breth- 
ren missionaries 
Rev.  Miguel  and 
Sonia  Antunez 
serve,  is  progress- 
ing rapidly.  The  old 
building  was  razed 
to  make  room  for  a 


Below: 
The  walls 
going 
back  up. 


new  three-story 
facility.  When 
completed,  the 
new  building 
will  house  an 
auditorium;  a 
mezzanine  with 
additional  seat- 
ing, sound  room 
and  storage;  a 
fellowship  and 
educational 
hall;  and  a  pas- 
tor's apartment. 

A  contractor  is  constructing  the 
shell  of  the  new  church  building. 
The  inside  will  be  finished  by  the 
congregation  itself  and  by  a  team  (or 
teams)  of  workers  from  Brethren 
churches  in  the  United  States. 

The  new  building  will  increase 
seating  capacity  from  about  50  to 
200.  Nearly  50  people  will  be  able  to 
sit  in  the  mezzanine.  The  old  build- 
ing was  very  cramped  and  cut  up. 
The  new  building  will  permit  every- 
one inside  to  view  the  speaker 
(which  was  not  the  case  in  the  old 


building).  It  will  also  provide  more 
space  for  Sunday  school  classes, 
Bible  studies,  and  leadership  train- 
ing classes. 

Offerings  from  Women's  Mission- 
ary Societies  in  the  U.S.  were  used 
to  purchase  the  property  and  the  old 
building.  Growth  Partner  offerings 
are  making  it  possible  for  the  grow- 
ing church  to  build  the  new  facility 
on  the  same  site.  When  completed, 
the  church  building  will  be  the  tallest 
structure  in  the  area. 

—  Reilly  Smith 


Seven  Brethren  receive 
degrees  at  ATS  graduation 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  Seven  Brethren 
received  degrees  on  Saturday,  May 
27,  when  Ashland  Theological  Sem- 
inary held  its  annual  commence- 
ment ceremony. 

Karen  M.  Frado,  former  member 
of  the  Linwood,  Md.,  Brethren 
Church  and  currently  a  member  of 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church  in 
Ashland,  received  a  Master  of  Arts 
in  Christian  Ministry  degree  (with 
high  honors).  She  serves  as  prayer 
coordinator  for  Park  Street  Church 
and  has  written  several  articles  on 
prayer  and  the  Lighthouses  of 
Prayer  movement  for  The  Breth- 
ren Evangelist. 

Dianna  L.  Park,  a  member  of 
the  Pleasant  View  Brethren  Church 
of  Vandergrift,  Pa.,  received  the 
Master  of  Divinity  degree.  She  plans 
to  do  pastoral  ministry. 

Anthony  M.  Price,  a  member  of 
The  Brethren  Church  at  New  Leb- 
anon, Ohio,  received  the  Master  of 
Divinity  degree.  He  serves  as  associ- 
ate pastor  of  Trinity  Brethren 
Church  in  North  Canton,  Ohio. 

Timothy  L.  Solomon,  a  member 
of  the  Sarasota,  Fla.,  First  Brethren 
Church,  received  a  Master  of  Ai'ts 
degree  (with  high  honors).  He  serves 
as  Marketing  Director  for  Campus 
Crusade  for  Christ  and  part  time  as 
associate  pastor  at  Sarasota  First 
Brethren  Church. 

Tracy  L.  Whiteside,  a  member 
of  the  Smoky  Row  Brethren  Church 
of  Columbus,  Ohio,  received  a  Mas- 
ter of  Arts  in  Clinical  Pastoral  Coun- 
seling degree  {with  high  honors). 
She  serves  as  director  of  the  camp- 
ing program  in  the  Ohio  District 
and  will  be  assisting  her  husband, 
Rev.  Jeff  Whiteside,  in  planting  a 
new  Brethren  church  in  the  Dela- 
ware, Ohio,  area. 

Thomas  A.  Smith  received  the 

Doctor  of  Ministry  degi'ee.  Dr.  Smith 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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ATS  graduates 

(continued  from  previous  page) 
was  until  recently  pastor  of  the 
Muncie,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church, 
and  in  June  became  pastor  of  the 
Bethlehem  Brethren  Church  of 
Harrisonburg,  Va. 

Honored  by  the  seminary  with  a 
Doctor  of  Laws  degree  was  Thomas 
L.  Stoffer,  a  long-time  member  of 

D?:  Dale 
Stoffer  (be- 
hind, face  not 
visible),  pro- 
fessor at  Ash- 
land Sem- 
inaiy.  places 
an  academic 
hood  symbol- 
izing the  hon- 
o>y  degree 
on  his  father 
Dr  Thomas 
L.  Stoffer 

The  Brethren  Church  (North  George- 
town, Canton  Trinity,  Ashland  Gar- 
ber),  with  a  distinguished  record  of 
service  to  the  Brethren  at  the  local, 
district,  and  denominational  levels. 

A  graduate  of  Ashland  College 
and  Western  Reserve  University 
Law  School,  Dr.  Stoffer  worked  as 
an  attorney  with  Nationwide  Insur- 
ance for  36  years.  He  served  from 
1966-2000  as  the  Ohio  District  rep- 
resentative to  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Ashland  College,  from  1971-2000 
as  chair  of  the  Seminary  Committee 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  from 
1973-2000  as  vice-president/vice- 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
He  and  his  wife  Donna  (Rubert) 
have  four  children,  two  employed  by 
Ashland  University  and  one  by  Ash- 
land Theological  Seminary. 

In  addition  to  these  Brethren 
Church  members,  two  Chinese  stu- 
dents with  Brethren  Church  con- 
nections also  received  degrees — 
Cheng-ju  Huo  ("Newman")  from 
Yongchen,  Henan,  China  (M.A.  de- 
gree in  Biblical  and  Theological 
Studies;  and  Jin  Ou  from  Shanghai, 
China  (M.A.  in  Christian  Ministry). 


Brethren  in  Indiana  meet  for  worship, 
fellowship,  and  to  conduct  district  business 


Shipshewana,  Ind.  —  A  total  of 
119  delegates  to  the  Indiana  District 
Conference,  held  June  1-3,  enjoyed 
the  beauty  and  hospitality  of  the 
Brethren  Retreat  Center  as  they 
worshiped,  fellowshipped,  and  con- 
ducted the  business  of  the  district. 

The  conference  opened  Thursday 
evening  with  a  spirited  time  of  praise 
and  worship  led  by  the  worship  team 
from  Eagle's  Nest  Christian  Fellow- 
ship. Then  Rev.  Reilly  Smith,  Direc- 
tor of  Missionary  Ministries  for  The 
Brethren  Church,  spoke,  challeng- 
ing all  to  a  deeper,  stronger  commit- 
ment to  Christ  and  The  Brethren 
Church.  A  time  of  fellowship  fol- 
lowed before  the  Brethren  turned  in 
for  a  night's  rest. 

Friday  morning  began  with  a  time 
of  worship  and  a  challenge  from 
Moderator-Elect  John  Garrett  to 
'"Walk  as  Jesus  Walked."  The  con- 
ference was  challenged  to  take  steps 
of  courage  and  faith  as  ministry  gets 
accomplished.  A  brief  business  ses- 
sion followed.  Then  the  conference 
broke  into  auxiliary  sessions. 

The  afternoon  business  was  high- 
lighted by  reports  from  denomina- 
tional and  Ashland  University  and 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary  rep- 
resentatives. The  conference  thanks 
Dave  Cooksey,  Lee  Solomon,  Reilly 
Smith,  Dan  Lawson,  and  Buzz 
Sandberg  for  sharing  with  them. 
The  ballot  was  established  for  elec- 
tions and  then  more  auxiliary  ses- 
sions followed. 

The  evening  opened  with  a  presen- 
tation by  the  "Brighton  the  Corner" 
puppet  ministry  from  the  Brighton 


Chapel  Brethren  Church.  This 
group  of  4th-7th-graders  did  several 
short  plays,  and  director  Johna  Dil- 
low  added  a  ventriloquism  act. 

"Praise  Giving"  from  the  Dutch- 
town  Church  led  a  time  of  worship, 
followed  by  a  message  by  Dr. 
Charles  Munson.  Using  the  ceiling 
of  the  Sistene  Chapel  to  illustrate. 
Dr.  Munson  spoke  about  yielding  to 
God.  He  challenged  the  Brethren  to 
reach  out,  submit,  and  touch  Him. 

Saturday  morning  began  with  a 
time  of  worship  led  by  a  worship 
team  from  Nappanee  First  Brethren 
Church.  A  strong  sense  of  the  Holy 
Spirit's  presence  filled  the  room  as 
the  final  business  session  began. 

This  session  included  reports  by 
chairs  of  the  district  ministries  and 
a  progress  report  on  the  closing  of 
the  Carmel  Church  and  sale  of  the 
property.  A  presentation  was  also 
made  on  the  status  of  hiring  a  full- 
time  district  pastor.  Election  results 
were  given:  Rev.  Chris  Moellering — 
moderator-elect;  Bev  Baker — secre- 
tary. Last  year's  moderator-elect, 
John  Garrett,  becomes  moderator. 

Reilly  Smith  installed  the  new 
officers,  encouraging  the  conference 
to  pray  for  them  and  to  support 
their  work.  Moderator  Dennis  Sigle, 
who  is  moving  with  his  family  to 
Kansas,  said  his  final  goodbyes  to 
the  Indiana  District.  He  then  an- 
nounced that  next  year's  conference 
would  be  held  June  14-16  at  the 
Brethren  Retreat  Center,  and  he 
closed  the  conference  with  prayer. 

—  reported  by  Rev.  Billy  Hesketh, 
Indiana  District  Secretary 


Easter  in  Hungary 

Brethren  Chaplain  (Major)  David 
Graetz  (right)  led  an  Easter  sunrise 
service  at  an  Arniy  base  in  Taszar, 
Hungary,  this  past  Easter.  Chaplain 
Graetz  is  on  active  duty  in  Hungary  as 
National  Support  Element  Chaplain  for 
U.S.  peacekeeping  forces  in  the  Bal- 
kans. Chaplain  Graetz  was  voluntarily 
activated  for  this  duty  in  .January  2000 
and  will  be  on  active  duty  with  "Oper- 
ation Joint  Forge"  until  October.      [^] 
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Cheyenne  Church  heading  effort  to  get 
books  for  South  American  Seminary 


Cheyenne,   Wyo.  — 

The  Cheyenne  Breth- 
ren Church,  in  coop- 
eration with  the  Mis- 
sionary Ministries 
Council  of  The  Breth- 
ren Church,  is  provid- 
ing your  congregation 
an  easy,  unique,  and 
exciting  way  to  pro- 
mote missions. 

The  South  Ameri- 
can Theological  Sem- 
inary— a  joint  project 
of  The  Brethren 
Church  in  the  U.S.A., 
Ashland  Theological 
Seminary,  and  The  Brethren 
Church  in  Argentina — is  seeking  to 
build  its  library  so  that  it  can  re- 
ceive accreditation  for  the  education 
of  Brethren  pastors,  educators,  and 
missionaries  throughout  Latin 
America.  {Seepages  6  and  7  for  more 
about  this  seminary.) 

The  Cheyenne  Brethren  Church 
instituted  the  idea  of  offering  indi- 
viduals and  families  the  opportunity 


This  Volume  is 

Graciously  donated  to  the 

South  American 

Theological  Seminary 

By 


ofthe 


Church 


A  sample  bookplate 

successful 


to  share  in  this  work 
by  purchasing  dedica- 
tory bookplates  for 
the  library.  Each 
bookplate  equals  a  gift 
of  $20.00,  which  will 
purchase  one  volume 
for  the  library.  The 
bookplates  will  be 
affixed  to  the  books  in 
the  library,  a  reminder 
of  the  love  and  sup- 
port the  U.S.  congre- 
gations have  for  their 
South  American 

Brethren. 
This  idea  was  so 
in  Cheyenne  that  the 
congregation  asked  permission  to 
coordinate  this  fundraising  effort 
throughout  the  denomination. 
Local  churches  have  already  re- 
ceived promotional  packages,  but 
even  if  you  missed  the  July  15  dead- 
line, we  are  still  permitting  individ- 
uals to  contribute  through  August. 
Simply  send  your  contribution,  your 
church  name,  and  the  name  you 


James  Frado  to  serve  The  Brethren  Church 
as  Director  of  Stewardship  and  Development 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  Dr.  Emanuel 
Sandberg  has  announced  the  appoint- 
ment of  James  Frado  to  the  full-time 
position  of 
Director  of 
Stewardship 
and  Develop- 
ment for  The 
Brethren 
Church. 

Mr.  Frado 
is  not  new 
to  this  posi- 
tion, having 
served  as 
Manager  of 
Stewardship  •>^''"  ^''^'^/^^ 

and  Planned  Giving  on  a  part-time 
basis  for  the  past  three  years.  Upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Ministries  Council  and  with  the 
approval  of  the  Executive  Board,  this 
has  now  been  expanded  to  the  full- 
time  position  of  Director  of  Steward- 
ship and  Development. 


Prior  to  his  denominational  ap- 
pointment, Jim  was  employed  by  a 
local  professional  services  firm,  where 
he  advised  clients  in  financial  plan- 
ning, investments,  insurance,  and 
marketing.  Jim  earned  designations 
as  a  Chartered  Financial  Consultant 
and  Chartered  Life  Underwriter  from 
The  American  College  in  Bryn  Mawr, 
Pa.,  and  is  a  registered  General  Secu- 
rities Principal  with  the  National  As- 
sociation of  Securities  Dealers.  His 
background  also  includes  develop- 
ment of  multiple  financial  services 
entities  for  major  banking  institu- 
tions in  Maryland,  Washington,  D.C., 
and  Virginia. 

In  1996  Jim  and  his  family  moved 
from  Linwood,  Md.,  where  they  were 
members  of  the  Linwood  Brethren 
Church,  to  Ashland,  where  both  he 
and  his  wife  Karen  began  studies  at 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary.  Jim  ex- 
pects to  receive  a  Master  of  Divinity 
degree  next  year,  and  Karen  received 


^odt/i 


would  like  put  on  the  bookplate  to: 

SAS  Bookplates 

Cheyenne  Brethren  Church 

2600  East  12th  St. 
Cheyenne,  WY  82001-5602 

The  Cheyenne  Brethren  Church 
will  be  handling  all  administration, 
promotion,  and  production  of  this 
project,  so  all  donations,  questions, 
or  material  requests  should  be  di- 
rected to  the  Cheyenne  Brethren 
Church,  not  The  Brethren  Church 
National  Office.  We  will  be  present- 
ing the  funds  and  bookplates  donat- 
ed to  date  at  the  Estes  2000  Gener- 
al Conference,  but  donations  will  be 
accepted  through  August  31,  2000. 

If  each  Brethren  family  would 
purchase  just  one  volume  for  the 
library,  we  would  completely  supply 
the  volumes  the  South  American 
Theological  Seminary  still  needs  for 
accreditation.  Please  seriously  con- 
sider joining  this  national  effort  to 
further  God's  Kingdom. 

If  you  have  questions  about  this 
fundraising  effort,  please  contact 
Pastor  Emery  Hurd  at  the  Chey- 
enne Brethren  Church  (by  e-mail  at 
CheyenneBrethrenCh(a'att.net,  by 
phone  at  307-638-6411.  [I}"] 

a  Master  of  Arts  in  Christian  Ministry 
degree  this  spring.  As  members  of 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church  in  Ash- 
land, Jim  and  Karen  participate  in  the 
church's  newest  outreach  service.  The 
Crossing,  and  teach  a  Sunday  school 
class  for  fifth-  and  sixth-grade  youth. 
Karen  also  serves  the  church  as 
prayer  coordinator. 

For  the  past  two  years  Jim  has 
served  in  several  worship  capacities — 
with  Dr.  Terry  Wardle  and  Dr  Richard 
Parrott  in  Renewing  Pastor  and  Peo- 
ple, and  as  worship  coordinator  for 
General  Conference.  Jim  also  owns 
Small  Voice  Studios,  a  digital  record- 
ing facility  focusing  on  the  develop- 
ment and  encouragement  of  gifted 
Christian  artists. 

Jim  and  Karen  have  three  children, 
a  daughter  Allison  (13),  and  sons 
James  (11)  and  Michael  (9).  (^] 


July/August  2000 
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New  Lebanon  Brethren 
enjoy  special  Sundays 


New  Lebanon,  Ohio  —  A  variety 
of  special  events  have  taken  place 
on  recent  Sundays  at  The  Brethren 
Church  in  New  Lebanon. 

On  Mother's  Day,  the  congregation 
honored  Jane  Metzger  as  Woman  of 
the  Year.  Mrs.  Metzger  has  been  an 
active  member  of  the  church  for 
many  years,  including  many  years 
on  the  Ministry  of  Deacons  with  her 
late  husband  Howard.  As  a  special 
surprise,  her  grandson,  Chris  Wolfe, 
played  a  cello  solo  at  the  service. 

So  as  not  to  show  partiality,  the 
local  W.M.S.  began  this  year  select- 
ing a  Man  of  the  Year,  honored  on 
Father's  Day.  This  year's  honoree 
was  Jim  Eck,  who  served  the  local 
church  for  many  years  as  treasurer 
and  on  the  Ministry  of  Deacons,  and 
who  also  served  the  denomination 
as  a  member  of  the  Missionary 
Board  of  the  Brethren  Church.  Mr. 
Eck,  who  passed  away  in  April,  was 
honored  posthumously,  with  the 
award  being  presented  to  his  wife 
Wanda. 

Moldova,  a  little-known  country 
that  used  to  be  part  of  the  Soviet 


Union,  became  a  little  bet- 
ter known  at  New  Lebanon 
on  Sunday,  May  28,  when 
David  and  Sherri  Rowser 
spoke  at  the  church.  David, 
Sherri,  and  their  children 
serve  as  missionaries  to 
Moldova.  David,  who  grew 
up  in  New  Lebanon,  is  the 
son  of  former  pastor  and 
wife,  Rev.  Don  and  Charlene 
Rowser,  who  attended  the 
service.  A  carry-in  meal 
after  the  service  provided 
time  for  fellowship  with  the 
Rowser  family. 

On  the  following  Sunday, 
June  4,  the  youth  took 
charge  of  the  worship  service,  pro- 
viding special  music  and  presenting 
a  skit  that  captured  everyone's  at- 
tention. The  young  children  played 
the  bells  and  sang.  Youth  Director 
Kyle  Wardlaw  presented  the  morn- 
ing message. 

Pop  and  a  hot  dog  both  for  a  quar- 
ter! That's  what  the  Outreach  Com- 
mittee of  the  church  offered  people 
who  attended  Stagecoach  Days, 
June  9-11,  in  the  New  Lebanon 
community.  People  were  sur- 
prised— and  pleased — at  the  price. 
The  church  used  this  as  an  act  of 
kindness  to  the  New  Lebanon  com- 
munity. And  since  everything  was 
donated  by  members  or  groups 
within  the  church,  the  committee 
made  nearly  $200,  which  went  to  a 
benefit  set  up  to  help  cover  medical 
expenses  for  two  community  young 
people  suffering  with  brain  cancer. 

In     addition     to     these     special 


Jane  Metzger  (i),  New  Lebanon  s  Woman  of  the 
Year  2000.  with  Pauline  Winfield,  last  year's  honoree. 

events,  The  Brethren  Church  at 
New  Lebanon  continues  to  serve  as 
the  host  church  for  the  community 
food  pantry.  And  the  church  pro- 
vides a  free  meal  one  Saturday  a 
month  to  anyone  who  requests  it. 

Rev.  Bill  Walk,  pastor  of  the 
church,  asks  that  Brethren  "Con- 
tinue to  pray  for  us  as  we  seek  new 
and  different  opportunities  to  get 
God's  Word  around."  [1}'] 


New  Pastor 

The  First  Brethren 
Church  of  West  Alexan- 
dria, Ohio,  has  a  new 
pastor.  Rev.  Frank  Pro- 
tinger  {at  left  in  photo) 
began  serving  the  con- 
gregation July  1.  From  a 
Grace  Brethren  back- 
ground. Pastor  Protinger 
comes  to  West  Alexan- 
dria from  Union  City, 
Ind.  He  and  his  wife 
Sharon  {at  right  in  photo) 
have  three  children,  all 
married,  and  nine  grand- 
children. 

—  report  and  photo  hy 
Audrey  Gilbert 
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RENEW  OUR  SPIRIT  was  the 
theme  of  General  Conference 
2000,  held  last  month  at  Estes  Park, 
Colorado.  The  location,  in  the  midst 
of  majestic  mountains  (see  above), 
was  conducive  to  renewal.  As  Leroy 
Solomon,  our  new  Conference  mod- 
erator, wrote,  "The  scenery  of  Estes 
Park  caused  the  verse  from  Psalm  8 
to  ring  in  my  mind  and  heart  all 
week:  'O  Lord,  our  Lord,  the 
majesty  of  your  name  fills  the  earth' 
(nl).  And  yet  I  was  reminded  that 
the  majesty  of  the  scenery  could  not 
be  compared  to  God's  majesty,  the 
Creator  of  all  this  scenery." 


Add  to  this  magnificent  scenery 
the  wonderful  times  of  worship,  the 
blessed  fellowship  of  the  Brethren, 
periods  of  prayer,  and  powerful  mes- 
sages from  God's  Word,  and  all  the 
elements  for  renewal  were  present. 
And  renewal  did  happen,  as  God's 
Spirit  moved  among  the  Brethren. 

The  following  pages  give  a  report 
of  the  Conference  and  of  the  BYIC 
Convention  that  was  held  concur- 
rently. (And  the  Women's  Outlook 
Newsletter  in  the  center  of  this  issue 
tells  about  the  WM.S.  Conference.) 
Reading  about  Conference  isn't  the 
same  as  being  there,  that's  for  cer- 


tain. But  some  of  the  blessing  and 
inspiration  can  be  received  in  this 
way.  And  for  those  who  want  to  go 
deeper,  audio  cassettes  of  the  mes- 
sages are  available  (see  page  3). 

It  is  my  prayer  that  the  pages  that 
follow  will  be  a  means  by  which  God 
continues  to  Renew  Our  Spirit  in 
The  Brethren  Church. 

—  Richard  Winfield,  editor 


Photo  above:  The  All-Conference  Group 
Picture.  Full-color,  10x16  inch  copies  are 
available  for  $15.00  from  Photos  by  Dill, 
970-586-8736.  Reorder  #2118.  (Copyright 
©  Photos  by  Dill,  Inc.:  used  by  permission.) 
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Monday:  Opening  Celebration 

Going  beyond  contentment 

Reported  by  Rich  Rader 


\. 


J 


WHETHER  on  a  plane  or  in  a 
pew,  most  people  are  not  look- 
ing for  excitement.  They  just  want 
to  be  content.  The  Brethren  denom- 
ination has  a  choice  to  make:  Will 
we  be  satisfied  to  be  content  where 
we  are  as  a  church,  or  do  we  want 
more?  This  was  the  question  put  be- 
fore us  by  Dr.  Dan  Lawson,  Director 
of  Congregational  Ministries  for  our 
denomination,  as  he  shared  God's 
Word  in  the  opening  celebration  of 
the  112th  General  Conference  of 
The  Brethren  Church. 

Situated  at  an  elevation  above 
8000  feet,  we  found  ourselves  sur- 
rounded by  the  majesty  of  our  living 
Lord  as  we  gazed  upon  the  breath- 
taking Rocky  Mountains  and  the 
beautiful,  wide-open  Colorado  skies. 
We  sensed  the  sweetness  of  God's 
Holy  Spirit,  ready  to  meet  us  for  a 
week  of  refreshment  and  renewal. 


Rev.  G.  Emery  Hurd,  pastor  of  the 
nearby  Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  Brethren 
Church,  welcomed  all 
who  had  gathered  in 
the  Walter  G.  Ruesch 
Auditorium  to  kick 
off  this  much-antici- 
pated Conference. 
He  reminded  those 
assembled  that  the 
success  of  this  event 
was  not  about  plan- 
ning, but  about 
prayer;  not  about 
proclamation,  but 
about  praise;  not 
about  our  wills,  but 
about  worship. 

Dr.  John  Shultz, 
General  Conference 
moderator,  reminded  us  of  the 
theme  for  the  week,  and  with  our 
minds,  hearts,  and  spirits  focused 


churches 


Dan  Lawson 
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The  Spirit  2000  Praise  Team  provided  spirited  and 
Spirit-filled  leadership  for  times  of  worship  on  Monday 
night  and  for  numerous  other  sessions  throughout  the 
week.  Team  members  included  (I.  to  r)  Mike  Lawrentz, 
Reo  Oblisk,  Wes  Porter,  Neil  Ebert,  Scott  Ashley,  Doug 
Cooper  (foreground),  Jim  Frado,  and  Scott  Ailes,  as 
well  as  (not  shown)  drummer  Sean  Ebert,  sound  techni- 
cian Gabe  Plank,  and  visuals  technician  Bruce  Ronk. 

on  Jesus,  we  entered  into  a  week  of 
prayer,  praise,  and  worship,  asking 
God  to  "Renew  Our  Spirit." 

The  Spirit  2000  Praise  Team  ig- 
nited our  worship  as  we  lifted  our 
voices,  our  hands,  and  our  hearts  to 


the  Lord  through  music.  By  means 
of  a  concert  of  prayer,  brothers  and 
sisters  from  around  the  world  cele- 
brated a  year  filled  with  the  many 
blessings  of  God.  We  eagerly  lis- 
tened to  the  exciting  vision  for  fu- 
ture ministry  God  is  giving  to  indi- 
viduals around  the  denomination. 

Our  hearts  rejoiced  as  we  heard 
the  testimonies  of  Rev.  Bob  French 
and  Rev.  Paul  Sluss,  who  shared 
how  the  vitality  of  their  local 
had  been  enhanced 
through  "Renewing 
Pastor  and  People." 
The  Conference  re- 
sponded by  sharing  a 
$4,525  offering  for 
scholarships  for  the 
continuation  of  this 
program. 

Dr.  Lawson  brought 
the  evening  message 
from  Hebrews  12:1-3. 
He  opened  by  talking 
about  that  long-loved 
game,  hide-and-seek. 
"Have  you  been  hid- 
ing from  God?"  he 
asked.  It's  time  to 
allow  God  to  find  us, 
so  that  we  can  run  home  together. 

Reminding  us  that  the  previous 
chapter  (ch.  11)  of  Hebrews  con- 
tains what  many  people 
consider  to  be  the  "great 
hall  of  faith"  of  the  Bible— 
a  list  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment's heroes  of  faith — Dr 
Lawson  encouraged  us  to 
ask  ourselves  a  two-part 
question,  "Whom  do  I  want 
to  be  like?"  and  "Am  I  liv- 
ing like  the  people  I  want 
to  be  like?"  If  we  are  going 
to  be  like  our  faith  heroes 
in  Hebrews  11,  then  there 
are  three  things  that 
Hebrews  12:1-3  tells  us  we 
must  do,  he  said. 

The  first  thing  we  must 
do  is  "throw  off  everything 
that  hinders."  We  must  rid 
ourselves  of  all  the  excess 
baggage    that    weighs    us 
down.  Dr.  Lawson  pointed 
out  that  the  word  used  here  is  actu- 
ally a  physical  fitness  term.   "You 
can't  win  the  race  when  you  are 
spiritually   flabby."    We   must   also 
"throw  off  .  .  .  the  sin  that  so  easily 
entangles."  A  runner  who  has  his 
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feet  tangled  up  in  a 
mess  of  rope  or  chains 
will  never  have  a 
chance  to  finish  the 
race,  much  less  an  op- 
portunity to  win.  We 
cannot  win  the  race 
with  our  feet  tangled 
up  in  sin. 

The  second  thing 
we  must  do  is  "run." 
The  Christian  faith  is 
not  a  passive  activity. 
We  must  run!  Our 
faith  must  be  a  living, 
active,  daily  part  of 
our  lives.  Dr.  Lawson 
put  it  plainly:  "If  you 
are  not  active  and 
growing,  you  are  pas- 
sive and  dying."  Nor 
are  we  called  to  run  f[eniptiou 
11  11  1     ,     celebration  of 

haphazardly,  but 

rather  "with  perseverance  the  race 
marked  out  for  us."  In  other  words, 
we  are  called  to  stay  on  course. 

How  do  we  do  that?  We  stay  on 
course  by  "fixing  our  eyes  on 
Jesus."  Who  is  He?  He's  "the  author 
and  perfecter  of  our  faith."  Why  did 
Jesus  suffer  and  die  for  us  on  the 


of  praise  to  God  filled  the  Walter  G.  Ruesch  Auditorium  with  joyful  sound,  as  the  opening 
the  112th  General  Conference  of  The  Brethren  Church  got  underway. 


cross?  He  did  so  "for  the  joy  set  be- 
fore him" — for  the  joy  of  seeing  your 
soul  and  my  soul  in  heaven.  "When 
Jesus  hung  on  the  cross.  He  had  you 
on  His  mind,"  Dr.  Lawson  said. 

Whether  on  a  plane  or  in  a  pew, 
most  are  satisfied  just  to  be  content. 
Dr  Lawson  concluded  his  challenge 


of  our  life  in  Christ  by  saying, 
"What  about  you?  Are  you  content, 
or  do  you  want  more?"  The  question 
is  yours.  [1)] 

Mr.  Rader  serves  as  Pastor  of  Wor- 
ship and  Evangelism  at  Living  Waters 
Conimunity  Church,  Mansfield,  Ohio. 


Many  behind-the-scenes  servants  play  an  important  role  in  the  success 
of  any  Conference.  One  person  who  played  a  crucial  role  in  this  year's 
event  was  Alan  Schiniedt  (above),  who,  with  help  from  others,  loaded 
sound  equipment,  boxes  of  Conference  folders  and  other  supplies.  Na- 
tional Office  equipment,  displays,  supplies  and  equipment  for  the  Youth 
Convention,  and  even  Charlie  Munson's  scooter,  in  his  pickup  and  a  Li- 
Haul  trailer  Then,  accompanied  by  his  wife  Cheryl,  Alan  drove  1 ,400  miles 
to  deliver  everything  to  Fstes  Park.  And  after  Conference,  he  brought  it 
all  (except  what  was  distributed  during  the  week)  back  to  Ashland. 

Another  servant  who  has  worked  behind  the  scenes  at  Conference  for 
a  number  of  years  is  Rev.  Gene  Oburn  (above  right),  pastor  of  the  Loree 
Brethren  Church,  who  makes  tapes  of  the  Conference  speakers  and 
workshop  leaders  and  duplicates  them  for  those  who  wish  to  purchase 


copies.  Gene  was  on  the  job  again  this  year  and  made 
tapes  of  Dan  Lawson 's  message;  Sally  Morgcnthaler's 
evening  message  and  her  workshop;  Ken  Blue's  evening 
message  and  his  two  workshops;  H.B.  London's  evening 
message  and  his  workshop;  Terry  Wardle's  two  work- 
shops; and  a  workshop  by  Bill  Wright. 

Tapes  are  still  available  and  may  be  purchased  for  S5 
each,  4  tapes  for  $16,  or  all  1 1  tapes  for  $45  (plus  $2  for 
shipping  on  any  order).  Send  your  order  (with  check 
payable  to  The  Brethren  Ciiurch)  to  The  Brethren  Church, 
524  College  Ave.,  Ashland.  OH  44805.  Indicate  the  spcak- 
er(s)  you  want,  evening  message  or  workshop  or  both. 
See  articles  in  this  issue  for  titles  and  more  information. 
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Tuesday's  Youth-Adult  Session 

"Can  We  Read  Billboards?" 


Reported  by  Norma  Waters 


V 


J 


THE  COMBINED  YOUTH-ADULT 
worship  service  on  Tuesday 
evening  of  General  Conference  was 
held  in  the  appropriately  named 
Longhouse,  the  only 
building  large  enough 
to  accommodate  the 
approximately  1,100 
youth  and  adults  at- 
tending the  BYIC 
Convention  and  the 
adult  Conference. 
After  prelude  music 
by  Aaron  Wardle  from 
Ashland,  Ohio,  Na- 
tional Youth  Leader 
Jaime  Gillespie  mod- 
erated a  time  of 
prayer  requests  and 
praises.  During  this 
time  several  youth 
gave  touching  testi- 
monies of  how  God 
was  at  work  in  and 
through  their  lives. 

Several  other  youth 
delegates  presented  a 
short  drama  called 
"Rotten  Fruit."  This 
by  a  time  of  group  singing,  led  by  the 
combined  youth  and  adult  worship 
teams.  The  offering  emphasis  for 
the  evening — a  new  ministry  called 


the  Brethren  Service  Corps — was 
explained  by  Dr.  Buzz  Sandberg, 
Executive  Director  for  The  Brethren 
Church.  On  offering  of  $6,939.72 
was  received. 

The  speaker  for 
the  evening  was 
Sally  Morgen- 
thaler,  worship  co- 
ordinator for  her 
local  church,  wor- 
ship        specialist 


//;  addition  to  her  voice 
and  lively  gestures,  Sally 
Morgenthaler  used  recorded 
music,  video  clips,  and  other 
projected  visuals  during  her 
Tuesday  evening  message  to 
model  a  multi-sensory  ap- 
proach to  worship. 

was  followed 


with  Denver  Seminary,  public 
speaker,  seminar  leader,  and  author. 
The  title  of  Ms.  Morgenthaler's 
message  was  "Can  We  Read  Bill- 
boards?" Her  objectives  were  (1)  to 


To  accommodate  the  crowd  oj  more  than  1,000,  Tuesday  evenings  combined  youth-adult  worship  service 
was  held  in  the  Longhouse,  where  the  BYIC  Convention  was  having  its  sessions.  During  the  service  one  of 
the  youth  said  approvingly  that  this  is  the  first  time  the  adults  have  come  to  the  "youth  house"  for  a  com- 
bined service.  In  the  past,  the  youth  have  always  gone  to  where  the  adults  were  meeting. 


impress  upon  us  the  characteristics 
of  the  postmodern  generation  (our 
young  people),  and  (2)  to  help  us  de- 
cide whether  we  are  communicating 
our  faith  to  them  effectively  in  our 
churches  and  homes. 

The  first  thing  Ms.  Morgenthaler 
emphasized  was  the  immense 
amount  of  information  surrounding 
us  today.  She  said  that  it  is  expected 
that  there  will  be  as  much  new 
knowledge  obtained  in  the  next 
three  decades  as  there  has  been  in 
the  past  three  centuries.  Further- 
more, technology  makes  all  of  this 
information  readily  accessible  to 
each  individual. 

Ms.  Morgenthaler  expounded  on 
six  characteristics  of  the  youth  of 
the  postmodern  generation:  they 
are  extremely  technologically  savvy; 
they  are  able  to  take  in  several 
things  at  once;  they  are  very  inter- 
ested in  the  mys- 
tical and  the  su- 
pernatural; they 
are  not  accepting 
of  moral  or  spiri- 
tual absolutes, 
they  are  highly 
cynical  and  skep- 
tical of  authority; 
but  they  are  still 
very  desirous  of 
emotional  at- 
tachment and 
lasting  relation- 
ships. 
She  said  that 
the  first  aspect  is  the  one  churches 
need  to  work  on  the  most — using 
more  technology  to  communicate 
better.  (Ms.  Morgenthaler  used  com- 
puterized audio  visuals  throughout 
her  talk  to  illus- 
trate this  point.) 
The  sixth  aspect  is 
where  Ms.  Morgen- 
thaler says  the 
church  has  its  best 
means  of  influenc- ' 
ing  our  youth.  She 
said  that  today's 
youth  do  not  feel 
their  identity  is  in 
their  knowledge, 
achievements,  or 
wealth,  but  in 
friendships.  We 

must  show  that  we 
care  about  them  and 
that  we  will  commit 
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to  relationships  with  them 
because  of  our  love  through 
Christ. 

Ms.  Morgenthaler  concluded 
with  three  points  for  our 
churches  to  remember.  Youth 
of  the  postmodern  age  believe 
that  (1)  there  is  a  God  and  the 
church  is  not  it,  (2)  people  are 
all  a  mess,  and  (3)  we  need 
each  other  to  get  through.  In 
response,  churches  must  find 
ways  to  (1)  show  them  the 
true  God  and  our  relationship 
with  Him,  (2)  exhibit  broken- 
ness  and  the  way  to  real  life 
through  Christ,  and  (3)  prove 
that  we  are  a  community  of 
caring  people.  She  closed  with 
1  Peter  2:9  —  "But  you  are  not 
like  that  [the  world],  for  you 
are  a  chosen  people  .  .  .  .This  is 
so  you  can  show  others  the 
goodness  of  God,  for  he  called 
you  out  of  the  darkness  into 
his  wonderful  light"  {New  Liv- 
ing Bible).  [Ij"] 

Mrs.  Waters,  a  member  of 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church  in 
Ashland,  Ohio,  is  an  employee 
of  The  Carpenter's  Shop,  the 
Brethren  bookstore  in  Ashland. 


Touchstones  of  Worship  for  Postmoderns 


In  addition  to  her  Tuesday  evening  mes- 
sage, Sally  Morgenthaler  led  a  workshop 
Wednesday  morning  entitled  "Touchstones 
of  Worship  for  Postmoderns."  Throughout 
the  workshop  she  emphasized  the  centrality 
of  relationships  in  reaching  younger  genera- 
tions, but  pointing  out  equally  that  worship 
is  about  bringing  people  into  an  encounter 
and  relationship  with  God. 

Morgenthaler  noted  that  worship  services 
today  should  be  multi-sensory  to  effectively 
reach  all  people.  As  a  reaction  to  Catholi- 
cism, Protestant  Christianity  became  "a 
spirituality  that  is  imprisoned  in  prinf  and 
devoid  of  much  in  the  realm  of  the  five  senses. 
She  reminded  participants  that  "the  Word  is 
first  and  foremost  a  person,  Jesus  Christ." 

She  discussed  several  elements  missing  in 
many  worship  services  and  settings,  includ- 
ing visuals  and  graphic  images,  drama, 
story,  and  atmosphere.  "If  we  don't  give 
people  something  to  look  at,"  she  said,  "we 
are  depriving  them  of  something  very  impor- 
tant in  their  encounter  with  God.  And  I'm 
not  talking  just  about  our  young  people!" 

In  spite  of  her  emphasis  on  being  aware  of 
postmodern  perspectives,  she  was  careful  to 
say  that  she  does  not  advocate  a  form  of 
"postmodern  worship"  where  every  "story" 
has  equal  validity.  "Christianity  does  have  a 
grand  story,  and  it  is  summarized  in  John 
3:16,"  she  said.  But  that  grand  story  must 


connect  with  the  stories  of  individual  people 
in  a  way  that  is  transforming. 

Morgenthaler  also  stressed  that,  if  wor- 
ship is  to  involve  more  of  the  senses,  it  will 
require  a  planning  team  working  well  in  ad- 
vance. This  team  should  consist  of  the  pas- 
tor and  the  lead  persons  in  the  congregation 
having  special  skills  in  particular  art  forms. 
For  example,  she  mentioned  that  any  church 
with  as  few  as  30  persons  has  at  least  one 
photographer.  Persons  with  a  passion  for  the 
arts  often  feel  neglected  and  under-utilized 
in  our  predominantly  verbal  church  culture. 
"The  key,"  she  said  to  pastors,  "is  that  you 
are  not  doing  it  alone." 

She  closed  by  saying  that  "the  age  of  'one 
size  fits  air  is  gone.  There  is  no  other 
church  in  the  universe  like  yours."  She 
encouraged  leaders  not  to  try  to  mimic  an- 
other church  nor  to  try  to  address  all  art 
fonns  or  styles,  particularly  at  the  begin- 
ning. Instead,  she  said,  congregations 
should  begin  with  the  skills  represented  in 
the  congregation,  trusting  God  to  guide 
them  in  creating  worship  services  to  reach  a 
growing  variety  of  persons. 

—  reported  by  Ronald  W.  Waters 

Rev.  Waters  is  Assistant  Professor  of  Evan- 
gelism at  Ashland  Theological  Seminary 
and  Consultant  for  Evangelism/Church 
Growth  for  The  Brethren  Church. 


The  Flame  of  Love:  the  Ministry  of  the 

Holy  Spirit  in  Today's  Church 

A  workshop  by  Terry  Wardle 


"The  purpose  of  this  workshop  is  not  to 
provide  a  recipe  which  you  can  take 
home  and  cook  up  in  your  local  church.  It 
is  about  a  meal  from  God  for  you  today," 
said  Dr.  Terry  Wardle,  Associate  Profes- 
sor of  Church  Growth  at  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  as  he  began  his  work- 
shop on  "The  Flame  of  Love:  the  Ministry 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  Today's  Church."  It's 
not  primarily  about  gaining  more  infor- 
mation, but  about  our  transformation. 

Our  spiritual  transformation  journey 
has  three  facets:  (1)  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
drawing  us  into  the  Father's  embrace;  (2) 
the  Holy  Spirit  desires  to  transfomi  us  on 
a  moment  by  moment  basis  into  the 
image  of  Jesus  Christ;  (3)  the  Holy  Spirit 
brings  healing  to  our  lives  so  that  we  can 
minister  as  "wounded  healers."  These 
three  processes  are  simultaneous,  not 
sequential.  The  Holy  Spirit  works  them 
out  as  we  are  in  relationship  with  the 
Lord  and  with  other  believers — in  the 
"community"  of  faith. 


Referring  to  1  Corinthians  2:1-5,  Dr. 
Wardle  presented  four  items  regarding 
the  Holy  Spirit:  (1)  It's  not  about  talk. 
"I  did  not  come  with  eloquence,"  Paul 
wrote.  (2)  It's  all  about 
Christ  and  Him  crucified. 
(3)  It's  about  vulnerability 
on  the  part  of  the  messen- 
ger. Paul  wrote,  "  I  came 
in  weakness  and  fear,  and 
with  much  trembling." 
And  (4)  it's  about  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit; 
"a  demonstration  of  the 
Spirit's  power,"  are  Paul's 
words  (cf  I  Thess.  1:5). 

In  today's  world  people 
are  asking  "Which  god  is 
God?"  The  ultimate  an- 
swer to  this  question  doesn't  come  from 
textbooks  and  intellectual  arguments.  It 
comes  from  the  power  of  God  working  in 
people's  lives  so  that  they  are  changed — 
transfonned.  But  at  the  very  time  when 


Dr  Terry 


demonstrations  of  God's  power  through 
the  Holy  Spirit  would  answer  the  ques- 
tion, much  of  the  church  continues  to 
marginalize  the  ministry  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  Why  is  this? 

Dr.  Wardle  presented  five  common  con- 
cerns that  many  in  the  church  have  re- 
garding openness  to  "demonstrations  of 
the  Spirit's  power."  First,  a  concern  that 
people  will  set  aside  God's 
Word  and  be  governed  instead 
only  by   experiences.   Solu- 
tion: open  God's  Word  more 
than  ever  before.  Second,  a 
concern  that  people  will  be- 
come preoccupied  only  with 
the   "manifestations."   Solu- 
tion: focus  on  Jesus  Himself 
as  never  before.  Third,  a  con- 
cern that  excessive  emotion- 
alism will   result.   The  solu- 
tion: Not  to  squelch  emotions 
but    to    experience    hcaltiiy 
Wardle  emotions    through    spiritual 

and  emotional  healing.  Observation:  How 
can  we  really  be  in  the  presence  of  Christ 
and  not  experience  emotion? 

Fourth,   a  concern   that  church   splits 
(continued  on  page  7) 
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Wednesday:  An  Evening  of 

Grace  and  Blessing 

Reported  by  Tim  Garner 
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WORSHIP  reached  one  of  its 
wonderful  peaks  during  the 
Wednesday  evening  session  of  Gen- 
eral Conference,  as  Brethren  from 
Argentina  set  the  mood  for  the  in- 
ternational mission's  focus  of  the 
evening.  The  12-member  praise 
team  from  Colon,  Argentina,  led  by 
Eduardo  and  Mariela  Rodriguez, 
new  parents  and  directors  of  the 
South  American  Theological  Semi- 
nary, humbly  and  beautifully  guided 
us  cross-culturally  into  the  presence 
of  the  Spirit  of  Christ.  Singing  in 
English  and  Spanish  the  gathered 
body  was  invited  to  "stand  up  and 
give  Jesus  the  praise"  as  we  "cele- 
brated the  resurrection  of  the 
Lord."  lYamos  a  celebrar!  IResucito 
el  Senor! 

Reilly  Smith,  Director  of  Mission- 
ary Ministries,  guided  a  concert  of 
prayer  for  those  serving  as  interna- 
tional missionaries.  Dr.  Fred  Finks 
described  the  purpose  of  the  special 
emphasis  offering  for  the  evening: 
$36,000  to  complete  the  purchase 
and  remodeling  of  a  facility  to  house 
the  South  American  Theological 
Seminary  (SATS).  With  the  added 
challenge  of  a  $20,000  matching  gift 


and  the  guidance  of  the  Spirit  of 
God,    the    offering   was    received. 
After  the  offering  was  counted.  Dr. 
Finks   returned  to   the  platform 
and  took  off  his  shoes,  calling 
this  a  "Moses  moment."  He 
announced  that — not  includ- 
ing  the    $20,000    matching 
gift— $33,000  had  been  given 
or  pledged  that  evening  for 
the  SATS  building.  To  add  to 
the  thrill,  it  was  announced 
that,    through   combined 
efforts  of  the  Laymen's 
Organization,  Mission- 
ary Ministries,  and  the 
bookplate    project    of 
the  Cheyenne  Breth- 
ren Church,  $26,000 
had  been  raised  to 
purchase  books  for 
the    SATS    library. 
What  a  celebration  of  giving! 

The  grace  of  God  illustrated  by 
the  inspiration  of  music  and  the 
generosity  of  the  offerings  was  com- 
plimented by  the  insights  of  the 
evening's  speaker,  Dr.  Ken  Blue, 
pastor  of  Foothills  Church  of  San 
Diego,  Calif  Dn  Blue  put  a  fresh  face 
on  the  grace  of  God.  Using  numer- 


ous first-century  cultural  insights 
throughout  the  address,  he  illus- 
trated and  defined  grace  through 
Jesus'  encounters  with  three  "bad 
women."  Blue  noted  that  he  had  ar- 
rived at  the  three  topics  after  listen- 
ing to  the  Brethren  at  meals  and 
during  the  services  he  had  attended 
to  that  point  in  the  week.  He  felt  we 
needed  to  hear  about  God's  grace  in 
the  following  three  areas. 

First,  "By  God's  grace,  who  does 
Jesus  accept?"  Blue  stated  that  in 
John  8  the  "agents  of  the  law  were 
there    to    accuse    the    lady    and 
Jesus."  The  law  accuses,  con- 
demns, and  has  no  interest 
in  you  until  you  transgress 
one    of   the    rules."    The 
woman  caught  in  adultery 
illustrates  that  the  wages  of 
sin  is  death.  Her  accusers, 
with    stones   in   hand, 
had  a  just  cause  by 
which  to   kill   her. 
The      Pharisees' 
mindset  was 

"Keep  the  rules 
and  be  reward- 
ed.   Break    the 
rules    and    get 
punished."    Do 
we,     like     the 


Ken  Blue 


The  Praise  Team  from  Colon,  Argentina,  led  the  Conference  in  excitementfilled  praise  to  God  in  both 
English  and  Spanish.  Team  members  are  (I.  to  r)  Marcela  Rivera.  Gustavo  Estabillo,  Sebastian  Valli,  Monica 
Santiago,  Romina  de  DeCarlo,  Mauricio  Movili,  Veronica  Ulla  de  Petracca,  Liliana  de  Stradella,  Marcelo 
Deacon.  Mariela  de  Rodriguez.  Alvaro  DeCarlo  (behind),  and  Eduardo  Rodriguez  (in  front). 


Pharisees,  have  a  law  mentality?  Do 
we  get  legalistic  about  issues?  Do  we 
accuse  people  of  lawbreaking  when 
extending  a  hand  of  grace  would  be 
more  grace-full?  Blue  stated,  "When 
Jesus  is  around,  people  are  not  hurt 
by  the  law.  Jesus  says  to  the  woman, 
'Don't  ever  even  think  that  I  will 
accuse  you.' "  One's  performance 
is  irrelevant  to 
Jesus'  accep- 
tance. His  love 
keeps  no  record 
of  wrongs. 

Accusation  had 
no  part  of  Jesus' 
ministry.  Is  it  a 
part  of  the 
church's  min- 
istry? Blue  con- 
cluded his  first 
point  by  saying, 
"Whoever  has 
the  power  to  ma- 
nipulate you  and 
humiliate  you, 
has  the  power  to 
abuse  you."  The 
means     of    this 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


abuse  is  often  accusation.  Blue's  ob- 
servations of  the  Brethren  tell  him 
that  we  need  to  work  on  accepting 
one  another  in  love  and  grace. 

The  second  question  Blue  ad- 
dressed was,  "By  God's  grace,  whose 
worship  does  He  accept?"  Luke 
7:36-50  records  the  story  of  a  second 
"bad  woman"  who  receives  grace.  She 
is  an  uninvited  guest  to  Simon  the 
Pharisee's  home.  She  is  a  prostitute. 
Her  let-down  hair,  telling  others 
she's  open  for  business,  has  a  differ- 
ent use  that  evening.  Breaking  the 
expensive  alabaster  vial  of  perfume, 
the  profit  from  her  trade,  she  offers 
it,  her  tears,  her  kisses,  her  very  self 
to  Jesus.  Of  this  shocking  behavior, 
Jesus  in  essence  says,  "I  like  it."  She 
gave  what  she  had.  Jesus  wants  and 


graciously  accepts  our  worship 
when  we  give  what  we  have. 

The  debate  over  worship  styles 
rages  across  our  country.  Blue  ob- 
served simply  that  if  people  are  giv- 
ing God  all  they  are  and  all  they 
have,  God  accepts  this  as  worship. 
And  we  would  do  well  to  do  likewise. 

The  third  question  of  the  evening 
was,  "By  the  grace  of  God,  who  does 
He  use  in  ministry?"  The  third  "bad 
woman"  is  found  in  John  4.  This  ac- 
count illustrates  how  Jesus  invites 
this  ostracized,  five-time-married- 
living-with-a-sixth-man  Samaritan 
woman  into  relationship  with  Him- 
self In  this  story  Jesus  again  de- 
clares, "People  are  more  important 
than  religion"  (religion  defined  as 
rule-keeping  that   kills,    excludes, 


Workshops  by  Ken  Blue 

In  addition  to  his  Wednesday  evening 
message,  Ken  Blue  led  two  workshops — 
"Healing  Spiritual  Abuse"  on  Wednes- 
day morning  and  "The  Power  of  Grace" 
on  Thursday  morning. 

Healing  Spiritual  Abuse 

Spiritual  abuse  is  the  misuse  of  spiri- 
tual power,  Blue  said  in  his  first  work- 
shop. It  can  be  a  pastor  using  and  abus- 
ing the  parishioners,  or  it  can  be  a  power 
group  in  the  congregation  abusing  the 
pastor  and/or  others  in  the  church.  Guilt 
manipulation  is  a  common  form  of  spiri- 
tual abuse. 

Spiritual  abuse  is  a  really  big  deal  in 
the  Bible,  Blue  said.  It  is  the  only  social 
issue  that  Jesus  ever  took  up  a  platform 
against.  And  yet  the  church  has  had  little 
to  say  about  it.  Perhaps  the  reason  for 
this  is  that  the  spiritual  abusers  whom 
Jesus  spoke  against  crucified  Him. 

Blue  used  Matthew  23 — the  condem- 
nation of  the  teachers  of  the  law  and  the 
Pharisees — to  illustrate  Jesus'  teaching 
on  spiritual  abuse.  Spiritual  abusers  do 
not  practice  what  they  preach  (v.  3);  they 
tie  heavy  burdens  on  others  but  are  un- 
willing to  lift  a  finger  to  move  them  (v. 
4);  they  seek  to  be  honored  (vv.  5-7); 
they  major  on  minors  (vv.  23-24);  they 
are  hypocrites  (v.  25). 

The  ministry  of  Jesus  brings  joy  and 
relief,  not  burden,  Blue  said.  Grace  is  the 
cure  for  spiritual  abuse — both  for  the 
abused  and  the  abuser.  Spiritual  abusers 
seek  to  exercise  authority  over  others. 
But  real  authority  comes  by  loving.  "Do 
you  want  to  be  great  in  the  kingdom?" 
Blue  asked.  "Then  find  people  to  love 
and  serve." 


The  Power  of  Grace 

Dr.  Blue  used  the  parable  of  the  Prodi- 
gal Son  in  Luke  15  to  illustrate  "The 
Power  of  Grace."  "The  father  [in  the 
parable]  is  a  wonderful  picture  of  God's 
grace  and  fatherly  affection,"  he  said. 
This  grace  is  extended  to  both  sons  in  the 
parable,  to  the  younger  son  who  lived 
like  the  scum  of  the  earth,  and  to  the 
older  son  who  stayed  home  and  worked 
in  the  fields. 

Both  sons  had  a  legal  mentality — they 
thought  "sonship"  had  to  be  earned.  The 
difference  between  the  two  was  that  the 
younger  son  knew  that  he  had  not  earned 
it  ("I  am  no  longer  worthy  to  be  called 
your  son"  [v.  21]),  while  the  older  son 
thought  that  he  had  ("All  these  years  I've 
been  slaving  for  you  and  never  dis- 
obeyed your  orders"  [v.  29]).  The  father 
wanted  a  relationship  with  both  of  them. 
All  they  had  to  do  was  say  "yes."  Salva- 
fion  is  a  gift.  We  acdvate  that  salvafion 
by  saying  "yes"  to  Jesus. 

"The  Power  of  Grace"  (the  extent  to 
which  God  has  gone  to  extend  His  grace) 
is  well-illustrated  in  the  parable.  The 
father  in  the  parable  watched  intently  for 
the  son  (how  else  did  he  see  him  "while 
he  was  still  a  long  way  off'?);  he  was 
filled  with  compassion  for  the  son  (a 
deep  visceral  affection);  he  ran  to  the  son 
(a  very  undignified  thing  for  an  older 
gentleman  to  do);  he  threw  his  arms 
around  the  son  and  kissed  him  (not  only 
a  show  of  affection  but  a  means  of  pro- 
tecting him  from  villagers  who  might 
have  killed  this  "scum  of  the  earth"). 

Furthermore,   the   father  ordered   his 

servant  to  put  the  best  robe  (his  own 

robe)  on  the  boy,  to  put  a  ring  (his  ring) 

on  the  boy's  finger,  to  put  sandals  on  his 

(continued  on  page  9) 


judges).  Jesus  knew  her  "deepest 
reality,"  her  sin-marred  story.  Yet 
He  continued  to  relate  to  her.  This 
acceptance  reaches  its  climax  as 
Jesus  entrusts  to  her  his  deepest 
reality:  I  am  the  Messiah.  She  leaves 
her  experience  with  Jesus  as  the 
first  missionary  to  non-Jewish  peo- 
ple. So,  who  does  Jesus  use  in  min- 
istry? He  uses  anyone  who  has  had 
an  encounter  with  Him. 

God's  grace  is  unmerited  favor 
that  has  the  power  to  change 
women  and  men.  When  people  are 
accepted  as  they  are  through  the 
power  of  grace,  they  will  become 
Christ  to  others.  In  putting  a  fresh 
face  on  grace,  actually  three  fresh 
faces.  Blue  challenged  the  church  to 
broaden  her  understanding  of  grace 
by  seeing  each  person  as  more  im- 
portant than  religion.  ['^] 

Rev.  Garner  is  pastor  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Elkhart,  Ind. 


The  Flame  of  Love 

(continued  from  page  5) 
will  be  the  result.  Splits  come  for  two 
primary  reasons:  (1)  pastors  have  not 
been  taught  how  to  shepherd  people 
during  renewal;  (2)  some  sheep  refuse 
to  follow  the  shepherd.  Solution:  Let 
pastor  and  people  move  into  renewal 
together.  Fifth,  a  concern  that  renewal 
will  become  "hero"  dominated.  Solu- 
tion: let  all  of  the  people — all  of  the 
"body" — be  involved  in  ministry  that  is 
empowered  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Dr.  Wardle  gave  four  ways  to  open 
ourselves  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  flame 
of  love:  ( 1 )  Repent — repent  of  the  spir- 
it of  control  that  we  have  that  puts  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  a  box.  (2)  Reflect — 
engage  in  serious  reflechon  that  ap- 
proaches the  Bible  transfomiationally. 
(3)  Request — The  Father  gives  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  those  who  ask  (Luke  1 1 : 1 3),  so 
ask.  (4)  Receive — Position  oneself  to 
receive  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  workshop  concluded  with  a  time 
of  ministry  to  people  who  desired  prayer 
for  themselves  and  their  local  churches. 

This  brief  capsule  of  the  workshop  pre- 
sents information.  For  a  much  fuller  ef- 
fect, purchase  a  tape  of  the  workshop  (see 
page  3).  Listen  to  it  yourself  Listen  to 
it  with  a  group  of  people.  Pray  together. 
Receive  together.  The  Lord  is  doing  a 
new  thing  as  He  draws  us  to  the  Fa- 
ther's embrace  through  the  Holy  Spirit. 
—  reported  by  Arden  E.  Gihner 

Dr.  Gilmer  is  senior  pastor  of  Park 
Street  Brethren  Church,  Ashland.  Ohio. 
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Thursday:  H.B.  London  asks, 

"Is  anybody  getting  saved?" 

Reported  by  David  L.  Stone 


J 


DR.  H.B.  LONDON  preached  a 
very  challenging  sermon  on 
Thursday  evening  of  Conference. 
Dr.  London,  Vice-President  of  Min- 
istry Outreach/Pastoral  Ministries 
for  Focus  on  the  Family,  spoke  on 
"Enjoying  the  Journey."  He  men- 
tioned his  great  burden  for  a  church 
full  of  apathy  and  self-congratula- 
tion and  called  for  us  to  adopt  a 
"sense  of  passion  and  urgency." 

Dr.  London  noted  that  on  average 
about  10.7  churches  are  closed  and 
3.5  churches  are  opened  per  day  in 
the  United  States.  Every  day  3,500 
people  leave  the  church  and  never 
come  back,  primarily  because  they 
believe  the  church  is  not  relevant  to 
their  lives.  London  called  the  Breth- 


About  the  Service 

The  ministry  of  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary  (ATS)  was  highlighted  dur- 
ing the  Thursday  evening  service.  The 
prelude  for  the  service  was  a  video  pre- 
sentation of  a  segment  of  the  seminary 
choir's  Christmas  concert.  During  the 
Concert  of  Prayer,  led  by  ATS  profes- 
sor Dale  Stoffer,  prayers  were  offered 
for  the  seminary's  people  (administra- 
tion, faculty,  students)  and  its  ministry. 
Later  in  the  service  ATS  President  Dr. 
Fred  Finks  shared  some  of  the  exciting 
things  happening  at  the  seminary. 

Music  for  the  service  was  led  by  the 
Spirit  2000  Praise  Team  {see  page  2). 
The  music  was  a  wonderful  blend  of 
hymns  and  songs  that  lent  a  meditative 
atmosphere  to  the  service. 

Dr.  Lee  Solomon  spotlighted  the 
offering,  which  was  designated  to  pro- 
vide funds  to  recruit  and  help  train  ten 
new  church-planters  for  The  Brethren 
Church.  He  called  the  current  church- 
planters  to  the  front  of  the  auditorium 
and  asked  two  of  them.  Rev.  Jim  Thomas 
and  Rev.  Jim  Miller,  to  share  how  a  life 
has  been  changed  by  the  ministry  of 
each  of  their  new  congregations.  An 
offering  of  $6,142.75  was  received 
toward  the  goal  of  $10,000. 


ren  to  carry  on  as  witnesses  in  spite 
of  these  statistics.  He  presented  the 
following  principles  for  doing  so 
from  1  Thessalonians  5. 

Respect  your  pastor 

Dr.  London  identified  a  tendency 
in    the    church    to    "touch    God's 
anointed"  in  a  way  that  does  irrep- 
arable damage  not  only  to  the 
pastor  but  also  to  the  cause  of 
Christ.   Most   pastors   sin- 
cerely love  their  people, 
want  to  please  God,  and 
want  to  see  God  work 
in  some  special  way.  So 
it  is  disconcerting  that 
about   a   third   of  all 
pastors     have     been 
fired  at  least  once. 

The  average  tenure 
of  pastors  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  is  three  and 
one-half  years.   But  un 
less    a    pastor    serves    a 
church    for    five    to    seven 
years,  he  never  establishes  the 

Dr    f-f 

credibility  in  the  church  and 
the  community  to  be  an  "influ- 
encer"  there.  He  is  just  a  hired  hand 
who  serves  a  while  and  moves  on. 
God  calls  pastors  to  provide  leader- 
ship to  the  church,  but  they  are  not 
allowed  to  fulfill  that  role. 

Dr.  London  listed  four  ways  to 
treat  our  pastors  better: 

1.  Pray  for  your  pastor.  Put  a 
picture  of  him  and  his  family  on 
your  refrigerator  and  pray  for  them 
every  time  you  visit  it. 

2.  Let  him  dream.  Don't  use  the 
stupidest  phrases  in  the  world,  such 
as:  "We've  never  done  it  before";  "It 
won't  work  here";  "The  other  church 
down  the  street  tried  it";  and  "It 
costs  too  much."  With  passion  Dr. 
London  said,  "Don't  you  know  God 
is  trying  to  do  a  new  thing?  .  .  .  Let's 
not  quench  the  Spirit!" 

3.  Talk  to  your  pastor.  Don't 
talk  through  him.  Don't  talk  around 


him.  Don't  talk  about  him.  Don't 
like  the  music?  Talk  to  him.  Preach- 
ing too  long?  Talk  to  him.  The  worst 
thing  in  the  world  is  for  a  pastor  to 
be  doing  his  very  best  and  behind 
the  scenes  people  are  nit-picking 
and  negative. 

4.  Don't  be  part  of  a  pocket  of 
contention.  Most  pastors  who 
leave  a  church  due  to  conflict  do  so 
because  of  seven  or  fewer  people.  We 
should  support  our  pastor,  not  con- 
spire against  him. 

Make  people  holy,  not 
just  happy 

Most  people  in  the  church  today 
act  like  consumers.  We  think  that 
whatever  we  believe  should  make  us 
happy  and  comfortable.  Dr.  London 
warned  that  if  we  use  our  in- 
fluence in  the  church  to 
insist  on  our  own  way 
to  the  detriment  of 
the  gospel,  God  will 
hold  us  account- 
able. The  church 
is  not  about  mak- 
ing us  feel  com- 
fortable or  cater- 
ing to  our  prefer- 
ences. We  should 
not  insist  on  our 
favorite  type  of 
music  or  preaching 
style.  What  matters  is 
furthering  the  kingdom, 
the  glory  of  God. 
B.  London  q^.  London  described  his 
concept  of  revival.  It  is  not  emotion 
and  crowds  at  the  altar.  Instead,  it  is 
characterized  by  those  who  have 
gone  to  church  for  years  praying  the 
prayer  of  the  psalmist,  "Search  me, 
O  God,  and  know  my  heart;  .  .  .  See 
if  there  is  any  offensive  way  in  me, 
and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlasting" 
(Ps.  139:23,  24;  Niv).  Revival  by  this 
definition  is  when  church  people  are 
willing  to  seek  God's  will  and  to 
change  in  whatever  way  He  com- 
mands. And  Dr.  London  sees  a  great 
need  for  change  in  the  church.  "If 
the  horse  you're  riding  is  dead,  for 
God's  sake,  dismount,"  he  said. 

Be  more  concerned  about 
repentance  than  recruitment 

Dr.  London  maintained  that  the 
church-growth  movement  died 
seven  years  ago.  There  are  ten  per- 
cent fewer  people  in  church  today 
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Dear  Ladies: 

How  time  flies!  The  luggage  is  un- 
packed, laundry  done,  mail  sorted, 
bills  paid,  and  e-mail  checked.  I 
have  taken  a  few  deep  breaths  and  it 
is  time  to  write  another  letter.  We 
left  a  few  weeks  before  Conference 
in  Estes  Park  for  vacation,  but  being 
away  from  home  for  four  weeks  does 
take  its  toll.  However,  those  weeks 
were  so  wonderful  that  I  came  home 
renewed  and  richly  rewarded. 

We  left  Goshen  July  26  and  drove 
to  Tracy's  home  in  Powell,  Ohio. 
Vacation  actually  started  at  noon  on 
Sunday,  July  30,  with  all  six  of  us 
loaded  into  their  van.  We  thanked 
the  Lord  for  freeways,  as  we  were 
able  to  drive  to  Davenport,  Iowa, 
before  stopping  for  the  night. 

Monday  it  was  back  on  the  road 
again  to  Mitchell,  South  Dakota.  Of 
course,  no  stop  in  Mitchell  would  be 
complete  without  a  visit  to  the  Corn 
Palace.  It  has  changed  since  we 
stopped  there  24  years  ago,  but  was 
equally  interesting  and  unique. 
Then  it  was  on  to  the  magnificent 
sights  of  the  Bad  Lands,  Devils 
Tower,  Mt.  Rushmore,  and  the 
Black  Hills  National  Forest.  Tues- 
day night  was  spent  in  Spearfish, 
South  Dakota. 

Wednesday  we  drove  through 
Wyoming  as  far  as  Cody  on  the  east- 
ern side  of  Yellowstone  National 
Park  and  the  beginning  of  the  gor- 
geous Rocky  Mountains.  We  had  a 
real  treat  when  we  attended  the 
(continued  on  page  4) 


LESSONS  AND  BLESSINGS 

By  Sheri  Rowser 

Sheri  and  her  husband,  David,  and  two  children  were  missionaries 
in  Moldova,  a  former  Soviet  country  in  Eastern  Europe.  Sheri  was  the 
devotional  speaker  at  the  W.M.S.  Conference.  Excerpts  of  her  very 
inspirational  message  are  included  in  this  meditation. 

Trust  in  the  Lord  with  all  your  heart 
and  lean  not  on  your  own  understanding; 

Proverbs  3:5  (N/v) 


Often  I'm  asked  what  I  did  while 
living  in  Moldova,  and  the  only 
thing  I  did  was  to  be  obedient  to 
God's  calling  on  my  life.  In  being 
obedient,  God  granted  me  the  privi- 
lege of  being  a  part  of  what  He  is 
doing  in  Moldova. 

In  this,  I  received  numerous  bless- 
ings. 

•  The  blessing  of  seeing  God's 
miraculous  powers  at  work  in 
lives  of  those  around  me,  as  well 
as  in  my  own  family. 

•  The  blessing  of  beginning  the  first 
Vacation  Bible  School  in  our 
neighborhood  with  36  children  in 
1997,  then  to  see  it  grow  to  over 
950  in  1999. 

•  The  blessing  of  starting  a  Bible 
study  for  young  women,  inviting 
only  two,  but  opening  my  door  to 
14  young  women. 

•  The  blessing  to  have  had  six  vol- 
unteer men  from  Ohio  build  a  bas- 
ketball court  in  our  yard  and  then 
the  blessing  of  seeing  15  older 
teenage  boys  accept  Christ  the 
first  time  we  had  a  program  on 
the  court. 

•  The  blessing  of  our  neighbor  ac- 
cepting Jesus  as  her  Savior  and 
her  father  allowing  her  to  attend 
church,  which  he  had  previously 
forbidden. 

•  The  blessing  of  sitting  with  my 
closest  Moldovan  girl  friend  as  she 
accepted  Jesus  as  her  Savior 
And  I  could  continue  on  and  on 

with  blessings! 


Receiving  all  these  blessings  does 
not  mean  we  never  experienced  any 
struggles.  In  fact,  each  day  of  each 
year  was  a  struggle.  I  often  sang  the 
old  song  "One  Day  at  a  Time"  as 
"One  Minute  at  a  Time."  However, 
through  all  the  struggles,  God  was 
always  present  to  give  His  comfort, 
strength,  and  guidance.  It  was 
through  these  experiences  I  learned 
many  things. 

I  learned  about  faith  and  how  lit- 
tle I  had.  In  Luke  18:8,  Jesus  asked, 
when  He  came,  would  He  really  find 
faith  on  earth?  I'm  thankful  He  can 
find  more  faith  in  me  now  than  five 
years  ago! 

I  learned  how  to  truly  worship 
God.  I  had  depended  too  much  on 
English  words  and  songs  for  "sur- 
face" worship  instead  of  giving  God 
true  worship.  John  4:24  tells  us  the 
Father  seeks  true  worshipers  to 
worship  Him! 

I  learned  I  had  no  strength  of  my 
own.  When  I  finally  accepted  this, 
God  said,  "Good!  Now  you  will  de- 
pend on  me!"  As  Jesus  said  in  John 
15:5,  "for  without  Me,  you  can  do 
nothing." 

I  learned  about  prayer.  Miracles 
do  not  happen  from  time  spent  plan- 
ning. Miracles  happen  when  there 
has  been  time  spent  in  prayer!  Jesus 
told  us  in  Matthew  17:20-21  that,  if 
we  had  faith  as  a  mustard  seed,  we 
could  move  mountains,  but  this 
happens  only  by  prayer  and  fasting. 
(continued  on  page  4) 


Just  as  we  anticipated,  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  at  the  YMCA  of  the 
Rockies  in  Estes  Park,  Colorado, 
was  a  beautiful  mountaintop  experi- 
ence! From  the  mountains  each  of 
us  prayed  for  and  asked  God  to 
Renew  our  Spirit.  He  did! 

In  the  Protestant  Chapel  at  the 
Air  Force  Academy  in  Colorado 
Springs  hangs  the  banner  over  the 
altar  with  the  Bible  verses  from 
Psalm  121:  "I  will  lift  up  my  eyes  to 
the  hills.  .  .  .  My  help  comes  from 
the  Lord."  This  constant  affirma- 
tion to  the  sometimes  weary  spirits 
of  servicemen  is  what  we  experi- 
enced at  the  Conference.  Although 
we  left  the  mountains,  we  didn't 
leave  the  Source  of  our  renewal.  He 
abides  with  us!  And  is  constantly 
helping  and  renewing! 

The  W.M.S.  meeting  was  in  the 
lovely  Hyde  Chapel.  We  gathered  to 
meditate,  while  Marsha  Nies  (Mason- 
town)  played  the  beautiful  prelude, 
"It  is  Well  with  My  Soul."  Worship 
continued  when  DeAnn  Oburn,  vice 
president,  led  in  the  hymn  of  praise 
and  prayer,  "Cleanse  Me,"  using  the 
hymn  tune  of  "Savior,  Again  to  Thy 
Dear  Name  We  Raise."  Already  we 
were  being  renewed. 

The  devotional  speaker  was  Sheri 
Rowser,  the  daughter-in-law  of  our 
president,  Charlene.  Sheri  and  her 
family  were  missionaries  from  the 
Southern  Baptist  Church  to  Moldo- 
va, a  former  Soviet  country,  but  now 
a  small  country  between  Romania 
and  Ukraine  in  eastern  Europe.  Ex- 
cerpts from  Sheri 's  talk  are  on  page 
1  of  this  Newsletter. 

In  addition,  Sheri  said  the  country 
is  very  poor.  There  are  two  Protes- 
tant religions — Baptist  and  Pente- 
costal— although  the  state  religion 
is  eastern  Orthodox.  The  Baptist  is 
the  larger  and  numbered  about  330 
in  1999,  less  than  2%  of  the  entire 
population.  There  are  980  towns 
without  any  religion. 

Economically  the  country  is  also 
destitute:  unemployment  is  40%  of 
the  country;  the  monthly  pay  is  in 
the  $40-$50  range,  but  even  that 
amount  is  not  regularly  paid. 

Sheri  challenged  us:  do  not  be 
caught  up  in  too  much  activity,  even 


though  it  may  be  good,  that  we 
neglect  our  prayer  life.  "Frequently," 
she  said,  "we  spend  too  much  time 
in  planning  and  talking  about 
prayer,  but  not  enough  time  in  actu- 
al prayer." 

Due  to  Sheri's  health  problems, 
the  Rowsers  will  be  assigned  to 
another  country  with  better  medical 
facilities.  Because  of  this,  their 
hearts  are  grieved  for  all  the  un- 
saved in  Moldova,  since  they  will 
not  have  another  opportunity  to 
reach  them.  Sheri  asked  for  our 
prayers  for  the  next  missionaries 
assigned  to  Moldova. 

The  project  and  thank  offerings 
were  received  while  Marsha  played 
"The  Gift  of  Love."  Beautifully  dec- 
orated baskets  were  provided  by 
Vern  Graft  of  Loree  1  and  Marlene 
Dunn  of  Loree  Charity. 

The  representative  of  each  society 
received  a  memorial  booklet  pre- 
pared by  Sharie  Johnson  and  the 
Nappanee  W.M.S.  DeAnn  concluded 
the  ingathering  and  the  memorials 
with  a  prayer  of  thanks — not  only 
for  our  monetary  gifts  but  also  for 
the  gifts  of  the  dedicated  lives  of  our 
deceased  sisters  in  the  Lord.  Thirty- 
two  ladies  were  recognized. 

MISSIONARIES 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  welcome  sev- 
eral missionaries!  Their  presence 
contributed  to  our  mountaintop  joys. 

Sonia  Antunez  was  thankful  for 
prayers  since  she  had  recently  un- 
dergone major  surgery.  For  several 
years,  she  and  her  husband,  Miguel, 
had  tried  unsuccessfully  to  secure 
visas  to  come  to  the  States  from 
Lima,  Peru.  When  permission  was 
finally  granted,  she  did  not  allow 
recuperation  to  interfere! 

Jenny  Loi  expressed  her  thanks 
for  prayers  last  fall  when  she  had 
throat  problems.  She  was  healed  in 
time  to  sing  in  the  Christmas  canta- 
ta. Jenny  and  David  had  a  devastat- 
ing experience  in  July,  when  they 
were  robbed  and  their  van  stolen.  No 
one  was  hurt,  but  the  van  is  needed 
in  their  ministry  in  Johor,  Malaysia. 


Chantal  Logan  and  her  hus- 
band, Mark,  are  assigned  by  the 
Eastern  Mennonite  Conference  to 
Somalia,  a  country  in  eastern 
Africa,  but  they  will  live  in  Nairobi, 
Kenya,  just  across  the  border.  Soma- 
lia is  a  Muslim  country  and  has  had 
no  government  for  10  years.  Chan- 
tal requested  prayer  for  protection, 
guidance,  and  wisdom  to  learn  two 
more  languages. 

Nirmala  Kumar  brought  greet- 
ings from  the  national  pastors  and 
all  who  are  involved  in  the  Indian 
ministry,  including  the  women  in 
the  sewing  classes  and  70  children 
in  the  orphanages.  She  expressed 
her  thanks  for  the  prayers,  love,  and 
support  given  to  the  mission.  Be- 
cause of  threats  and  bomb  scares  to 
missionaries,  she  is  thankful  for 
many  people  who  use  the  prayer 
chapel  every  day  and  night;  its  light 
never  goes  out. 

Tracy  Ruggles  thanked  the 
ladies  for  their  loving  support  dur- 
ing her  pregnancy  and  for  the  won- 
derful gifts  Johnathan  received.  She 
commented  on  the  help  and  encour- 
agement all  of  them^Jen  Thomas, 
the  national  pastors  and  wives  in 
Mexico  City,  she  and  her  husband, 
Todd — received  through  our  prayers 
and  correspondence. 

Nancy  Hostetler  sent  greetings 
from  Riverside  Christian  School  in 
Lost  Creek,  KY.  She  appreciated  all 
the  support,  prayers,  and  encour- 
agement she,  her  family,  and  the 
school  received  this  year,  especially 
after  Doran's  death. 
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Dee  Keplinger,  representative  to 
the  Missionary  Ministries  Council, 
reported  that  Marcelo  and  Adri- 
ana  Ferreri  were  robbed  in  the 
Medelh'n,  Colombia,  airport  of  their 
visas,  tickets,  money,  etc.,  just  as 
they  were  leaving  for  Conference. 

Every  missionary  thanked  the 
ladies  for  the  prayers,  notes,  greet- 
ings cards,  and  various  remem- 
brances they  received.  In  fact,  at  the 
evening  missionary  service,  one  of 
the  men  exclaimed,  "And  those 
beautiful  W.M.S.  women  who  always 
remember  us,  just  when  we  are 
down!"  So,  ladies,  need  I  remind  you 
to  continue  your  prayers  and  your 
correspondence? 


BUSINESS 

Charlene  Rowser  presided  over 
the  business  meeting. 

The  following  committees  served: 
Credential  Committee:  Linda 
Immel  (North  Manchester)  and 
Helen  Garner  (North  Manchester) 
reported  52  delegates  and  9  nation- 
al officers,  a  total  of  61.  In  addition, 
28  guests  were  registered. 

Nominating  Committee:  Dee 
Keplinger  (Linwood)  and  Joanne 
Kroft  (Ashland  Garber)  presented 
the  following  slate  of  officers:  Vice 
President:  Judi  Gentle  (Ashland 
Joy)  and  Suzanne  Pennington  (Oak 
Hill);  Treasurer:  Janet  Rufener 
(Ashland  Joy)  and  Ginny  Hoyt  (Ash- 
land Joy). 

The  election  followed. 

Auditing  Committee:  Karen  Wei- 
denhamer  (Ashland  Joy)  and  Dee 
Keplinger  (Linwood)  audited  the 
books  of  the  Financial  Secretary 
and  the  Literature  Secretary  and 
found  them  to  be  correct  and  in 
good  order.  The  books  of  the  Trea- 
surer (Janet  Rufener)  were  audited 
by  the  CPA  firm  in  Loudonville  and 
found  to  be  correct  in  every  way  and 
in  good  order. 

Nancy  Hunn  submitted  the  Sta- 
tistician's report.  Only  71  societies 
(84%)  reported,  but  six  districts  had 
100%  of  their  societies  reporting. 
Dues  were  received  from  1,068 
members.  The  new  society  at  Can- 
ton Trinity,  Hearts  for  Ministry,  was 


recognized.    Fifteen    societies    in- 
creased in  membership. 

Joan  Merrill,  World  Relief  and 
Sewing  Coordinator,  reminded  us 
that  an  auction  will  take  place  at 
the  2001  Conference.  Hand-made 
articles,  quilt  squares,  and  quilts  for 
the  auction  may  be  sent  to  Joan 
anytime.  Now  she  has  a  twin-size 
quilt  which  is  pieced,  but  needs  to 
be  quilted.  Societies  or  ladies  inter- 
ested in  quilting  this  for  the  auction 
may  contact  Joan,  9300  S.  St.  Rt.  3, 
Muncie,  IN  47302.  Phone:  765-289- 
2384. 

The  tellers  reported  the  election: 
Vice  President  —  Judi  Gentle 
Treasurer  —  Janet  Rufener. 

The  president  read  the  recom- 
mendation that  the  appointed  offi- 
cers be  re-appointed: 

General  Secretary,  Nancy  Hunn 

Assistant  Secretary,  Trudy  Kerner 

Literature  Secretary,  Donna  Stoffer 

Editor,  Devotional  Guide,  Nancy 
Hunn 

Editor,  Outlook  Newsletter,  Joan 
Ronk 

Subscription     Secretary,     Ginny 
Hoyt 

World  Relief  and  Sewing  Coordi- 
nator, Joan  Merrill 

The  recommendation  was  accept- 
ed by  the  Conference.  The  elected 
and  the  appointed  officers  were 
installed  at  the  concluding  General 
Conference  session. 

The  president  expressed  apprecia- 
tion to  those  who  gave  special  con- 
tributions for  the  Conference:  Mar- 
sha Nies  for  beautiful  music;  Sarah 
Hanna  for  designing  the  program 
cover;  Sharie  Johnson  and  the  Nap- 
panee  W.M.S.  for  the  Memorial 
booklets;  and  to  Vern  Graft  of  Loree 
I  and  Marlene  Dunn  of  Loree  Char- 
ity for  the  Ingathering  baskets. 


FINANCES 

Although  the  W.M.S.  membership 
decreased  slightly  this  year,  the  of- 
ferings remained  constant  and  the 
amount  to  budget  was  almost  the 
same  as  last  year.  You  will  remem- 
ber that  W.M.S.  allocates  money 
received  previously;  we  do  not  spend 
in  advance. 

Janet  Rufener,  treasurer,  present- 
ed the  budget,  as  recommended  by 
the  executive  board: 


Benevolences  $15,182 

ATS  $4,700 

World/Home 
Missions  6,482 

Campus  Ministry     1,500 

Riverside  Christian 
School  1,500 

Scholarship,  AU       1,000 
Publications  $6,898 

Newsletter 

Devotional  Guide 
Other  Expenses  $1,720 

Administrative 

Social  Security 

Gifts  and  Conference        

Total  $23,800 

The  Conference  adopted  the  bud- 
get. In  addition,  Joanne  Kroft  re- 
ported that  $1,863  was  received  and 
forwarded  to  World  Relief. 

Conference  approved  the  Execu- 
tive Board's  recommendation  that 
the  interest  of  $2,500  from  the 
Legacy  Fund  be  given  to  the  Mis- 
sionary Ministries  Council,  desig- 
nated for  purchasing  the  property  in 
India  adjacent  to  the  present  com- 
pound. 

Project 

In  1999  two  World  Mission  sites 
were  accepted  for  the  two-year  pro- 
ject: Funds  (1)  to  purchase  a  store 
front  for  worship  in  Malaysia, 
where  David  and  Jenny  Loi  serve, 
and  (2)  to  enlarge  the  church  build- 
ing in  Peru  where  Miguel  and  Sonia 
Antunez  serve. 

Tentative  totals  to  date  are:  Pro- 
ject: $9,721.81;  Thank  Offering: 
$8,846.73.  If  your  society  has  not 
sent  its  project  or  thank  offerings  to 
Joanne  Kroft,  please  do  so  quickly. 
Joanne's  address  is:  608  Twp.  Rd. 
1151,  RD  5,  Ashland,  OH  44805. 

Scholarship 

Conference  approved  awarding 
the  $1,000  scholarship  to  Rachel 
Pennington.  She  is  a  senior  at  Ash- 
land University  and  very  active  on 
campus  in  Hope  Fellowship  and  the 
University  Church,  in  addition  to 
the  National  BYIC.  Rachel  is  from 
Oak  Hill,  WV 


Renew 
Our  Soirit 
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Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the 
death  of  his  saints.    Psalm  116:15 

Julia  (Judy)  Dreyer  passed  into 
Heaven  July  29.  She  and  her  hus- 
band, Orville,  were  members  of  the 
Tucson  Brethren  Church  since 
moving  to  Tucson  in  1951.  Judy  was 
a  member  of  the  choir,  assistant 
church  treasurer,  and  W.M.S.  trea- 
surer. She  was  especially  noted  for 
her  Christian  devotion  and  service. 
Her  door  was  always  open  to  anyone 
in  need.  Judy  is  greatly  missed. 


The  President's  Pen  (continued) 

rodeo  that  night!  Thursday  we 
wound  our  way  up  and  around  the 
mountains  into  Yellowstone.  We 
took  the  northern  route,  where  we 
saw  such  amazing  sights  as  Mam- 
moth Hot  Springs,  the  beautiful 
waterfalls,  and  a  petrified  tree.  We 
spent  the  night  in  West  Yellowstone. 
The  next  day  we  did  the  southern 
loop  through  the  park,  visited  Old 
Faithful,  shopped,  and  photo- 
graphed animals,  which  were  in 
abundance. 

From  Yellowstone  we  drove  south 
through  the  Grand  Tetons  to  Jack- 
son and  on  to  Cheyenne.  More  beau- 
tiful sights  greeted  us  all  the  way. 
What  an  awesome  God  we  have  Who 
provided  us  with  all  this  beauty! 

Monday  the  journey  from 
Cheyenne  to  Estes  Park  was  short, 
compared  to  our  other  days.  The 
drive  from  Loveland  to  Estes  Park 
along  the  Big  Thompson  River  was 
breathtaking  and  a  bit  scary!  The 
Lord  blessed  and  cared  for  us  all  the 
way,  and  we  arrived  at  the  Confer- 
ence in  plenty  of  time  for  the  W.M.S. 
Executive  Board  meeting. 

I'm  closing  this  letter,  my  friends, 
with  a  promise  to  report  about  the 
Conference  in  my  next  letter.  Until 
then,  God  bless. 

With  Christian  love. 


Charlene 


Lessons  and  Blessings 

(continued) 
The  one  lesson  I  am  most  thank- 
ful for  is  God  showing  me  I  did  not 
have  a  broken  spirit  for  people 
who  were  living  without  Him.  I  had 
a  burden,  or  I  wouldn't  have  gone  to 
Moldova,  but  I  wasn't  broken. 
There  is  a  difference.  "Burden" 
means  you  want  to  tell  others  about 
the  saving  grace  of  Jesus.  "Broken" 
means  you  not  only  want  to  tell 
them,  but  your  spirit  grieves  at  the 
thought  of  them  dying  and  going  to 
Hell.  This  is  what  brings  you  to  your 
knees  in  prayer!  As  William  Booth 
stated,  "If  we  could  spend  one  night 
in  Hell,  we  could  see  the  urgency  of 
sharing  Jesus." 

In  all  these  things — the  blessings, 
the  struggles,  and  the  lessons — I 
realized  how  much  I  needed  to  trust 
God.  The  events  in  our  lives  do  not 
always  make  sense.  This  is  why  God 
tells  us  in  Proverbs  3:5  to  trust  Him 
with  all  our  hearts  and  not  to  de- 
pend on  our  own  understanding.  I 
know  no  matter  how  difficult  situa- 
tions in  my  life  may  be,  God  is  in 
control  and  His  ways  are  perfect. 

I  also  know,  just  as  Job  stated  in 
Job  19:25,  My  Redeemer  Lives! 


Qood9{ezvsl 

Fervent  prayers  are  answered! 
During  Conference  Jim  Black  wrote 
that  Shirley  would  have  biopsies  of 
three  lumps.  Conference  was  "on 
hold"  while  prayers  were  offered. 
On  the  scheduled  day,  only  one  lump 
was  seen!  When  the  report  was  re- 
turned, the  tumor  was  benign! 
Shirley  is  at  home  again  at  Kingston 
of  Ashland,  Box  347,  Ashland,  OH 
44805. 

During  this  same  time,  Maria 
Miranda  had  a  stroke  and  was  hos- 
pitalized six  days.  At  first  her 
speech  was  only  in  English  (not 
Spanish)  and  her  right  side  was 
weak.  Each  day  the  doctors  found 
her  progress  "unbelievable,  dramat- 
ic, and  unexpected."  Yet  Juan  Car- 
los knew  it  was  miraculous!  Now  at 
home,  therapy  has  strengthened  her 
body,  and  her  language  is  much  bet- 
ter. Maria's  address  is:  207  S.  Grand 
Oaks,  Pasadena,  CA  91107. 


iwldittfr's  Biduy 

Dear  Friend, 

Just  because  Conference  is  over, 
I'm  not  going  to  forget  it.  Always  it 
is  a  pleasure  to  see  so  many  friends 
and  this  year  we  had  the  opportuni- 
ty to  share  a  meal  with  others,  many 
whom  we  did  not  know.  It's  good 
Brethren  fellowship  to  break  bread 
together! 

Speakers  seem  to  be  better  and 
more  inspirational,  although  I  may 
be  the  one  more  open  to  hearing 
what  God  will  say  through  them  to 
me.  In  his  Monday  message.  Dr.  Dan 
Lawson  set  the  tone  for  the  week. 
He  used  Hebrews  12:1-3  as  his  text 
and  said  "It  is  OK  to  be  like  Him," 
but  first  we  have  to  throw  off  the 
sins  that  entangle  us  and  run  with 
patience.  Patience  includes  en- 
durance and  perseverance.  All  the 
time,  our  eyes  are  fixed  on  Jesus! 

But  I  like  these  entangling 
"things"  that  blur!  True,  they  blur 
my  vision  and  I  can  not  focus  on 
Jesus!  So  it's  time  to  get  rid  of  them! 

Now  I  am  ready  for  the  Lord  to 
renew  my  soul.  In  the  middle  of 
"perseverance"  is  "ever."  I  want  to 
persevere  so  this  renewal  will  last 
for  ever. 

This  summer  I  read  Living  Be- 
yond the  Limits  by  Franklin  Gra- 
ham. He  and  his  sister,  Anne  Gra- 
ham Lotz,  attended  a  breakfast 
hosted  by  President  Clinton.  In  the 
after-breakfast  chat,  she  addressed 
the  group  and  stated  that  the  United 
States  has  a  spiritual  problem.  The 
right  place  to  begin  remedying  this 
is  with  the  Ten  Commandments. 
Mrs.  Lotz  challenged  the  nation's 
leaders  to  repent  and  walk  with  God 
and  follow  His  commandments. 

In  November  we  will  have  the  op- 
portunity to  vote  for  the  next  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  Be  in 
prayer  for  the  candidates  and  ask 
God  to  guide  your  decisions.  As 
Anne  stated,  "If  we  don't  walk  with 
God,  we  can't  walk  with  man." 

Your  friend, 

Joan 
Women's  Outlook  Newsletter 


than  there  were  nine  years  ago, 
while  the  population  has  grown 
eleven  percent.  But  the  bottom  line 
of  church  growth  has  very  little  to 
do  with  numbers  and  buildings.  We 
have  been  sold  a  bill  of  goods  when 
we  believe  that  bigger  is  better.  The 
bottom  line  of  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ  is  spelled  out  in  one  simple 
question,  "Is  anyone  getting  saved 
here?" 

Dr.  London  mentioned  the  title  of 
the  movie.  Dead  Man  Walking.  The 
title  is  the  traditional  cry  of  the 
guards  when  a  prisoner  begins  his 


last  march  to  execution.  He  said, 
"We  are  surrounded  by  dead  men 
and  women  walking."  In  a  nation  of 
270,000,000  souls,  less  than  35  per- 
cent can  answer  affirmatively  the 
question,  "If  you  died  today,  do  you 
know  where  you  would  be?"  They 
are  spiritually  dead  and  will  end  up 
that  way  eternally  unless  someone 
reaches  them. 

With  obvious  emotion.  Dr.  London 
lamented,  "We  sit  in  board  meetings 
talking  about  this  and  that  and  the 
other.  How  often  do  we  look  each 
other  in  the  eye  and  say,  'Is  anyone 
getting  saved  here?'  "  [ij'] 

Rev.  Stone  is  pastor  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Sarasota,  Fla. 

This  year  s  General  Conference  present- 
ed many  added  challenges  because  it  was 
held  so  far  from  Ashland.  These  were  all 
very  capably  handled  by  Berniece  Miller 
seen  in  the  photo  at  left  with  Dr  H.B.  Lon- 
don prior  to  his  Friday  morning  workshop. 
Berniece  spent  many,  many  hours  before 
Conference  taking  care  of  details  related  to 
speakers,  schedule,  logistics,  registration, 
lodging,  and  other  aspects  of  Conference. 
Then  during  Conference  week  she  was  con- 
tinually busy  answering  questions,  caring 
for  people  s  needs,  and  in  many  other  ways 
making  sure  that  eveiything  ran  smoothly. 


The  Power  of  Grace 

(continued  from  page  7) 
feet  (only  servants  went  barefoot),  and 
to  make  a  celebration. 

The  father  also  displayed  his  grace  to 
the  older  son.  When  this  son  didn't  join 
the  celebration,  the  father  went  out  to 
him  (normally  a  servant  would  have 
been  sent).  And  he  pleaded  (another  act 
of  humiliation)  with  the  son  to  come  in. 

The  message  of  the  parable  is  that 
God  sacrifices  all  His  dignity  in  order 
to  establish  a  relationship  with  us.  That 
relationship  can  only  be  received  by  ac- 
cepting God's  grace.  Taking  note  of  his 
audience,  Dr.  Blue  warned,  "Grace  is 
difficult  for  good  people — who  work 
hard  and  do  good.  [But]  grace  is  the 
only  way  that  you  enter  into  and  partic- 
ipate in  the  kingdom  of  God." 

"Do  you  understand  grace  or  not?" 
Dr.  Blue  asked.  "If  you  don't  under- 
stand grace,  the  kingdom  of  God  isn't 
open  to  you,  because  you  only  get  in 
through  grace." 

Dr.  Blue  concluded  with  this  plea:  "If 
you  are  in  the  far  country,  come  home. 
And  if  you  are  in  the  Father's  house, 
but  lost  to  this  deeper,  more  profound 
relationship,  come  home.  The  message 
is  the  same  to  good  people  and  to  bad 
people,  because  they  are  all  forgiven. 
The  message  is,  'Come  home!' " 
—  reported  by  Richard  Winfield,  editor 


H.B.  London  talks  about  being  a  healthy  church 


"I'm  more  concerned  with  the  health  of 
a  church  than  the  size  of  the  church,"  said 
H.B.  London  in  his  workshop  on  the  con- 
cluding morning  of  Conference.  "If  the 
church  is  healthy,"  he  confinued,  "it  will 
have  a  normal  growth  within  the 
parameters  of  your  denomination  and 
your  doctrine.  And  that  is  really  an  im- 
portant thing  to  say." 

For  a  definition  of  a  healthy  church,  he 
read  Ephesians  4:25 — 5:2,  which  speaks 
of  putting  off  falsehood  and  speaking 
truthfully;  of  not  letting  unwholesome 
talk  come  out  of  your  mouths,  but  only 
what  is  helpful  for  building  others  up;  of 
getting  rid  of  bitterness,  rage  and  anger, 
brawling  and  slander,  along  with  every 
form  of  malice;  of  being  kind  and  com- 
passionate to  one  another;  of  forgiving 
each  other,  just  as  in  Christ  God  forgave 
you;  of  imitating  God;  of  living  a  life  of 
love,  just  as  Christ  loved  us  and  gave 
himself  up  for  us. 

Later  in  his  message,  alluding  to  this 
passage,  London  said,  "One  of  the  great 
problems  of  the  church  today  is  because 
we  think  somewhere  along  the  way  that 
all  the  rules  in  the  Bible  are  meant  for 


everybody  else  and  not  for  us.  [But]  you 
cannot  hold  bitterness  or  malice  in  your 
heart  and  be  right  with  God." 

Churches  make  two  big  mistakes,  Lon- 
don said.  The  biggest  is  comparing  them- 
selves with  somebody  else.  The  second 
biggest  is  saying  we  don't  matter  and 
walking  around  with  our  heads  down. 
Determine  what  your  church  does  best 
and  build  on  that,  London  said.  Then  de- 
termine the  second  thing  you  do  best  and 
build  on  that;  and  the  third  thing;  etc. 

In  looking  at  the  health  of  the  church, 
London  spoke  at  length  about  the  prob- 
lem of  pastoral  resignations,  noting  that 
in  the  U.S.  1,000  to  1,500  pastors  leave 
the  pastorate  every  month!  He  comment- 
ed on  several  of  the  main  contributing 
causes  of  these  resignations. 

The  number-one  cause  is  resistance  to 
pastoral  leadership.  London  expressed 
some  dismay  that  churches  would  employ 
a  pastor  and  then  not  follow  his  leader- 
ship. The  second  was  unwritten  expecta- 
tions of  the  pastor.  Whenever  a  pastor 
takes  a  church,  he  should  tell  the  church, 
"This  is  what  you  can  expect  of  me,"  and 
the  church  should  tell  the  pastor,  "This  is 


what  we  expect  of  you."  No  pastor  should 
"ever,  ever,  ever"  take  a  church  without 
having  a  written  contract  that  spells  out 
the  terms  of  employment  and  that  says, 
"This  is  what  is  expected  of  you,"  Lon- 
don said. 

Other  reasons  for  pastoral  resignation 
include  resistance  to  change  by  the  con- 
gregation; corporate  spiritual  defeat  (the 
whole  church  has  given  up);  burnout; 
conflict;  and  discouragement  (can't  see 
any  progress;  can't  use  pastoral  gifts; 
problems  with  difficult  members,  not  re- 
ceiving affirmation;  in  need  of  rest  and 
refreshment). 

Going  back  to  where  he  began  (Eph. 
4:25 — 5:2),  London  concluded,  "I  beg 
you  to  read  .  .  .  that  passage  of  scripture 
that  I  read  to  you  this  morning.  And  if 
you  apply  it  to  your  lives  and  to  the  body 
of  Christ,  I  guarantee  you  that  not  only 
will  it  be  a  great  church,  but  it  will  be  a 
healthy  church.  And  a  healthy  church  al- 
ways is  attractive  to  people  who  come 
from  the  outside.  When  they  look  in  they 
need  to  see  you  loving  one  another,  be- 
cause if  you  can't  love  one  another,  does 
it  make  any  sense  that  you  would  love  the 
unlovely  on  the  outside?" 

—  reported  by  Richard  Win  field,  editor 
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Conference  concluded  Friday  morn- 
ing with  a  combined  youth-adult  ses- 
sion held  in  the  Longhouse.  It  began 
with  jubilant  praise  of  God  in  song, 
led  by  the  Spirit  2000  Praise  Team. 
It  continued  with  an  installation  of  the 
new  General  Conference  officers  and 
BYIC  Steering  Committee  members 
followed  by  a  Concert  of  Prayer,  both 
led  by  Rev.  Dave  Cooksey,  Director  of 
Pastoral  Ministries  for  The  Brethren 
Church.  It  concluded  with  a  message 
by  the  outgoing  General  Conference 
Moderator,  Dr.  John  Shultz. 

Following  is  a  summary  of  the  mes- 
sage by  Dr.  Shultz,  prepared  by  Dan 
Lawson,  Director  of  Congregational 
Ministries  for  The  Brethren  Church. 

DR.  JOHN  SHULTZ  concluded  his 
term  of  service  as  moderator  of 
General  Conference  by  giving  an  ad- 
dress that  was  one  of  the  highlights 
of  this  year's  Conference.  He  began 
with  the  statement,  "We  were  creat- 
ed with  desire  and  deep  longing." 
He  noted  that  when  the  Conference 
was  over,  we  would  leave  the  moun- 
tain and  go  back  to  our  homes,  but 
that  God  does  not  want  us  to  go 
back  on  the  desires  that  He  planted 
in  our  hearts  while  we  were  there. 


see  the  two  basic  truths  of  this 
desire. 

First  is  the  desire  that  each  of  us 
has  for  a  deep  abiding  love  of  God. 
Deep  within  us  we  all  want  signifi- 
cance and  relationship,  and  we  seek 
it  everywhere.  John  noted,  "You  can 
sin  enough  to  lose  every  relation- 
ship, but  you  cannot  sin  your  way 
out  of  the  reach  of  God's  love." 

The  second  part  of  this  desire  is 


The  aptly-named  Longhouse,  where  the  BYIC  Convention  sessions  and  the  combined 
youth-adult  sessions  were  held  during  Conference  week. 


"Desire    gets    tarnished," 
said,    "and   the    greatest 
tragedy,   perhaps   even 
greater  than  the  fall, 
is  that  we  get  used  to 
it.  We  settle  for  less, 
and  our  eyes  adjust  to 
the    [spiritual]    dark- 
ness." Since  we  have 
allowed   ourselves   to 
get  used  to  the  dark- 
ness,   our    lives    are 
filled    with    despera- 
tion    and     hopeless- 
ness. Still,  that  deep 
abiding  desire  burns  with- 
in,  and   if  we   can   clean 


John    I    "that  we  have  more  of  the  power  of 

the   Holy   Spirit."    In   John 

14:12  Jesus  said  that  we 

would  receive  power  to 

do  "even  greater  things" 

than  He  did.  In  Luke  9 

we  see  that  the  followers 

of  Christ  were  given  the 

power      to      cast      out 

demons.    In    Luke    10, 

when  Jesus  sent  out  His 

disciples  two  by  two.  He 

gave  them  the  power  to 

"proclaim    [the   Gospel] 

and  heal." 

If  we  believe  that  God  is 
Dr  John  Shultz 


enough  of  the  tarnish  away,  we  can    I 


Emotions  ran  high  as  Conference  came  to  an  end.  The  Brethren  had  been  blessed,  challenged,  and 
inspired,  and  so  they  poured  out  their  praises  to  God  in  .song,  as  the  Spirit  2000  Praise  Team  led  them 
to  ".  .  .  Lift  Up  the  Lord"  and  "Shout  to  the  Lord.  " 


the  same  yesterday,  today,  and 
tomorrow,  then  shouldn't  we  also 
believe  that  He  will  give 
His  disciples  today  that 
same  power?  John  point- 
ed to  Luke  11,  where 
Jesus  said  that  if  we  do 
not  have  that  full  mea- 
sure of  His  power,  we  are 
to  keep  knocking  and 
knocking.  In  other  words, 
"Don't  let  the  desire  die!" 
In  Luke  11:13  Jesus 
asks,  "If  you  then,  though 
you  are  evil,  know  how  to 
give  good  gifts  to  your 
children,  how  much  more 
will  your  Father  in  heav- 
en give  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
those  who  ask  him!"  John 
left  us  with  this  question, 
"Will  you  ask?"  [Ij"] 
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A  group  picture  of 
some  of  the  mission- 
aries at  Conference: 
Back  row,  I.  to  r., 
Miguel  and  Sonia 
Antimez  (with  grand- 
son Andre,  hiding  his 
face)  from  Peru: 
Jenny  and  David  Loi 
from  Malaysia;  Nir- 
mala  (with  daughter 
and  son-in-law  Shanti 
and  Vincent  Edwin) 
and  Prasanth  Kumar 
from  India;  David 
and  Sheri  Rowser 
(behind  Nirmala  and 
Shanti),  Baptist  mis- 
sionaries with  Breth- 


ren family  connec- 
tions; and,  far  right, 
Sebastian  Valli,  a 
member  of  the  wor- 
ship team  from  Ar- 
gentina. Front  row,  I. 
to  r,  Tracy  and  Todd 
Ruggles,  with  baby 
Johnathan,  who  serve 
in  Mexico  City;  Jose 
Rivero,  president  of 
The  Brethren  Church 
in  Argentina:  and 
Mark  and  Chant al 
Logan,  who  will  be- 
gin serving  in  Soma- 
lia this  fall  for  the 
Eastern  Mennonite 
Board  of  Missions. 


Missionaries  at  Conference 


Jen  Thomas  serves  with 
Todd  and  Tracy  Ruggles  in 
Mexico  City. 


Eduardo  and  Mariela  Rodriguez  (with  hahy 
Camila)  direct  the  South  American  Seminary  in 
Argentina. 


A  SPECIAL  BLESSING  of  this  General  Conference  was 
having  all  but  one  family  of  our  international  mission- 
aries in  attendance.  Because  of  the  special  celebratory  na- 
ture of  this  Conference  (the  first  of  the  new  century  and 
the  new  millennium),  a  decision  was  made  to  invite  all  our 
missionaries  to  attend,  including  those  who  are  jointly  sup- 
ported by  Brethren  in  Argentina  and  the  United  States. 

Only  one  missionary  family  was  not  able  to  attend,  the 
Marcelo  and  Adriana  Ferreri  family,  who  serve  in  Medellin, 
Colombia.  The  Ferreris  were  on  their  way  to  the  U.S.  when 
they  were  robbed  of  their  tickets,  passports,  and  money 
while  still  in  Bogota.*  Because  of  this  loss,  they  were  forced 
to  return  to  Medellin. 

Having  the  remaining  missionary  families  at  the  Confer- 
ence throughout  the  week  gave  Brethren  at  Conference 
many  informal  opportunities  to  see  them,  get  to  know 
them,  fellowship  with  them,  ask  them  questions,  and  learn 
more  about  their  work.  In  addition,  dur- 
ing a  Missions  Presentation  on  Wednes- 
day morning,  all  of  the 
missionaries  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  tell  about  their 
work,  share  prayer  re- 
quests, and  express  grati- 
tude for  the  prayers,  cards 
and  letters,  and  financial 
support  of  the  Brethren. 

*This  is  the  second  Breth- 
ren missionary  family  to  suf- 
fer a  major  loss  by  theft  this 
year.  On  July  15  David  and 
Jenny  Loi,  our  missionaries 
serving  in  Malaysia,  were 
robbed  of  their  money  and  of 
the  church  van.  Fortunately, 
in  neither  case  were  the  mis- 
sionaries themselves  harmed 
physically. 


Claudio  and  Karina  Castelli, 
Brethren  from  Argentina,  ser\'e 
as  missionaries  in  Paraguay. 
Though  they  speak  veiy  little 
English,  it  was  a  blessing  to 
have  them  at  Conference. 


Joe  and  Aleta  Shultz.  though  not  qlficially  nus- 
sionaries,  serve  as  English  teachers  at  a  Chris- 
tian collc<'c  in  Taiwan. 
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BUSINESS  SESSIONS  of  the 
112th  General  Conference  of 
The  Brethren  Church  were  short 
and  harmonious,  to  the  dehght  of 
delegates,  who  preferred  being  out- 
side enjoying  the  beautiful  weather 
and  marvelous  scenery  to  being  in- 
side dealing  with  business  details. 
Nevertheless,  several  significant 
matters  were  handled  in  the  brief 
business  sessions  held  Tuesday  and 
Thursday  mornings. 

One  of  the  more  noteworthy  was  a 
change  in  the  Manual  of  Procedure 
concerning  the  way  new  Brethren 
churches  are  formed  and  recog- 
nized. What  this  did  essentially  was 
change  the  "normal  process"  for  the 
development  and  recognition  of  a 
church  from  a  3-step  process  (class, 
mission  congregation,  church)  to  a 
2-step  process  (mission,  church). 

The  change  also  gives  missions 
"the  privileges  and  responsibilities 
afforded  by  General  Conference," 
including  the  privilege  of  "elder  and 
the  minimum  number  of  lay  creden- 
tials" [formerly  mission  congrega- 
tions received  only  elder  credentials] 
and  the  responsibility  of 
"full  support  of  district 
and  denominational 
ministries"  [formerly 
mission  congregations 
were  "encouraged 
but  not 
re- 
quired 
to 

pro- 
vide 
full 


Conference  business  scssKjns  were  efficiently  and  amiably  handled  by 
Moderator  John  Shultz,  with  Cheryl  Schmiedt  (I.)  taking  the  minutes, 
assisted  by  Ginny  Hoyt.  In  addition  to  helping  with  minutes,  Ginny,  ad- 
ministrative assistant  for  Missionary  Ministries,  played  a  major  behind- 
the-scenes  role  in  this  Conference  by  making  travel  arrangements  for 
the  many  missionaries  who  attended  this  Conference  (see  previous 
page),  as  well  as  for  the  numerous  guests  from  Argentina. 


support  to  denominational  ministry 
apportionments"].  The  change  still 
allows  for  formation  of  classes 
"under  special  circumstances,"  but 
a  class  has  no  delegate  status. 

Before  the  above  change  was 
made  (i.e.,  while  still  operating 
under  the  old  system).  Conference 
changed  the  status  of  Living  Waters 
Community  Church  of  IVIansfield, 
Ohio,  (pastored  by  Ronald  IVIiller) 
from  class  to  mission  congregation. 
And  it  recognized  Centro  Cristiano 
Para  la  Familia  of  Pasadena,  Calif, 
(led  by  Juan  Carlos  and  IVIaria 
IMiranda)  as  a  class. 

Delegates  approved  budgets  for 
Congregational  IVIinistries  and  JVIis- 
sionary  IVIinistries  as  presented  by 
the  Executive  Board.  The  Congre- 
gational IVIinistries  budget  antici- 
pates total  income  of  $725,670  and 
total  expenses  of  $704,670,  which 
would  result  in  a  net  gain  of 
$21,000.  The  IVIissionary  IVIinistries 
budget  anticipates  total  income  of 
$1,051,000  and  total  expenses  of 
$1,081,428,  which  would  result  in  a 
net  loss  of  $30,428. 

In  elections.  Dr.  Leroy  Solomon 
was  elected  to  a  three-year  term  as 
General   Conference   moderator.   A 
former  pastor,  Dr.  Solomon  current- 
ly serves  as  Dean  of  Institutional 
Development   for  Ashland   Theo- 
logical Seminary.  Roger  Stogsdill 
was  elected  to  a  three- 
year    term    on    the 
Congregational 
IVIinistries  Council, 
and    Dale    Stoffer 
was  re-elected 
for    a    three- 
year  term  on 
the     Mission- 
ary Ministries 
Council.  Mem- 
bers    of    the 
various    Con- 
ference   com- 
mittees  were 
also  elected. 

Looking 
ahead  to  the 
tri-centennial 
of  the  Breth- 


ren movement  in  2008,  delegates 
approved  a  motion  to  establish  a 
joint  planning  committee  with  the 
six  historical  Brethren  groups  to 
plan  a  celebration  of  that  milestone. 
Similarly,  denominational  leaders 
were  directed  to  contact  leaders  of 
Ashland  University  to  plans  ways 
for  The  Brethren  Church  to  partici- 
pate with  the  university  in  the  year 
2003  in  celebrating  125  years  of  the 
school's  ministry. 

Acting  on  a  concern  raised  by 
Brethren  Missionary  Mark  Logan 
that  too  little  emphasis  is  being 
given  in  The  Brethren  Church  to 
international  missions,  delegates 
approved  Logan's  motion  that  Con- 


Statistician's  report  in 

brief 

1998 

1999 

Total  congregations            116 

118 

Total  membership          13,494 

13,227 

Worship  Attendance      12,515 

12,154 

S.S.  Attendance              6,396 

6,224 

Conversions                       392 

412 

Total  gains                          702 

739 

Reversions                         649 

621 

Total  losses                     1 ,064 

1,006 

Net  loss  of  members          362 

267 

ference  instruct  the  Executive  Board 
to  rediscover  the  full  meaning  of 
Matthew  18:18-20  and  rededicate 
its  efforts  into  identifying  opportu- 
nities, channeling  resources,  and 
inviting  Brethren  people  of  all  ages 
to  become  actively  involved  in  carry- 
ing out  the  Great  Commission  out- 
side the  United  States  and  in  ways 
that  embrace  the  traditional  Breth- 
ren understanding  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God. 

Delegates  were  given  copies  of  a 
report  book  that  included  various 
denominational  reports  as  well  as 
reports  from  ancillary  organizations 
and  Ashland  University  and  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary.  Delegates 
were  given  an  opportunity  to  ask 
questions  about  each  of  these  re- 
ports, and  then  a  motion  was  made 
and  passed  to  receive  all  of  the  re- 
ports. {Copies  of  the  report  book  are 
available  from  the  National  Office. ) 

The  total  delegate  count  for  the 
Conference  was  371,  up  ten  from 
last  year.  In  addition,  many  other 
Brethren  from  across  the  denomi- 
nation attended  the  Conference  as 
non-delegates. 
—  reported  by  Richard  Winfield,  editor 
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SPACE  does  not  permit  coverage  of 
everything  that  took  place  during 
Conference.  But  several  other  sessions 
need  to  be  mentioned. 

Each  morning  of  Conference  week 
began  with  a  half  hour  of  Praise  and 
Devotions.  The  Spirit  2000  Praise 
Team  led  the  time  of  praise  on  Tues- 
day morning,  and  Rev.  Bill  Wright, 
pastor  of  Northwest  Community 
Church  in  Tucson,  gave  the  devo- 
tions. Speaking  to  the  Conference 
theme,  Pastor  Wright  said  that  re- 
newal must  come  from  God.  We  must 
change  our  focus  from  our  weakness 
to  God's  strength. 

Both  the  music  and  the  devotions 
on  Wednesday  morning  were  led  by 
the  praise  team  from  Argentina.  Team 
leader  Eduardo  Rodriguez  introduced 
sacrifice  as  the  devotional  theme  for 
the  morning.  Then  three  members  of 
the  team,  Gustavo  Estabillo,  Veronica 
Ulla  de  Petracca,  and  Alvaro  DeCarlo, 
gave  personal  testimonies  of  sacrifice. 

Scott  Ailes  presented  the  prelude. 
Rev.  Tom  Schiefer  led  the  singing,  and 


Rev.  Gene  Oburn,  pastor  of  the  Loree 
Brethren  Church,  gave  the  devotions 
on  Thursday  morning.  Using  John 
15:1-8  as  his  text.  Pastor  Oburn  em- 
phasized that  we  have  to  be  connect- 
ed to  Jesus  in  order  to  bear  fruit  that 
glorifies  God. 

Rev.  David  Rowser,  son  of  retired 
Brethren  pastoral  couple  Rev.  Don 
and  Charlene  Rowser,  gave  the  devo- 
tional message  Friday  morning. 
Drawing  on  his  experience  as  a  Bap- 
tist missionary  in  Moldova,  Rev. 
Rowser  emphasized  that  all  of  us  are 
missionaries  with  a  responsibility  to 
share  the  Gospel  message  wherever 
we  are.  Music  was  again  led  by  the 
Spirit  2000  Praise  Team. 

Two  other  workshops  were  given  in 
addition  to  the  five  summarized  on 
the  preceding  pages.  On  Thursday 
morning.  Rev.  Bill  Wright  and  two 
men  from  Northwest  Community 
Church  presented  an  excellent  work- 
shop entitled,  "It's  More  Than  a 
Technique:  a  Biblical  Model  for 
Church  Growth."  A  summary  of  this 


workshop,  which  is  also  available  on 
audio  cassette  (see  page  3),  will  be  in- 
cluded in  next  month's  Evangelist. 

On  Thursday  afternoon,  Terry  War- 
die,  whose  workshop  on  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  summarized  on  pages  5  and 
7,  gave  a  second  workshop —  "Catch- 
ing God's  Vision  for  Church  Plant- 
ing." This  workshop  is,  likewise, 
available  on  audio  cassette. 

Also  on  Thursday  afternoon,  a 
Church-Planting  Forum  was  held. 
This  forum  gave  Brethren  church- 
planters  a  chance  to  tell  about  their 
work,  share  some  of  the  blessings  and 
frustrations  of  that  work,  talk  about 
plans  for  what's  ahead,  express  appre- 
ciation for  prayers  in  the  past,  and  re- 
quest continued  prayers. 

Those  sharing  were  Pastor  Jim 
Thomas  of  Eagle's  Nest  Christian  Fel- 
lowship; Pastor  Jim  and  Stephanie 
Boyd  of  Rock  Springs  Community 
Church;  Pastor  Jim  and  Ann  Miller  of 
Oasis  Community  Church;  Pastor  Jeff 
Kaplan  of  Rocky  Mountain  Communi- 
ty Church;  and  Pastor  Pat  and  Kathy 
Velanzon  of  Cross  Keys  Worship  Cen- 
ter. One  of  the  great  things  that  came 
out  in  these  reports  was  the  many 
people  (more  than  100)  who  have  ac- 
cepted Christ  and  been  baptized  in 
these  churches  in  the  past  year.      [1}"] 
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BYIC  Convention  2000 

I         Estes  Park,  Colorado 


Convention  report  by 

Jamie  Gillespie 

National  Youth  Leader 

WHEN  THE  BYIC  (Brethren 
Youth  in  Christ)  went  to  Col- 
orado, we  expected  to  have  a  great 
Convention.  What  we  got  was  more 
than  we  expected.  The  2000  BYIC 
Convention  was  not  just  great,  it 
was  amazing!  It  was  once  again  a 
reminder  that  God  can  do  "immea- 
surably more  than  all  we  ask  or 
imagine"  (Eph.  3:20).  When  almost 
600  youth  and  adult  sponsors  gath- 
ered to  worship  God  in  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  God  showed  up!  This 
article  will  attempt  to  tell  you  how. 

Monday 

From  the  very  beginning  of  the 
week,  it  was  evident  that  God  had 
great  plans  for  us.  As  youth  arrived 
from  all  over  the  country,  the  atmos- 
phere was  one  of  excitement  as  we 
saw  old  friends,  met  new  ones,  and 
were  overwhelmed  by  the  majesty  of 

14 


the  mountains  that  surrounded  us. 

On  Monday  evening  we  came 
together  for  our  first  celebration  of 
God's  majesty.  Feeding  5000,  an  up- 
and-coming  band  from  Tucson,  Ari- 
zona, along  with  our  Convention 
Worship  Team  led  by  Stephanie 
Boyd  and  members  of  the  Rock 
Springs  Community  Church  Wor- 
ship Team,  helped  us  all  get  excited 
and  come  into  the  presence  of  God. 

Dr.  Lee  Solomon  spoke  about  how 
"God  Digs  Us."  He  challenged  the 
youth  to  make  themselves  an  open 
book  before  God,  because  He  knows 
us  and  loves  us  anyway.  Dr.  Solo- 
mon also  challenged  the  youth  to 
accept  who  they  are,  to  accept  that 
they  are  exactly  who  God  created 
them  to  be,  and  to  open  themselves 
to  the  work  that  God  still  wants  to 
do  in  them.  The  youth  took  that 
challenge,  and  throughout  the  week 
we  witnessed  many  young  people 
opening  themselves  to  God's  call. 

Monday  night  ended  with  a  Chris- 
tian dance  with  DJ  Rachel  Penning- 
ton. This  was  a  great  time  to  relax, 
honor    God    through    music    and 


dance,  and  show  the  youth  that 
Christians  can  dance,  sing,  and 
have  fun  while  honoring  God. 

Tuesday 

Tuesday  began  early  with  some 
brave  souls  getting  up  around  5:30 
to  watch  the  sun  rise  over  the 
mountains,  to  do  early  morning  de- 
votions, or  to  hike  to  Bible  Point  for 
a  time  of  prayer  and  celebration.  The 
morning  session  was  led  by  Mark 
Ray,  who  challenged  the  youth  to 
take  a  step  of  faith  and  follow  God 
wherever  He  calls.  Mark's  own  life 
is  a  demonstration  of  the  message 
he  presented.  Mark  sold  all  of  his 
possessions  and,  the  week  after  the 
Convention,  left  his  family,  home, 
and  friends  in  order  to  follow  God's 
call  to  Ireland,  where  he  will  work 
with  youth  in  that  battle-stricken 
country.   Mark's  dedication  to  the 


Photo  above:  The  All-Convention  Group 
Picture.  Full-color,  10x16  inch  copies  are 
available  for  $15.00  from  Photos  by  Dill, 
970-586-8736.  Reorder  #  2122.  (Copyright 
©  Photos  by  Dill,  Inc.;  used  by  permission.) 
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Lord  and  the  youth  of  Ireland  were 
a  testimony  in  themselves! 

After  this  session,  we  loaded  into 
busses  to  experience  the  beauty  of 
Rocky  Mountain  National  Park.  As 
if  that  wasn't  enough  for  one  day, 
we  returned  in  the  after- 
noon to  dive  into  a  series 
of  workshops  on  various 
methods  of  worshiping 
God. 

The  first  workshop, 
"The  Heart  of  Worship," 
encouraged  the  youth  to 
focus  on  why  we  worship 
instead  of  worrying  so 
much  about  how  we  wor- 
ship. The  youth  learned 
that  it  doesn't  matter 
whether  our  churches  sing 
hymns  or  praise  choruses; 
use  an  organ  or  have  a 
band;  clap  and  raise  their 
hands  in  praise  or  sit  in 
quiet  reverence.  What 
matters  is  that  we  worship  to  honor 
God,  to  come  into  His  presence,  and 
to  focus  our  minds  and  hearts  on 
Him  who  is  the  Heart  of  Worship. 

The  second  workshop  was  enti- 
tled "Music  to  God's  Ears."  It 
focused  on  how  music  can  be  used  to 
honor  or  dishonor  God. 

Tuesday  evening  the  adults  joined 
the  youth  for  a  combined  worship 
service  with  speaker  Sally  Morgen- 
thaler.  Sally  addressed  the  issue  of 
post-modernism  and  how  the  church 
can  reach  out  to  a  generation  and  a 


world  that  is  so  influenced  by  tech- 
nology. This  message  was  very  valu- 
able for  youth,  who  are  at  the  center 
of  this  fast-paced  whirlwind  of  com- 
puters, e-mail,  cell  phones,  and 
other  technology.  Sally  pointed  out 


National  Youth  Leader  Jaime  Gillespie  (I.),  seen  here  ehatting 
with  Brenda  Toher  on  the  final  day  of  the  BYIC  Convention, 
spent  eoiintless  hours  planning  and  preparing  for  the  Conven- 
tion and  overseeing  the  event  itself. 


A  spontaneous  altar  call  during  the  preliminary  part 
munion  service  on  Wednesday  evening  resulted  in  a 
young  people  going  forward  to  accept  the  Lord. 

that  people  in  this  post-modern 
world  are  looking  for  God's  face, 
and  that  as  a  church,  we  need  to 
help  them  find  Him. 

Wednesday 

On  Wednesday,  after  more  early- 
morning  activities,  the  youth  once 
again  came  together  for  an  incred- 
ible  session.   Rev.    David   Cooksey, 
Director  of  Pastoral  Ministries  for 
The  Brethren   Church,  brought  a 
message  about  what  it  means  to  be 
a  disciple.  Dave  told  the  youth  that 
being    a    disciple 
involves  living  the 
life  one's  teacher 
lives.    It   is   more 
than    getting    to 
know    what    the 
teacher  knows — it 
is   getting   to   be 
what  the  teacher 
is.    Dave   encour- 
aged the  youth  by 
emphasizing  that 
they  are   not  the 
future       of       the 
church;   they   are 
the    now    of   the 
church. 

Wednesday 
morning  also 

brought  the  Con- 
vention informa- 
tional session, 
a.k.a.,    "the   busi- 


ness meeting."  In  this  session  the 
National  BYIC  Steering  Committee 
explained  what  they  had  done  in  the 
past  year,  what  had  happened  with 
BYIC,  and  also  introduced  a  new 
structure  for  the  Steering  Commit- 
tee   that   centers    around 
two-year  terms  instead  of 
the  one-year  terms  of  the 
past.  In  this  session  districts 
were  also  able  to  nominate 
youth  to  serve  on  the  new 
Steering  Committee. 

Wednesday      afternoon 
was  packed  full  of  fun,  as 
youth    went    white-water 
rafting,   horseback  riding, 
shopping,   or   had   a  good 
time  "hanging  out"  at  the 
YMCA.  It  was  a  great  time 
to  relax  and  enjoy  the  com- 
pany of  all  our  friends. 
of  the  com-       To  begin  the  evening,  the 
number  of   youth  spent  a  quiet  hour 
alone   with   God   on   their 
"Prayer  Squares"  (small  pieces  of 
carpet).  During  this  time,  they  were 
encouraged  to  search  their  souls  and 
empty  their  hearts  before  God  in 
preparation  for  the  evening  commu- 
nion service. 

The  communion  service  began 
with  more  inspiring  worship  led  by 
the  Convention  Worship  Team.  This 
was  also  a  time  for  youth  to  come 
forward  and  tell  how  God  was  at 
work  in  their  lives.  This  simple  tes- 
timony time  turned  into  a  life- 
changing  altar  call  when  Pastor  Brad 
Whitehead  stepped  forward  and  let 
God  speak  through  Him.  Many  youth 
came  to  know  God  that  evening, 
and  hundreds  more  came  forward  to 
recommit  to  following  Him. 

But  this  was  just  the  beginning! 
We  then  separated  the  gals  and  the 
guys,  and  both  groups  headed  out  to 
commune  with  God  in  the  shadow 
of  the  mountains.  Our  communion 
service,  complete  with  Love  Feast, 
footwashing  (using  water  from  bot- 
tles!), and  the  Eucharist,  was  one  of 
the  simplest,  yet  most  soul-touching 
events  that  many  of  the  youth  had 
ever  experienced!  It  led  into  more 
worship  and  a  night  so  God-filled 
that  we  never  wanted  it  to  end! 

Thursday 

After  an  emotion-filled  night,  the 
youth  had  most  of  Thursday  to 
enjoy    various    activities    such    as 
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Dr.  Charles  Miinson,  popular  with  kids 
of  all  ages,  received  the  "Anchor  Award" 
from  the  BYIC  Convention  in  recognition  of 
his  dedication  to  the  Lord  and  his  love  for 
youth.  Dr  Munson  was  especially  popular 
this  year  with  his  red  "scooter,  "  on  which 
he  "scooted  around"  the  Conference/Con- 
vention grounds.  Joining  him  here  is  Andre 
Antunez,  grandson  of  Rev.  Miguel  and 
Sonia  Antunez,  Brethren  missionaries  who 
sei-\e  in  Lima,  Peru. 

more  rafting  and  riding,  indoor  wall 
climbing,  an  aerial  tramway  trip, 
and  much  more.  Thursday  after- 
noon we  finished  up  our  series  of 
workshops  with  sessions  on  "Hon- 
oring  God  With  Your   Life"    and 


"Alternative  Forms  of  Worship."  In 
these,  the  youth  were  challenged  to 
look  at  everything  they  do  in  life 
(how  they  talk,  dress,  and  act  as 
well  as  when  they  are  playing  sports, 
writing  poetry,  doing  dramas,  etc.) 
as  opportunities  to  honor  God. 

Thursday  evening  once  again  saw 
youth  on  their  knees  crying  out  to 
God,  as  Dr.  Rickey  Bolden  chal- 
lenged them  to  stop  being  "chick- 
ens" and  instead  to  be  the  "eagles" 
that  God  intends  us  to  be.  Rickey 
said,  "God  never  designed  us  to  be 
losers.  We  are  eagles.  Don't  ever  let 
anyone  tell  you  who  you  are.  Society 
can  never  change  you." 

Rickey  warned  the  youth  that 
hanging  out  with  non-Christians,  or 
"chickens,"  can  make  you  think  and 
act  like  one.  Instead  of  being  chick- 
ens in  a  world  of  chickens,  Rickey 
challenged  us  to  be  eagles  and  to 
stand  up  for  Christ.  At  the  close  of 
the  service,  hundreds  of  youth 
flooded  the  altar  vowing  that  they 
were  not  going  to  be  chickens  any- 
more, but  eagles  for  Christ! 

Friday 

To  close  our  week.  Rev.  Tony 
Price  led  us  in  a  morning  session  on 
the  importance  of  fellowship.  He 
challenged  us  to  make  sure  we  are 
not  making  our  groups  "exclusive," 
but  to  make  them  inclusive  so  that 
others  can  come  in  and  have  fellow- 
ship with  us. 

Following  this  message  we  again 


Conference  evaluations 

The  National  Office  staff  would  like 
to  thank  all  those  who  took  the  time  to 
share  their  thoughts  about  General 
Conference  2000.  We  want  you  to  know 
that  we  read  every  evaluation  and  that 
all  comments  are  sincerely  appreciated. 

We  are  continually  seeking  fresh  ideas 
and  ways  to  make  our  annual  Confer- 
ence a  meaningful,  worshipful,  and 
convenient  experience  for  all  who  at- 
tend. We  consider  your  feedback  an 
important  tool  in  shaping  future  Con- 
ferences, and,  quite  frankly,  we  would 
like  to  hear  from  more  of  you. 

Your  assessments  of  this  year's  Con- 
ference once  again  reflected  the  splen- 
did diversity  of  The  Brethren  Church, 
yet  they  included  several  common 
themes.    Broadly   categorized,   your 


comments   indicated  that  we  should 
continue  to  focus  on  three  areas: 

•  Scheduling  and  length  of  programs 

•  Relevance  of  the  speaker's  message 

•  Diversity  in  worship  music  and  style 

Clearly,  the  Estes  Park  location  and 
facilities  presented  unique  challenges 
that  impacted  certain  aspects  of  the 
Conference  agenda.  As  a  result,  we 
have  gained  greater  insight  into  plan- 
ning future  Conferences  at  resort-type 
locations. 

As  for  next  year,  we  are  encouraged 
by  what  you  have  suggested,  and  we 
are  already  looking  at  different  ways  to 
implement  your  recommendations.  We 
remain  committed  to  excellence  in  all 
of  our  Conference  presentations,  and 
we  welcome  your  thoughts  as  we  plan 
for  next  year.  [1}'] 


joined  with  the  adults  to  end  the 
week.  At  this  service,  two  very  im- 
portant people  who  have  dedicated 
their  time  and  their  energy  to  serv- 
ing the  Lord  and  loving  youth  were 
recognized.  These  two  people  were 
Carol  Smith  of  New  Paris,  Indiana, 
who  was  the  recipient  of  the  "Barr 
Award";  and  Dr.  Charlie  Munson, 
who  received  the  "Anchor  Award." 
The  BYIC  expressed  its  thanks  to 
these  two  people  for  their  years  of 
dedicated  service  and  love! 

During  this  service  our  new 
National  BYIC  Steering  Committee 
was  also  announced.  The  committee 
members  are  Jason  Barnhart,  Matt 
Helsley,  Tim  Hess,  Carrie  Lingen- 
felter,  Erin  Simon,  Sam  Shultz,  and 
Carl  Yoder. 

Summary 

If  I  had  to  summarize  the  BYIC 
Convention  in  a  few  words,  I  would 
simply  have  to  say  that  "God 
showed  up."  His  presence  was  felt 
in  every  activity,  was  heard  through 
every  word  spoken,  and  was  felt  in 
every  heart.  [ij'] 
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Pastoral  Care:  Who  Cares? 

By  Brian  H.  Moore 


THE  YEAR  WAS  1991.  A  parish- 
ioner, perhaps  ahead  of  her  time 
and  certainly  ahead  of  my  thinking, 
wrote  me  a  note  in  response  to  an 
article  she  had  read  in  Parade  mag- 
azine in  the  Sunday  paper.  The  arti- 
cle was  entitled  "Ministers  Under 
Stress."  The  parishioner  wrote: 

Brian,  after  reading  this'  lead 
article,  I  thought  the  subject  ought 
to  be  considered  in  our  Long- 
Range  Planning  Committee  meet- 
ing. Somehow  (it  should)  be  part 
of  our  vision  for  how  we  treat  our 
pastors.  Only  you  could  help  us 
with  that.  There  must  be  ways  we 
can  help,  requiring  less  of  your 
time.  Let  us  know  your  dreams, 
wishes,  plans  or  whatever  about 
what  we  really  can  do.  As  the  arti- 
cle says,  if  you  don't  do  something 
about  it  (taking  care  of  yourself), 
nobody  else  will.  We  need  to  know 
how  to  help. 

In  the  years  since  that  article 
appeared,  the  subject  of  "ministers 
under  stress"  has  received  a  great 
deal  of  attention.  I  have  given  it  a 
great  deal  of  attention  myself,  for 
myself  and  for  my  colleagues.  It  is 
now  a  "hot"  subject! 

But  why  is  it  a  hot  subject?  Is  this 
"much  adieu  about  nothing"?  Is  it  a 
fad  that  will  soon  pass  (as  all  other 
fads  do,  which  is  the  reason  they  are 
fads)?  Or  is  this  a  problem  that  will 
be  with  us  well  into  the  future? 

I  believe  that  it  is  a  problem  that 
is  here  to  stay,  or  at  least  to  stay  as 
long  as  we  Americans  continue  our 
frenzied  pace;  as  long  as  we  Ameri- 
cans, all  of  us,  are  stressed  out;  and 
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About  this  issue 


October  2000  has  been  designat- 
ed Ministry  Appreciation  Month  in 
The  Brethren  Church.  One  way  to 
show  appreciation  for  those  who 
minister  as  pastors  and  leaders  is  to 
be  concerned  about  and  to  care  for 
their  physical,  mental,  emotional, 
and  spiritual  well-being. 

That  is  the  focus  of  several  arti- 
cles in  this  issue  of  the  Evangelist. 
Three  of  the  articles  were  written 
by  members  of  the  Leadership  Care 
Study  Group,  and  the  fourth  was 
written  at  the  request  of  this  group. 

The  Leadership  Care  Study  Group 
is  a  task  force  of  the  Congregational 
Ministries  Council  of  The  Brethren 
Church.  Its  members  care  deeply 
about  the  well-being  of  pastors  and 
other  leaders  in  our  denomination, 
and  they  are  seeking  ways  that  we 
Brethren  can  provide  appropriate 
and  effective  leadership  care  at  the 
local,  district,  and  denominational 
levels  of  the  church. 


as  long  as  the  general  decay  and 
decline  of  society  continues.  It's  a 
problem  that  will  continue  as  long 
as  pastors  are  willing  to  get  involved 
with  the  messes  people  have  made 
of  their  lives  or  the  messes  that  life 
has  made  of  people.  And  it's  a  prob- 
lem that  will  continue  as  long  as 
pastors  and  lay  people  alike  seem  to 
deny  that  pastors  are  human  beings 


who  cannot  be  all  things  to  all  peo- 
ple all  the  time. 

In  other  words,  pastors  today 
minister  in  a  context  that  is  particu- 
larly conducive  to  stress  and  over- 
load. Being  a  pastor  today  is  not  the 
same  as  it  was  20  or  30  years  ago, 
or — for  that  matter — even  10  years 
ago.  Changes  in  society  and  culture 
have  added  to  the  pressures  that  have 
always  been  part  of  being  a  pastor. 

Rampant  busyness 

One  of  the  shifts  that  adds  to  the 
pressure  of  pastoring,  making  it 
more  difficult  to  be  effective,  is  the 
rampant  busyness  of  nearly  every- 
one. If  pastoring  is  primarily  about 
relationships  (and  I  believe  it  is),  it 
has  become  extremely  difficult  to 
develop  those  relationships  in  a 
society  that  has  become  a  lot  like 
beltway  traffic:  each  of  us  in  our 
own  vehicle  (our  private  lives), 
speeding  toward  our  chosen  or  as- 
signed destination,  looking  neither 
right  nor  left,  viewing  others  as  ob- 
stacles to  our  progress  ("Get  out  of 
{continued  on  next  page) 
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my  way!"),  obsessed  with  our  own 
obsessions.  Occasionally  we  may  see 
acquaintances  in  another  vehicle, 
and  we  may  even  wave.  They  may 
not  see  us  wave  because  they  have 
their  own  agendas.  But  even  if  they 
do  see  us,  and  even  if  they  return 
our  wave,  it  can  hardly  be  thought 
of  as  relationship-building. 

Pastoring  is  more  difficult  than  it 
used  to  be  because  the  pace  of  life  is 
not  conducive  to  the  traditional  ap- 
proach to  pastoring.  It  is  genuinely 
difficult  to  get  together  with  others 
in  ways  that  will  make  a  difference 
in  their  lives.  The  isolationism  that 
is  a  result  of  this  lifestyle  causes 
people  to  be  lonely.  And  it  causes 
pastors  to  feel  even  lonelier  than 
their  calling  normally  would  occa- 
sion them  to  be.  Who  cares?  Who 
can  find  it  possible  to  care  in  such  a 
fast-paced,  overloaded  way  of  life? 

Indifference  to  the  churcf 

Another  shift  that  has  affected 
the  life  of  the  pastor  is  society's  in- 
difference to  the  church  (and  subse- 
quently to  pastors).  This  is  some- 
thing that  is  relatively  new  in  our 
country.  Society  today  is  not  for  the 
most  part  church-friendly,  as  it  once 
was.  We  may  not  be  facing  overt  re- 
sistance or  persecution,  but  we  are 
suffering  from  neglect.  Who  cares 
what  goes  on  in  church  buildings? 

Knowing  that  this  attitude  pre- 
vails has  led  us  to  think  that  if  we 
could  only  find  better  ways  to  "pack- 
age" the  Gospel,  people  would  come 
to  our  churches.  So  pastors,  under 
stress  because  people  aren't  paying 
attention  to  the  church  or  to  their 
ministries,  feel  the  need  to  make 
church-life  exciting.  But  it  isn't 
working!  So  as  a  result,  pastors  feel 
marginalized.  The  "high  and  holy 
calling"  isn't  getting  respect! 


The  Brethren  Evangelist  (ISSN  0747-4288) 
is  published  monthly  (except  July  and  August 
issues  are  combined)  by  The  Brethren  Church, 
Inc.,  524  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805-3792 
(telephone:  419-289-1708;  fax:  41 9-281 -0450; 
e-mail:  brethren@brethrenchurch.org).  Authors' 
views  are  not  necessarily  those  of  The  Brethren 
Church.  Editor:  Richard  C.  Winfield.  Subscription 
rates:  Sent  free  to  Brethren  Church  members; 
$15.00  per  year  to  others.  Member:  Evangelical 
Press  Association.  Postage:  Paid  at  Ashland,  Ohio. 
Postmaster:  Send  address  changes  to  The  Breth- 
ren Church,  524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  OH 
44805-3792.         October  2000,  Vol.  122,  No.  9 


family  and  values  breakdown 

Two  other  factors  that  make  pas- 
toring more  difficult  than  it  used  to 
be  are  the  widespread  breakdown  of 
the  family  and  the  widespread  disre- 
gard for  the  values  promoted  by  the 
Christian  faith.  I  put  these  two  to- 
gether because  quite  often  they  are 
interrelated.  While  the  gap  has 
widened  between  church  and  soci- 
ety, society  needs  the  church  more 
than  ever.  The  church,  and  thus  the 
pastor,  has  become  "a  voice  in  the 
wilderness"  of  this  world.  The 
heartbeat  of  the  pastor  is  constantly 
being  challenged  because  the  pastor 
knows  something  of  the  answer  for 
society's  crying  needs,  yet  society 
ignores  that  answer.  Who  cares? 

Who  cares?  Well  we  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Leadership  Care  Study 
Group  of  the  Congregational  Min- 
istries Council  are  convinced  that 
someone  had  better  step  up  soon  to 
care  for  pastors  who  are  stressed 
out,  burned  out,  worn  out,  checking 
out,  and  generally  frustrated  with 
trying  to  bring  their  calling  to  bear 
upon  a  world  (and  sometimes  a 
church)  that  doesn't  seem  to  care 
what  they  are  going  through. 

Suggestion  one:  establish  a 
Pastoral  Care  Committee 

Two  suggestions  are  paramount 
in  answering  the  question,  "Who 
cares?"  The  first  suggestion  is  that 
every  church  establish  a  Pastoral 
Care  (or  Pastoral  Concern)  Commit- 
tee. (See  the  document  in  the  center 
of  this  issue  for  guidelines  for  estab- 
lishing this  committee.)  Just  three 
people  can  make  a  huge  difference 
in  how  a  pastor  and  the  pastor's 
family  feel  about  life  and  ministry.  If 
a  local  church  is  the  Body  of  Christ, 
then   it   likely   has   members   who 


have  a  heart  for  the  well-being  of 
their  pastor.  They  are  caring  people 
by  nature.  Why  not  direct  their 
capacity  for  caring  and  encouraging 
others  toward  the  pastor  and  the 
pastor's  family?  Every  pastor  needs 
to  have  some  people  in  his  or  her  life 
who  will  listen  to,  pray  with,  and 
encourage  that  pastor,  and  who  will 
be  an  advocate  for  his  or  her  well- 
being.  It's  just  too  tough  these  days 
for  a  pastor  to  try  to  live  out  this 
calling  as  "one  solitary  life." 

Suggestion  two:  practice 
pastoral  self-care 

Our  second  suggestion  is  for  pas- 
tors to  practice  self-care.  No  Pas- 
toral Care  Committee  can  accompany 
a  pastor  on  a  24-hour  basis.  Only 
the  pastor  is  with  himself  or  herself 
24-hours  a  day.  There  can  be  no  sub- 
stitute for  self-care. 

The  pastor  must  pay  attention  to 
his  or  her  own  signals,  to  his  or  her 
own  self-talk,  to  sensations  of  being 
out  of  control  or  out  of  balance  in 
any  number  of  possible  areas  (eat- 
ing, indolence,  overwork,  emotions, 
anger,  exhaustion,  motivation,  spiri- 
tual condition,  relationships,  com- 
mitments). Paying  attention  must 
then  lead  to  action  steps  to  remedy 
the  problem. 

Who  cares?  Even  if  no  one  else 
cares,  the  pastor  must  care  for  him- 
self or  herself  It  may  sound  selfish 
to  do  so  and  unworthy  of  our  self- 
giving  calling,  but  it  is  no  more  self- 
serving  than  changing  the  oil  in 
one's  car  or  sharpening  the  blades 
on  the  lawn  mower  or  going  to  bed 
at  night. 

Other  men  look  to  their  tools;  a 
painter  will  wash  his  pencils;  a 
(black)smith  will  look  to  his  ham- 
mer, anvil  and  forge  ...  a  musician 
(continued  at  bottom  of  next  page) 
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Editor's  note:  If  this  is  the  way  your  pastor  feels,  you  defi- 
nitely need  to  read  the  articles  in  this  issue  of  the  Evangelist: 
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Barriers  to 
Pastoral  Self-Care 


By  Judy  Allison 
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WHEN  IT  COMES  to  the  topic 
of  self-care  in  ministry,  this  I 
know:  Our  Brethren  leaders  do  not 
simply  need  one  more  person — or 
one  more  task  force — telling  them 
that  they  should  take  care  of  them- 
selves. Nor  do  they  only  need  basic 
how-to  information  on  the  practice 
and  implementation  of  self-care. 

If  should  and  how-to  were  the 
essential  ingredients  to  taking  bet- 
ter care  of  ourselves,  none  of  us 
would  be  overweight.  We  know 
when  our  weight  is  at  an  unhealthy 
level  and  we  know  the  "magic  for- 
mula" to  lower  that  number  on  the 
scales — we  simply  have  to  take  in 
fewer  calories  than  we  burn  off. 
When  we  desire  to  do  something, 
know  how  to  do  it,  and  yet  don't  do 
it,  some  barrier  is  at  play. 

Do  you  need  to  eat  right,  get  enough 
sleep,  spend  time  on  your  own  spiri- 
tual growth,  balance  family  life  with 
church  life,  and  have  a  safe  place  to 
share  your  heart?  Absolutely!  Will 
these  things  happen  if  you  are  told 


Who  Cares? 

(continued  from  page  2) 
will  string  and  unstring  his 
lute;  only  (ministers)  neglect 
their  instruments  (their  brains 
and  spirits,  I  mean)  which  they 
daily  use. 

—  Charles  Spurgeon 

Who  cares?  Well,  there  is  a  time 
to  "look  out  for  Number  One!" 
We  pastors  had  best  be  doing  that 
for  the  sake  of  our  people  and  for 
the  reputation  of  the  Gospel.  And 
a  care  team  of  three  can  make  a 
huge  difference  in  helping  us  deal 
with  ourselves  in  the  face  of  our 
impossible  calling.  ['tj'] 

Dr.  Moore,  senior  pastor  of  the 
St.  James,  Md.,  Brethren  Church, 
serves  as  chair  of  the  Leadership 
Care  Study  Group. 


enough  times  that  you  should  do 
them?  Probably  not. 

It  is  not  the  desire  of  the  Leader- 
ship Care  Study  Group  to  provide  a 
simplistic  self-care  formula  that 
ignores  how  diffi- 
cult and  complex 
this  issue  really  is. 
It  can  be  extremely 
difficult  in  minis- 
try to  find  a  bal- 
ance between  tak- 
ing care  of  yourself 
and  taking  care  of 
all  those  who  look 
to  you  for  nurture, 
guidance,  answers, 
and  support. 

In  preparation 
for  writing  an  up- 
coming publication 
on  self-care  for 
Brethren  leaders,  I 
prayerfully  asked 
the  Lord  for  His 
heart  on  this  topic. 
I  had  gathered 
information,  com- 
piled      resources, 

and  compared  the    ^' 

opinions  of  those  currently  writing 
on  this  subject.  But  I  did  not  feel 
that  what  I  was  finding  reflected  the 
real  issue  of  why  those  in  church 
leadership  neglect  the  practice  of 
self-care. 

After  spending  time  in  prayer,  I 
became  convinced  that  our  Heaven- 
ly Father  has  strong  feelings  about 
this  neglect  of  self-care  by  those 
whom  He  has  called  to  minister  in 
His  power  and  in  His  name.  I've 
also  come  to  believe  that  there  are 
two  areas  we  must  examine  if  self- 
care  is  to  happen.  They  are: 

1.  How  important  is  it  that  our 
leaders  practice  self-care? 

2.  Whose  permission  do  our  lead- 
ers need  in  order  to  feel  free  to  in- 
vest time  in  personal  care?  On  this 
second    point,    I    will    address    the 


The  voice  of  our  Father  must 
be  the  one  to  which  a  pastor 
responds,  and  the  Father 
calls  us  first  and  foremost  to 
relationship  with  Himself. 


question  "Is  self-care  okay  with 
God,  with  the  church,  and  with 
leaders  themselves?" 

How  Important  is  self-care? 

How  important  is  it  that  our  lead- 
ers practice  personal  self-care?  I 
would  suggest  that  self-care  must 
become  a  priority.  Leadership  care 
can  no  longer  be  viewed  as  a  luxury; 
it  must  be  seen  as  a  necessity.  When 
our  leaders  are  nourished,  renewed, 
and  well-cared  for,  our  church  bod- 
ies can  be  healthy,  vital,  and  in  posi- 
tion for  renewal. 
When  shepherds  are  not  taking 
time  to  rest  and  to 
be  restored,  they 
lose  strength  and 
vision  for  finding 
green  pastures — 
places  of  rest — for 
their  sheep.  When 
shepherds  are  not 
themselves  drink- 
ing, they  cannot 
lead  their  sheep  to 
streams  of  living 
water.  And  when 
shepherds  have 
unattended 
wounds  or  sheep 
bites,  they  focus  on 
survival  or  avoid- 
ance rather  than 
on  guiding  and 
restoring  the  flock. 
Self-care  is  not  a 
selfish  act,  nor  is  it 
a  luxury  to  be  done 
when  all  else  has 
We  know  that  in 
the  work  is 
when  self- 


been  completed. 

any  type  of  ministry, 

never  done.  Therefore, 

care  is  relegated  to  the  bottom  of 

the  list,  it  will  never  be  integrated 

into  the  daily  life  of  the  pastor 

self-care  okay  with  God? 

Is  self-care  okay  with  God?  I  am 
often  amazed  at  the  number  of  be- 
lievers who  are  well-read  in  the  Scrip- 
tures— who  know  the  ins  and  outs 
of  the  Bible — who  nevertheless  miss 
the  many  instances  of  self-care  prac- 
ticed by  Jesus.  Much  of  what  Jesus 
did  with  His  time  is  not  recorded  in 
the  Bible.  Even  so  a  number  of  inci- 
dences are  reported  when  Jesus  dis- 
missed the  crowds  and  withdrew 
to  be  with  His  disciples  or  to  pray 
(continued  on  page  5) 
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Leadership 
Care 


One  pastor's 
story 

By  G.  Emery  Hurd 
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OVERALL  I  have  been  extremely 
happy  in  my  current  pastorate. 
Through  joys,  victories,  difficulties, 
and  challenges,  I  have  alw^ays  felt 
supported,  appreciated,  and  under- 
stood. How  have  I  managed  to  stay 
at  Cheyenne  for  more  than  16  years 
and  to  stay  motivated,  when  the 
average  pastorate  lasts  less  than 
five  years?  A  great  measure  of  the 
credit  goes  to  the  work  of  our 
church's  Pastoral  Care  Committee. 

When  I  was  called  to  serve  the 
Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  Brethren  Church, 
I  had  already  come  to  realize  that 
traditional  pastor-parish  relations 
committees  were  ineffective  in  pro- 
viding real  pastoral  care.  So  at 
Cheyenne,  a  Pastoral  Care  Commit- 
tee was  established  instead. 

This  committee  is  directly  answer- 
able to  our  church's  ministry  coun- 
cil (what  many  churches  call  the 
official  board).  It  consists  of  three 
members  who  serve  staggered, 
three-year  terms.  Originally  one 
member  of  the  committee  was 
selected  by  the  congregation,  one 
by  the  moderator,  and  one  by  me. 
Recently,   however,   the   method  of 
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The  purpose  of  the  Pas- 
toral Care  Committee  is 
to  support  the  pastor  and 
the  pastoral  family  and  to 
advocate  for  the  pastor 
and  the  pastor's  family 
before  the  congregation. 

selection  has  been  changed,  so  that 
now  I  recommend  a  member  each 
year  for  a  three-year  term,  with  the 
congregation  affirming  my  recom- 
mendations. 

The  committee  has  a  very  detailed 
ministry  description,  quite  similar 


to  the  one  that  the  Leadership  Care 
Study  Group  has  recommended  for 
all  churches  {see  the  center  section  of 
this  issue).  Strict  confiden- 
tiality is  expected  on  the 
part  of  the  members  of  the 
committee. 

This  committee's  pur- 
pose is  to  support  the  pas- 
tor and  the  pastoral  fami- 
ly, and  to  advocate  for  the 
pastor  and  the  pastor's 
family  before  the  congre- 
gation. The  committee  is 
not  to  receive  concerns 
about  the  pastor  from 
members  of  the  congrega- 
tion, since  scripture  clear- 
ly says  that  people  should 
go  to  each  other  directly.  It 
is  also  not  a  pastoral  selec- 
tion committee,  which  we 
view  as  an  entirely  sepa- 
rate function. 

A  safe  haven 

This  committee  is  a  safe 
haven  to  which  the  pastor 
and  the  pastor's  family 
can  go  for  open  and  honest 
communication  about  their  needs 
and  concerns.  It  is  also  a  group  of 
people  who  take  seriously  their  ad- 
vocacy role  for  the  pastor  in  the 
church,  since  there  are  so  many 
issues  that  are  inappropriate  or  un- 
comfortable for  the  pastor  to  discuss 
directly. 

Issues  that  are  frequently  matters 
of  significant  conflict  are  addressed 
more  easily  through  the  Pastoral 
Care  Committee.  Instead  of  trying 
to  talk  about  my  own  salary  package 
and  family  needs  at  congregational 
meetings,  for  example,  I  am  able  to 
share  my  needs  and  concerns  with 
the  committee,  which  then  advo- 
cates for  me. 

If  my  family  or  I  feel  there  are 


issues  regarding  a  "double  standard," 
we  go  to  the  committee.  If  the  con- 
cerns are  valid,  the  committee  takes 
steps  in  the  congregation  or  in  the 
ministry  council  to  rectify  the  situa- 
tion. Sometimes  the  concerns  are 
not  valid,  and  then  this  same  com- 
mittee, after  listening  carefully  and 
prayerfully,  suggests  things  my  fam- 
ily and  I  can  say  or  do  that  will  as- 
sist us.  Decisions  regarding  the  par- 
sonage, my  wife's  role  in  the  church, 
expectations  of  my  daughters,  my 
annual  salary  review,  and  other  is- 
sues are  made  so  much  less  stressful 
for  both  us  and  the  congregation  by 


the  existence  of  a  Pastoral  Care 
Committee  that  really  cares  about 
us  and  whose  only  responsibility  is 
our  care. 

The  greatest  benefit 

The  greatest  benefit  of  my  Pas- 
toral Care  Committee,  however,  is 
the  support  that  I  receive  in  the 
day-to-day  work  within  the  church. 
The  care  and  feeding  of  pastors  (me 
included)  is  a  difficult  business.  Pas- 
tors are  trained  and/or  pressured  to 
work  long  hours  at  the  expense  of 
family  and  health,  never  to  com- 
plain, never  to  get  angry,  never  to 
take  a  day  off,  never  to  take  a  vaca- 
tion, never  to  .  .  .  You  get  the  idea. 

The    Pastoral    Care    Committee 
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makes  sure  I  stay  "human."  The 
committee  asks  me  regularly  about 
my  workload  and,  at  times,  has  gone 
so  far  as  to  ask  the  congregation  to 
"leave  the  pastor  alone"  on  my  day 
off.  The  committee  makes  sure  that 
I  do  not  over-commit  myself  and 
that  I  take  my  vacations. 

Christmas  in  Ohio 

Recently  the  Pastoral  Care  Com- 
mittee learned  that  my  wife  strong- 
ly desired  to  spend  Christmas  with 
our  families  in  Ohio.  My  children, 
aged  16  and  12,  had  never  spent  a 
Christmas  with  their  grandparents. 
Even  though  Christmas  is  a  very 
difficult  time  for  a  pastor  to  be  away 
from  a  church,  the  Pastoral  Care 
Committee  arranged  speakers,  pro- 
vided coordinators  for  the  Christ- 
mas eve  service,  and  took  care  of 


hundreds  of  other  details  so  that  we 
could  spend  Christmas  in  Ohio. 

The  committee  has  also  lovingly 
confronted  me  about  my  sleeping 
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The  Pastoral  Care  Com- 
mittee is  a  "safe  hiaven" 
to  whicti  thie  pastor  and 
the  pastor's  family  can  go 
for  open  and  honest  com- 
munication about  their 
needs  and  concerns. 


habits,  about  my  need  to  delegate 
more,  and  about  other  things  in  my 
life  that  the  committee  saw  were 
getting  out  of  balance.  It  is  wonder- 
ful to  have  such  people  in  a  church 
who  are  committed  to  helping  me 


stay  healthy  and  in  balance  so  that  I 
can  continue  to  minister  effectively 
as  husband,  father,  and  pastor! 

Loved  and  appreciated 

Our  family  feels  loved  and  appre- 
ciated by  our  church.  That  makes 
staying  in  ministry  at  Cheyenne,  and 
staying  effective  in  that  ministry,  so 
much  easier.  Wherever  I  am  in  min- 
istry, there  will  always  be  a  Pastoral 
Care  Committee,  because  my  family 
and  I  desperately  need  it,  and  so  do 
the  people  I  seek  to  serve.  [H'] 

Reu.  Hurd,  senior  pastor  of  the 
Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  Brethren  Church, 
serves  as  chair  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Ministries  Council  of  The 
Brethren  Church. 


Barriers  to  self-care 

(continued  from  page  3) 
(Luke  5:15,  9:10,  6:12;  Mark  3:7; 
Matthew  14:22). 

Jesus  was  in  the  unique  position 
of  knowing  how  limited  His  min- 
istry time  on  earth  was.  He  had 
the  authority  and  power  to  cast 
out  demons,  multiply  food  for  the 
hungry,  heal  the  sick,  and  even 
raise  the  dead.  And  yet  He  gave 
Himself  permission  to  dismiss  the 
crowds  and  withdraw  to  solitude. 

I  am  afraid  that  many  Christian 
leaders  would  never  have  made  it 
to  the  cross  had  they  been  in 
Jesus'  shoes.  They  would  have 
worked  day  and  night,  neglecting 
their  diet,  their  sleep,  and  their 
relationship  time  with  God,  family, 
and  friends. 

Jesus  gives  us  insight  into  how 
He  was  able  to  carry  on  His  own 
ministry  with  such  balance  when 
He  states  in  John  5:19,  "I  tell  you 
the  truth,  the  Son  can  do  nothing 
by  himself;  he  can  do  only  what  he 
sees  his  Father  doing  .  .  .  ."  Jesus 
did  not  do  every  good  thing  He  could 
have  done.  He  joined  the  Father  in 
the  work  He  was  doing,  seeking 
His  direction  rather  than  respond- 
ing to  demands  and  expectations 
placed  on  Him  by  those  He  served. 
It  would  seem  to  me  that  self-care 
is  not  only  okay  with  God,  but  is  a 
pursuit  He  expects  and  blesses. 


Is  self-care  okay  with  the  church? 

Maybe  as  a  pastor  you're  con- 
vinced that  self-care  is  okay  with 
God,  but  you  believe  that  you  could 
never  get  it  past  your  congrega- 
tion. So  the  question  is,  "Is  self- 
care  okay  with  those  you  lead?" 

Certainly  some  will  be  support- 
ive; others  will  not  be.  Some  will 
recognize  that  a  balanced,  healthy 
life  for  the  pastor  is  essential  for 
the  well-being  of  the  church.  Oth- 
ers will  not  recognize  that  without 
personal  care,  their  pastor  will  be 
unable  to  lead  them  at  his  or  her 
full  potential.  The  problem  arises 
when  we  allow  the  dissension  of  a 
few  to  become  the  driving  force  be- 
hind the  decisions  we  make. 

Is  self-care  okay  with  pastors? 

The  fmal  question  becomes,  "Is 
self-care  okay  with  you,  the  pas- 
tor?" Do  you  believe  that  taking 
care  of  yourself  physically,  spiritu- 
ally, emotionally,  and  intellectually 
is  a  legitimate  use  of  your  time? 
Until  you  put  yourself  on  the  list  of 
people  you  care  for,  believing  that 
self-care  is  a  necessity  rather  than 
a  luxury,  you  will  live  your  life 
from  a  reactive  rather  than  a  pro- 
active stance. 

Give  yourself  permission  by 
looking  to  the  example  that  Christ 
established  for  us  during  His  time 


of  ministry  on  earth,  when  He,  too, 
was  confined  to  the  limitations  of  a 
human  body.  Free  yourself  to  fol- 
low Jesus'  example  and  seek  a  bal- 
ance between  ministering  to  others 
and  withdrawing  for  times  of  soli- 
tude and  renewal. 

The  voice  of  our  Father  must  be 
the  one  to  which  we  respond,  and 
the  Father  calls  us  first  and  fore- 
most to  relationship  with  Himself 
Without  intentional  self-care,  our 
vision  blurs  and  our  energy  is  de- 
pleted in  simply  getting  by.  And 
without  a  healthy,  balanced  life, 
our  relationships  suffer,  both  our 
relationship  with  God  and  with 
those  He  has  called  us  to  serve. 

It  is  the  heartfelt  commitment  of 
the  Leadership  Care  Study  Group  to 
revolutionize  the  way  Brethren  lead- 
ers are  cared  for — by  our  denomi- 
nation, by  the  local  church,  and  by 
leaders  themselves.  Recognizing 
that  our  leaders  are  the  experts  in 
what  is  needed  to  bring  about  this 
change,  we  welcome  and  invite  any 
input  you  might  offer.  It  is  our  sin- 
cere desire  and  prayer  that  this 
edition  of  the  Evangelist  might  be 
a  positive  beginning  in  bringing 
about  this  revolution.  i"^] 

Dr  Allison  is  Associate  Professor 
of  Pastoral  Counseling  at  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary  and  serves  on 
the  Leadership  Care  Study  Group. 
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"It's  not  easy 
being  a  pastor" 

By  David  Cool<sey 


J 


WHEN  MY  CHILDREN  were  lit- 
tle, one  of  their  favorite  televi- 
sion programs  was  Sesame  Street. 
We  would  often  watch  it  together. 
Kermit  the  Frog  was  a  lead  charac- 
ter, and  a  song  he  sang  that  was  one 
of  our  favorites  was  "It's  not  easy 
being  green."  I  have  often  thought 
that  this  statement,  with  a  slight 
change,  is  also  true:  "It's  not  easy 
being  a  pastor." 

In  28  years  of  ministry,  I  have  seen 
many  changes  take  place  in  the 
church  and  in  the  role  of  the  pastor. 
The  church  used  be  the  center  of 
family  life,  and  church  activities  were 
given  priority.  Today  church  activi- 
ties have  been  replaced  in  most  fam- 
ilies by  band,  football,  soccer,  cheer- 
leading,  or  other  activities.  Few 
communities  still  honor  church 
night,  and  sports  events  are  even 
scheduled  for  Sunday  mornings! 
The  church  has  been  pushed  to  the 
margin  of  community  life,  with 
other  things  viewed  as  of  equal  or 
greater  importance. 

Pastors  today  receive  less  respect 
in  the  community  than 
they  used  to  receive.  Even 
among  church  members 
one  can  find  people  who 
are  critical  of  and  who  say 
hurtful  things  to  or  about 
the  pastor. 

Providing  care  for  pas- 
tors is  important  in  today's 
world,  perhaps  more  im- 
portant than  it  ever  was  in 
the  past,  because  the  de- 
mands on  their  time  and 
talents  are  greater  than  in 
the  past.  Pastors  carry  the 
burdens  and  needs  of  their 
churches  as  well  as  those 
of  their  families  and  them- 
selves. They  are  on  call 
every  day. 

Usually  what  a  church 
can  expect  of  its  pastor  is 
not  clearly  understood  by 


everyone  in  the  congregation.  So 
each  member  has  his  or  her  own 
ideas  of  what  the  pastor  is  to  do  and 
how  the  pastor  is  to  do  it.  As  a  re- 
sult, the  pressures  on  the  time  and 
activities  of  the  pastor  are  immense. 

Put  yourself 
in  your  pastor's  shoes 

What  might  help  us  to  understand 
how  to  care  for  the  pastor  is  to  place 
ourselves  in  the  pastor's  shoes.  We 
need  to  remember  that  pastors  are 
called  to  their  work,  that  they  love 
ministry,  and  that  they  love  the  peo- 
ple in  their  care.  We  also  need  to 
realize  that  pastors  spend  much 
time  on  sermon-preparation  and  are 
concerned  about  the  balance  be- 
tween feeding  the  flock  and  reach- 
ing the  lost.  Bible  studies,  small- 
group  sessions,  youth  meetings,  and 
Sunday  school  classes  take  prepara- 
tion time  as  well. 

One  way  to  care  for  pastors  is  to 
recognize  that  preparation  time  is 
necessary  and  should  be  viewed  as 
an   important   part   of  their  work. 


^PRECUTIO^ 


Pastors  want  to  present  the  Word  of 
God  in  such  a  way  that  people  in  the 
congregation  will  learn  how  to  live 
by  the  Word.  They  care  about  the 
people  in  their  congregations,  and 
they  think  about  their  needs  and  the 
problems  they  face  in  their  everyday 
lives.  All  of  this  takes  time. 

Pastors  also  want  to  know  the  in- 
dividuals and  families  in  their  con- 
gregations so  they  can  serve  them 
better  Think  of  ways  to  help  your 
pastor  get  to  know  you,  and  find 
ways  to  involve  your  family  and 
your  pastor's  family  in  fun  activities 
together.  Invite  your  pastor  over  for 
dinner  or  for  coffee,  so  that  you  can 
get  better  acquainted.  Pray  for  your 
pastor  and  for  your  pastor's  family. 
Ask  members  of  the  pastor's  family 
for  specific  things  in  their  lives  that 
they  would  want  you  to  pray  about. 
Offer  to  accompany  your  pastor 
on  visits  occasionally.  And  share  with 
your  pastor  names  of  family  mem- 
bers and  friends  you  are  praying 
will  come  to  faith  in  Christ  or  begin 
attending  church.  In  other  words, 
do  things  that  will  build  a  relation- 
ship between  your  pastor  and  you. 

A  church  that  cares  for  its  pastor 
will  encourage  its  pastor  to  spend 
time  with  family,  take  vacations,  go 
to  educational  seminars,  attend  dis- 
trict and  national  conferences,  and 
spend  time  in  prayer  and  devotions. 
All  these  things  will  not  only  benefit 
the  pastor,  they  will  also  be  reflected 
in  the  kind  of  care  the  pastor  gives 
to  the  congregation.  Take 
care  of  your  pastor  so  that 
your  pastor  can  take  care 
of  you. 

October  is  pastor  appre- 
ciation month.  It  is  an  op- 
portunity for  you  and  your 
church  to  show  how  much 
you  care  for  your  pastor. 
Have  a  celebration!  Do 
something  involving  the 
whole  church  that  express- 
es how  much  you  appreci- 
ate the  life  and  ministry  of 
your  pastor  Everyone  likes 
to  be  appreciated,  includ- 
ing your  pastor!  [1}'] 


"October  is  pastor  appreciation  month.  .  .  . 
l-lave  a  celebration!  Do  something  involving  the 
whole  church  that  expresses  how  much  you 
appreciate  the  life  and  ministry  of  your  pastor." 


Rev.  Cooksey  is  Director 
of  Pastoral  Ministries  for 
The  Brethren  Church  and 
a  member  of  the  Leader- 
ship Care  Study  Group. 
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A  Biblical  Model  for  Church  Growth 

Report  of  a  General  Conference  workshop 
presented  by  Rev.  Bill  Wright 
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"rnODAY  I  want  to  talk  to  you 
X  about  the  fact  that  church 
growth  is  Jesus  plus  nothing,"  said 
Rev.  Bill  Wright,  pastor  of  Northwest 
Community  Church,  a  Brethren 
congregation  in  Tucson,  Ariz 
"There  is  a  model  in  the  scrip- 
ture for  church  growth  that  is 
Jesus  plus  nothing.  He  is  the 
model,"  Pastor  Wright  continued 
during  a  workshop  on  Thursday 
morning  of  General  Confer- 
ence, y^,'-^- 
"If  the  church  is  going    /^*.0 


to  grow,  we  are  gomg  to 
become  a  reflection  of 
the  character  and  the 
person  of  Jesus  Christ." 
"God's  plan  is  a  Person, 
and  we  need  to  be  pas- 
sionate about  Him," 
Wright  said.  That  Pas- 
tor Wright  knows  some- 
thing about  church 
growth  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
in  the  18  months  he 
has  been  at  Northwest  Community 
Church,  attendance  has  gone  from  40 
to  around  230,  with  60  percent  of 
attendees  being  brand  new  believers. 
Wright  believes  that  techniques  are 
involved  in  church  growth,  and  later 


Rev.  Bill  Wright 


in  the  workshop  he  spoke  about  some 
of  these — a  sense  of  urgency,  trained 
leadership,  people  versus  program, 
pastoral  availability,  development  of 
successors,  sharing  the  load,  consis- 
tent communication,  small 
gi'oups.  But  he  said  that  all  such 
techniques  need  to  go  through 
the  filter  of  how  Jesus  operat- 
ed. And  in  each  case  he  showed 
how  these  techniques  passed 
that  test. 

Wright  has  strong  con- 
victions  about   training 
other  leaders  to  share 
in  the  ministry,  and  he 
had  two  of  his  "Timo- 
thies"   with    him   to 
participate     in     the 
workshop. 

The  first  was  Gregg 
Wiggen,  who  is  on  staff 
part  time  at  Northwest 
Church  as  coordinator  of 
small-group  ministry.  Wiggen  talked 
about  strategic  questions  a  church 
needs  to  ask  in  order  to  get  Christ's 
vision  and  passion  for  His  church. 
Among  those  questions:  Is  Jesus 
Christ  the  model  that  is  revealed 
through  every  ministry  in  your 
church?  Does  your  ministry  have  an 


outward  focus?  Is  the  mission  of  your 
church  the  same  as  Jesus'  mission? 
Are  small-group  ministries  the  major 
focus  of  your  church? 

The  second  "Timothy"  was  Ran- 
dall Hartman,  youth  pastor  at  North- 
west Church.  He  talked  about  ingre- 
dients for  growth,  noting  again  that 
each  of  these  ingredients  must  be 
biblical — that  is,  run  through  the  filter 
of  Jesus  Christ.  He  presented  and 
briefly  explained  that  Christ-cen- 
tered growth  is  biblical,  measurable, 
miraculous,  conversion-focused,  ser- 
vice-focused, world-focused.  Spirit 
filled  and  bold,  demanding,  exciting 
and  infectious,  and  inviting. 

He  gave  two  examples  of  the  mirac- 
ulous in  his  ministry  with  the  youth 
at  Northwest  Church.  First,  last  year 
he  brought  just  one  person  from  the 
youth  group  to  the  BYIC  Convention; 
this  year  he  brought  40.  Second,  of 
those  40,  seven  had  accepted  Jesus 
Christ  just  the  night  before.  Hart- 
man  and  others  had  felt  burdened  to 
pray  for  these  seven  by  name  while 
eating  dinner,  and  a  half  hour  later 
the  seven  were  at  the  altar  accepting 
the  Lord. 

This  bore  out  what  Pastor  Wright 
had  said  earlier  in  the  workshop:  "We 
believe  that  God  has  been  pleased  to 
do  some  really  supernatural  things, 
and  He's  allowed  us  to  be  around 
while  He's  doing  them!" 
—  reported  by  Richard  Winfield.  editor 

Audio  cassettes  of  this  excellent  woi'k- 
shop  are  available  from  The  Brethren 
Church  National  Office  for  $5.00  each 


Historic  meeting  held  during  General  Conference 


A  HISTORIC  and  exciting  meeting 
was  held  during  General  Confer- 
ence at  Estes  Park  in  August.  It  was 
a  first  meeting  of  Brethren  mission- 


aries and  leaders  serving  in  various 
countries  in  Latin-American. 

The  meeting  began  with  a  time  of 
prayer  and  scripture  reading,  followed 


by  a  challenging  message  from  Exo- 
dus 3:1-10  by  Rev.  Claudio  Castelli, 
a  Brethren  missionary  from  Argen- 
tina serving  in  Paraguay.  Meeting 
participants  {see  below)  then  shared 
(continued  on  next  page) 


Participants  in  the  Latiii-Anicricuii  niccling  were  (I.  to  r)  Jose  Rivera,  president  of  The  Brethren  Church  in  Argcniinu:  PusiorJiuin  tt  .Iniclui 
Arregin  of  the  Hispanic  Brethren  Church  in  Tucson,  Ariz.;  Jen  Thomas,  missionary  to  Mexico;  Miguel  Antunez,  missiona/y  in  Peru;  Pastor 
Italo  Abuidofthe  Hispanic  Brethren  Church  in  Sarasota,  Fla.,  Karina  and  Claudio  Castelli,  mis.sionaries  from  Argentina  serving  in  Paraguay: 
Todd  Ruggles,  mi.ssionary  to  Mexico;  and  (not  shown)  Eduardo  Rodriguez,  head  of  the  South  American  Theological  Seminaiy  in  Aigentina. 
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(continued  from  previous  page) 
regional  facts  and  needs,  voiced  their 
vision  for  the  future,  and  expressed 
the  challenge  of  working  as  a  team  in 
order  to  spread  The  Brethren  Church 
in  Latin  American  countries. 

Eduardo  Rodriguez  presented  the 
vision  and  goals  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can Theological  Seminary  and  ex- 
plained the  theological  education  by 
extension  and  intensive-course  pro- 
grams of  the  school.  He  said  that  the 
new  seminary  is  already  known  not 
only  in  Argentina  but  also  in  Para- 
guay and  Colombia.  The  group  agreed 
that  it  is  important  that  efforts  be 
made  to  train  people  from  every  Latin 
American  country  at  the  seminary. 

At  the  end  of  the  meeting,  the  par- 
ticipants agreed  to  schedule  a  time  to 
meet  again  every  two  or  three  years. 
They  then  concluded  with  singing  and 
by  spending  time  in  prayer  about  the 
various  matters  they  had  discussed. 

—  reported  by  Jose  O.  River o 

Big  Hav  Pit  Camn  Rpthanv 

Lakeville,  Ohio  —  July  7,  the  fmal 
day  of  a  great  week  of  camp  for  72 
senior  high  youth,  was  a  special  day  at 
Camp  Bethany.  On  that  afternoon  five 
campers  were  baptized  in  the  lake  by 
Rev.  Don  Belsterling,  Pastor  of  Youth 
Discipleship  at  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church  in  Ashland. 

It  was  also  a  day  to  celebrate  the  six 
years  Tracy  Whiteside  directed  the 
Ohio  District  camp  program.  Tracy  and 
her  husband  Jeff  are  starting  a  new 
Brethren  church  in  Delaware,  Ohio, 
so  Tracy  has  resigned  her  camp  re- 
sponsibilities. The  youth  dedicated  the 
Friday  evening  program  to  Tracy  and 
bid  her  farewell  with  hugs  and  tears. 

Camp  Bethany  has  grown  during 
the  40  years  it  has  served  the  Ohio 
District,  and  many  young  people  have 
met  the  Lord  there. 

—  reported  by  Betty  Deardurff, 

Gretna  Brethreji  Church 


Brethren  use  ingenious  ways  to  raise  money 
to  help  youth  attend  the  BYIC  Convention 


A  RECORD  NUMBER  of  young 
people  attended  the  Brethren 
Youth  In  Christ  (BYIC)  Convention 
held  August  7-11  in  Estes  Park, 
Colorado.  {Read  the  report  of  this 
exciting  Convention  on  pages  14-16 
of  the  September  issue,  if  you  have 
not  already  done  so!) 

Attending  the  Convention  was  an 
expensive  proposition  (both  the  cost 
of  the  Convention  and  the  cost  of 
getting  there),  and  some  pretty  in- 
genious methods  were  used  to  raise 
the  money.  A  couple  of  noteworthy 
ones  are  reported  below. 

Warsaw,  Indiana 

At  the  Warsaw,  Ind.,  First  Breth- 
ren Church,  it  was  a  contest  to  see 
who  would  lose  his  hair — Senior 
Pastor  Bill  Shipman  or  Vice-Moder- 
ator Jack  Wolfe.  Throughout  the 
month  of  June,  members  of  the  con- 
gregation voted  for  which  of  these 
two  they  most  wanted  to  see  hair- 
less. They  voted  with  their  pocket- 
books — with  change,  dollars,  checks, 
and  credit-card  payments  all  readily 
accepted.  (Pastor  Shipman  notes 
that  he  voted  often — for  Moderator 
Wolfe).  A  chart  was  on  display  every 
Sunday  showing  who  was  in  the 
lead,  to  encourage  additional  voting. 

With  some  help  from  the  modera- 
tor, the  contest  ended  in  a  tie.  So  on 
July  15  both  men  lost  their  hair, 
with  Deacon  Chair  Don  Schue,  a 
former  barber,  doing  the  honors. 

"This  was  one  of  our  largest  and 
easiest  fund-raisers  that  we  did  to 
help  get  our  youth  to  Colorado," 


said  Pastor  Shipman,  with  approxi- 
mately $600  being  raised.  He  sug- 
gests that  it's  a  method  other 
churches  might  want  to  try  some- 
time. {But  what  do  you  do  if  your 
pastor  is  bald?!) 

Northern  Indian? 

In  northern  Indiana,  it  was  a  golf 
tournament  that  was  used  to  raise 
funds  for  the  youth.  On  a  hot  and 
breezy  June  10,  79  golfers  (most  of 
them  Brethren)  from  northern  Indi- 
ana and  northwestern  Ohio  compet- 
ed against  the  weather,  one  another, 
and  themselves  for  top  honors. 

But  as  intended,  the  true  winners 
were  the  youth  of  the  Indiana  Dis- 
trict. The  event  generated  $4,300 
for  the  Youth-to-Estes  Park  Travel 
Fund,  with  each  of  the  119  district 
youth  who  attended  the  BYIC  Con- 
vention receiving  $36. 

The  youth  didn't  just  benefit  from 
the  event — they  were  fully  involved. 
They  helped  serve  a  lunch  that  pre- 
ceded the  tournament  and  also  took 
charge  of  a  putting  tournament.  To 
raise  more  money,  they  sold  yards  of 
string  (a  golfer  could  use  a  pur- 
chased "yard"  to  improve  the  posi- 
tion of  his  or  her  golf  ball  by  three 
feet);  and  they  also  sold  mulligans 
(another  shot  to  replace  a  poor  one 
without  adding  to  one's  score).  {As 
you  can  tell,  this  was  not  a  regula- 
tion tournament!) 

Many  individuals  and  groups  were 
involved  in  making  this  fund-raiser 
a  success.  Pastors  Tim  Garner  and 

(continued  on  right  side  of  next  page) 


Before  and  after:  Warsaw  Vice-Moderator  Jack  Wolf  (at  left  in  both  pictures)  and  War- 
saw Pastor  Bill  Shipman  with  (left)  hair  on  their  heads  and  (right)  hair  in  theirhands. 
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The  Pastoral  Care  Committee 
in  the  Local  Church 


The  following  proposal  from  the  Leadership 
Care  Study  Group  of  the  Congregational  Min- 
istries Council  is  intended  to  help  local  churches 
in  the  process  of  providing  more  intentional  care 
for  the  pastoral  household.  The  following  ideas 
are  primarily  suggestive.  We  present  this  model  to 
encourage  intentional  pastoral  care  within  con- 
gregations and  consistency  among  congrega- 
tions. Each  local  church  is  free  to  adapt  this 
document  to  suit  its  particular  situation.  This 
document  has  been  prepared  in  light  of  the  grow- 
ing need  to  encourage  and  strengthen  pastoral 
households  in  local  churches. 

1 .  We  recommend  the  creation  of  a  Pastoral 
Care  Committee  in  each  local  church.  We  further 
recommend  that  the  Pastoral  Care  Committee 
replace  the  Pastoral  Relations  Committee.  The 
Pastoral  Care  Committee  bears  no  formal  relation 
to  what  has  been  known  as  the  Pastoral  Relations 
Committee  (or  other  similar  terminology).  Pas- 
toral Relations  Committees  have  traditionally 
been  responsible  to  deal  with  the  conflict  issues 
between  pastors  and  individuals  within  the  con- 
gregation, as  well  as  to  present  financial  recom- 
mendations to  the  congregation  or  administrative 
board.  We  feel  that  such  an  arrangement  could 
foster  an  unbiblical  approach  to  conflict,  violat- 
ing the  guidelines  set  forth  in  Matthew  18:15-17. 
The  Pastoral  Care  Committee  will  not  be  directly 
involved  in  conflict  resolution. 

2.  The  Pastoral  Care  Committee  exists  to  pro- 
mote the  care  of  the  pastor  and  the  pastor's  fam- 
ily in  the  following  areas:  physical,  emotional, 
intellectual,  spiritual,  relational,  and  financial. 

3.  The  method  of  operation  of  the  Pastoral 
Care  Committee  will  be  a  relational  rather  than  a 
business  model.  A  business  model  is  more  formal 
and  less  personal  in  nature. 

4.  We  recommend  that  the  pastor  select  com- 
mittee members  with  the  affirmation  of  the  con- 
gregation or  administrative  board.  Representation 
from  other  boards,  committees,  ministries,  etc., 
within  the  church  is  not  necessary.  Neither  should 


there  be  any  ex  officio  members  of  the  committee. 
The  Study  Group  suggests  a  membership  of  three 
persons,  each  serving  a  three-year  term  on  a 
rotating  basis.  The  person  with  the  longest  tenure 
could  be  the  chairperson.  Since  the  committee 
is  relational  in  nature,  limiting  tenures  is  unnec- 
essary (i.e.,  an  outgoing  member  could  be  re- 
appointed). 

5.  The  Pastoral  Care  Committee  may  make 
reports  and/or  recommendations  to  the  congre- 
gation or  administrative  board  when  necessary. 

6.  Guidelines  for  the  Pastoral  Care  Committee 
to  follow  in  exercising  its  role: 

a.  Be  an  advocate  for  the  pastor  and  family. 

b.  Discuss  with  the  pastor  and  mutually 
agree  upon  a  policy  of  confidentiality 
with  exceptions. 

c.  Educate  the  congregation  on  sensitivity  to 
pastoral/family  needs. 

d.  Practice  creative  encouragement. 

e.  Communicate  with  district  personnel  at 
least  quarterly  to  report  activities  and  to 
use  them  as  resource  persons. 

f  Be  prepared  to  invite  a  crisis-intervention 
team  or  a  transition  team  to  the  church  in 
the  event  of  conflict,  retirement,  death,  or 
other  forms  of  departure  of  a  pastor  from 
the  church.  Conduct  this  process  in  co- 
operation with  the  appropriate  district  and 
national  personnel. 

g.  Plan  for  and  expedite  Pastor  Appreciation 
Day  (or  month)  each  year.  (Focus  on  the 
Family,  1-800-232-6459,  has  a  Pastor  Ap- 
preciation Kit  available  for  a  nominal  fee.) 

h.  Meet  possibly  monthly,  or  at  least  quarter- 
ly, or  at  the  call  of  pastor  or  chairperson. 

i.  Develop  a  separate  Pastoral  Care  Com- 
mittee for  each  staff  person  in  a  multiple 
pastoral  staff  situation. 

i.  Use  written  materials  available  in  a  Pas- 


toral  Care  Committee  packet  available 
from  The  Carpenter's  Shop  (419-289- 
0325).  This  packet  currently  includes  the 
following  titles  (a  brief  synopsis  of  each 
appears  at  the  end  of  this  presentation): 

Mcintosh,  Dr.  Gary  L.  and  Dr.  Robert  L. 
Edmondson.  It  Only  Hurts  on  Monday: 
Why  Pastors  Quit  and  What  You  Can  Do 
About  It.  Carol  Stream,  IL:  ChurchSmart 
Resources,  1998. 

Rediger,  C.  Lloyd.  Clergy  Killers:  Guid- 
ance for  Pastors  and  Congregations 
Under  Attack.  Louisville,  KY:  Westmin- 
ster John  Knox  Press,  1997. 

Roberts,  Wes.  Support  Your  Local  Pastor: 
Practical  Ways  to  Encourage  Your  Minis- 
ter. Colorado  Springs:  NavPress,  1995. 

These  books  can  be  used  as  resource  materi- 
al in  the  following  ways: 

•  Individual  members  read  each  volume 
in  order  to  educate  themselves  on  is- 
sues relating  to  pastoral  care. 

•  Use  a  volume  as  a  basis  of  discussion 
during  committee  time.  Chairperson 
could  lead  discussion  or  leadership 
could  be  rotated. 

•  Pastor  read  and  bring  relevant  issues  to 
the  committee. 


Book  Synopses 


It  Only  Hurts  on  Monday  by  Dr.  Gary  L.  Mcintosh 
and  Dr.  Robert  L.  Edmondson.  This  is  a  book  about 
pastoral  pressures  and  expectations  which  have  been 
significant  in  the  lives  of  over  60  ex-pastors  and  their 
churches.  It  is  a  research-based  book  which  draws  fre- 
quently upon  the  survey  results  which  preceded  it.  It 
is  especially  helpful  to  Pastoral  Care  Committees 
because  each  chapter,  after  discussing  the  particular 
problem,  contains  a  "You  Can  Help!"  section  with 
practical  suggestions  to  deal  with  the  problem  in  ques- 
tion. The  book  is  down-to-earth  and  quite  useable. 

Clergy  Killers  by  G.  Lloyd  Rediger  This  book  is 
the  most  clinical  of  the  three,  relying  heavily  upon  the 
discipline  of  psychology  for  its  insights.  And  it  packs 
a  hard  punch,  even  if  one  does  not  find  the  familiar 
evangelical-church  cliches  and  Bible  quotations  one 


might  expect.  The  process  of  identifying  clergy  killers 
is  scrupulously  guided,  lest  one  should  be  guilty  of 
false  accusation.  Not  every  troublemaker  or  negative 
person  in  the  church  is  a  clergy  killer!  But  clergy 
killers  are  real  and  must  be  dealt  with  in  stem  ways 
(something  most  congregations  scrupulously  avoid!). 
Rediger  repeatedly  insists  that  clergy  killers  must  be 
rendered  inoperable  in  local  churches. 

This  is  not  an  easy  book  to  digest  because  it  deals 
with  analysis  and  strategies,  but  it  issues  a  mandate  to 
churches  to  come  to  terms  with  phenomena  which 
debilitate  pastors  and  congregations.  The  final  three 
chapters  provide  a  welcome  relief  because  they  dis- 
cuss positive  factors  in  the  life  and  health  of  pastors 
and  congregations.  But  the  preceding  chapters  are 
imperative  because  of  the  problem  issues  in  many 
churches.  There  is  a  chapter  on  Killer  Clergy  as  well, 
lest  one  think  that  the  problem  is  strictly  one-sided.  A 
Pastoral  Care  Committee  will  have  plenty  to  discuss  if 
this  book  becomes  a  basis  of  discussion! 

Support  Your  Local  Pastor  by  Wes  Roberts.  Wes 
Roberts'  ministry  is  to  Christian  leaders  and  his  book 
reveals  his  familiarity  with  the  issues.  The  introduc- 
tory chapter,  "Loving  Our  Pastors  Well,"  is  the  objec- 
tive of  the  Leadership  Care  Study  Group.  The  con- 
cluding chapter,  "Who  Can  Help  Us  Care  for  Our 
Pastors?"  provides  the  names,  addresses,  and  phone 
numbers  of  forty-one  ministry  agencies  devoted  to 
caring  for  pastors  and  their  families.  Between  these 
chapters  lie  other  chapters  filled  with  practical  sug- 
gestions and  ideas  for  a  Pastoral  Care  Committee  to 
implement.  This  is  the  most  suggestion-laden  book 
of  the  three  and  will  prove  valuable  in  helping  to 
encourage  the  pastor  and  his  family. 

All  of  the  above-recommended  books  seek  to 
help  create  pastor-congregation  relationships 
which  will  make  pastoring  that  particular  local 
church  an  exciting  and  fulfilling  adventure.  We 
are  trying  to  create  an  atmosphere  in  The  Breth- 
ren Church  which  communicates  that  pastoring  is 
a  wonderfial  calling  and  that  our  churches  are 
wonderful  places  to  pastor.  We  are  hoping  the 
Brethren  will  become  a  model  of  pastoral  care  so 
that  others  might  emulate  us  in  the  care  for  their 
pastors. 

The  Congregational  Ministries  Council 
Emery  Hurd,  Chairman 

The  Leadership  Care  Study  Group 
Brian  H.  Moore,  Chairman 
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Ashland  Theological  Seminary  breaks  ground 
for  $2.75  nnillion  Sandberg  Leadership  Center 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary  broke  ground  on 
Friday,  September  8,  for  a  new  lead- 
ership center  to  be  constructed  on 
the  seminary  campus.  The  new 
building  will  be  called  the  Sandberg 
Leadership  Center  in  recognition  of 
a  generous  commitment  toward  the 
building  by  Dr.  Emanuel  (Buzz)  and 
Mrs.  Ann  Sandberg. 

The  16,000-square-foot  leadership 
center  will  serve  as  a  conference 
center,  with  seminar  rooms,  audito- 
rium, conference  facilities,  breakout 
rooms,  areas  for  reflection  and 
prayer,  and  faculty  offices.  It  will 
also  house  a  counseling  center  with 
state-of-the  art  technology  and  fea- 
turing laboratory  and  clinical  expe- 
rience areas.  Cost  of  the  center  is  an 
estimated  $2.75  million. 

Dr.  Frederick  Finks,  president  of 
the    seminary. 


currently  the  largest  seminary  in 
Ohio  and  the  12th  largest  in  the 
U.S.  and  Canada.  The  student  body 
of  800  students  represents  more 
than  70  denominations  and  para- 
church  organizations  from  almost 
every  state  in  the  United  States  and 
16  foreign  countries.  [Ij"] 


said, 

new 

ship 

will 

the 


"This 
Leader- 
Center 
position 
seminary 


to  expand  its 
growing  areas 
of  expertise 
and  at  the 
same  time  ex- 
pand its  spe- 
cialized pro- 
grams to  meet 
the  growing 
needs  of  soci- 
ety." Ashland 
Theological 
Seminary      is 


Because  the  "ground"  being  broken  was  parking-lot  blacktop,  the 
first  shovelful  was  taken  with  a  backhoe  (top),  with  Dr  Buzz  Sand- 
berg at  the  controls.  This  was  followed  by  a  more  conventional 
ground-breaking  (above)  by  some  of  the  principal  donors  to  the 
building — (I.  to  r)  Mrs.  Nancy  Peterson.  Lois  and  Ken  Miller,  Mrs. 

Frances 
Smetzer  (with 
son  Ted  and 
d  a  u  g  h  t  e  r 
Nancy),  and 
Buzz  and  Ann 
Sandberg.  At 
left,  the  Sand- 
bergs  stand 
beside  an 
artist  s  con- 
ception of 
what  the  lead- 
ership center 
will  look  like 
when  it  is 
completed. 
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(continued  from  page  8) 
Tim  DeLaughter  co-chaired  the 
event.  The  Jefferson  and  Nappanee 
churches  provided  the  main  course 
for  the  lunch,  Elkhart  provided  the 
vegetable/salads,  Goshen  the  des- 
serts, and  North  Manchester  the 
pop.  Major  sponsors  of  the  tourna- 
ment, giving  a  $500  contribution  or 
more,  were  Child  Support  Recovery 
Services,  Inc.,  of  Elkhart;  R-Way 
Trailer  of  Elkhart;  and  Starcraft 
Recreation  Vehicles  of  Topeka. 

Hole  Sponsors  and  cost  under- 
writers giving  $100  to  $300  includ- 
ed Ray  and  Janis  Yoder  of  the  Jef- 
ferson Brethren  Church;  Patty 
Sweet  of  the  College  Corner  Breth- 
ren Church;  Mennonite  Mutual  Aid 
Association  of  Goshen;  Kropf  Recre- 
ational Vehicles  of  Goshen;  Pre- 
miere Sign  of  Goshen;  Shepherd's 
Chevy-Olds  of  N.  Manchester;  First 
State  Bank  of  Middlebury;  and 
Reliance  Insurance  (Jeff  Blue)  of 
Goshen  (the  hole-in-one  sponsor). 
(One  of  the  disappointments  of  the 
day  was  that  no  one  "aced"  the  17th 
hole,  which  had  a  $15,000  insurance 
policy  riding  on  it.  The  person  who 
got  the  hole-in-one  would  have  split 
the  prize  with  the  youth!) 

Others  who  donated  prizes  were 
Indiana  Lawrence  Bank  of  N. 
Manchester;  Sprint  long-distance; 
and  T-Time  Golf  (Gene  Lockhart)  of 
Bryan,  Ohio. 

Winners  of  the  tournament  were 
as  follows: 

•  Low  individual  score  —  Gary 
Goshert  with  a  31. 

•  Winning  team,  determined  by 
adding  the  team's  best  ball  on 
the  front  nine  with  their  scram- 
ble score  on  the  back  nine  — 
Jason  Blackman,  Drew  Smith, 
Stuart  Smith,  and  Brian  Smith 
(Wabash). 

•  Longest  drive  —  Stuart  Smith 

•  Longest  putt  —  Amanda 
Brunnemer 

•  Closest  to  the  pin  —  Art 
Frederickson 

—  reported  by  Rev.  Tim  Garner 
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ocoii  ivieduuwb  iribidiieu 
at  Flora  First  Brethren 

Flora,  Ind.  —  Rev.  R.  Scott  Mead- 
ows was  installed  June  4  as  pastor 
of  the  Flora,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church.  Rev. 
David  Cook- 
sey,  Director 
of  Pastoral 
Ministries  for 
The  Brethren 
Church,  con- 
ducted the  in- 
stallation ser- 
vice. Others 
participating 
in  the  service  included  Joe  Collins, 
chair  of  the  Pulpit  Committee,  and 
Deacon  Donnie  Clingenpeel. 

Rev.  Meadows  became  serving  the 
Flora  Church  on  March  8,  1998.  He 
has  a  B.S.  degree  in  Bible  and  Chris- 
tian counseling  from  Kentucky 
Christian  College  and  is  pursuing  a 
Master's  degree  from  Southwest 
Theological  Seminary.  He  serves  as 
president  of  the  Flora  Ministerial 
Association  and  is  chaplain  for  the 
Flora  Police  Department. 

Rev.  Meadows  is  married,  and  he 
and  his  wife  Allison  have  a  son, 
Blake.  "We  feel  very  blessed  to  have 
Scott  and  his  family  serving  at  the 
Flora  First  Brethren  Church,"  said 
reporter  Pat  Calhoun.  ['ij*] 

New  pastor  at  Bethlehem 

Harrisonburg,  Va.  —  Dr.  Thomas 
Smith  began  serving  the  Bethlehem 
Brethren  Church  of  Harrisonburg, 
Va.,  on  June  1.  A 
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graduate  of  Ash 
land  Theological 
Seminary  with 
both  Master  of 
Divinity  and 
Doctor  of  Min- 
istry degrees. 
Dr.  Smith  has 
served  as  pastor 
of  churches  in  Ohio  and  Indiana, 
most  recently  at  the  Muncie,  Ind., 
First  Brethren  Church.  [1}'] 
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Bicycles  for  India 

Twelve  Mile,  Ind.  —  In  April,  the  missions 
committee  of  the  Corinth  Brethren  Church  de- 
cided to  support  the  mission  work  of  the  Kumars 
in  India  by  raising  money  to  purchase  bicycles 
for  the  pastors  serving  there.  When  this  was 
announced.  Pastor  Paul  Reeder  made  the  off- 
hand comment  that  if  the  congi'egation  raised 
enough  money  for  30  bicycles,  he  might  ride  a 
bicycle  down  the  aisle  of  the  church. 

The  congregation  rose  to  the  occasion  and 
funds  began  to  pour  in.  Each  week  progress  was 
reported  by  placing  a  bicycle  rider  on  a  map  of 
India  (above  right).  Before  long 
space  was  running  out  on  the  map! 
By  mid-April  the  Corinth  Brethren 
had  contributed  $2,150,  enough  to 
purchase  43  bicycles. 

Pastor  Reeder,  being  a  good  sport, 
agreed  to  ride  a  bicycle,  but  outside 
on  the  sidewalk.  So  on  Sunday,  April 
30,  following  the  worship  service,  he 
jumped  on  a  3-wheeled  "bicycle"  (at 
right),  donned  a  flowered  Easter 
bonnet,  and  rode  down  the  front 
sidewalk — to  the  great  applause  of 
the  Corinth  Brethren. 

—  reported  by  Marty  Arthur 
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Logans  serving  in  Somalia:  At  General  Conference,  Brethren  missionaries 
Mark  and  Chantal  Logan  (at  right  in  the  photo  below)  announced  that  they  would 
return  to  Africa  in  September  (they  returned  Sept.  23rd)  to  do  mission  work  among 
the  people  of  Somalia.  Because  of  the  ten-year  civil  war  in  Somalia  and  the  result- 
ing strife  and  anarchy  in  that  country,  they  will  live  in  Nairobi,  Kenya,  but  will 
make  trips  into  Somalia  from  time  to  time.  The  Logans  are  working  in  Africa  under 
two  mission  agencies.  Eastern  Mennonite  Mission  and  Mennonite  Central  Com- 
mittee, and  they  serve  as  the  Somalia  representatives  for  both  of  these  agencies. 
They  request 
prayers  for 
their  safety  as 
they  work 
among  the 
Somali  peo- 
ple, for  the  sit- 
uation in  that 
country  is  al- 
ways volatile. 
Following 
their  earlier 
service  in  Dji- 
bouti Africa, 
the       Logans 

spent  the  past  year  in  France  (Chantal's  homeland),  where  Chantal  did  course  work 
for  a  Ph.D.  degree  and  Mark  served  as  associate  pastor  of  a  Reformed  Church  in 
Rouen,  France.  The  senior  pastor  of  the  church  where  Mark  served  is  Gilles 
Bouconionl.  The  Logans  first  met  Gilles  and  his  wife  Aude  (at  left  in  the  photo 
above)  in  Djibouti,  where  they  became  good  friends.  In  fact,  Mark  baptized  Aude 
in  the  Gulf  of  Tadjoura  (where  the  Indian  Ocean  meets  the  Red  Sea)  during  that 
time.  After  spending  a  year  with  the  Boucomonts  in  France,  the  Logans  invited 
them  to  accompany  them  to  the  U.S.  and  to  attend  General  Conference.  Both  Gilles 
and  Aude  are  fluent  in  Lnglish  and  were  able  to  enjoy  the  Conference. 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Volunteer  work  groups  make  major  impact  at 
Riverside  Christian  School  this  past  summer 


VERY  HOT  WEATHER,  delays  in 
supplies,  downpours  of  rain  .  .  . 
nothing  seemed  to  daunt  the  spirits  of 
the  four  work  groups  that  came  to 
Riverside  Christian  School  this  past 
summer  Each  group  came  with  car- 
ing hearts,  servant  spirits,  and  help- 
ing hands.  Each  group  also  came  de- 
termined to  fill  the  hours  meeting  any 
and  every  need  it  could.  A  tremen- 
dous amount  of  work  was  accom- 
plished. 

The  first  group  of  15  people  came 
from  the  Loree  Brethren  Church  of 
Bunker  Hill,  Ind.,  and  the  Trinity 
Brethren  Church  of  North  Canton, 
Ohio.  Just  after  their  arrival  a  crisis 
occurred  when  the  school's  walk-in 
freezer  stopped  working!  They  joined 
the  rescue  party. 

In  the  space  of  about  2V2  days  this 
group  accomplished  a  great  deal,  in- 
cluding building  a  deck  for  a  staff 
mobile  unit;  helping  with  vacation 
Bible  school  music,  crafts,  and  games; 
planting  flowers;  and  painting  the 
school  locker  rooms  and  equipment 
storage  area. 

This  group  (not  above  a  bit  of  mis- 
chief) included  two  pastors — Rev. 
Eugene  Oburn  and  Rev.  Tony  Price — 
and  the  following  lay  people:  DeAnn 
Oburn,  Geneva  Price,  Bert  West, 
Cindy  and  Alex  Lorenz,  Dan  Garber, 
Carl  Lowe,  Donna  and  David  Barnes, 
Joshua  Barnes,  Martha  Garber,  Irene 
Clapper,  and  Derek  Holland. 

Realizing  they  were  coming  at  an 
extra  busy  and  very  tiring  time,  the 
next  group  of  people — from  the 
Corinth  (Twelve  Mile,  Ind.)  Brethren 
Church — came  anyway.  This  group  of 
18,  having  barely  caught  their  breath 
from  a  canoeing  excursion,  launched 
into  several  projects  — painting  three 
classrooms,  doing  electrical  and 
plumbing  work,  repairing  some  roof- 
ing, and  removing  old  gutters.  The 
next  day  most  of  the  group's  time  and 
energy  was  focused  on  helping  pre- 
pare two  Softball  fields,  food,  posters, 
etc.,  for  the  annual  July  4th  holiday/ 
homecoming  celebration. 

The  group  also  helped  in  a  number 
of  ways  with  the  celebration,  even 
with  clean-up  when  it  was  almost 
dark.  But  there's  more!  Several  mem- 
bers provided  some  great  special 
music  in  the  evenings  and  during 
worship  on  Sunday. 


This  group  included  Jay  and  Betty 
Shafer,  Duane  Scott,  Tai  Staller, 
Dustin  and  Chasity  Dillman,  Michelle 
McKinley,  Brad  Moon,  Trista  Peters, 
Larkin  and  Norma  Jean  Beech- 
er,  Marvin  and  Harriet  Dill- 
man,  Dean  Gallahan,  and  Dana, 
Jill,  Silas,  and  Erica  Zartman. 

The  third  group,  another 
combined  one,  had  a  number  of 
familiar  faces,  as  most  of  them 
had  been  to  the  school  many 
times  before,  helping  in  nu- 
merous ways.  They  represent- 
ed the  Roann,  Ind.,  First 
Brethren  Church  and  the  Peru, 
Ind.,   First  Brethren  Church. 

Working  on  hot  pavement  in 
the  hot  sun,  this  group  almost 
welcomed   the   downpours — of 
rain,  that  is,  not  of  sweat.  A 
major  and  vital  project  ac- 
complished this  week  was 
widening      two      sidewalk 
areas      while      improving 
drainage. 

This  group  also  brought 
books,  washed  two  staff 
trailers,  painted  class- 
rooms, constructed  some 
needed  shelving,  transport- 
ed and  set  up  a  storage 
building,  constructed  a 
porch  railing,  and  widened 
a  driveway.  Amazing! 
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At  right,  work- 
ers from  Roann 
and  Peru  repair 
and  widen  side- 
walks: below, 
Brethren  from 
Corinth  paint  a 
room;  bottom, 
tn'o  workmen 
remove  old 
giitters^'itst  a 
sample  of  "the 
tremendous 
amount  of  work 
[that]  was 
accomplished.  " 


This  group  (not  above  a  bit  of  teas- 
ing) included  Greg  and  Terri  Caugh- 
ell,  Keith  and  Marilyn  Dyson,  Steve 
Meyer,  Leslie  and  Chris  Moellering, 
Janie  and  Daryl  Prather,  Lorie  and 
Adam  Keck,  Paula  and  Mike  Mooney, 
and  a  number  of  little  ones. 

The  last  and  smallest  group  came 
from  the  Bryan,  Ohio,  First  Brethren 
Church.  Smaller  in  number  but  just 
as  big  in  heart,  this  group  tackled  big 
projects  and  accomplished  much   in 


three  days.  Half  of  the  group  worked 
at  badly-needed  renovation  of  staff 
housing  for  new  staff  coming  in.  This 
was  a  key  task.  The  other  half  of  this 
group  painted  a  restroom,  the  front 
hallway,  and  the  front  porch  area  and 
doors.  This  is  what  everyone  sees 
first,  and  it  looks  great! 

This  group  included  Denny  and 
Kristiana  Dietrich,  Tim  and  Nicole 
Manning,  Carmen  and  Ann  Cum- 
mins, Mandi  and  Max  Smith,  Josh 
McCann,  and  Justin  Schultz. 

What  a  busy  summer  this  was  at 
Riverside!  And  surely  this  article 
doesn't  tell  the  whole  story.  Other 
things  were  done  that  missed  the  list. 
Plus  each  group  took  care  of  its  own 
meals,  often  including  Riverside  staff 
for  the  fellowship.  Each  gi'oup  also 
helped  cover  the  cost  of  supplies  it 
used.  Each  gi-oup  was  a  special  bless- 
ing, and  (Praise  the  Lord!)  each  gi'oup 
promised  to  come  back.  ['li'l 

—  Nancv  Hostefler 
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Bradenton  church  honors 
oiclan  Martha  Ader 

Bradenton,  Fla.  —  Martha  Ader, 
Director  of  Music  and  organist  for  the 
Bradenton  Brethren  Church,  was 
honored  recently  with  a  carry-in  din- 
ner and  a  shower  of  cards  in  recogni- 
tion of  her  60  years  of  service  as  a 
church  musician.  At  the  close  of  the 
dinner,  Mrs.  Sarah  Garrett,  the  pastor's 


Martha  Ader  with  husband  Glenn. 

wife,  gave  Martha  a  bouquet  of  60 
mixed  blossoms;  Moderator  Enos 
Schrock  gave  her  a  plaque  expressing 
thanks  for  her  60  years  of  serving  the 
Lord;  and  Pastor  Buck  Garrett  gave 
her  60  new  golden  dollars. 

Martha  began  her  service  at  age  13 
playing  piano  at  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Mansfield,  Ohio.  Later  an 
organ  replaced  the  piano,  and  Martha 
became  organist.  Still  later  the  church 
relocated  and  became  the  Walcrest 
Brethren  Church,  but  Martha's  role 
didn't  change.  She  continued  there  as 
organist  until  1985,  at  which  time  the 
Ader  family  moved  to  Bradenton. 

Martha  has  continued  to  use  her 
special  talents  to  serve  the  Bradenton 
Church.  And  the  congregation  looks 
forward  to  her  continued  ministry  as 
she  helps  the  church  fulfill  its  motto 
of  being  a  "Love  and  Care  Center" 

Martha  has  been  married  for  53 
years  to  Glenn  Ader,  also  a  musician 
(saxophone,  trombone,  harmonica, 
and  saw).  Their  two  children  also  have 
musical  talents.  Son  Ron  plays  elec- 
tric bass,  and  daughter  Bonnie  plays 
piano.  Martha,  Glenn,  and  Bonnie 
occasionally  play  and  sing  together 
during  the  worship  service.  I'ij'l 


Ordination  Services 


Lorie  Keck 

Peru,  Ind.  —  Lorie  Keck  was  or- 
dained an  elder  in  The  Brethren 
Church  and  his  wife  Kathy  was  con- 
secrated as  the  wife  of  an  elder  in  a 
service  held  June  25  at  the  Peru 
First  Brethren 
Church,  where 
Rev.  Keck  serves 
as  pastor. 

Rev.  L.  Eu- 
gene Oburn, 
pastor  of  the 
Loree  Brethren 
Church,  gave 
the  message  for 
the  service. 

Other  Brethren 
elders  partici- 
pating in  the 
service        were 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Lorie  Keck 


Rev.  Claude  Stogsdill,  Rev.  Jim 
Thomas,  Rev.  David  Cooksey,  Rev. 
Russell  Gordon,  Rev.  Gene  Eckerley, 
and  Rev.  Lorie  Keck  himself,  who 
gave  the  benediction. 

Special  music  was  presented  by 
Amie,  Adam,  and  Andrew  Keck, 
Lorie  and  Kathy' s  children.  Susie 
Stout  was  organist  for  the  service, 
and  Claire  Balsbaugh  played  the 
piano.  Peru  First  Brethren  Modera- 
tor Brooke  Balsbaugh  read  the 
church's  call  for  the  ordination  of 
Pastor  Keck. 

Lorie  Keck  was  born  (June  5, 
1951)  and  raised  in  Teegarden,  Ind., 
and  attended  the  Teegarden  First 
Brethren  Church,  where  he  gave  his 
life  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  Later,  at  Camp 
Shipshewana,  the 
Lord  called  him  to  be- 
come a  pastor  In  June 
1974  he  married  Kath- 
ryn  Irene  Stoneburner, 
also  a  member  of  the 
Teegarden  Church. 

Upon  graduation 
from  Indiana  Univer- 
sity in  South  Bend, 
Lorie  taught  elemen- 
tary school  in  Lapaz, 
Ind.,  for  three  years. 
After  a  succession  of 
blue-collar  jobs,  he 
and   Kathy   answered 


the  Lord's  call  to  teach  and  minister 
at  Riverside  Christian  School  in 
Lost  Creek,  Ky.  While  teaching  at 
Riverside,  he  also  served  the  Haddix 
and  Rowdy  Brethren  Churches  as 
well  as  the  Clayhole  Grace  Brethren 
Church.  He  also  found  time  to  earn 
an  MFA  degree 
from  Morehead 
(Ky.)  State  Uni- 
versity. After 
serving  the  Lord 
at  Riverside  for 
19  years,  Pastor 
Keck  received  a 
call  to  pastor 
the  First  Breth- 
ren Church  of 
Peru,  where  he 
has  served  for 
the  past  two 
years. 

As  noted  above,  the  Kecks  have 
three  children.  Amie,  an  athletic 
trainer,  resides  in  St.  Charles,  111.; 
Adam  is  studying  avionics  in  Tulsa, 
Okla.;  and  Andrew  is  a  junior  at 
Huntington  (Ind.)  College.  All  three 
have  given  their  hearts  to  Jesus  and 
have  made  Him  Lord  of  their  lives. 

Jim  Corbitt 

Mathias,  W.  Va.  —  Jim  Cole  Corbitt 
was  ordained  an  elder  in  The  Breth- 
ren Church  and  his  wife  Laurice  was 
consecrated  as  the  wife  of  an  elder 
in  a  service  held  July  11,  1999,  at  the 
Mathias,  W.  Va.,  Brethren  Church, 
(continued  at  far  right  on  next  page) 


Rev.  Mike  Woods  (c.)  talks  to  Jim  and  Laurice  Corbitt  about 
their  responsibilities  as  an  elder  and  the  wife  of  an  elder 
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Warsaw  First  Brethren  Church  commissions 
Cheryl  Ennis  as  Pastor  of  Nurtu*-^  ^  '^utreach 

Warsaw,  Ind.  —  Cheryl  A. 
Ennis  was  commissioned  on 
Sunday,  June  4,  as  Pastor  of 
Nurture  and  Outreach  for 
the  Warsaw  First  Brethren 
Church.  Rev.  Reilly  Smith, 
Director  of  Missionary 
Ministries  for  The  Brethren 
Church,  brought  the  mes- 
sage for  the  service  and  also 
assisted  Warsaw's  Senior 
Pastor  William  J.  Shipman 
with  the  commissioning 
service. 

Pastor   Ennis    is,    in   her 
own  words,    "a  nearly  50- 
year-old    widowed    grandmother." 
She  works  full  time  as  an  Account 
Coordinator  at  Office  Interiors,  Inc., 
in  South  Bend,  Ind.  She  became  a 


Pastor  Cheryl  Ennis  with  Warsaw  Senior  Pastor 
Bill  Shipman  (I.)  and  Rev.  Reilly  Smith. 

Christian  when  she  was  17  and  be- 
came part  of  the  Ardmore  First 
Brethren  Church  in  the  early  seven- 
ties. She  served  the  Ardmore  con- 


Special  Anniversaries 

Two  Brethren  pastoral  couples 
celebrated  major  anniversaries  in 
September. 

Wayne  and  Mildred  Swihart 

Rev.  Wayne  and  Mildred  Swi- 
hart marked  their  60th  anniver- 
sary on  September  14.  Several 
events  were  held  in  their  honor  dur- 


ing the  month  of  September  at  the 
Honeywell  Center  in  Wabash,  Ind. 

Together  Wayne  and  Mildred  ac- 
cumulated 75  years  as  teachers. 
Both  retired  in  1986,  Wayne  from 
Valparaiso  University  and  Mildred 
from  Valparaiso  Community 
Schools.  They  also  served  The 
Brethren  Church  for  50  years  with 
pastorates  at  Burlington,  Mexico, 
Tiosa,  Muncie,  Milford,  and 
Mishawaka,  Ind.  Rev.  Swihart  re- 
tired from  pastoral  ministry  in  1986 
after  18  years  at  the  Mishawaka 
Brethren  Church. 


The  Swiharts  are  the  parents  of  4 
children,  have  11  grandchildren, 
and  5  great-grandchildren.  They 
reside  at  302  Colonial  Lane,  N. 
Manchester,  IN  46962. 

Bill  and  Gene  Skeldon 

On  September  15,  Rev.  Bill  and 
Gene  Skeldon  were  married  50 
years.  But  they  began  their  cele- 
bration on  July  10 — with  a  five- 
week  trip  west  that  covered  7,600 
miles,  18  states,  6  national  parks, 
and  included  five  days  at  General 
Conference  in  Estes  Park. 

Their  celebration  culminated  on 
September  3  with  a  reception  at  the 


Oak  Hill,  W  Va.,  First  Brethren 
Church,  where  Rev.  Skeldon  has  been 
pastor  for  the  past  26  years.  The 
reception  was  given  by  their  sons 
Mark  and  John  and  was  attended 
by  family  members  from  six  states 
and  Canada  and  by  many  friends 
from  the  church  and  community. 
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gregation  as  Sunday  school  teacher, 
music  leader  in  the  worship  service, 
and  as  chair  of  the  Outreach  Min- 
istry. She  also  held  district  and  de- 
nominational positions. 

Several  years  ago,  while  her  hus- 
band was  still  living,  Cheryl  heard 
God's  call  to  ministry.  She  thought 
it  was  God's  plan  for  her  to  work  in 
her  local  church,  but  after  the  death 
of  her  husband  she  began  to  explore 
other  possibilities. 

In  time  this  led  to  discussions 
with  Pastor  Shipman  about  working 
with  him  at  the  Warsaw  Church.  So 
in  September  1999  she  began  serv- 
ing the  Warsaw  Church  as  a  tent- 
maker  on  a  temporary  basis,  with 
an  evaluation  to  be  made  after  one 
quarter.  She  has  been  at  Warsaw 
ever  since,  and  in  April  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Warsaw  Church  voted 
unanimously  to  call  her  to  serve  the 
congregation  as  lay  Pastor  of  Nur- 
ture and  Outreach.  [1]'] 


Faith  is  that  which,  knowing  the 
Lord's  will,  goes  and  does  it;  or  not 
knowing  it,  stands  and  waits. 

—  George  Macdonald 


Jim  Corbitt  Ordination 

(continued  from  page  12) 
where  Rev.  Corbitt  serves  as  pas- 
tor. Brethren  elders  officiating  at 
the   service   were   Mike   Woods, 
Dave  Benshoff,  and  Pat  Velanzon. 

Rev.  Corbitt  has  served  the 
Mathias  Church  since  the  fall  of 
1995.  He  completed  seminary  at 
Eastern  Mennonite  University  in 
Harrisonburg,  Va.,  and  took  the 
additional  Brethren  emphasis 
courses  required  for  ordination 
by  the  National  Ordination  Coun- 
cil of  The  Brethren  Church. 

Pastor  Jim  and  Laurice  are  par- 
ents   of    three    children — Cole, 
Amber,  and  Karen.  They  also  have 
a  gi'anddaughter,  Lily  Amber. 
—  reported  by  Jane  Robinson 
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In  Memory 

Rev.  Fredrick  T.  Snyder,  79,  a 

retired  Brethren  pastor,  died  July 
22  at  Harborside  Health  Care  in 
Sarasota, 
Fla.  He  was 
born  May  26, 
1921,  in 

Wabash,  Ind. 
On  July  18, 
1944,  he 

married 
Betty  Lou 
D  e  n  m  a  n  , 
who  survives 
him.  He 

served  in  the  Navy  during  World 
War  II  and  was  a  survivor  of  the 
attack  on  Pearl  Harbor. 

Brother  Snyder  was  licensed  for 
Brethren  pastoral  ministry  in  1961 
and  ordained  in  1969.  He  pastored 
the  Marion,  Mexico,  Wabash,  and 
Corinth  Brethren  Churches  in  Indi- 
ana. He  also  served  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Brethren  Retreat 
Center  and  for  several  years  on  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Brethren's 
Home  in  Flora,  Ind. 

The  Snyders  were  parents  of 
three  children — a  son,  Thomas,  of 
Wabash;  a  daughter,  Beverly  (Fogel) 
of  Marion;  and  a  daughter,  Barbara, 
who  is  deceased. 

Services  for  Rev.  Snyder  were  held 
at  the  Grandstaff-Hentgen  funeral 
home  in  Wabash,  with  Rev.  Glenn 
Grumbling  and  Rev.  Gerald  Zook 
officiating.  Memorial  contributions 
may  be  made  to  the  Wabash  First 
Brethren  Church.  ['ij'j 


Correction 

The  name  of  the  new  pastor  of 
the  West  Alexandria,  Ohio,  First 
Brethren  Church  was  given  incor- 
rectly in  the  July/August  issue  of 
the  Evangelist  (hack  page).  The 
new  pastor's  name  is  Frank 
Crotinger  (not  Protinger).  Incor- 
rect information  was  sent  to  the 
editor 


Meadow  Crest  Brethren  Church  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  recently  completed  and 
dedicated  a  new  church  sign — made  from  a  single  piece  of  Tennessee  limestone 
weighing  4,800  pounds!  Church  moderator  Judd  Chaille  and  his  wife  Christina 
drove  to  the  Tennessee  Stone  Company  in  Crossville,  Tenn.,  and  picked  out  the 
stone.  When  the  quarry  operator  heard  it  was  for  an  Indiana  church,  he  sold  it  to 
them  for  $187.  The  stone  was  brought  to  Fort  Wayne,  where  lettering  and  a  cross 
and  dove  were  sandblasted  into  the  stone  by  artisans  at  Berkmeier  Monument 
Company  (at  a  cost  of  $900,  the  single  largest  expense  of  the  project).  The  rest  of 
the  project — moving  and  placing  the  stone,  landscaping,  and  lighting,  was  done  by 
the  men  of  the  congregation,  with  help  from  the  church's  good  neighbor,  Don  Stan- 
ton, who  provided  his  heavy  equipment.  The  entire  project,  including  landscaping 
and  lighting,  cost  less  than  $2,400.  "We  appreciate  that  God  has  blessed  us  with 
talented  people  to  complete  work  like  this,"  said  Pastor  Richard  Austin. 


Reformation  Highlights  Tour     ^ 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  Luke  Keefer  and 
Dale  Stoffer,  professors  at  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary,  will  co-host  a 
Reformation  Highlights  Tour  next 
summer  (2001).  The  tour  will  visit 
sites  in  Switzerland,  Germany,  the 
Czech  Republic,  and  Holland  that  are 
significant  for  the  Lutheran,  Re- 
formed, and  Anabaptist  phases  of  the 
Reformation.  Time  will  also  be  spent 
in  Schwarzenau,  Germany,  the  birth- 
place of  the  Brethren  movement. 

Participating  in  the  tour  will  be 
members  of  the  Christian  history, 
theology  and  philosophy  department 
of  Ashland  Theological  Seminary,  who 
will  serve  as  resource  leaders  to  share 
their  historical  and  theological  in- 
sights at  the  sites  visited.  This  tour 
offers  a  unique  opportunity  to  visit 
some  of  Europe's  most  beautiful  and 
historically  rich  locations  and  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  their  deep  reli- 
gious significance. 

The  tour  will  depart  from  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  on  June  23,  2001,  and  re- 
turn on  July  7.  To  receive  a  brochure 
providing  all  the  essential  details  for 
the  tour,  contact  Dale  Stoffer  by  e-mail 
at  dstofferC"  ashland.edu  or  by  phone 
at  419-289-5985  (office)  or  419-281- 
6291  (home).  [U'l 
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A  Thanksgiving  Medley 


The  Pilgrim  Fathers 

O  God,  beneath  Thy  guiding  hand 
Our  exiled  fathers  crossed  the  sea; 

And  when  they  trod  the  wintry  strand. 
With  prayer  and  psalm  they  worshipped 
Thee. 

Thou  heard'st,  well  pleased,  the  song,  the 
prayer: 

Thy  blessing  came;  and  still  its  power 
Shall  onward  through  all  ages  bear 

The  memory  of  that  holy  hour. 

Laws,  freedom,  truth,  and  faith  in  God 
Came  with  those  exiles  o'er  the  waves; 

And  where  their  pilgrim  feet  have  trod, 
The  God  they  trusted  guards  their  graves. 

And  here  Thy  name,  O,  God  of  love, 
Their  children's  children  shall  adore. 

Till  these  eternal  hills  remove, 
And  spring  adorns  the  earth  no  more. 

Leonard  Bacon,  1802-1881 


^  To  he  grateful  is  to  recognize  the  love  of  '^ 
^  God  in  everything  He  has  given  us — and  He 
has  given  us  everything.  Every  breath  we  draw 
is  a  gift  of  His  love.  Every  moment  of  existence 
is  a  gift  of  grace,  for  it  brings  with  it  immense 
graces  from  Him.  Gratitude  therefore  takes 
nothing  for  granted,  is  never  unresponsive,  is 
constantly  awakening  to  new  wonder  and  to 
praise  of  the  goodness  of  God. 

Thomas  Mcrton 


Thankful  hearts 

With  thankful  hearts, 

O  Lord,  we  come, 
To  praise  Thy  name 

in  grateful  song; 
Accept  the  offering, 

Lord,  we  bring, 
And  help  us  loud 

Thy  praises  sing. 

We  thank  Thee,  Lord, 

for  daily  food. 
For  plenteous  store 

of  earthly  good; 
For  life,  and  health, 

we  still  possess, 
With  house  and  home 

so  richly  blest. 

We  thank  Thee  for 

this  goodly  land. 
Where  freedom  reigns 

on  every  hand; 
Do  Thou,  O  Lord, 

our  country  bless. 
With  heavenly  peace 

and  righteousness. 

We  thank  Thee  for 

Thy  blessed  Word, 
That  to  our  souls 

doth  life  afford; 
Help  us  its  message 

to  receive, 
And  from  the  heart 

its  truth  believe. 

—  J.S.  Mohler 


Give  thanks 
to  the  Lord, 
for  he  is  good; 
his  love  endures 
forever. 

—  Pscdm  107:1 


Hymn  of  Gratitude 

Great  God  of  Nations,  now  to  Thee, 
Our  hymn  of  Gratitude  we  raise; 

With  humble  heart  and  bending  knee 
We  offer  Thee  our  song  of  praise. 

Thy  name  we  bless.  Almighty  God, 
For  all  the  kindness  Thou  hast  shown 

To  this  fair  land  the  Pilgrims  trod — 
This  land  we  fondly  call  our  own. 

We  praise  Thee  that  the  Gospel's  light 
Through  all  our  land  its  radiance 
sheds 
Dispels  the  shade  of  error's  night, 
And  heavenly  blessings  round  us 
spreads. 

Great  God,  preserve  us  in  Thy  fear; 

In  danger,  still  our  Guardian  be; 
0  spread  Thy  truth's  bright  precepts 
here; 
Let  all  the  people  worship  Thee. 

—  Anonymous 
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Rock  Springs: 
a  different  church  experience 

By  Jill  Wyckoff 
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I  REMEMBER  the  day  I  got  the 
oversized  postcard  in  the  mail.  We 
had  been  church-hopping  for  years 
and  hadn't  found  one  that  fit.  Rock 
Springs  (a  new  Brethren  church  be- 
ing planted  in  southern  California) 
promised  a  "different  church  experi- 
ence," and,  based  on  the  uniqueness 
of  the  card,  I  figured  that  just  might 
be  the  case. 

Rock  Springs  was  a  hit,  and  with- 
in the  first  year  I  was  thrilled  to  see 
my  two  teenage  daughters  come  to 
Christ.  A  couple  of  months  ago  (to 
my  complete  amazement),  my  Star 
Wars-worshiping  husband,  Brae, 
turned  from  the  "dark  side"  and  ac- 
cepted Jesus  as  his  Lord  and  Savior. 

But  God  wasn't  finished  with  my 
family  yet.  A  few  weeks  later  my 
19-year-old  son  made  his  decision  to 


A  wave  (right)  makes  certain  that  Brae 
Wychojf  (above,  2nd  from  r)  and  his  father, 
Ron  Wyckoff,  get  dunked  during  their  bap- 
tism by  Rock  Springs  Pastor  Jim  Boyd  (r) 
and  Youth  Pastor  .Jamie  Ziles. 
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follow  the  Lord.  My  family  is  com- 
pletely transformed.  Our  friends 
and  family  have 
noticed  the  change 
and  are  starting  to 
come  to  church  as 
well. 

When     I     think 
about  the  day  we 
first   walked   into 
Rock    Springs,    I 
never   could   have 
imagined   the   in- 
credible impact  it 
would  have  on  our 
lives.     Even     two 
years  later  we  con- 
tinue  to    see   life-    ^^'f^  ^'>  >''^^'"'  Brittany 
altering  changes  and  the  abundance 
of  God's  blessings.  During  a  recent 
beach  baptism,  6  of  the  12  people 
baptized  were  either  family,  friends 
or  co-workers  of  ours.  This  included 
my  father-in-law,  who  made  his  de- 
cision right  there  on  the  beach! 

God  had  a  wonderful  plan  in  mind 


when  He  led  us  to  Rock  Springs.  He 
has  surrounded  us  with  a  loving 
family,  our  new  brothers  and  sisters 
in  Christ.  He  is  using  us  to  help  fur- 
ther the  church's  mission.  He  even 
provided  a  new  job  for  me  at  the 
very  company  that  created  the  post- 
card that  led  us  to  Rock  Springs  in 
the  first  place. 

I  believe  that  God  worked  through 
Pastor  Jim  and  Stephanie  Boyd, 
Youth  Pastor  Jamie  Ziles,  and  the 


KticheUe,  .Jill,  Brae,  and  Tomniy  Wyckoff. 

rest  of  the  Rock  Springs  crew  to  lead 
us  through  these  incredible  changes. 
God  couldn't  have  picked  a  better 
team!  I'm  so  grateful  to  them  for 
making  us  want  to  go  to  church  and 
for  introducing  my  family  to  the 
amazing  love  of  Jesus  Christ.       ["t)] 


Pontius'  Puddle 
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What  about  you,  did  you  read  your  Bible  today?  Nov.  19-26 
is  National  Bible  Week,  a  good  time  to  begin  reading  it  daily. 
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Taking  a  stand 

By  Emanuel  Sandberg 
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WE  ARE  ALL  products  of  our 
culture.  For  example,  those  of 
us  born  before  World  War  II  tend  to 
believe  that  social  values  are  abso- 
lute and  that  there  are  such  things 
as  "right"  and  "wrong."  In  fact,  that 
was  the  prevailing  opinion  in  this 
country  from  its  founding  until 
social  values  became  relative  with 
the  advent  of  the  "post-modern"  age. 
At  this  time  in  our  history  it  is  not 
politically  correct  or  socially  popular 
to  insist  that  there  are  absolute 
standards  of  conduct.  We  are  ex- 
pected to  live  peacefully  in  a  society 
characterized  by  a  "live-and-let-live" 
attitude,  tolerant  of  belief  and  be- 
havior different  from  our  own  and 
contrary  to  the  teaching  of  our  Lord. 
Speaking  only  for  myself,  I  feel  as 
though  I  have  fallen  into  that  social 
trap  myself.  I  know  there  are  such 
things  as  "right"  and 
"wrong"!  The  fact  that 
I  have  not  always  pub- 
licly declared  "evil"  to 
be  "evil"  distresses 
me.  I  have  asked  God 
to  forgive  me,  and 
now  I  ask  you,  my 
brothers  and  sisters 
in  the  Lord,  to  do 
the  same  thing. 

It  weighs  heavily 
on  my  conscience 
that  I  have  not  regu- 


larly spoken  out  against  personal 
behavior  that  our  Lord  has  declared 
sinful.  By  what  stretch  of  our  imag- 
ination can  we  call  the  killing  of  an 
unborn  child  (and  even  more  so,  a 
partially-born  baby)  a 
"choice"  rather  than 
what  it  is — murder?  How 
can  we,  even  though  God 
called  homosexuality  an 
abomination,  consider — 
and  even  support — same- 
sex  marriages? 

Values  under  attack 

In  our  society  the  "gay" 
activists  and  homosexual 
lobbyists  have  generated 
political  support  for  spe- 
cial privileges  for  homo- 
sexuals— and  have  suc- 
cessfully attacked  any 
organization  that  dares  to  uphold 
the  sanctity  of  "man  and  wife"  mar- 
riage or  the  traditional  social  values 
on  which  our  country  was  founded. 
How  far  will  the  gay  activists  go? 
Consider  this:  Recently  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  decided,  in  a  land- 
mark decision,  that  the  Boy  Scouts 
were  not  required  to  utilize  homo- 
sexuals as  Boy  Scout  leaders.  I  dare 
say  that  to  most  people  that  decision 
seemed  reasonable  and  appropriate, 
given  the  kind  of  contact  Boy  Scout 
leaders  have  with  the  scouts  under 
their  control. 
The  gay  ac- 
tivists, unable 
to  win  their 
case  in  the  Su- 
preme Court, 
have  appar- 
ently adopted 
a  new  tactic: 
pressuring 
local  United 
Way  chapters 
to  withhold 
contributions 
from  local 
Boy  Scouts 
o  r  ga  n  i  z  a  - 
tions.  Recent- 
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ly,  the  United  way  of  Southeastern 
New  England  pulled  more  than 
$70,000  in  funding  from  the  Narra- 
gansett  (R.I.)  Boy  Scout  Council  be- 
cause of  the  Scouts'  policy  on  homo- 
sexuals. 

This  action  is  spreading.  Focus  on 
the  Family  reports  that  according  to 
the  United  Way  of  America  national 
office,  this  is  the  eighth  United  Way 
chapter  to  pull  funding  from  the 
Boy  Scouts.  (Other  United  Way  re- 
gional offices  that  have  done  so  in- 
clude San  Francisco, 
Santa  Clara,  and  Capi- 
tola,  California;  New 
Haven,  Connecticut; 
Portland,  Maine; 
Somerville,  New  Jer- 
sey; and  Santa  Fe,  New 
Mexico.) 

Tolerance  of  sinful 
behavior  has  under- 
mined our  culture,  and 
— step-by-step — is  de- 
stroying the  founda- 
tion of  society  which 
has  made  our  country 
great.  I  apologize  to 
you  for  my  silence  in 
the  face  of  this  national  disaster. 
God  calls  us  to  love  the  sinner,  but  to 
reject  the  sin — calling  it  by  its  true 
name! 

I  pray  that  the  Brethren  will  take 
a  moral-based  stand  on  these  social 
issues.  Society  has  a  right  to  expect 
Christians  to  be  heard.  Our  children 
have  a  right  to  expect  us  to  live  as 
we  have  been  taught— and  as  we 
have  taught  them.  Pastors,  be  cour- 
ageous leaders,  teaching  and  model- 
ing a  Christian  lifestyle. 

God  has  greatly  blessed  America, 
but  I  sense  that  His  disappointment 
with  this  country  and  the  social  sys- 
tem we  have  developed  is  enormous. 
I  believe  there  is  still  time  for  us  to 
change  our  ways  and  to  save  our 
country  But  such  a  transformation 
is  not  easy.  It  is  "easier"  to  do  and  to 
say  nothing. 

If  you  have  chosen  to  play  the 
"easy"  role,  then  you  are,  in  one 
sense,  a  victim  of  our  society's  de- 
cline. Yet,  in  a  fundamental  way,  you 
are  also  responsible  for  the  decay  of 
our  culture  and  for  the  eventual  de- 
struction of  our  nation  under  God! 
I  pray  that  you  will  not  take  the 
"easy"  way,  but  that  you  will  be  a 
courageous  Christian!  ['y'] 
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Going  to  Seed 
for  God 


By  Larry  R.  Baker 


J 


GOOD  HARVESTS  require  good 
seed  planted  at  the  proper  time 
in  prepared  soil  and  pampered  as 
much  as  possible.  If  seed  isn't  put 
into  the  ground,  the  chances  of  a  good 
harvest  are  pretty  slim.  As  a  friend 
from  Tucson  used  to  say,  "Ninety- 
nine  times  out  of  a  hundred,  if  your 
parents  didn't  have  any  children, 
chances  are  you  won't  either!" 

Harvest  is  not  possible  without 
planting  that  occurred  many  months 
earlier.  Someone  had  to  put  forth 
significant  effort  to  prepare  the  soil, 
get  the  seed,  plant  it  at  the  proper 
time,  and  take  care  of  the  young 
plants  in  a  way  that  would  produce 
a  good  harvest.  Paul  understood  this 
principle  when  he  said:  "Remember 
this:  Whoever  sows  sparingly  will 
also  reap  sparingly,  and  whoever 
sows  generously  will  also  reap  gen- 
erously" (2  Cor.  9:6,  NW). 

We  sometimes  hear  complaints  in 
the  church  that  not  enough  people 
are  coming  to  Jesus.  We  forget  that 
the  spiritual  harvest  works  on  prin- 
ciples similar  to  the  ones  that  gov- 
ern the  harvests  that  fill  our  grocery 
shelves.  One  major  problem  is  that 
Christians  aren't  planting  enough 
seed  to  get  a  good  harvest.  So  it's  time 
to  ask,  "Are  we  going  to  seed  for 
God?"  Let  me  explain  what  I  mean. 

Receptive  people 

There  have  always  been  receptive 
people  who  want  to  come  to  Jesus. 
It  began  with  the  shepherds  in 
Bethlehem  (Lk.  2:8-20)  and  the 
Magi  who  stopped  by  Herod's  palace 
seeking  the  Messiah  (Matt.  2:1-2). 
During  Jesus'  ministry  there  were 
many  diverse  examples  of  receptive 
people  who  were  eager  to  learn 
more  about  Jesus:  the  Roman  cen- 
turion (Matt.  8:8-10),  the  Canaanite 
woman   (Matt.    15:21-28),  the  rev- 


enue agent  Zacchaeus  (Lk.  19:1-6), 
and  some  Greeks  who  were  wor- 
shiping in  Jerusalem  (Jn.  12:20-22). 
There  are  still  receptive  people 
today  who  want  to  hear  about  the 
difference  Jesus  has  made  in  your 
life  and  how  He  can  make  a  differ- 
ence in  theirs.  Some  of  these  people 
are  in  your  family,  where  you  work 
or  go  to  school,  and  in  your  neigh- 
borhood. God  wants  us  to  begin  our 
seed-planting  with  these  people. 

Attuned  people 

In  Jesus'  circle  of  followers,  some 
were  more  attuned  to  receptive  peo- 
ple than  others.  Andrew  and  Philip 
are  prime  examples.  When  they  met 
Jesus,  they  couldn't  wait  to  tell  some- 
one else  the  Good  News.  Andrew  told 
Simon,  and  Philip  told  Nathanael 
(Jn.  1:40-46).  Later  Andrew  brought 
the  boy  with  the  fish  and  the  loaves 
to  Jesus  (Jn.  6:8-9).  And  still  later 
Andrew  and  Philip  together  brought 
certain  receptive  Greeks  to  Jesus 
(Jn.  12:20-22). 


Near  the  beginning  of  His  minis- 
try, Jesus  sent  all  twelve  of  His  dis- 
ciples on  a  preaching  mission  (Matt. 
10:5-42).  Later,  He  sent  72  out  on  a 
similar  mission  (Luke  10:1-12). 
Jesus  wanted  all  of  His  followers  to 
plant  seeds  of  faith  in  the  lives  of 
other  people — especially  the  most 
receptive  people. 

The  cost  of  seed-planting 

Seed-planting  has  a  cost.  It  takes 
time,  effort,  and  sometimes  other 
valuable  resources.  But  it  is  vital  to 
the  building  of  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
Consider  these  words  of  Jesus,  spo- 
ken in  the  days  just  prior  to  His 
death: 

The  hour  has  come  for  the  Son  of 
Man  to  be  glorified.  I  tell  you  the 
truth,  unless  a  kernel  of  wheat 
falls  to  the  ground  and  dies,  it  re- 
mains only  a  single  seed.  But  if  it 
dies,  it  produces  many  seeds.  The 
man  who  loves  his  life  will  lose  it, 
while  the  man  who  hates  his  life 
in  this  world  will  keep  it  for  eter- 
nal life.  Whoever  serves  me  must 
follow  me;  and  where  I  am,  my 
servant  also  will  be.  My  Father 
will  honor  the  one  who  serves  me. 
—  John  12:23-26,  NTV 

Some  valuable  lessons 

I  believe  Jesus  wants  to  teach  us 
some  valuable  lessons  in  this  pas- 
sage about  "going  to  seed  for  God." 

The  first  is:  if  you  want  a  crop, 
you  have  to  plant  some  seed.  You 
have  to  choose  to  do  it!  "Going  to 


Seed-planting  has  a  cost. 
It  takes  time,  effort,  and 
other  valuable  resources. 
But  it  is  vital  to  the  build- 
ing of  the  Kingdom  of  God, 
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There  have  always  been  people 
like  Philip  and  Andrew  who  have  a 
gift  for  introducing  people  to  Jesus. 
The  rest  of  us  should  do  everything 
in  our  power  to  help  them  exercise 
this  gift.  But  in  addition,  Jesus 
wants  all  of  us  who  are  His  followers 
to  share  our  faith,  according  to  our 
gifts  and  abilities. 


seed  for  God"  must  be  intentional, 
not  accidental.  You  have  to  choose  to 
be  used  by  God. 

Second,  if  you  are  "going  to  seed 
for  God,"  a  personal  transformation 
must  take  place  before  the  seed  will 
produce  a  crop.  That  personal  trans- 
formation includes  dying  to  self-will 
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and  getting  in  tune  with  God's  will. 
It  requires  replacing  our  hard  heart 
towards  the  lost  for  God's  heart  for 
the  lost.  It  also  means  being  willing 
to  be  planted  right  where  we  are  or 
wherever  God  wants  us  to  be.  Plant- 
ing also  involves  getting  in  the  dirt — 
meeting  people  where  they  are.  We 
can't  plant  seed  unless  we  are  will- 
ing to  get  dirty!  All  the  while  we 
must  stay  connected  to  Jesus,  for  its 
being  in  Him  that  enables  us  to  pro- 
duce fruit  for  the  Kingdom  of  God 
(Jn.  15:1-8). 

Third,  good  seed-planting  re- 
quires soil  preparation.  Usually,  the 
better  the  soil  is  prepared,  the  bet- 
ter the  crop  will  be.  Good  prepara- 
tion requires  prayer — intense 
prayer,  and  by  more  than  just  the 
sower.  The  more  people  involved  in 
prayer,  the  better  the  harvest.  When 
individuals,  couples,  small  groups, 
congregations,  and  communities 
gather  for  prayer,  the  potential  for 
the  harvest  increases  dramatically. 

How  much  time  are  you  willing  to 
spend  in  prayer  for  the  harvest? 
Here  are  some  things  for  which  you 
can  pray: 

•  Ask  God  to  give  you  His  heart  for 

I         the  lost. 
•  Pray  specifically  for  people  you 
know  who  are  not  followers  of 
Jesus. 

•  Pray  for  direction  to  plant  seeds 
I         in  the  lives  of  these  people. 

•  Pray  for  the  ministry  of  your  con- 
gregation. 

•  Pray  for  other  ministries  in  your 
community  and  around  the  world. 

Fourth,  as  we  sow,  so  shall  we 
reap.  The  more  seeds  sown,  the 
greater  the  chances  of  a  good  har- 
vest. It  is  vitally  important  to  the 
harvest,  therefore  that  everyone 
sows  seed. 
I  In  the  parable  of  the  sower,  Jesus 

reminds  us  that  not  all  seed  will 
produce  fruit — because  of  persecu- 
tion, misplaced  priorities,  or  the 
influence  of  Satan.  So  it's  important 
that  we  plant  as  much  seed  as  possi- 
ble. Many  individuals  and  congrega- 
tions who  expect  a  great  harvest  are 
disappointed  because  they  have  not 
spent  a  lot  of  time  planting  seeds  in 
the  lives  of  people  who  have  not  yet 
found  Jesus. 


But  what  do  I  mean  by  seeds?  Let 
me  suggest  three  kinds  of  seeds  that 
every  Christian  can  plant  that  have 
the  potential  of  producing  fruit  for 
the  Kingdom  of  God. 

Kinds  of  seed 

Seed  Actions.  The  first  kind  of 
seed  is  Seed  Actions.  These  are 
deeds  of  kindness  that  we  do,  ex- 
pecting nothing  in  return  except  to 
bring  glory  to  God.  Seed  actions  can 
be  done  where  you  live,  where  you 
go  to  school,  where  you  work,  or 


control  the  harvest,  but  we  can  plant 
seed.  In  John  12,  where  Jesus  talks 
about  a  seed  dying  and  producing 
fruit,  the  passage  ends  with  these 
words:  "Even  after  Jesus  had  done 
all  these  miraculous  signs  in  their 
presence,  they  still  would  not  be- 
lieve in  him"  (Jn.  12:37,  NIV). 

Some  people  believed.  Some  lives 
were  changed.  Some  people  gained 
eternal  life  because  they  believed  in 
Jesus  that  day.  But  others  did  not 
believe.  Fortunately,  many  of  those 
people  where  given  second,   third. 


Going  to  seed  for  God'' 
must  be  intentional,  not 
accidental.  You  have  to 
choose  to  be  used  by  God. 
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where  you  hang  out.  Seed  actions 
can  also  be  done  as  part  of  a  greater 
effort,  such  as  an  outreach  event  in 
the  community,  at  a  camp  or  mis- 
sion church,  or  around  the  world. 

Seed  Words.  The  second  kind  of 
seed  is  Seed  Words.  When  you  tell 
someone  about  the  change  Jesus  has 
made  in  your  life  or  when  you  ex- 
plain the  Good  News  about  Jesus  to 
another  person,  you  are  planting 
Seed  Words.  Seed  Words  can  also  be 
words  of  encouragement  to  others 
who  are  planting  seeds  in  people's 
live.  People  often  keep  silent  when 
they  have  an  opportunity  to  speak 
up.  They  do  so  either  because  they 
aren't  prepared  to  speak  or  because 
they  are  afraid.  Preparation  and 
practice — along  with  encouraging  one 
another — can  make  a  difference. 

Seed  Money.  The  third  kind  of 
seed  we  can  plant  is  Seed  Money. 
Seed  Money  refers  to  the  financial 
resources  that  we  invest  in  spread- 
ing the  Gospel.  To  spread  seed  in  all 
the  world's  fields  requires  people  and 
resources.  And  these  cost  money. 
For  a  reality  check,  try  to  determine 
how  much  of  your  personal  finances 
and  the  finances  of  your  church  is 
"going  to  seed,"  and  how  much  is 
being  used  just  to  fix  up  the  barn. 

Finally,  remember  that  we  cannot 


and  fourth  chances  to  accept  Jesus 
as  their  Lord,  because  seed-planting 
did  not  stop  when  Jesus  went  to 
heaven. 

Seed-planting  is  still  the  primary 
mission  of  the  Body  of  Christ  today. 
Let's  continue  the  work  God  has 
commissioned  us  to  do,  the  work  of 
"going  to  seed"  for  Him!  Let's  make 
or  renew  commitments  to  prepare 
the  soil  with  prayer;  to  sow  seeds  in 
the  lives  of  non-believers  by  our  ac- 
tions and  by  our  words;  and  to  give 
money  to  plant  seeds  that  we  can't 
plant  ourselves. 

If  we  do,  we  will  see  the  seed  mul- 
tiplied many  times  over  as  thou- 
sands of  people  enter  God's  King- 
dom— one  person  at  a  time.  [I]"] 

Rev.  Baker  is  pastor  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  South  Bend,  Ind. 


The  task  of  evangelism 
cannot  be  delegated  to  the 
few.  Worship  and  witness 
go  hand  in  hand.  We  are  all 
called  to  worship,  and  we 
are  all  called  to  witness  in 

some  wa\^. 

—  John  R.  W.  Stott 

(From  2()ili  Ccnltiry  Thoughts  That 
Shaped  the  Church,  compiled  b\  \cmon 
McLcUan,  Tvndalc.  2000) 
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We  have  different  gifts, 
according  to  the  grace  given  us. 
Romans  12:6  (NIV) 

WE,  THE  PEOPLE  of  The  Breth- 
ren Church,  are  rich  with  God- 
given  skills,  gifts,  and  abilities.  We 
are  electricians,  teachers,  care- 
givers, plumbers,  domestic  workers, 
administrators,  musicians,  stu- 
dents, graduates,  and  the  list  goes 
on  and  on. 

God  gives  us  the  gifts  that  we 
enjoy.  Then  He  often  places  in  our 
hearts  a  yearning  to  share  those 
gifts.  The  following  two  questions 
have  repeatedly  arisen  in  our 
churches: 

•  How  can  I  use  the  training,  ex- 
perience, and  skills  with  which 
I  have  been  blessed  to  glorify 
God? 

•  How  can  I  offer  my  time  and  ser- 
vice to  Christ  before  getting  tied 
down  to  employment,  house  and 
car  payments,  family,  and  pets? 

Brethren  Service  Corps  is  an 
extension  of  Missionary  Ministries 
of  The  Brethren  Church.  It  is  a  re- 
sponse to  these  expressions  of  inter- 
est in  service  opportunities. 

Brethren  Service  Corps  matches 
your  gifts  and  skills  with  the  needs 
of  mission  churches.  For  example, 
we  are  currently  developing  a  work 
team  to  help  Miguel  and  Sonia 
Antiinez  in  Peru.  The  immediate 
need  in  their  church  is  for  the  in- 
stallation of  plumbing  and  electrical 
systems,  and  the  installation  of  ex- 
terior windows  and  doors.  We  are 
seeking  individuals  with  the  neces- 
sary skills  for  this  project. 

As  you  give,  you  also  receive. 

Brethren  Service  Corps  offers 
opportunities  for  spiritual  growth 
as  you  discover  through  experience 
that  God  has  created  many  unique 
cultures  and  traditions,  all  of  which 
He  holds  very  dear  to  His  heart. 


Brethren  Service  Corps  offers 
opportunities  for  spiritual  growth 
as  you  exercise  your  gifts  with  an 
attitude  of  humble  servanthood. 

Brethren  Service  Corps  offers 
opportunities  for  God  to  stamp 
upon  your  heart  a  love  for  people 
and  a  passion  for  sharing  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

Brethren  Service  Corps  offers 
these  opportunities  in  the  context  of 
supporting  our  mission  churches 
and  their  communities. 

Assignments 

Short-term  assignments  will  t3TDi- 
cally  run  from  one  to  two  weeks. 
Physical  labor  will  most  likely  be  in- 
volved (painting,  cleaning,  building, 
electrical  work,  plumbing,  etc.). 

Long-term  assignments  may  run 
one  to  two  years,  depending  upon 
the  mission  church's  needs.  Such 
assignments  could  involve  teaching 
English,  administration,  teaching  a 
skill  or  profession,  etc. 

Brethren  Service  Corps  will 
also  be  extending  its  resources  to 
the  students  of  Ashland  University. 
Michael  Gleason,  Director  of  the 
Center  for  Religious  Life,  is  gra- 
ciously helping  to  guide  our  efforts 
as  we  create  mission  opportunities 
for  students. 

Whether  you  are  interested  in 
serving  on  a  short  or  long-term 
basis,  or  in  a  state-side  or  interna- 
tional mission  assignment,  your 
skills  and  your  compassion  can  be 
taken  directly  to  the  field.  Some  in- 
formation you  need  to  know  is: 

•  Pre-field  training  is  dependent 
upon  the  length  of  assignment. 

•  Participants  raise  their  own  sup- 
port. 

•  People  unable  to  serve  on  pro- 
jects can  be  involved  by  con- 
tributing money  and  resources. 

•  Communication  is  essential.  In- 
formation will  soon  be  available 


on  the  Brethren  Church  Nation- 
al Office  web  site. 

Share    your    interest!    Let   us 

know  if  you  are  considering  becom- 
ing involved  in  this  ministry.  A  deci- 
sion to  get  involved  with  missions 
can  be  a  difficult  one.  We  are  here  to 
help  you  work  through  the  issues. 

The  Challenge 

The  challenge  is  this:  if  you  feel 
God  drawing  you  towards  this  kind 
of  ministry,  are  you  willing  to  explore 
the  possibility  of  serving  Christ  and 
others  using  your  God-given  skills 


Karen  Frado  will  serve  as  coordina- 
tor of  the  Brethren  Sen'ice  Corps  as  a 
part-time  staff  member  for  Missionaiy 
Ministries  of  The  Brethren  Church. 

Karen  received  a  Master  of  Arts  in 
Christian  Ministry  degree  from  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary  in  May  of  this 
year  She  is  a  member  of  Park  Street 
Brethren  Church  in  Ashland,  where  she 
serves  as  prayer  coordinator  She  has 
also  written  several  articles  on  prayer 
and  the  Lighthouses  of  Prayer  move- 
ment for  The  Brethren  Evangelist. 

Karen  and  her  husband,  Jim,  who 
serves  as  Director  of  Stewardship  and 
Development  for  The  Brethren  Church, 
have  three  school-age  children. 


as  you  live  and  work  among  peoples 
of  different  cultures  and  races  who 
speak  other  languages? 

The  process  for  fulfilling  this  call 
may  be  easier  than  you  think.  Sim- 
ply contact  me,  Karen  Frado,  and  I 
will  put  the  process  in  motion.  You 
may  contact  me  through  the  Na- 
tional Office  at  524  College  Ave., 
Ashland,  OH  44805;  by  phone  at 
877-289-1708;  or  by  e-mail  at 
karen@brethrenchurch.org.         ['ij'] 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 
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Dear  Ladies, 

Yesterday  the  General  Conference 
2000  edition  of  The  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist arrived  in  our  mail.  Wow!  A 
whole  magazine  dedicated  to  report- 
ing the  business  sessions,  celebra- 
tions, workshops,  and  blessings  of 
both  the  adult  and  BYIC  conven- 
tions! It's  loaded  with  pictures  of 
speakers,  workshop  leaders,  mis- 
sionaries, praise  bands,  people 
"behind  the  scenes,"  and  two  group 
pictures  of  those  attending  the 
Conference.  What  a  wonderful  way 
to  remember  the  inspiration  and 
blessings  that  all  those  in  attend- 
ance received. 

By  now  you  have  read  the  Women's 
Outlook  Newsletter.  For  those  at- 
tending the  Conference,  it  will  be  a 
vivid  reminder  of  all  that  took  place. 
And,  for  you  who  were  unable  to  be 
with  us,  you  will  be  brought  up  to 
date  on  the  business  that  was  con- 
ducted as  well  as  the  lovely  program 
we  enjoyed. 

It  still  boggles  my  mind  that  we 
were  able  to  accomplish  so  much  in 
a  short  amount  of  time.  Who  said 
women  can't  adapt  to  change?  Our 
Executive  Board  did  a  superb  job. 

I  promised  in  my  last  letter  to  re- 
port about  Conference,  but  that  has 
already  been  done.  Now  I  want  to 
tell  you  how  beautiful  Estes  Park  is! 
The  mountains  and  valleys  are  un- 
believable. Maybe  I  am  overwhelmed 
by  them,  since  I  have  spent  my  life- 
time living  on  the  "flat  lands"  of  Indi- 
ana and  Ohio.  Don't  get  me  wrong— 
(continued  on  page  4) 


LOOK  AT  THE  BIRDS  OF  THE  AIR 

"Look  at  the  birds  of  the  air; 

they  do  not  sow  or  reap  or  store  away  in  barns, 

and  yet  your  heavenly  Father  feeds  them. 

Are  you  not  much  more  valuable  than  they?" 

Matthew  6:26 


Before  all  the  warm  summer  days 
become  cold  and  most  of  the  birds 
migrate,  I  want  you  to  "look  at  the 
birds"  we  have  enjoyed. 

We  invite  them  by  providing 
cracked  corn  and  a  variety  of  bird 
seed  to  supplement  their  diet  of  bugs 
and  worms.  Dorman  built  several 
bird  houses,  so  from  various  windows 
we  have  an  eye-view  of  the  birds. 

The  sparrows  were  predominant 
and  several  varieties  came  to  the 
feeders.  They  moved  into  two  houses 
and  evidently  liked  the  facilities. 
Three  families  were  hatched. 

The  sparrows  are  fighters.  One 
bird  house  was  built  specifically  for 
the  bluebird.  It  had  a  tiny  entrance. 
Soon  after  the  house  was  put  in  the 
garden,  we  were  delighted  to  see  the 
bluebird  on  the  perch.  As  if  by  invi- 
tation, here  came  the  sparrows  en 
masse!  They  attacked  the  bluebird 
and  then  one  self-appointed  "car- 
penter" pecked  at  the  opening,  try- 
ing to  enlarge  it  for  himself 

This  occurred  during  our  supper. 
It  was  fun  and  frustrating!  Fun  to 
see  the  sparrows  in  turn  working 
without  success,  but  frustrating  for 
the  bluebird.  He  did  not  return. 

We  also  had  two  humming  birds, 
small  and  beautiful  with  distinctly 
different  personalities.  One  would 
sit  on  the  feeder  for  several  seconds 
and  drink  the  sugar  water.  The 
other  would  dart  in,  take  a  sip,  and 
be  gone  in  a  flash!  I  named  them  the 
pensive  and  the  nervous  hummers. 
Occasionally  in  the  evening  if  we  sat 
on  the  porch  very  quietly,  the  pensive 
one  (I  guessed  she  was  the  female) 


would  come.  And,  yes,  we  could  hear 
her  hum!  The  very  rapid  beating  of 
her  wings  produced  a  sound. 

I  went  farther  in  my  thoughts. 
The  hummers  reminded  me  of  Bible 
readers.  One  sits  and  reads  fervent- 
ly, pondering  and  savoring  God's 
Word.  Another  drops  the  Book  open, 
glances  at  a  verse,  and  is  gone! 

Then  the  ravens  and  crows!  They 
gather  on  the  housetops  and  have 
meetings,  usually  early  in  the  morn- 
ings. And  they  find  many  juicy 
morsels  in  trash  bags  placed  along 
the  curbs  before  pick-up.  However, 
they  are  very  messy — scattering 
what  they, don't  want.  Nevertheless, 
I  think  of  the  ravens  whom  God 
sent  to  feed  Elijah  (I  Kings  17:6). 

When  Christ  taught  His  disciples 
on  the  mountain  (Matthew  5-7),  He 
spoke  of:  the  Beatitudes,  fulfillment 
of  the  law,  prayer,  God's  care  with- 
out our  worry,  and  the  practical  ap- 
plication of  His  teaching  (7:24-27). 
Christ's  words  in  6:26  are  "Look  at 
the  birds  of  the  air."  Don't  just  see 
them,  but  look.  They  are  beautiful, 
different,  strong-willed,  and  useful. 
We  are  like  them.  God  cares  for 
them;  He  cares  for  us. 

I  like  the  hymn  "All  Things  Bright 
and  Beautiful"  by  W.  R.  Waghorne. 
"Each  little  /lower  that  opens, 
Each  little  bird  that  sings. 
He  made  their  glowing  colors, 
He  made  their  tiny  wings. 
All  things  bright  and  beautiful, 
All  creatures  great  and  small, 
All  things  wise  and  wonderful. 
The  Lord  God  made  them  all.  " 
Joan 
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Previously  you  have  read  of  the 
blessings  we  received  because  so 
many  missionaries  were  with  us  at 
Estes  Park. 

Mark  and  Chantal  Logan,  mem- 
bers of  the  Bethlehem  Brethren 
Church  (Harrisonburg,  VA),  are  not 
sponsored  by  The  Brethren  Church, 
but  serve  with  the  Eastern  Mennon- 
ite  Church.  You  will  remember  they 
have  served  in  various  areas,  includ- 
ing Argentina  for  several  years  and 
then  Djibouti,  Africa.  Chantal  re- 
ported on  their  new  assignment. 

She  said,  "We  will  live  in  Nairobi, 
Kenya,  working  with  the  people  of 
Somalia.  The  country  of  Somalia 
has  been  in  a  state  of  civil  war  for 
the  past  ten  years  with  no  central 
government.  For  this  reason,  the  of- 
fice is  located  in  a  neighboring  coun- 
try, Kenya.  We  will  go  into  Somalia 
when  possible  and  hope  that  the 
mission  can  be  re-estabhshed  there, 
as  soon  as  the  situation  becomes 
more  stable. 

"The  Somali  people  are  Moslems. 
There  are  very  few  Christian  con- 
verts still  in  the  country,  but  with 
whom  we  will  try  to  stay  in  touch. 
There  are  also  refugees  in  Kenya 
whom  we  will  try  to  assist. 

"This  assignment  is  a  joint  assign- 
ment with  Eastern  Mennonite  Mis- 
sion and  Mennonite  Central  Com- 
mittee. The  first  organization  is 
more  directly  involved  with  mis- 
sions and  the  second  with  develop- 
ment. We  will  be  country  represen- 
tatives for  both  organizations. 

"We  need  and  thank  you  for  your 
prayers  for  safety  and,  above  all,  for 
discernment.  The  work  is  at  a  tran- 
sition and  we  need  to  find  out  in 
which  direction  we  should  go." 

Mark's  birthday  is  December  21, 
and  Chantal's  birthday  is  December 
29. 

All  the  missionaries  arrived  safely 
back  at  their  homes,  with  one  ex- 
ception. En  route  to  Mexico  City, 
Jen  Thomas's  van  was  broken  into 
and  she  lost  some  valuable  papers. 
Of  course,  this  necessitated  a  delay 
in  the  schedule.  Temporary  papers 
permitted  them  to  cross  the  Mexi- 
can border  without  incident.  We  are 
thankful  for  no  injuries. 


By  having  our  international  mis- 
sionaries in  attendance,  there  were 
many  opportunities  for  us  to  be 
blessed  with  their  presence  and 
their  ministries.  Please  continue 
your  fervent  prayers  for  them;  they 
are  in  constant  danger.  And  they 
struggle  with  personal  problems, 
just  as  we  do. 

November  is  World  Relief  Month. 
Clive  Calver,  the  president  of  World 
Relief,  wrote: 

"Do  you  ever  think  of  the  world  as 
a  lost  cause?  Well,  in  fact,  it  is!  And 
it  is  precisely  because  our  world  is 
lost  that  Jesus  Christ  came  down 
from  heaven  to  seek  and  to  save  it. 

"What  is  exciting  to  me  is  that 
God  has  chosen  us  —  His  church  — 
to  deliver  the  best  news  a  lost  and 
suffering  world  has  ever  heard: 
there  is  a  Savior!  One  who  stretched 
out  His  arms  of  love  on  the  hard 
wood  of  a  cross  so  that  hurting  peo- 
ple might  know  His  embrace. 

"He  has  asked  us  to  show  this 
love.  How?  By  feeding  the  hungry, 
clothing  the  naked,  caring  for  wid- 
ows and  orphans,  healing  the  bro- 
ken-hearted, and  breaking  the 
chains  of  injustice. 

"This  is  what  the  ministry  of 
World  Relief  is  all  about.  Working 
through  evangelical  churches  in  the 
United  States  and  all  around  the 
world,  we  are  showing  a  world  in 
need  that  Jesus  loves  them. 

"We  need  partners  like  you  who 
will  help  send  God's  love  around  the 
world  and  save  lives,  rebuild  fami- 
lies .  .  .  and  win  this  lost  cause. 

"That's  the  mandate  of  the 
church,  and  that's  what  the  love  of 
Christ  will  do." 

Gene  and  Georgia  Bell  minis- 
ter to  the  inner-city  people  in  Indi- 
anapolis, IN.  They  are  also  mission- 
aries-of-the-month  in  November. 

The  December  missionaries-of- 
the-month  are  Vincent  and  Shanti 
Edwin,  Indian  students  at  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary;  Jeff  and 
Zenita  Kaplan,  church  planters  in 
Highlands  Ranch,  Colorado;  and 
Jeff  and  Tracy  Whiteside,  new 
church  planters  in  Delaware,  Ohio. 


The  new  address  for  the  Logans  is 
Mark  and  Chantal  Logan,  RO.  Box 
14894,  Nairobi,  Kenya.  Addresses 
for  the  other  special  people  are  on 
page  47  in  your  Devotional  Guide. 
Keep  up  your  good  reputation 
("those  beautiful  WM.S.  women") 
and  send  them  greetings  and  en- 
couragement cards! 


Happy  Gram 
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HIGHWAY  HIGHLIGHTS 

While  we  traveled  this  summer, 
we  noticed  interesting  bumper 
stickers  and  roadside  signs.  They 
were  thought-provokers  and 
sparked  some  conversation.  These 
are  a  few: 

•  Opening  the  Bible  is  an  eye-opener. 

•  Exposure   to   the   SON   prevents 
burning. 

•  Live  well,  Laugh  often,  Love  much. 

•  Don't  give  up.  Moses  was  a  bas- 
ket-case, too. 

•  Praise  God!  (This  was  on  a  North 
American  Van  Line  truck.) 

•  Everybody    has    a   photographic 
mind,  but  not  everybody  has  film. 
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Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the 
death  of  his  saints.   Psalm  116:15 

These  ladies  were  lovingly  re- 
membered at  Conference  with 
grateful  thanks  for  sharing  their 
lives  with  us. 

Central  District 

Milledgeville  Beacons 

Evelyn  Hanna 
Lucile  Woessner 
Lanark  Neoma 

Gertrude  Poffenberger 
Waterloo  Rachel  Kraft 

Southeastern  District 

Hagerstown  Mary  Harman 

Oak  Hill  Mona  Nickels 

Pennsylvania  District 


Masontown 
Johnstown  III 
Vinco 
Raystown 
Brush  Valley 
Berlin 


Margaret  Bowman 

Hazel  Stutzman 

Kathryn  Miller 

Evelyn  Cornell 

Alma  Lewis 

Frances  Bockes 


Midwest  District 

Falls  City  Helen  Hinz 

Fort  Scott  Daisy  Ogle 

Mulvane  Mamie  Frame 

Indiana  District 

North  Manchester  Hadassah 

Edna  Kindley 

Warsaw  Marjorie  Griswold 

Loree  II  Carol  Warner 

College  Corner  Florence  Roby 

Jesse  Fiant 

Peru  Helen  Matilda  Stout 

Bryan  I  Doris  Peltes 

Grace  Kleinhen 

Inez  Rogers 

South  Bend  Evelyn  Tyson 

Nappanee  Martina  Chupp 

Verna  Lou  Hostetter 

Bonagene  Hartzler 

Marjorie  Slabaugh 

Ohio  District 

Fremont  Norma  Schumacher 

Canton  Trinity  Sr. 

Rose  Mary  O'Conner 
Williamstown  Ethna  Marquart 


From  Stockton 

Virginia  Edwards 
President 


The  ladies  in  the  Carson  Oaks 
Community  Church  of  Stockton, 
CA,  conducted  the  worship  service 
and  informed  the  congregation  of 
their  many  activities. 

Their  main  focus  is  mission  and 
benevolent  support,  and  fund-rais- 
ing efforts  have  enabled  them  to 
contribute  $3,128  for  World  Relief 
In  addition,  they  gave  $2,000  more 
for  home  and  world  missions,  the 
Seminary,  Riverside  Christian 
School,  their  district  camp  and  local 
benevolences,  and  sponsored  a  girl 
at  the  Indian  orphanage.  "None  of 
this  would  have  been  possible  with- 
out the  dedicated  efforts  of  our 
W.M.S.  members  and  the  unfailing 
participation  and  generosity  of  our 
church  family  and  friends."  Their 
most  successful  fund-raiser  was  the 
annual  soup  lunch. 

"Through  the  years  we  have  de- 
veloped a  special  bond  of  love  and 
fellowship  with  each  other  through 
our  monthly  meetings  and  two  spe- 
cial social  events  —  the  Christmas 
brunch  and  the  Mother-Daughter 
banquet. 

"We  feel  we  are  an  asset  of  and  to 
the  church." 

Indeed,  they  are  Women  Meant  to 
Serve! 


November-December  2000 


The  Milledgeville,  IL,  Hearts  of 
Praise  ladies  sponsored  College 
Care  Packs  for  their  college  stu- 
dents. "Just  what  a  kid  wants" 
items  were  collected  and  sent  to 
their  six  away-from-home  students. 

About  the  new  theme  for  this 
year,  "A  Fruitful  Spirit,"  the  ladies 


observed,  "Who  wouldn't  want 
these  things  to  be  the  fruit  of  their 
lives?  The  key  to  growing  such  qual- 
ities is  not  just  the  watering  and 
fertilizer,  etc.,  but  the  "root  of  the 
fruit"  is  being  firmly  planted  in  the 
Lord,  being  dependent  on  His  love, 
and  being  obedient  to  His  Word; 
then  to  bask  in  the  light  of  the 
SON!" 

The  Milledgeville  W.M.S.  ladies 
gave  a  shower  for  the  food  pantry 
and  enjoyed  a  box  lunch  picnic  in 
July.  They  are  good  encouragers; 
not  only  do  they  send  cards  to  the 
sick,  but  also  special  notes  to  the 
care-givers. 


The  Ashland,  OH,  Park  Street 
Societies,  Faith  and  Joy,  presented  a 
Singspiration  Plus  for  an  evening 
service  in  September.  The  congrega- 
tion had  the  opportunity  to  request 
favorite  hymns  and  songs,  but  the 
"plus"  came  from  special  parts  of 
the  service.  Polly  Benshoff  played  a 
piano  prelude  and  a  beautiful  med- 
ley of  old  hymns;  Scot  Millhouse 
was  worship  leader;  a  male  quartet 
sang  three  numbers;  and  Bob  Rosa, 
the  director  of  recruitment  from 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary,  gave 
an  update  of  enrollment,  programs, 
and  building  progress.  The  offering 
was  designated  for  the  seminary. 

Refreshments  followed  the  service 
and  concluded  a  good  evening  of  fel- 
lowship. 

The  men  thought  they  were  hon- 
orary members,  but  we  extended 
the  membership  borders  and  said 
W.M.S.  also  meant  "women  and  men 
serve!" 


NATIONAL 
BIBLE  WEEK 

November  19-26,  2000 


Traditionally  Thanksgiving  Week 
is  also  National  Bible  Week.  When 
we  remember  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing a  Thanksgiving  Day  by  the 
Pilgrims— that  of  focusing  on  God, 
the  giver  of  all  good  gifts,  it  is  nat- 
ural that  we  also  focus  on  His  Word. 

We  can  read  books  and  articles 
about  The  Bible;  we  can  even  sing 
hymns  and  choruses  about  The 
Bible,  but  until  we  actually  read  The 
Bible,  we  are  missing  God's  Word. 
As  good  as  these  other  things  are, 
they  are  man's  words.  This  week 
will  you  join  me  in  establishing  a 
new  or  renewed  focus  on  God  by 
reading  His  Word? 

The  President's  Pen  (continued) 

I  love  the  fields  of  green  corn  and 
beans  and  the  fields  of  ripe  golden 
grain.  In  all  our  travels  this  sum- 
mer, whether  through  the  miles  and 
miles  of  prairie,  the  gently  rolling 
hills  of  southern  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois,  or  the  rugged  mountains  of 
the  West,  I  never  stopped  being 
amazed  and  awed  at  the  magnifi- 
cence of  God's  handiwork. 

After  our  many  miles  of  riding  in 
the  van  on  our  way  to  Colorado,  it 
was  good  to  unpack  suitcases  and  get 
settled  in  Mt.  Ypsilon  Lodge.  Our 
lodge  was  a  distance  from  the  audi- 
torium and  cafeteria,  so  we  got  our 
daily  quota  of  exercise  walking  back 
and  forth  for  meetings  and  meals. 

We  were  privileged  to  have  Dave, 
Sheri,  and  Jonathan  next  door  to  us, 
while  Davey  "hung  out"  with  the 
youth  from  Smoky  Row.  We  shared 
many  of  the  blessings  of  Conference 
with  them,  as  well  as  with  our  friends 
and  acquaintances.  It  seemed  as 
though  things  had  just  begun  when 
the  Conference  ended  and  it  was 
time  to  pack  up  and  head  back  East. 
Dave  and  Sheri  and  the  boys  left  be- 
fore Friday  noon,  as  they  had  to 
hurry  back  to  South  Carolina  for 


Dear  Friend, 

I  have  enjoyed  reading  some  of  the 
suggested  books  for  this  year.  Mis- 
sion Possible  is  a  must!  The  work  of 
one  woman  (occasionally  two)  in  the 
forest  of  New  Guinea  as  she  learned 
and  translated  the  tribal  language 
into  the  New  Testament  is  miracu- 
lous. It  is  exciting  to  read  how  the 
villagers  learned  to  read,  accepted 
the  Christian  faith,  and  shared  it 
with  others. 

How  I  Know  God  Answers  Prayer 
is  a  classic!  All  of  us  can  give  exam- 
ples of  God  meeting  our  BIG  needs, 
but  the  author  was  a  pioneer  mis- 

Davey  and  Jonathan  to  start  school 
on  Monday. 

We  leftEstes  Park  around  3:00 
Friday  afternoon  and  drove  to  Den- 
ver for  the  night.  Saturday  found  us 
crossing  Kansas  and  Missouri.  We 
enjoyed  seeing  the  fields  of  sunflow- 
ers, as  they  reminded  us  of  the  ones 
we  saw  in  Moldova  when  we  visited 
Dave  and  Sheri. 

That  night  we  had  difficulty  find- 
ing a  motel  due  to  the  state  fair  It 
was  not  until  we  reached  Columbia, 
Missouri,  that  we  found  a  motel. 
The  next  day  we  stopped  in  St. 
.Louis  and  visited  the  arch.  Every- 
one, except  me,  rode  to  the  top!  I 
had  been  up  there  once,  and  that 
was  enough,  so  opted  to  visit  the 
museum  and  shop  instead. 

Lunch  was  enjoyed  at  a  McDon- 
ald's on  a  river  boat.  Jeff  and 
Tracy's  kids  thought  that  was  neat. 
From  St.  Louis,  it  was  drive,  drive, 
and  drive,  until  we  reached  Powell 
about  1:30  Monday  morning.  Need- 
less to  say,  we  slept  in  that  day! 

All  this  seems  like  such  a  long 
time  ago,  as  we  are  back  home  and 
settled  again,  but  not  for  long.  We 
are  making  some  big  changes — but 
more  about  that  next  time. 

Until  then,  I'm  enjoying  this 
beautiful  fall  weather  as  the  leaves 
change  from  green  to  gold,  red  and 
brown.  And  when  you  read  this, 
perhaps  your  trees  will  already  be 
decked  with  patches  of  furry  white! 
With  Christian  love. 


Charlene 


sionary  to  mainland  China  with  her 
husband  and  children.  She  wrote 
this  long  before  modern  conve- 
niences and  medical  discoveries, 
when  she  depended  upon  God  for 
every  tiny  need.  This  challenges 
our  faith. 

Perhaps  some  of  your  societies 
receive  your  Thank  Offering  during 
November  as  part  of  your  thanks- 
giving. If  yes  or  if  no,  remember 
that  your  Thank  Offerings  are  used 
for  benevolences:  world  and  home 
missions,  Riverside  Christian 
School,  Ashland  Theological  Sem- 
inary, the  W.M.S.  scholarship  and 
the  Campus  Ministry  at  Ashland 
University. 

Just  as  the  Lord  pours  daily  bless- 
ings on  us,  we  need  to  respond  to 
Him  with  our  verbal  thanks  and  our 
tangible  gifts  for  others.  Every  cent 
is  given  away;  none  is  withheld. 
With  your  gifts,  you  make  a  differ- 
ence in  another's  life.  With  your 
prayers,  God  makes  a  difference  in 
your  life. 

Jesus'  encounter  with  the  ten 
lepers  (Luke  17:11-19)  is  usually 
preached  at  this  season.  Of  the  ten 
who  were  healed,  only  one  returned 
and  gave  thanks  to  Jesus.  Do  we  say 
thanks  for  His  gifts  to  us?  How 
thankful  are  we?  One  or  nine? 

Martin  Rinkart's  hymn,  written 
in  1640,  is  timely  for  us: 

Now  thank  we  all,  our  God, 
With  hearts  and  hands  and  voices, 
Who  wondrous  things  hath  done, 
In  whom  His  world  rejoices. 

Please  don't  consider  a  Ziggy  car- 
toon as  sacrilegious.  Instead,  I  think 
it  is  quite  appropriate.  With  his 
head  bowed,  Ziggy  comments:  'And 
this  Thanksgiving,  as  we  count  our 
blessings,  let's  be  mindful  of  those 
who  count  theirs  and  find  many  of 
them  missing!" 

I  hope  you  have  a  wonderful  sea- 
son of  thanks  living  and  a  joyous 
holy  Christmas! 

Your  friend, 

Joan 
Women's  Outlook  Newsletter 
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In  America,  November  is  a  time  for 
special  thanksgiving  to  God  for  all  the 
blessings  He  has  showered  upon  us.  In 
The  Brethren  Church,  November  is  also 
World  Relief  emphasis  month,  a  time  to 
remember  those  who  do  not  share  the 
blessings  we  enjoy  and  to  focus  on  ways 
we  can  use  our  abundance  to  help  meet 
their  needs. 

The  articles  on  this  and  the  following 
two  pages  look  at  ways  World  Relief  is  at 
work  in  needy  areas  of  our  world  and 
how  we  can  be  involved  in  that  work.  The 
first  article  (below),  gives  us  insights  into 
the  heart  and  passion  ofDr  Clive  Calver, 
the  driving  force  of  World  Relief. 

WHETHER  he's  addressing 
ABC's  Nightline,  Moody  Bible 
Institute,  Tenth  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Philadelphia,  or  the  Pres- 
ident of  Sierra  Leone,  it  doesn't 
take  long  to  realize  that  Dr.  Clive 
Calver  is  using  every  ounce  of  his 
being  to  challenge  the  church  to 
work  together  to  change  this 
world  for  Jesus  Christ.  In 
short,  he  calls  for  no  less  than 
incarnational  living  in  a  world 
that's  going  to  hell. 

"I  don't  want  to  help 
the     poor     in     Jesus 
name,"    Calver   regu- 
larly  points   out.    "I 
want  to  help  churches 
help     the     poor     in 
Jesus'  name  so  that 
the      world      might 
know  Him."  Calver's 
passion     is     to     help 
church  be  church  and 
fulfill    its    God-given 
mandate     in     Haiti, 
Sudan,  Mongolia,  and 
beyond. 

The  message  is  get- 
ting around.  Living 
as  though  there's  no 
tomorrow  so  that 
people  may  experi- 
ence the  love  of  the 
come  face  to  face  with  Jesus,  Calver 
averages  20  flights  a  month,  caring 


World  Relief  President  Dr  Clive 
Calver  loves  children.  Here  he 
holds  twin  babies  in  Ethiopia, 
where  World  Relief  runs  a  feeding 
center  for  severely  malnourished 
children  and  distributes  diy  food 
la  approximately  34,000  people. 
World  Relief  photo  by  Pamela  Barden 

church   and 


for  the  disaster  victim  and  the  AIDS 
sufferer,  empowering  the  local 
church,  casting  vision  for  the  global 
church,  and  propelling  people  to 
action.  A  gifted  communicator  and 
builder  of  dynamic  movements  of 
people,  he's  becoming  a  major  advo- 
cate among  U.S.  evangelicals  for  the 
church  and  the  world's  poor. 

Since  Calver  came  from  Britain  to 
become  president  of  World  Relief  in 
1997,  World  Reliefs  ministry  of 
helping  churches  has  grown  more 
than  130  percent.  As  a  result, 
churches  in  Sudan,  Turkey,  Ethio- 
pia, Albania-Kosovo,  and  Sierra 
Leone  now  have  desperately-needed 
programs  to  help  the  devastated 
people  around  them. 

It's  Calver's  passion  for  theology 
that  leads  to  his  passion  for  the 
church  and  the  poor.  His  staff  knows 
him  for  his  two  loves:  preaching  the 
Word  of  God  and  walking  with  those 
in  the  grip  of  poverty,  AIDS,  and 
destruction. 
It's  not  the  first  time  this  Brit 
.ff^  ^  has  made  waves.  During  the  14 
years  he  led  the  Evangelical 
Alliance  of  the  U.K.,  the 
150-year-old  organization 
grew  400  percent  and  the 
percent  of  evangelicals  in 
the  country  grew  from 
two  to  seven  percent.  His 
pithy  and  thought- 
provoking  comments 
made  him  a  house- 
hold name  and  the 
BBC's  number-one- 
choice  for  comments 
on  issues  of  the  day 
from  an  evangelical 
perspective. 

"What's  more  im- 
portant, social  action 
or  the  gospel?  That's 
easy,"  he  says.  "It's  a 
bit  hard  to  preach  the 
gospel  to  someone 
who's  dead.  So  let's  keep  them  alive 
and  explain  the  reason  that  we  did  it 
is  Jesus."  ['ij'l 


Earthquakes  in  Turkey 

TWO  major  earthquakes  shat- 
tered Turkey's  densely  populat- 
ed industrial  heartland  last  year.  On 
August  17,  1999,  the  first  quake 
struck  in  early  morning  darkness,  its 
7.8  magnitude  easily  toppling  build- 
ings and  buckling  streets. 

Within  two  days  staff  from  World 
Relief  Kosovo  arrived  in  Izmit,  the 
epicenter  of  the  quake.  They  began 
distributing  food  and  blankets  to 
survivors,  in  partnership  with  local 
churches.  Conscious  of  impending 
winter  and  the  drastic  housing 
shortage,  World  Relief  provided 
more  than  300  prefabricated  modu- 
lar housing  units  in  Derince,  a  town 
just  outside  Izmit. 

When  the  second  quake  struck  the 
town  of  Diizce  on  Nov.  12,  World  Re- 
lief was  prepared  to  respond  imme- 


World  Relief  set  up  nearly  650  prefabri- 
cated homes  in  Turkey  to  provide  housing 
for  earthquake  surx'ivors. 

World  Relief  photo  by  Steve  Houston 

diately.  Some  of  the  prefabricated 
structures  were  sent  to  the  area  for 
use  as  a  makeshift  hospital,  since 
the  local  hospital  had  been  severely 
damaged  by  the  quake,  and  doctors 
were  treating  patients  in  the  streets. 
World  Relief  continued  working  in 
Turkey  through  September  2000  to 
assist  the  local  church  and  to  facili- 
tate the  process  of  rehabilitation  for 
survivors  through  active  support  of 
social  services,  education,  and  trauma 
counseling. 

Praise  God: 

•  For  good  relationships  built  with 
churches  in  Turkey. 

•  For  the  respect  the  authorities  in 
Turkey  have  for  World  Relief 

Prayer  requests: 

•  That  the  church  in  Turkey  con- 
tinues to  exhibit  the  love  of  Jesus. 

•  That  the  leaders  of  Turkey  will  be 
open  to  God's  love.  fU"! 


November  2000 
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AIDS  is  the  number-one  killer  in 
Africa,  claiming  6,000  lives  each 
day.  AIDS  deaths  have  resulted  in 
13.5  million  orphans.  Women  bru- 
tally raped  during  the  Rwandan  war 
in  1994  now  find  themselves  bat- 
tling an  epidemic  that  is  also  killing 
their  friends  and  relatives. 

"Only  the  church  can  approach 
AIDS  with  hope,"  says  World  Relief 
President  Dr.  Clive  Calver.  "Not 
only  do  African  churches  have  the 
local  presence  and  moral  authority 
to  address  behavioral  issues,  but 
they  have  a  unique  message  of  hope 
to  offer  to  people  living  with  AIDS." 

World  Relief  is  partnering  with 
local  churches  in  Malawi,  Mozam- 
bique, and  Rwanda  to  care  for  the 


sick,  dying,  and  orphaned,  and  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 
World  Relief  is  training  church  lead- 
ers and  volunteers  with  a  biblically- 
based  AIDS  prevention  curriculum 
and  pastoral  counseling  curriculum. 
In  Malawi,  four  churches  recently 
began  a  visitation  and  counseling 
program  for  those  with  AIDS.  In 
addition.  World  Relief  is  help- 
ing churches  begin  income- 
producing  projects  to  support 
people  living  with  AIDS  and 
AIDS  orphans.  These  include 
community  gardens,  a  fishing 
project,  and  a  nursery  school. 
Eight  churches  are  also  grow- 
ing food  for  50  families  caring 
for  AIDS  orphans. 


In  Mozambique,  seven  volunteer 
pastors  trained  by  World  Relief  in 
AIDS  awareness  and  counseling  are 
in  turn  saturating  area  churches 
with  teaching.  "All  the  churches  say, 
'Please  come  back  and  give  us  more 
information  on  this  AIDS,' "  says 
Pastor  Naftal  Manguele. 

In  Rwanda,  World  Relief  is  train- 
ing pastors  and  lay  leaders  to  mobi- 
lize HIV/ AIDS  prevention  programs 
for  youth.  Anti-AIDS  clubs  provide 
a  forum  for  peer  education  and  pos- 
itive reinforcement  for  youth  to 
remain  abstinent.  A  unique  manual 
for  Rwandans  who  are  providing 
care  in  their  homes  for  those  living 
and  dying  with  AIDS  has  been  pub- 


One  woman's  experience  with  AIDS  in  Rwanda 

By  Laura  White,  World  Relief  staff  writer 

WHEN  Anastasie  lyakaremye's  husband  died  of  AIDS  in  1997,  Anastasie 
was  left  with  their  three  young  children  and  three  teenage  orphans 
from  her  husband's  first  marriage.  She  was  also  left  with  his  $294  debt.  As 
a  result,  her  electricity  was  cut  off  and  her  children  are  in  and  out  of  school. 
After  the  death  of  Anastasie's  husband,  men  began  to  stop  by  her  home, 
hoping  they  could  lure  her  into  having  sex.  The  financial  temptation  must 
have  been  great,  but  Anastasie  explains  her  reasons  for  resisting: 

"Now  that  my  husband  had  died  and  I  knew  the  cause  of  his  death,  I  didn't 
want  to  be  a  cause  of  anyone  else's  death.  So  I  thought  it  was  important  to 
find  Christians,  and  I  was  led  to  Christ." 
She  became  involved  with  Bethsaida  Ministry,  a  Christian  support  group 

for  HIV-infected  women  in  Kigali.  "It  was 
very  encouraging  to  meet  with  [this  group] 
and  share  our  problems  together.  Praying  is 
the  most  important  thing." 

Anastasie  has  noticed  a  difference  in  her 
spirit.  "There  was  a  change,"  she  relates. 
"The  genocide  left  lots  of  wounds  in  my  heart. 
I  was  not  forgiving.  I  had  lots  of  hatred  for 
the  people  who  killed  my  people.  Now  I  see 
people  are  God's  creation,  and  I  forgive." 

She  even  found  herself  forgiving  her  hus- 
band for  infecting  her.  "Before  I  was  saved,  I 
was  very  bitter.  I  wasn't  happy  with  him.  I 
had  not  been  able  to  forgive  him.  After  I  was 
saved,  I  realized  I  needed  to  forgive  him 
knowing  that  what  he  did  was  done  in  igno- 
rance. People  who  are  not  born-again  have 
no  conviction  for  sin.  I  have  forgiven  him 
and  I  don't  hold  a  grudge."  [ij'l 


Jesus  has  brought  li};ht  to  the  dark 
ness  of  Anastasie  lyakaremve's  life 


Rev.  Riigubira  Theophile  prays  with  a  mem- 
ber of  Bethsaida  Ministty.  a  support  group  for 
women  dying  of  AIDS  that  he  founded  and 
leads  in  Kigali,  Rwanda.  "Today  these  women 
openly  confess  [that]  if  they  die,  they  have 
hope.  They  know  Jesus,  "  Rev.  Theophile  says. 

lished   by   World    Relief  and    the 
churches  of  Rwanda. 

World  Relief  and  the  churches  in 
Africa  are  reaching  out  to  share 
Jesus'  love  with  people  living  with 
AIDS  and  their  families.  "If  African 
churches  fail  to  respond  to  the  chal- 
lenge of  AIDS,  then  they  will  have 
failed  their  people  and  their  Lord," 
says  Dr.  Calver.  "But  they  cannot 
respond  alone.  They  need  support," 
he  hastens  to  add. 

Pray  for  the  battle  against  HIV: 

•  For  effective  distribution  and  use 
of  the  new  World  Relief  home- 
care  manual. 

•  For  churches  meeting  physical 
and  spiritual  needs. 

•  For  a  profound  change  in  behav- 
ior in  the  lives  of  new  Christians 
because  of  their  faith  in  Christ. 

•  For  funds  to  help  provide  train- 
ing for  church  leaders  and  health 
volunteers  across  Africa.  ['ij'] 
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IN  THE  PAST  YEAR,  World  Relief 
and  churches  in  Albania  worked 
together  to  help  families  in  war-torn 
Kosovo  survive  the  cold  winter 
months  by  rebuilding  1,000  homes. 
In  addition,  women's  support  groups 
helped  meet  the  immediate  physical 
and  emotional  needs  of  some  700 
widows  and  family  members  by  de- 
veloping friendships  and  distribut- 
ing hygiene  items,  cooking  supplies, 
and  bedding.  In  the  United  States, 
World  Relief  and  American  churches 
welcomed  almost  1,000  Kosovar 
refugees,  offering  them  a  caring 
community  to  help  them  rebuild 
their  lives. 

This  past  spring  World  Relief 
began  offering  loans  to  families  in 
Kosovo  to  help  them  restart  their 
businesses  and  to  jump-start  their 
devastated  economy.  By  the  end  of 
September,  more  than  100  groups  of 
participants  in  Pristina  and  nearby 
towns  had  formed  community  banks 
and  received  their  first  loans. 

As  community  bank  members 
revive  the  local  economy,  they  also 
encourage  and  hold  each  other  ac- 
countable for  loan  repayments.  Par- 
ticipants are  able  to  support  their 
families  while  building  relation- 
ships of  trust  with  others. 

Bedri  Azemi  is  one  person  whose 
family  is  benefiting  from  this  loan 
program.  During  the  war,  Bedri  and 
his  eldest  son  were  imprisoned  for 
42  days  and  tortured  by  the  Serbian 
military.  Bedri,  his  wife,  and  their 
six  children  survived  the  war,  but 
their  home  and  business  were  de- 
stroyed. They  now  live  in  the  burned 
shell  that  was  once  their  home. 
More  than  a  year  after  the  end  of 
the  war,  they  are  still  trying  to  pick 
up  the  pieces  of  their  lives. 

In  June,  Bedri  and  three  friends 
who  survived  the  war  together 
formed  a  community  bank.  Bedri,  a 
tinsmith,  uses  his  small-business 
loan  to  purchase  tin  and  aluminum 
sheets  to  make  roofing  materials. 
As  the  sole  provider  for  his  family. 


he  is  grateful  for  this  means  to 
restart  his  business. 

In  the  coming  year.  World  Reliefs 
loan  program  will  benefit  about 
12,000  people.  This  loan  program 
will  continue  to  strengthen  families 
and  their  communities  in  Kosovo. 

By  offering  hurting  people  hope  in 
Christ's  name,  World  Relief  is  help- 
ing to  prepare  the  spiritual  soul 
in  Kosovo  for  church  planting  and 


growth.  World  Relief  plans  to  part- 
ner with  Albanian  churches  in  their 
long-term  goal  of  planting  churches 
in  Kosovo. 

rayer  requests  for  Kosovo: 

•  For  reconciliation  between  the 
factitious  Serbian  and  Albanian 
communities. 

•  That  the  few  evangelical  churches 
in  Kosovo  will  grow  stronger 

•  That  an  evangelical  breakthrough 
will  occur  in  Kosovo  as  a  result  of 
the  desire  of  Albanian  Christians 
to  plant  churches  in  Kosovo, 
bringing  many  people  to  a  saving 
knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ. 

•  For  funding  for  computers  and 
accounting  software  that  are 
needed  to  track  loans.  \_^\ 


After  the  floods  in  Mozambique 

TORRENTIAL  RAINS  lashed  Mozambique  in  February,  sending  ravaging 
floodwaters  throughout  much  of  the  country.  A  five-foot  wall  of  water 
surged  over  the  banks  of  the  Limpopo  River,  across  the  flat  plains  of  south- 
ern Mozambique,  and  into  the  town  of  Chokwe. 

Dr  Pieter  Ernst,  director  of  World  Reliefs  health  programs  in  Mozam- 
bique, used  a  small  boat  to  rescue  more  than  300  people,  who  clung  to  trees 
and  rooftops  for  survival.  "In  almost  all  the  trees,"  Ernst  said,  "people  were 
either  praying  or  singing  spiritual  songs  because  they  realized  they  had  no 
power  left.  Some  with  charms  around  their  wrists  threw  them  off  and  joined 
the  rest,  praying  and  singing.  I  told  them,  'This  is  God's  grace.  If  you  don't 
believe  there  is  a  God,  you  shall  believe  from  today  onward.'  " 

As  the  largest  international  aid  agency  work- 
ing in  that  area.  World  Relief  was  in  a  position 
to  begin  relief  work  immediately.  A  strong  net- 
work of  churches  and  community  organiza- 
tions already  existed  and  was  used  to  distribute 
emergency  medicines  and  food  to  those  in  need. 
During  the  first  month  after  the  flood.  World 
Relief  partnered  with  area  churches  to  dis- 
tribute tools  and  seeds  to  more  than  35,000 
families.  At  harvest  time  in  August,  the  women 
showed  their  appreciation  by  bringing  vegeta- 
bles to  World  Relief  staff  as  thanksgiving  gifts. 

World  Relief  is  also  assisting  7,500  families 
with  the  rebuilding  of  their  homes.  In  addition, 
support  for  the  local  economy  has  been  provid- 
ed in  the  form  of  emergency  grants  of  $100  to 
each  of  a  number  of  small  business  owners,  and 
by  the  rebuilding  of  the  Central  Market  in  the 
town  of  Xai-Xai.  Some  1,300  families  worked 
on  the  Central  Market  in  exchange  for  housing 
materials  from  World  Relief  At  Xai-Xai — and 
in  a  second  market  under  construction — small 
businesses  will  thrive  once  again. 
Prayer  requests  for  Mozambique: 

•  That  churches  around  the  world  will  continue        '^^"'^^^  Relief  provided  tools 
to  respond  to  the  needs  of  Mozambique.  ""'^ seeds jor  more  than  3x000 

•  For  growth  of  the  church  in  Mozambique.         /"""/'^'^^ '"  Mozambique. 

•  For  strength  for  the  Mozambique  people  as  they  rebuild  their  lives  and 
for  wisdom  for  World  Relief  staff  as  they  aid  in  this  process.  ['tj'1 
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St.  James  Pastor  Brian  Moore 
demonstrates  his  servant  heart 

St.  James,  Md.  —  Dr.  Brian  Moore, 
pastor  of  the  St.  James  Brethren 
Church,  has  a  servant  heart.  When 
he  is  not  serving  his  congregation, 
he  serves  sundaes  (below)  and  other 
food  items  at  a  nearby 
Shoney's  restaurant. 
It's  all  part  of  the 
St.  James  congrega- 
tion's involvement  in 
REACH,  a  commu- 
nity organization 
that  ministers  to 
senior  citizens 
and  the 
homeless. 

Last  fall, 
for  exam- 
ple, REACH 
asked  the  St.  James  congregation  to 
pack  a  week's  lunches  for  a  home- 
less shelter.  Seven  Sunday  school 
classes  volunteered  to  do  this  task. 
One  of  the  classes  also  collected  toi- 
letries to  be  given  to  senior  citizens, 
and  used  air  conditioners  were  also 
donated  to  needy  seniors. 

Then  Pastor  Moore  received  a  call 
asking  if  he  would  be  a  waiter  at  the 
local  Shoney's  one  evening,  with  all 
his  tips  to  go  to  REACH.  He  agreed, 
and  a  number  of  the  St.  James 
Brethren  showed  up  to  make  sure 
he  would  have  someone  to  serve. 

He  must  have  made  a  hit  on  that 
occasion,  for  later  REACH  called 
again,  asking  for  a  repeat  perfor- 
mance. On  this  occasion,  more  of  his 
congregation  showed  up,  keeping 
him  hopping.  But  it  was  for  a  good 
cause,  and  Pastor  Moore  keeps  a 
good  attitude  about  his  flock's  de- 
mands for  prompt  service! 

—  reported  by  Sandra  L.  Culler 


Anthony  Price  ordained  to  Brethren  eldership 
July  1  at  The  Brethren  Church  in  New  Lebanon 


New      Lebanon, 

Ohio  —  Anthony 
M.  Price  was  or- 
dained an  elder  in 
The  Brethren 

Church  and  his 
wife  Geneva  was 
consecrated  as  the 
wife  of  an  elder  in  a 
service  held  Satur- 
day, July  1,  at  The 
Brethren  Church 
in  New  Lebanon. 

Dr  Charles  Mun- 
son,    retired    Ash- 
land      University 
and  Ashland  Theo- 
logical     Seminary 
professor,  gave  the 
message     for     the         ^^^-  ^^ny  and 
service.  Other  Brethren  elders  who 
participated   were   William   Walk, 
Eugene    Oburn,    Donald    Rowser, 
James  R.  Black,  and  Tom  Schiefer. 

Moderator  Don  Rusk  read  the  ac- 
tion of  The  Brethren  Church  of  New 
Lebanon  calling  for  Tony's  ordina- 
tion; and  Carl  Howenstine,  modera- 
tor of  Trinity  Brethren  Church, 
Canton,  Ohio,  where  Tony  serves  on 
the  pastoral  staff,  read  that  church's 
affirmation  of  this  call.  Sharon  Walk 
played  the  prelude  for  the  service. 
Special  music  included  a  duet  by 
Rev.  Eugene  and  DeAnn  Oburn, 
Tony's  parents-in-law,  and  also  a 
solo  by  Mrs.  Oburn. 

Tony,  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs.  Michael 
Price,  was  born  March  21,  1972,  in 
Dayton,  Ohio,  and  raised  in  nearby 
West  Alexandria.  His  family  attend- 
ed The  Brethren  Church  in  New 
Lebanon,  where,  at  the  age  of  eight, 
Tony  accepted  Christ  as  his  Lord 
and  Savior  and  was  received  into 
membership.  Nine  years  later,  in 
1989,  Tony  committed  his  life  to 
full-time  Christian  service. 

A  1990  graduate  of  Twin  Valley 
South  High  School,  he  attended  Ash- 
land University  (B.S.  in  Elem.  Ed., 
1994)  and  Ashland  Theological  Sem- 
inary (M.Div,  2000).  Following  col- 
lege, he  taught  for  three  years  at 
Dayton  Christian  Schools  in  Brook- 
ville  and  Dayton,  also  serving  as 
youth    pastor    for    The    Brethren 


Geneva  Pi'ice 


Church  of  New 
Lebanon.  When  he 
entered  seminary 
in  1997,  he  began 
serving  Trinity 
Brethren  Church 
as  assistant  pastor. 
On  August  13, 
1994,  Tony  mar- 
ried Geneva  Oburn 
of  Pleasant  Hill, 
Ohio.  Geneva,  the 
daughter  of  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Eugene 
Oburn  (now  of 
Bunker  Hill,  Ind.), 
attended  Ashland 
University,  where 
she  received  a  B.S. 
degree     in    Music 


Education  in  1994.  She  taught  at 
Dayton  Christian  Schools,  Root- 
stown  High  School,  and  most  recent- 
ly at  Southeast  High  School  near 
Ravenna,  Ohio. 

Rev.  Price  is  continuing  his  min- 
istry at  Trinity  Brethren  Church, 
with  the  new  title  of  associate  pas- 
tor. He  also  teaches  third  grade  at 
Lake  Center  Christian  School  in 
Hartville,  Ohio.  Geneva,  who  is  ex- 
pecting their  first  child  in  Decem- 
ber, is  now  focusing  on  serving  in 
the  church  and  at  home.  [ij'] 


Churches  Planting  Churches 
conference  to  be  held  in  Indiana 

One  of  the  goals  of  The  Brethren 
Church  is  to  plant  50  churches  in 
the  next  ten  years.  In  accordance 
with  that  goal,  the  Indiana  District 
Ministry  of  Missions  will  be  spon- 
soring a  conference.  Churches 
Planting  Churches,  December  1-2, 
2000,  at  the  Brethren  Retreat  Cen- 
ter in  Shipshewana,  Ind.  The  goal 
of  the  conference  is  to  get  every 
church  excited  about  the  opportu- 
nities of  reaching  people  for  Christ 
by  planting  new  churches. 

Registration  forms  and  more  in- 
formation about  the  conference 
were  enclosed  in  the  October  27th 
Leadership  Letter  (sent  to  pastors 
and  moderators).  Or  contact  Rev. 
Bill  Shipman  at  219-267-6908.    ID'] 
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Joshua  Racey  makes  appreciation  month  extra 
special  for  IVIaurertown  Pastor  Richard  Graver 


Maurertown,  Va.  —  On 

Sunday,  July  30,  nine- 
year-old  Joshua  Racey  pre- 
sented a  special  surprise  to 
his  pastor.  Rev.  Richard 
Graver  of  the  Maurertown 
Brethren  Church. 

Josh,  the  son  of  Stacy 
and  Lori  Vormbrock,  was 
born  with  Downs  Syn- 
drome but  is  very  smart, 
has  a  terrific  sense  of 
humor,  and  a  bubbly  per- 
sonality. He  is  part  of  a 
Sunday  school  class  that 
uses  a  curriculum  called 
Bridges,  which  is  specifi- 
cally geared  for  people  who 
are  mentally  disabled. 

The    emphasis    of    the 
class  for  the  summer  quar- 
ter was  on  prophets.  The 
class   talked   about   the   fact   that 
prophets  were  God's  messengers  to 
the  people  and  that  today  pastors 
are  God's  messengers. 

For  more  than  a  month.  Josh  kept 
secret  a  project  he  worked  on  in  the 
class — a  poster  of  appreciation  he 
designed  for  Pastor  Graver.  The 
message  on  the  poster  was  "Thanks 
for  telling  us  about  God  and  Jesus." 
Josh  chose  pictures  to  depict  what 


Joshua  Racey  displays  the  poster  he  made  for  his 
pastor  Rev.  Richard  Craver  (r),  as  (I.  to  r)  his  mother 
Lori  Vormbrock,  and  his  teachers,  Michelle  Craver 
and  Marie  Vann,  look  on. 

he  had  learned  in  class  and  also  to 
show  some  of  the  things  that  Pastor 
Craver  does  and  teaches. 

The  first  picture  that  Josh  chose 
was  of  a  Bible,  "like  the  one  that 
Pastor  Craver  reads  to  us."  The  sec- 
ond was  of  a  little  boy  kneeling  in 
prayer,  which  Josh  also  eagerly 
demonstrated  for  Pastor  Craver. 
Next  was  a  picture  of  a  cross,  be- 
cause "Jesus  died  for  us."  But  he 


Canton,  Ohio  —  Trinity  Brethren  Church  of  Canton  dedicated  a  new  pavilion  on 
Sunday,  July  9,  following  the  morning  worship  service.  The  congregation  then  ini- 
tiated the  pavilion  with  a  carry-in  dinner  The  pavilion  was  erected  as  a  memorial 
to  Robert  L.  Frederick  (deceased  8-1-98),  a  longtime,  faithful  member  of  Trinity 
who  served  for  many  years  as  head  usher  and  chair  of  the  trustees.  It  was  built  en- 
tirely with  volunteer  labor  and  monies  donated  for  the  memorial.  Trinity  Pastors 
James  R.  Black  and  Tony  Price  led  the  dedication  service. 

—  reported  by  Wanda  Kurlinski 
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also  glued  on  a  picture  of  a  tomb, 
because  "Jesus  isn't  dead — He  is 
alive!"  Josh's  favorite  part  of  the 
poster  was  a  picture  of  a  church 
building,  which  can  be  lifted  to  re- 
veal a  pastor  standing  at  a  pulpit, 
"just  like  Richard  does,"  and  people 
in  the  congregation  "who  are  listen- 
ing to  Pastor  Craver"  as  he  tells 
about  God  and  His  Son,  Jesus. 

After  the  presentation.  Josh  en- 
joyed posing  for  photographs  with 
Pastor  Craver,  his  Sunday  school 
teachers  Marie  Vann  and  Michelle 
Craver,  and  his  mother.  The  pic- 
tures came  back  in  the  middle  of 
September — in  time  for  them,  along 
with  the  poster,  to  be  displayed  on 
the  bulletin  board  for  Pastor  Appre- 
ciation Month  in  October. 

—  reported  by  Michelle  Craver 

Pilgrimage  of  Faitli 
video  series  now  available 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  The  long-awaited 
video  series  about  Brethren  beliefs 
and  practices  is  now  available. 

Titled  Pilgrimage  of  Faith:  The 
Witness  of  the  Brethren  Church,  this 
13-part  video  series  explores  the  his- 
tory, beliefs,  and  practices  that  give 
the  Brethren  their  distinctive  iden- 
tity. In  addition  to  the  13  video  ses- 
sion. Pilgrimage  of  Faith  comes  in  a 
set  that  includes  teaching  instruc- 
tions, lesson  plans,  and  supplemen- 
tal readings. 

Pilgrimage  of  Faith  should  fmd 
wide  use  in  Sunday  school  classes, 
small-group  studies,  membership 
classes,  and  other  church  settings. 
In  addition,  many  Brethren  will 
want  to  view  the  videos  in  the  com- 
fort of  their  own  homes. 

Every  pastor  and  every  Brethren 
church  in  the  denomination  is  re- 
ceiving a  copy  of  this  video  series 
free.  Sunday  school  classes,  other 
groups  in  the  church,  or  interested 
Brethren  who  want  their  own  copies 
may  purchase  a  set  for  $20  from  the 
National  Office,  524  College  Ave., 
Ashland,  Ohio.  h?) 
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In  Memory 

Brethren  pastor  Rev.  Marlin 
Lee  McCann,  65,  died  Sunday, 
October  15,  in  North  Manchester, 
Ind.,  as  the  result  of  a  stroke  suf- 
fered three  weeks  earher. 

Marhn  was  born  July  24,  1935,  in 
Waterloo,  Iowa,  the  son  of  Walter  Otis 
and  Vivian  B.  McCann,  both  now 
deceased.  He  became  a  member  of 
the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Water- 
loo. On  April  21,  1957,  he  married 
Lila  J.  Miller  of  Smithville,  Ohio. 

He  was  a  graduate  of  Ashland  Col- 
lege (University)  and  Ashland  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  He  was  ordained 
an  elder  in  The  Brethren  Church  in 
1960  and  during  his  ministry  served 


the  Wayne  Heights  (Waynesboro, 
Pa.),  Mt.  Olive  (Pineville,  Va.), 
Bryan  (Ohio)  First,  North  Manches- 
ter First,  and  Milledgeville  (111.) 
Brethren  Churches. 

He  had  a  beautiful  tenor  voice  and 
frequently  sang  for  General  Confer- 
ence and  on  other  occasions.  He  also 
sang  with 
the  Rocking- 
ham Male 
Chorus  of 
Rockingham 
County,  Va., 
and  with 
the  Madrigal 
Singers  in 
Bryan,  Ohio. 
He  is  sur- 
vived by  his 
wife,  Lila,  of 
North  Manchester;  two  sons  and 
their  wives — Michael  and  Mary 
McCann  of  Bryan,  and  Steve  and 
Joy  McCann  of  Bridgewater,  Va.; 
and  five  grandsons. 
The  funeral  service  for  Brother 


Dorothy  Nelson  —  keeping  young  at  heart 

Lanark,  lU.  —  Dorothy  Nelson,  a  member  of  the  Lanark  First  Brethren 
Church,  doesn't  let  her  87  years  keep  her  from  being  young  at  heart.  For 
a  church  picnic  in  July,  Bob  Zuck  tucked  a  motorcycle  with  a  sidecar  in 
his  picnic  bas- 
ket and  gave 
rides  to  every- 
one. Dorothy 
was  the  first 
one  to  ride! 

Dorothy 
lives  a  busy 
life.  She  visits 
a  nursing  home 
twice  a  week, 
swims  three 
times  a  week, 
and  she  can 
always  be 

counted  on  to 
provide  a 

meal.  She  is 
currently  vice 
president  of  the  Dorothy  Nelson,  ready  for  her  ride  with  Bob  Zuck. 

local  W.M.S.  and  already  has  led  the  program  committee  in  organizing 
this  year's  public  service.  She's  also  a  member  of  the  church's  Core 
group  that  travels  to  Ashland  frequently,  and  she  serves  on  the  pastoral 
search  committee. 

But  perhaps  what  is  most  important  about  Dorothy  is  that  she  is  a 
blessing  to  the  Lanark  Church.  And  that's  because  she  really  cares  about 
God's  work  and  for  the  members  of  her  church  family. 

—  submitted  by  Shirley  Miller 


McCann  was  held  October  19  at  the 
North  Manchester  First  Brethren 
Church,  with  Rev.  Kurt  Stout  (pas- 
tor). Rev.  David  Cooksey,  and  Rev. 
Robert  Schmeiser  officiating.  Spe- 
cial music  for  the  service  was  pre- 
sented by  the  Clarion  Bell  Choir  and 
the  Adult  Choir. 

Helen  A.  Preston 

Helen  A.  Preston,  67,  wife  of 
Rev.  Owen  H.  Preston,  pastor  of  the 
Berlin,  Pa.,  Brethren  Church,  died 
October  8  after  an  extended  illness. 

She  was  born  March  1,  1933,  in  Mt. 
Savage,  Md.,  the  daughter  of  Jesse 
and  Susanna  Trimble.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband  of  45  years; 
one  daughter  and  son-in-law;  one 
grandson  and  two  step-grandchil- 
dren; and  six  great  grandchildren. 

Her  funeral  service  was  held  at 
the  Berlin  Brethren  Church  with 
Rev.  Ronald  Beachley,  Rev.  Robert 
Hoffman,  and  Rev.  T  William  Pre- 
ston (her  husband's  brother)  offici- 
ating. Memorial  contributions  may 
be  made  to  the  Berlin  Brethren 
Church  window  fund.  [1]'] 
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The  Real  Christ  of  Christmas 


By  J.W.  Jepson 


THE  CHRISTMAS-CARD  concept 
of  Jesus,  however  beautified  by 
gold  and  glitter,  falls  short  of  pre- 
senting Him  as  He  is  today. 

No  longer  is  He  an  infant.  The 
artists  portray  Him  as  a  Babe  rest- 
ing in  His  mother's  arms,  or  as  a 
Shepherd  carrying  a  lamb.  They 
paint  Him  blessing  the  children,  or 
knocking  at  a  door,  or  agonizing  in 
the  Garden.  These  pictures  may 
show  us  the  heart  of  our  Savior,  but 
they  fall  short  of  showing  His  pres- 
ent position  of  power  and  glory. 

Today  He  is  no  longer  "made  a  lit- 
tle lower  than  the  angels  for  the  suf- 
fering of  death."  He  is,  rather,  the 
Mighty  One  "crowned  with  glory 
and  honor"  (Heb.  2:9). 

Of  those  with  our  Lord  in  the  days 
of  His  flesh,  perhaps  no  one  was 
closer  to  Him  than  John  the  Beloved. 
John  leaned  on  Jesus'  bosom;  he 


was  included  in  the  select  three;  in 
fact,  he  even  saw  a  glimpse  of  Christ's 
glory  on  the  Mount  of  Transfigura- 
tion. Certainly  it  could  be  said  that 
if  anyone  knew  Jesus,  John  did. 

But  one  day  on  the  Isle  of  Patmos, 
the  aged  apostle  heard  a  voice  behind 
him  "as  of  a  trumpet."  He  did  not 
recognize  it  and  turned  to  see  the 
source.  Then,  for  the  first  time,  he 
caught  the  full  impact  of  the  bril- 
liant glory  of  Christ  as  He  stood  in 
triumphant  authority  in  the  midst 
of  the  golden  candlesticks! 

His  head  and  hair  were  white  like 
wool,  as  white  as  snow,  and  his 
eyes  were  like  blazing  fire.  His 
feet  were  like  bronze  glowing  in  a 
furnace,  and  his  voice  was  like  the 
sound  of  rushing  waters.  In  his 
right  hand  he  held  seven  stars, 
and  out  of  his  mouth  came  a 
sharp  double-edged  sword.  His 
face  was  like  the  sun  shining  in 
all  its  brilliance.  When  I  saw  him, 
I  fell  at  his  feet  as  though  dead. 

—  Revelation  1:14-17,  NIV 

All  those  years  John  had  remem- 
bered Jesus  as  He  was  in  the  days  of 
His  flesh — sometimes  weary,  some- 
times sad,  sometimes  rejoicing, 
sometimes  flashing  a  glimpse  of  the 
greater  glory.  But  now  he  saw  Him 
as  He  is  forever  in  His  exalted 
majesty  and  glory! 

Is  your  vision  of  Christ  too  dim? 
Paul,  who  became  acquainted  with 
Jesus  on  the  Damascus  road  when  a 
light  "brighter  than  the  noonday 
sun"  shone  about  him,  kept  this 
vision  of  power  and  glory  alive  in  his 
heart  and  shared  it  with  others.  For 
the  Ephesians  he  prayed: 


.  .  .  that  the  God  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  the  glorious  Father,  may 
give  you  the  Spirit  of  wisdom  and 
revelation,  so  that  you  may  know 
him  better.  I  pray  also  that  the 
eyes  of  your  heart  may  be  enlight- 
ened in  order  that  you  may  know 
.  .  .  his  incomparably  great  power 
for  us  who  believe.  That  power  %s 
like  the  working  of  his  mighty 
strength,  which  he  exerted  in 
Christ  when  he  raised  him  from 
the  dead  and  seated  him  at  his 
right  hand  in  the  heavenly 
realms,  far  above  all  rule  and  au- 
thority, power  and  dominion,  and 
every  title  that  can  be  given,  not 
only  in  the  present  age  but  also  in 
the  one  to  come.  And  God  placed 
all  thing  under  his  feet  and  ap- 
pointed him  to  be  head  over  every- 
thing for  the  church,  which  is  his 
body,  the  fullness  of  him  who  fills 
everything  in  every  way. 

—  Ephesians  1:17-23,  NIV 

When  Jesus  ascended  to  be  again 
with  the  Father,  He  did  not  retire  to 
the  sidelines.  He  ascended  a  throne 
of  power!  Our  vision  of  Him  should 
be  of  a  mighty  Sovereign.  We  should 
realize  that  He  is  now  our  Advocate, 
the  Author  and  Finisher  of  our  faith, 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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THE  BIRTH  OF  A  BABY  is  an  auto- 
matic invitation  to  people  to  come 
and  see.  Babies  are  just  so  cute  and  cud- 
dly that  people  can't  resist  them.  Babies 
are  the  ultimate  irresistible  force. 

Our  church's  newest  baby  is  proof 
enough  of  that.  Hardly  anyone  shook  my 
hand  after  the  church  service  the  first 
Sunday  his  parents  brought  him.  When  I 
looked  around,  I  found  more  people  in 
the  nursery  admiring  the  baby  than  I 
found  in  any  one  location  anywhere  else 
on  the  grounds.  I'm  not  complaining,  be- 
cause I  couldn't  resist  either. 

That  was  probably  similar  to  the  scene 
when  Jesus  was  bom.  No  matter  that  He 
was  bom  in  a  stable.  At  the  very  least, 
the  innkeeper's  wife  had  to  see  and  hold 
the  Baby.  Had  the  innkeeper's  wife's  name 
been  Kim  Stogsdill,  she  would  have  car- 
ried Him  into  the  inn  to  show  Him  to  all 
the  guests,  slapping  the  hands  of  any 
who  tried  to  take  Him  away  from  her. 

It  is  little  wonder  that  our  manger  scenes 
today  have  a  lot  of  people  in  them.  The 
only  mistake  we  make  in  setting  them  up 
is  in  putting  too  much  space  between  the 
figures.  Back  then  they  would  have  all 
been  huddled  around  the  baby  Jesus,  try- 
ing to  squeeze  between  each  other  to  get 
a  better  look.  You  see,  the  birth  of  Jesus 
is  the  brilliant,  irresistible  invitation  of 
God  to  come  to  Him.  It  is  the  announce- 
ment that  God's  house  is  open  wide  to  all 
who  accept  the  invitation. 


The  Brethren  Evangelist  (ISSN  0747-4288) 
is  published  monthly  (except  July  and  August 
issues  are  combined)  by  The  Brethren  Church, 
Inc.,  524  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805-3792 
(telephone:  419-289-1708;  fax:  419-281-0450; 
e-mail:  brethren(g)brethrenchurch.org).  Authors' 
views  are  not  necessarily  those  of  The  Brethren 
Church.  Editor:  Richard  C.  Winfield.  Subscription 
rates;  Sent  free  to  Brethren  Church  members; 
$15.00  per  year  to  others.  Member:  Evangelical 
Press  Association.  Postage:  Paid  at  Ashland,  Ohio. 
Postmaster;  Send  address  changes  to  The  Breth- 
ren Church.  524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  OH 
44805-3792.     December  2000,  Vol.  122,  No.  11 


Adults  aren't  nearly  as  cute  as  babies. 
They're  much  more  resistible,  too.  Cer- 
tainly people  are  more  attracted  to  the 
beginning  of  life  than  to  its  end.  Death  is 
just  as  irresistible  as  birth,  but  in  a  com- 
pletely different  way.  Few  people  mn  to- 
wards death,  wanting  to  embrace  it  the 
way  they  do  newboms.  If  they  could  mn 
away  from  it  they  would. 

This  brings  me  back  to  the  birth  of 
Jesus  as  an  invitation  from  God  to  come 
to  Him.  Many  tum  away  when  they  read 
the  invitation  and  understand  that  it 
means  to  follow  Jesus  from  birth  on.  The 
invitation  is  to  follow  Christ  to  adulthood 
and  to  His  death  on  the  cross.  Even  the 


Bible  tells  us  that  most  people  aban- 
doned Him  there.  Jesus  on  the  cross  is  a 
horrifying  scene.  It's  ugly,  terrible,  not  at 
all  like  the  cute  cuddly  bundle  in  the 
manger. 

In  reality,  however,  his  death  only  ap- 
peared to  be  ugly.  The  beauty  comes  out 
in  Christ's  resurrection.  It  showed  that  all 
of  Jesus'  life,  from  birth  to  death,  was  the 
invitation  to  come  to  God,  not  just  His 
birth. 

This  Christmas  season  don't  just  cele- 
brate the  birth  of  Christ.  Allow  the  joy  of 
the  season  to  be  an  invitation  for  you  to 
celebrate  all  that  Jesus  accomplished  on 
your  behalf  He  fought  temptation  and 
won.  He  bore  your  suffering.  He  lived 
sinlessly,  but  still  paid  the  price  for  sin — 
death.  It  wasn't  for  Himself  that  He  did 
this.  For  whom  did  He  do  it?  For  you! 

Accept  the  forgiveness  He  offers.  Be 
drawn  in  by  everything  about  Him.  Yield 
to  His  call.  Accept  His  invitation.  Come 
into  God's  family  and  enjoy  the  abundant 
life  He  brings.  [1}'] 

Rev.  Stogsdill  is  pastor  of  the  First  Breth- 
ren Church  of  Tucson,  Ariz.  This  article  first 
appeared  in  the  Tucson  First  Brethren 
Church  newsletter 


The  Real  Christ  of  Christmas 

(continued  from  page  1) 
our   Mediator,    Leader,    Counselor, 
the  Captain  of  our  salvation. 

To  John  He  said,  "I  am  the  Living 
One;  I  was  dead,  and  behold  I  am 
alive  for  ever  and  ever!  And  I  hold  the 
keys  of  death  and  Hades"  (Rev.  1:18). 

How  well  do  we  know  the  real 
Christ?  How  much  better  can  we 
know  Him?  When  we  pray,  let  us  not 
think  of  Him  as  a  mere  human.  The 
days  of  His  humiliation  are  past. 
May  the  Holy  Spirit  help  us  to  know 
Him  in  the  fullness  of  the  power  He 
has  today.  He  is  all-sufficient. 

While  we  honor  Him  this  Christ- 


mas season  because  He  came  to 
earth  as  a  Babe  in  Bethlehem,  let  us 
realize  that  He  now  sits  enthroned 
in  omnipotent  power  and  is  ready 
and  able  to  do  "exceeding  abun- 
dantly above  all  that  we  ask  or 
think"  (Eph.  3:20). 

Let  us  follow  on  to  know  Him  bet- 
ter, always  keeping  in  mind  that  the 
most  the  eye  of  faith  may  behold 
here  is  very  small  compared  to  what 
we  shall  see  on  that  wonderful  day 
when  "we  shall  see  him  as  he  is" 
(lJohn3:2).  [1>] 

Dr.  Jepson  is  Senior  Pastor  of  Life 
in  Christ  Center  (Assemblies  of  God), 
The  Dalles,  Oregon. 
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The  article  below 
appeared  in  the  September  21,  2000, 
issue  of  The  Washington  Post,  in 
the  magazine  section  called,  the 
District  Extra  (above).  It  was  writ- 
ten by  Washington  Post  Staff  Writ- 
er Caiyle  Murphy.  The  article  is 
reprinted  here  with  the  permission 
o/The  Washington  Post. 

The  House  is  in  part  a  ministry 
of  Southeast  Christian  Fellowship, 
our  Brethren  church  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  where  Dr  Rickey  Bolden  sen'cs 
as  senior  pastor  This  ministiy  has 
been  so  successful  that  The  House 
has  now  reached  its  capacity. 
Therefore  Pastor  Bolden  has  devel- 
oped an  expansion  plan. 

A  video  by  one  of  Washington  s 
most-watched  television  stations 
highlighting  the  work  of  The  House 
was  recently  sent  to  every  Brethren 
church.  This  video  includes  details 
about  Pastor  Bolden  's  expansion 
plan  and  tells  how  your  church  can 
help  financially  with  this  project.  Ask 
your  pastor  to  borrow  your  church  s 
copy  of  this  video  if  you  have  not  yet  had 
a  chance  to  view  it. 

BEFORE  THEY  MET,  the  three  men 
already  had  much  in  common.  They 
had  sought  fame  and  riches  through  ath- 
letics. They'd  seen  firsthand  in  their  fam- 
ilies the  havoc  caused  by  poverty,  vio- 
lence and  drug  addiction.  And  they  were 
all  committed  Christians  who  had  opted 
for  careers  in  youth  ministry. 

So  when  former  pro  football  players 
Rickey  Bolden  and  Steve  Fitzhugh  met 
one-time  Olympic-rated  track  star  J.T. 
Musgrovc  at  Anacostia  High  School's 
mentoring  program  a  few  years  back,  it 
was  almost  guaranteed  thai  something 
unique  and  spiritually  charged  would 
emerge  from  their  friendship. 
And  it  has.  The  House. 


Opened  a  year  ago  in  an  abandoned 
crack  house  on  17th  Street  SE — on  a 
block  once  so  dominated  by  gangs  it  was 
called  "Murder  Row" — The  House  is  an 
afternoon  hangout  for  students  from 
nearby  Anacostia  High  School  and 
Kramer  Junior  High  School. 

An  urban  oasis 

It's  meant  to  be  an  urban  oasis  where 
teens  get  encouragement,  praise  and  the 
kind  of  stable  relationships  with  adults 
that  are  often  missing  in  their  lives.  Here 


also,  they  find  a  range  of  enriching  activ- 
ities or  just  a  place  to  relax.  And  though 
no  crosses  or  other  religious  artifacts  are 
displayed,  the  aim  of  its  three  founders  is 
to  subtly  get  across  the  message  that 
"choosing  Christ"  is  the  ticket  to  what's 
real  in  life. 

"We  want  to  spiritually  transform  the 
lives  of  young  people  through  relation- 
ships," said  Dallas-born  Bolden,  39,  a 
former  Cleveland  Browns  tight  end  who 
is  the  pastor  of  Southeast  Christian  Fel- 
lowship Church  in  Southeast  Washing- 
ton. "There  is  very  little  spirituality  in 
their  lives,  so  we  try  to  build  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  Jesus." 

The  two-story  building  features  a 
workout  room  with  weight  machines,  a 
computer  lab  and,  perhaps  the  biggest 
draw  of  all,  a  recording  s'ludio  where 
House  regulars  have  produced  a  CD  of 
original  songs  and  music.   In  addition. 


volunteers  from  local  churches  lead  dis- 
cussions about  dealing  with  sexuality, 
anger  and  career  paths. 

Every  afternoon  about  5:30  p.m.,  a 
meal  is  served — preceded  by  grace. 

"It  has  an  amazing  effect  on  you  and 
makes  you  want  to  come  back,"  said 
House  regular  Damien  Rose,  18,  a  recent 
Anacostia  graduate.  "They  don't  preach 
the  word  of  God,  but  they  sneak  it  on 
you.  You  at  least  educate  yourself  by  lis- 
tening to  the  staff." 
This  approach  puts  The  House  in  line 
with  a  growing  trend  in  evangelical 
Christianity  to  spread  the  Gospel  in 
places  where  young  people  congre- 
gate but  without  overt  religious 
symbols  or  rituals. 

"Most  of  the  faith-based  organi- 
zations generally  work  with  the 
same  20  percent  of  the  [youth] 
population  who  are  typically  al- 
ready plugged  into  church,"  said 
Fitzhugh,  37,  an  Ohio  native  who 
played  defensive  guard  for  the 
Denver  Broncos  but  now  holds 
Christian  pep  rallies  at  schools 
across  the  country  for  the  Fellow- 
ship of  Christian  Athletes. 

"What  excites  me  most  about 
The  House,"  he  said,  "is  reaching 
kids  beyond  that  20  percent." 

"It's  not  the  churchy  atmos- 
phere," added  Musgrove,  42,  an  as- 
sistant pastor  at  Bolden's  church. 
"We  teach  them  by  our  lifestyle,  and 
we  love  them.  They  know  that." 

A  safe  place 

"I  come  to  have  fun,  to  relax," 
said  Jonathan  Gibson,  20,  who  prefers 
his  nickname,  "Big  John."  "You  don't 
have  to  worry  about  any  trouble.  In 
Southeast,  you  can't  walk  around  if  you 
don't  know  anybody.  But  here,  once  you 
come  through  that  door,  it's  a  whole  new 
thing.  I  just  feel  safe  in  the  place.  I  can  let 
my  guard  down." 

The  House's  neighbors  are  overjoyed 
at  its  arrival.  Edward  Johnson.  Sr..  who 
organized  the  District's  first  Orange  Hat 
citizen  patrol  group  in  1988,  calls  it  "a 
plus  all  the  way,"  noting  that  teens  who 
drop  by  also  help  pick  up  trash  in  the 
neighborhood  "sometimes  twice  a  w  eek." 

In  addition,  "the  young  people  w  ho  at- 
tend get  a  lot  out  of  it,"  Johnson  said. 
"When  they  come  away,  they  seem  to  be 
more  relaxed,  they  have  more  manners. 
It's  made  a  difference.  A  big  ditTerencc." 

The  facility  is  open  from  3:30  to  8  p.m., 
(conliinicd  on  next  puiic) 
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a  period  when  most  teenagers  are  likely 
to  get  into  mischief  or  worse.  "There  are 
more  kids  losing  their  virginity  then  than  at 
any  other  time  of  the  day,"  Fitzhugh  notes. 

The  students  get  photo  ID  cards  when 
registered  as  a  House  member.  About  60 
students  came  regularly  during  the  last 
school  year,  Bolden  said. 

This  is  not  a  regimented  space.  Young 
people  come  in  and  out  the  front  door 
nonstop.  Inside,  they  mill  about,  chat- 
ting, joking  or  watching  television. 
Upstairs,  the  recording  studio  is 
crammed  with  eager  rappers  holding 
scraps  of  paper  with  freshly-minted 
lyrics. 

Yolanda  Amistrong,  1 8,  who  gradu- 
ated from  Anacostia  in  June,  finds  it 
difficult  to  stay  away  because  "you 
can't  miss  anything.  There's  so  much 
going  on." 

A  tall,  slim  girl  dressed  in  a  short 
skirt,  Armstrong  said  she  likes  "being 
able  to  sit  here  with  people  who  I 
know  are  not  going  to  judge  me.  You 
don't  have  to  worry  about  people  talk- 
ing about  you  because  everyone  has  a 
brother  and  sister  relationship. 

"I  feel  like  this  is  my  house,"  she 
added.  "I  walk  around  here  with  no 
shoes  on.  I  like  the  respect  that  goes  on 
in  here  for  everybody." 

A  place  with  rules 

The  rules  posted  on  the  walls,  Arm- 
strong explained,  were  drawn  up  by 
members.  No  smoking,  drinking,  drugs, 
weapons,  graffiti,  racist  behavior,  fight- 
ing or  swearing.  "Gang-related  colors 
and  apparel"  also  are  forbidden. 

In  a  comer  of  the  living  room,  next  to 
the  television,  sign-up  sheets  for  upcom- 
ing activities  are  tacked  up  on  the  wall. 
There's  night  roller-skating,  a  fishing 
trip,  a  bowling  outing  and  biking.  Most 
youths  who  signed  up  wrote  "No"  in  the 
box  asking  if  they  owned  bikes  or  skates. 

Despite  its  non-churchy  atmosphere. 
House  members  are  required  to  attend 
one  of  its  weekly  Bible  study  sessions. 
"We  mandate  that,"  explained  Fitzhugh, 
"because  if  we  don't  have  the  opportu- 
nity to  be  in  front  of  students  and  tell 
them  what  life  is  really  all  about,  (hen  we 
lose  our  distinctiveness." 

Fitzhugh,  who  has  a  football  player's 
girth,  a  booming  voice  and  a  talent  for 
rapping,  is  the  jokester,  banterer  and  flat- 
terer of  The  House,  pumping  up  the  stu- 
dents' confidence. 

"You  think  you're  cute,"  he  tells  one 
girl.  "And  you  are." 


To  another  teen  who  is  four  months' 
pregnant,  he  declares,  "Your  brain  is  in- 
credible." 

She  lowers  her  eyes  and  replies  sweet- 
ly, "Why,  thank  you." 

Later,  Fitzhugh  confides,  "I  wanted 
her  to  know  she's  special." 

Armstrong  credited  Fitzhugh  with 
being  "the  first  person  who  got  me  to 


A  group  of  youth  and  adults  in  front  of  The  House 

think  about  stopping  smoking.  .  .  .  He's 
always  there  to  talk  to."  And  she  appre- 
ciates the  affection  he  shows,  "because  a 
lot  of  people  don't  really  get  hugged. 

Fitzhugh  and  Bolden  use  their  football 
history  to  gain  credibility  with  young 
people.  "It  creates  a  mystique.  I'm  not 
ashamed  to  use  it,"  Fitzhugh  said. 

But  he  also  reminds  students  that  foot- 
ball is  not  a  reliable  source  of  financial 
security.  "NFL — I  tell  them  that  means 
"Not  For  Long!'" 

Another  reason  the  three  older  men 
relate  well  to  House  regulars  is  that  all 
have  experienced  some  of  the  same  per- 
ils afoot  in  Washington's  deprived  neigh- 
borhoods. Bolden  grew  up  in  a  single- 
parent  home;  one  of  his  brothers  was 
shot  dead  and  another  is  in  prison. 
Fitzhugh  lost  his  older  brother  to  cocaine 
and  alcohol  abuse. 

And  Musgrove,  a  Marietta,  Ga.,  na- 
tive, was  doubly  afflicted  before  turning 
his  life  around.  He  made  the  track  team 
for  the  1 980  Olympics  only  to  be  devas- 
tated when  the  United  States  boycotted 
the  games  that  year.  He  then  became  ad- 


dicted to  crack  cocaine,  ruining  his  mar- 
riage and  nearly  losing  his  life. 

"It's  much  easier  for  us  to  relate  to  the 
students  because  we've  gone  through  so 
many  of  the  same  things  they've  gone 
through,"  Bolden  said. 

A  place  where  needs  are  met 

The  emotional  needs  of  the  young 
people  at  The  House  are  felt  in  small 
ways.  In  the  first  few  months  it  was 
open,  Bolden  said,  six  students  asked 
him  to  find  them  a  place  to  live  be- 
cause they  weren't  getting  along  with 
their  parents  or  foster  parents. 

In  the  poetry  club,  one  young  man 
read  a  poem  he'd  written  for  his  moth- 
er. Titled,  "Happy  Father's  Day  With 
Your  Mother."  it  noted  how  his  father 
"chose  to  run"  but  "at  least  he  left  me 
with  you." 

Fitzhugh  remembers  how  another 
teen  asked  him  for  a  ride  home  even 
though  he  lived  only  blocks  away.  He 
realized  that  the  boy  feared  being 
mugged  by  someone  coveting  his  new 
Eddie  Bauer  jacket. 

One  day  this  summer,  three  wilting 
women  staggered  into  the  kitchen 
through  the  back  door  with  bags  of 
hamburger  rolls  and  potato  chips  for 
The  House's  daily  meal.  "Our  car  has 
no  air  conditioning!"  exclaimed  one  of 
the  women,  taking  off  her  sunglasses. 
The  women  were  from  McLean 
Bible  in  Fairfax  County,  whose  members 
have  donated  funds,  provided  scores  of 
volunteer  tutors  and  supervised  the 
building's  renovation.  Other  funding  has 
come  from  Faith  in  the  Family,  a  Chris- 
tian evangelical  foundation  in  Spring- 
field, and  from  individuals,  churches  and 
local  businessmen,  including  members 
of  the  Washington-based  American  In- 
surance Association. 

"There  certainly  is  an  appetite  to  pro- 
vide financial  support  to  The  House,  and 
one  company  has  already  made  a  com- 
mitment to  provide  $5,000  annually," 
said  Robert  Vagley,  president  of  the  asso- 
ciation. 

Another  supporter,  whom  Bolden  de- 
clined to  identify,  recently  purchased  the 
boarded-up  dwelling  next  door  so  The 
House  eventually  can  expand  its  opera- 
tions. "We  interpret  that  as  God's  finger 
being  all  over  this  [project],"  Bolden  said. 
"If  nothing  else  comes  through,  we 
would  pray  that  children  would  be  able 
to  say  one  day  that  'The  House  was  there 
for  us,'"  he  added.  "That  indeed  is  our 
prayer."  [Ij"] 
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Left  Behind! 

The  story  behind  the  writing 
of  this  wildly  popular  series  of  books. 


J 


It's  unusual  for  a  Christian  book 
(other  than  the  Bible)  to  be  a  best- 
seller or  to  sell  more  than  a  million 
copies.  But  both  are  true  of  the  eight 
novels  in  the  Left  Behind  series  by 
Tim  LaHaye  and  Jerry  Jenkins. 

More  than  20  million  copies  of 
these  novels  about  the  "end  times" 
have  been  sold.  The  seventh  volume 
in  the  series,  The  Indwelling,  made 
its  debut  at  the  top  of  The  New  York 
Times  best-seller  list.  In  addition, 
Left  Behind:  The  Kids  Series, 
similar  novels  by  LaHaye  and  Jenk- 
ins but  written  for  children,  has  sold 
many  thousands  of  copies. 

Members  of  the  Evangelical  Press 
Association  (EPA,  of  which  The 
Brethren  Evangelist  is  a  member 
publication)  asked  co-author  Jerry 
Jenkins  questions  about  his  writing 
career  and  his  work  on  the  Left 
Behind  series.  Following  are  his 
answers  to  many  of  those  questions. 


TFTtPA:  What  was  the  catalyst  that 
M-J  spawned  the  Left  Behind  series  ? 

Jenkins:  Since  about  1985,  Dr.  Tim 
LaHaye  had  the  title  and  the  idea 
for  fictionalizing  an  account  of  the 
I  Rapture  and  the  Tribulation.  He 
•  looked  for  years  for  a  novelist  to  run 
with  his  idea,  and  our  mutual  agent 
introduced  us  in  1991. 

EPA:  Did  you  plan  such  a  long 
series  when  you  began  it,  or  have  you 
broadened  the  scope  of  the  project  be- 
cause of  the  popularity  of  the  books? 

Jenkins:  No  and  no.  I  actually 
intended  to  write  the  entire  story 
in  one  book.  When  I  was  halfway 
through  the  writing  of  that  man- 
uscript, I  had  covered  one  week  of 
the  seven  years.  Tyndale  [Tyndale 
House  Publishers]  agreed  to  make  it 
a  trilogy. 

When  the  first  book  covered  two 
weeks,  we  decided  on  six,  then  seven 
titles.  When  I  finished  book  four 
and  was  only  two-and-a-half  years 
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into  the  Tribulation,  Tyndale  asked 
if  I  really  thought  I  could  squeeze 
four-and-a-half  more  years  into 
three  books. 

I  said  I  could  if  I 
changed  the  pace  and 
made  the  books  more 
action-oriented  than 
character-driven.  Tyn- 
dale asked  how  many 
titles  it  would  take  to 
maintain  the  same 
pace  (which  they  saw 
as  one  of  the  reasons 
for  the  success).  I  said 
six  to  get  to  the 
halfway  point  and  six 
more  to  finish.  These 
books  are  selling  a  mil-  Jerry  J. 

lion  copies  a  month.  There's  no  rea- 
son to  "milk"  it,  though  of  course  it 
appears  that  way  to  some  and  likely 
prompted  this  question. 

EPA:  Are  you  and  Tim  LaHaye  both 
active  in  researching  for  the  stories  ? 
Who  does  what? 

Jenkins:  He  has  studied  the  bibli- 
cal prophecies  for  longer  than  I  have 
been  alive.  He  provides  a  chart  of 
the  chronology  of  the  biblical  events 
and  commentaries  (his  and  others') 
on  the  passages  I  will  cover  in  a  par- 
ticular novel. 

I  get  the  fun  part,  writing  novels 
to  fit  his  interpretation  of  Scripture. 
Basically,  I  try  to  put  realistic  char- 
acters in  the  way  of  biblical  events 
and  see  what  happens.  I  research 
technology,  weaponry,  aviation,  etc., 
to  make  the  stories  credible,  but  Dr. 
LaHaye  is  the  greatest  resource  I 
could  have  to  stay  on  track  theolog- 
ically and  biblically. 

EPA:  How  long  does  it  take  you  and 
Tim  to  write  a  book  ? 

Jenkins:  I  do  all  the  writing.  When 
I'm  cooking  I  produce  about  five 
pages  an  hour  (pages  I  wouldn't 
show  my  worst  enemy).  The  heavy 
edit/rewrite/polish    takes    longer 


than  the  first  draft,  but  I'm  general- 
ly finished  in  two  drafts.  I  don't  sub- 
mit it  until  I'm  happy  with  it. 

EPA:  Is  notoriety  fun  or  a  pain  in 
the  neck  ? 

Jenkins:  Both.  It's  nice  to  be  rec- 
ognized and  appreciated  for  what 
you  do,  but  whenever  there  is  a  gap 
between  your  "image"  and  who  you 
really  are,  there  is  dissonance  in 
your  spirit.  I  feel  a  responsibility  at 
times  to  be  what  people  think  a  nov- 
elist should  be,  but 
being  "on"  can  be 
wearying. 

I  long  ago  lost  any 
desire  to  be  any  more 
visible  than  I  am 
now — because  I  have 
worked  with  enough 
enormously  famous 
people  (Billy  Graham, 
Nolan  Ryan,  Walter 
Payton,  Hank  Aaron, 
et  al.)  to  see  what  a 
prison  that  can  be.  I 
would  never  want  to 
Jenkins  find  myself  unable  to 

live  a  normal  life,  as  is  the  case  with 
the  above-mentioned  stars.  They 
can't  go  to  dinner  or  run  to  the 
convenience  store  except  in  dis- 
guise. Being  a  household  name  or 
universally  recognized  may  seem  at- 
tractive to  young  people,  but  I  don't 
covet  that  an  iota. 

EPA:  How  does  it  feel  to  see  your 
books  being  sold  in  every  airport  and 
bookstore  in  the  nation  ? 

Jenkins:  Surreal.  Any  writer  has 
dreamed  of  that,  I  assume.  It's  all 
happened  so  fast,  it  may  not  have 
really  sunk  in  yet.  The  first  title  in 
the  series  is  only  five  years  old,  re- 
leased in  September  of  1995.  Books 
five,  six,  and  seven  reached  numbers 
two,  two,  and  one  on  The  New  Yoi'k 
Times  list,  and  those  three  have  all 
been  released  within  1999  and  2000. 
There  are  always  enough  hum- 
bling experiences  to  keep  me  sane, 
however.  I'll  buy  a  magazine  at  an 
airport  shop  and  ask  the  clerk  how 
"those  Left  Behind  books"  are 
doing.  Most  often  they  say,  "I  don't 
know.  Do  we  sell  them  here?" 

EPA:  Please  share  a  favorite  story  of 
someone  corning  to  know  Christ  as  o 
r-esult  of  the  Left  Behind  series. 

(continued  on  next  page) 


Jenkins:  Between  Dr.  LaHaye  and 
me,  we  have  heard  personally  from 
more  than  2,000  people  who  tell  us 
they  have  become  believers  through 
reading  these  books.  I  know  it  sounds 
like  a  cliche,  but  anyone  in  Chris- 
tian publishing  must  understand 
how  that  makes  sales  figures  pale. 

My  favorite  story  is  of  an  80-year- 
old  man  who  said  someone  in  his 
family  gave  him  Left  Behind,  and 
because  of  his  aging  eyes  he  had  to 
read  it  through  a  magnifying  glass. 
He  said  he  realized  at  the  end  of  it 
that  if  Christ  came  back,  he  would 
be  left  behind.  So  he  asked  one  of  his 
children  to  pray  with  him,  and  he 
received  Christ.  He  said,  "It  wasn't 
because  of  what  I  read  through  the 
glass  but  because  of  what  I  saw 
through  my  heart." 

EPA:  Please  share  some  other  stories 
of  Christians  being  touched  by  God 
through  the  Left  Behind  books. 

Jenkins:  Here's  a  letter  from  a 
prisoner:  "My  cousin  sent  me  the 
first  book  and  I  didn't  want  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  Then  I  started  reading 
it  and  I  couldn't  put  it  down.  .  .  . 
Now  I'm  following  in  the  Lord's 
footsteps." 

We  also  heard  the  story  of  a  young 
woman  (about  20),  still  living  at 
home,  who  had  quit  going  to  church 
and  was — her  parents  feared — run- 
ning with  the  wrong  people.  Her 
parents  gave  her  Left  Behind,  but 
never  saw  her  reading  it.  Her  mother 
kept  putting  it  where  her  daughter 
would  notice,  and  sure  enough,  one 
night  they  noticed  the  light  on  in 
her  room  until  the  wee  hours. 

At  dawn  she  woke  them,  told 
them  she  had  read  the  book  and 
that  they  didn't  have  to  worry  about 
her  anymore. 

A  touching  story  is  of  a  Christian 
young  man  who  was  a  rascal  in  high 
school,  though  he  knew  better.  He 
read  Left  Behind,  rededicated  his 
life  to  the  Lord,  and  told  his  parents 
he  was  saving  to  buy  a  box  of  the 
books  to  give  to  the  friends  he  used 
to  hang  with.  Before  he  made  the 
purchase  he  was  killed  in  a  car  wreck. 
His  parents  bought  boxes  of  the 
book  and  gave  copies  to  everyone 
who  came  to  the  funeral.  They  tell 
us  that  several  of  their  son's  friends 
came  to  Christ  as  a  result.  They  say, 
"He  was  an  evangelist  in  death." 


Nearly  every  day 
we  hear  of  people  of 
all  ages  coming  back 
to  God,  back  to 
church,  back  to  the 
Bible. 


Left  Behind:  The  Movie 


EPA:  The  Left  Behind 

books  present  one  ap- 
proach to  eschatology 
[beliefs  about  the  "end 
times"].  Is  there  a 
danger  that  evangeli- 
cals may  not  be  aware 
of  other  views,  or  may 
dismiss  them  without 
examining  them  ? 

Jenkins:  The  word 
"eschatology"  does 
not  appear  in  the 
books.  They  are  nov- 
els, and  so  it  would  be 
illogical  to  present  all  the  possible 
views.  The  story  can  happen  in  only 
one  way.  This  happens  to  be  what  we 
believe  will  happen  some  day.  The 
Rapture  occurs  in  the  first  chapter 
of  the  first  book  and  the  Tribulation 
follows,  so  it  would  be  illogical  to 
have  terrified,  desperate  characters 
sit  around  discussing  other  scenar- 
ios. We  don't  insist  ours  is  the  only 
interpretation,  but  fortunately  it 
makes  for  the  best  fiction  too. 

EPA:  What  reaction  have  you  re- 
ceived from  believers  who  are  not  in 
the  p7'emillennial,  pretribulation 
persuasion  *  ? 

Jenkins:  Surprisingly  little.  We 
really  expected  more.  There  is  a 
book  called  The  Left  Behind  Delu- 
sion, and  occasionally  we  get  letters 
saying  that  we  are  heretics,  leading 
people  astray,  etc.  But  most  letters 
from  those  who  disagree  with  the 
theology  say  they  still  love  the  books 
and  the  impact  of  them. 

EPA:  How  have  you  responded  to  crit- 
ics who  take  issue  with  the  Left  Be- 
hind books  on  theological  grounds? 

Jenkins:  I  have  no  problem  with 
sincere  disagreement.  I  do  bristle  at 
the  questioning  of  our  motives.  Say 
they  were  right  and  we  were  wrong; 


Left  Behind,  the 
first  book  in  the 
Left  Behind  series, 
has  also  been  made 
into  a  film.  Left  Be- 
hind: The  Movie  is 
the  most  ambitious 
Christian  film  in 
history.  Cloud  Ten, 
which  produced  the 
movie,  budgeted 
$17.4  million  for 
production,  distri- 
bution, and  marketing, 
amount  for  a  Christian  film. 


an    unprecedented 


Left  Behind:  The  Movie,  went  on  sale  on  video 
and  DVD  in  stores  on  October  31.  It  is  scheduled 
for  release  in  theaters  on  February  2,  2001. 


*The  view  of  "end  times"  thai  believes  that 
Christ  will  return  and  take  His  chureh  out  of 
the  world  (the  Rapture),  that  this  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  seven-year  period  of  Tribulation, 
after  which  Christ  will  return  again  to  rule  for 
1000  years  (a  Millennium)  on  earth. 


what  possible  reason  would  we  have 
for  intentionally  misleading  people? 

To  those  with  sincere  disagree- 
ments and  questions,  I  try  to  engage 
them  and  explain  our  position,  ask- 
ing that  they  pray  for  us  even  if  we 
never  agree.  To  those  who  ascribe 
evil  motives  to  us,  I  confess  I  have 
wasted  time  asking  them  how  they 
can  question  people's  characters  just 
because  they  disagree  with  them.  I 
understand  how  some  can  take  issue 
with  Dr.  LaHaye's  interpretations, 
but  I  don't  tolerate  the  attacking 
of  the  character  of  a  man  who  has 
devoted  his  entire  life  to  evangelism 
and  the  building  up  of  the  church. 

Fortunately,  the  vast  majority  of 
our  mail  is  positive  and  encourag- 
ing, and  even  much  of  the  response 
from  opponents  is  fair  and  cordial. 

EPA:  We've  heard  that  the  entire 
seines  of  Left  Behind  books  will  ul- 
timately consist  of  12  books.  How  far 
along  on  that  project  are  you  and 
Tim  LaHaye,  and  when  do  you  an- 
ticipate publishing  the  final  book  in 
the  series  ? 

Jenkins:  Book  eight  [The  Mark)  is 
on  the  press  now  and  will  release 
November  14  (with  2.5  million  pre- 
sold at  this  writing).  My  deadline  for 
book  nine  (working  title  Operation 
Eagle)  is  April  2001  with  an  October 
release,  with  each  succeeding  title 
due  approximately  a  year  apart. 
Book  12  (Glorious  Appearing)  is 
scheduled  to  release  the  day  before 
Easter  2004.  [^] 
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Getting  into  SHAPE 
for  our  future 

By  Dan  Lawson 


J 


As  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 
moves  into  the  future  that  God  is 
laying  out  before  us,  I  beUeve  that  we 
need  to  get  into  SHAPE.  I  believe  that 
The  Brethren  Church  is  in  a  position  very 
similar  to  that  of  the  Israelites  as  they 
stood  at  the  edge  of  the  Promised  Land. 
God  has  promised  us  a  glorious  future, 
one  very  different  from  what  we  are  ac- 
customed to.  He  has  laid  it  out  before  us. 
It  is  for  us  to  choose  whether  we  will 
enter  this  future  boldly  and  conquer  it  for 
His  glory,  or  whether  we  will  wander  in 
the  wilderness  of  fear  and  uncertainty. 

In  order  for  us  to  become  what  God 
has  planned  for  us  to  be,  I  believe  that  we. 
The  Brethren  Church,  need  to  give  atten- 
tion to  the  following  areas: 

Spirituality 
Heart 
Attitudes 
Possibilities 
Expectations 

Spirituality 

Spirituality  is  the  foundation  of  our 
walk  with  God.  Spirituality  is  an  ongoing 
process  that  continually  draws  us  closer 
to  God  and  reveals  to  us  His  love.  Each 
of  us  must  have  individual  spirituality 
that  ushers  us  daily  into  the  presence  of 
God.  But  it  is  also  necessary  for  us  as  a 
denomination  to  develop  a  corporate  spir- 
ituality that  will  usher  our  churches  into 


a  newer,  deeper,  more 
abiding  relationship  with 
Him.  We  should  desire  a 
relationship  with  God 
with  the  same  intensity 
as  we  desire  our  next 
breath. 

Heart 

The  Heart  is  the  seat 
of  our  emotions.  Our 
emotions  are  with  us  dur- 
ing the  happy  times  and 
the  sad  times  of  life.  The 
depth  of  our  emotions 
demonstrate  our  intensity 
and  our  passion.  If  we 
are  to  demonstrate  a  sin- 
cere heart  as  servants  of 
the  Most  High  God,  our 
hearts  should  break  over 
the  things  that  break 
God's  heart.  We  should 
grieve  over  the  things 
that  grieve  God.  We 
should  weep  over  the 
things  that  God  weeps 
over  and  rejoice  over  the  things  that 
gladden  the  heart  of  God. 

Jesus  demonstrated  the  heart  of  God  to 
us  with  great  love  when  He  died  on  the 
cross.  Are  we  willing  to  demonstrate  that 
same  degree  of  love  to  the  world  around 
us?  Do  we  share  the  heart  of  God  so 
much  that  we  grieve  over  the  lost  souls 
of  this  world?  Do  we  feel  the  joy  that  God 
feels  when  a  soul  is  brought  into  God's 
Kingdom?  Are  we  a  people  who  are  will- 
ing to  do  anything  short  of  sin  to  save  a 
soul  for  the  Kingdom  of  God?  The 
Brethren  Church  should  be  the  active, 
living,  physical  expression  of  the  heart  of 
God  in  the  world  today. 

Attitudes 

No  matter  how  hard  we  try  to  hide 
them,  our  Attitudes  will  always  give  us 
away.  If  we  have  a  bad  attitude,  it  shows. 
If  we  have  a  good  attitude,  it  shows.  I 
fear  that  some  Brethren  have  developed  a 
bad  attitude  about  the  future  of  The 
Brethren  Church.  I  fear  that  still  others 
have  allowed  themselves  to  fall  into  an 
attitude  of  apathy  and  complacency,  if 
we  are  to  move  boldly  into  the  future 
God  has  in  store  for  us.  we  must  have 
positive  attitudes  of  enthusiasm  and  ex- 
citement. We  must  demonstrate  an  atti- 
tude of  gratitude  to  God,  and  we  must 
show  attitudes  of  love  and  acceptance  to 
one  another.  We  should  never  allow  our 
attitudes  to  affect  how  we  live,  but  rather 


how  we  live  should  effect  our  attitudes  of 
sincerity  and  kindness.  Our  attitudes  will 
be  our  key  to  success. 

Possibilities 

The  Possibilities  that  God  has  in  store 
for  us  are  endless,  and  we  dare  not  ignore 
them.  We  have  the  possibilities  that  tech- 
nology provides  us,  the  possibilities  of 
new  methods  and  insights,  the  possibili- 
ties of  well-trained  pastors  and,  of  course, 
the  possibilities  of  God's  miraculous  in- 
tervention. We  can,  indeed,  do  all  things 
through  Christ.  When  our  Spirituality, 
Heart,  and  Attitudes  are  right,  the  possi- 
bilities for  success  will  be  as  countless  as 
the  stars  in  the  heavens.  We  will  no 
longer  be  faced  with  decisions  only  be- 
tween good  and  bad  or  right  and  wrong. 
Instead,  these  divine  possibilities  will 
bring  us  decisions  between  better  and 
best.  We  will  be  faced  with  possibilities 
for  new  churches  around  the  world,  with 
possibilities  for  larger,  more  successful 
churches,  and  with  possibilities  for  new 
ministries  in  places  and  ways  that  we 
could  never  have  dreamed  of.  We  should 
eagerly  embrace  the  possibilities  of  God. 

Expectations 

When  we  accomplish  all  of  the  above, 
our  Expectations  should  be  high.  I  be- 
lieve we  have  not  because  we  expect  not. 
If  we  believe  that  God  is  all-powerful 
and  that  He  desires  us  to  succeed  in 
building  up  His  Kingdom,  then  why 
don't  we  expect  Him  to  do  great  things 
through  us?  Our  churches  should  expect 
to  win  souls  to  Christ;  we  should  expect 
to  plant  more  churches;  we  should  expect 
to  have  adequate  finances  to  support  the 
ministries  of  the  church;  and  we  should 
expect  to  do  great  things.  If  we  expect 
great  things,  we  will  receive  great  things. 
But  if  we  expect  to  fail,  we  will  most  def- 
initely fail.  We  should  expect  no  less 
than  what  God  expects.  Let's  raise  the 
standard  of  our  positive  expectations! 

Let's  all  join  together  to  do  everything 
in  our  power  and  more  to  get  The  Breth- 
ren Church  into  SHAPE  for  the  future. 
The  world  today  is  changing  at  such  a 
fast  pace  that  we  will  never  keep  up  un- 
less we  run  with  endurance  the  race 
marked  out  before  us.  Running  this  race 
requires  that  we  get  into  SHAPE.        [^J] 

Dr.  Lawson  is  Diredor  of  Coiiiirci^arion- 
al  Ministries  for  The  Brethren  Chiireh.  The 
ideas  in  this  article  were  presented  to  and 
discussed  liy  members  of  the  Coni^rega- 
tional  Ministries  Council  at  their  meeting 
in  October 
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End-of-Year 

Giving: 
Blessings 

and 
Benefits 

By  Jim  Frado 


WELL  OVER  HALF  of  all  major 
donations  to  charitable  organiza- 
tions occur  in  the  final  three  months  of 
the  year.  This  is  a  time  when  most  Chris- 
tians express  thanks  for  the  blessings 
they  have  received.  As  we  enter  into  this 
season  of  gratitude,  we  naturally  tend  to 
reflect  on  the  needs  of  others  and  to  seek 
ways  to  share  our  blessings  with  those  in 
need  in  our  communities  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  world. 

The  Bible  teaches  us  that  it  is  our  re- 
sponsibility to  show  our  gratitude  to  God 
for  His  gifts  by  giving  back  to  Him  the 
"firstfruits"  of  our  blessings  (Ex.  23:19). 
The  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  sea- 
sons serve  as  an  excellent  reminder  that 
God  is  the  Creator  and  Giver  of  all  gifts, 
and  that  we  are  here  on  earth  to  use  those 
gifts  to  do  His  work. 

Primary  considerations 

As  we  plan  our  year-end  giving,  there 
are  two  primary  considerations  that  we 
need  to  keep  in  mind. 

First  and  foremost,  we  need  to  remem- 
ber that  giving  back  to  God  is  an  expres- 
sion of  our  faith  and  obedience.  Clearly 
there  are  economic  benefits  associated 
with  giving,  yet  the  primary  reason  for 
contributing  to  the  work  of  the  church 
should  be  rooted  in  our  personal  relation- 
ship with  Jesus  Christ.  Furthermore,  we 
have  the  joy  of  knowing  that  by  giving 
our  financial  resources,  we  are  helping 
our  local  churches  and  Brethren  min- 
istries fulfill  many  aspects  of  the  Great 
Commission,  including  outreach,  disci- 
pleship,  and  spiritual  formation. 

Second,  the  Bible  gives  us  ample  in- 
structions on  being  prudent  users  of  our 


financial  assets  (see  for  example  Prov. 
11:25-28,  20:18;  Luke  12:33-34).  As  we 
come  to  the  end  of  the  year,  there  are 
practical  reasons  for  giving  that  help  us 
to  be  better  stewards  of  our  financial  re- 
sources. Donors  can  receive  favorable 
tax  treatment  for  specific  gifts  to  their 
local  churches,  to  the  Missionary  and 
Congregational  Ministries  of  The  Breth- 
ren Church,  and  to  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary.  Such  benefits  can  be  gained 
by  employing  one  or  more  of  the  follow- 
ing strategies. 

Giving  strategies 

•  Giving  Cash.  If  you  itemize  deduc- 
tions on  your  tax  return,  you  may  be 
able  to  realize  a  tax  savings  by  giving 
cash  to  your  church  or  to  a  Brethren 
ministry. 

•  Making  a  gift  of  stock  and  securities. 

One  way  to  avoid  paying  high  capital- 
gains  tax  is  to  give  the  gift  of  appreci- 
ated stock  or  securities.  By  doing  this 
you  not  only  avoid  capital-gains  tax, 
but  you  also  gain  a  charitable  tax  de- 
duction for  the  fair-market  value  of  the 
stocks  or  securities  as  of  the  day  they 
are  transferred.  Also,  the  church  or 
other  donee  will  receive  the  full  value 
of  your  contributed  stock. 

•  Establishing  a  gift  annuity.  Benefits 
include  a  safe,  fixed  annual  return  for 
the  rest  of  your  life  and  a  charitable  tax 
deduction  for  the  year  that  the  gift 
annuity  is  established.  Also  a  portion 
of  the  annuity  income  may  be  tax-free. 

•  Establishing  a  charitable  remainder 
trust.  Capital-gains  taxes  can  be 
avoided  and  a  charitable  tax  deduction 


is  allowed  when  the  trust  is  estab- 
lished. The  trust  can  be  established  in 
two  ways: 

A  Charitable  Remainder  Annuity 
Trust  assures  one  of  a  fixed  return 
for  the  rest  of  one's  life. 

A  Charitable  Remainder  Unitrust 
is  more  variable.  The  donor  receives 
a  fixed  percentage  of  the  fair-market 
value  of  the  principal  for  the  rest  of 
his  or  her  life.  As  the  principal 
grows,  so  does  the  income. 

•  Establishing  a  Life  Estate  Agree- 
ment. When  you  deed  your  personal 
residence,  vacation  home,  property,  or 
farm  to  your  church  or  to  a  denomina- 
tional ministry,  you  can  receive  a  char- 
itable tax  deduction  based  on  an  actu- 
arial value  of  the  remainder.  Also,  you 
may  elect  to  live  in  the  deeded  proper- 
ty for  as  long  as  you  choose. 

•  Making  a  gift  of  your  retirement 
plan.  For  tax  reasons,  giving  a  retire- 
ment plan  (IRA,  401-K,  TSA,  Profit 
Sharing,  SEP,  etc.)  may  be  one  of  the 
wisest  assets  to  donate  to  charities 
because  it  can  avoid  the  potential  of 
double  taxation  when  passed  to  a  non- 
spouse. 

•  Making  a  gift  of  a  life  insurance  pol- 
icy. If  you  have  a  policy  that  has  out- 
lived its  original  purpose,  consider 
naming  your  local  church  or  a  specific 
Brethren  ministry  as  the  beneficiary  of 
all  or  a  portion  of  the  policy.  Some 
donors  even  establish  new  life  insur- 
ance policies  with  the  Brethren  min- 
istry of  their  choice  as  the  beneficiary. 
There  are  significant  tax  benefits  when 
you  give  ownership  of  your  policy  to 
the  church,  or  when  you  make  the 
church  the  irrevocable  beneficiary. 

More  information 

If  you  would  like  to  know  more  about 
any  of  these  year-end  giving  strategies 
and  how  they  can  benefit  your  local 
church,  denominational  ministries,  and 
your  personal  financial  situation,  please, 
contact  me  at  The  Brethren  Church  Na- 
tional Office.  [IM 

(Note:  Always  consult  a  tax  or  legal  pro- 
fessional to  obtain  advice  on  specific  chari- 
table giving.) 

Mr  Frado  is  Director  of  Stewardship  and 
Development  for  The  Brethren  Church.  He 
may  be  reached  by  phone  at  877-289-1 708; 
by  email  at  limf(ci)brethrenchurch.org;  or  by 
mail  at  The  Brethren  Church  National  Office, 
524  College  Ave..  Ashland,  OH  44805. 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


A  PARALYTIC  was  lowered  through 
the  roof  of  a  house  into  a  crowded 
room  so  that  he  could  meet  Jesus  (Mark 
2:1-12).  Have  you  ever  wondered  how 
this  man  might  fare  at  getting  into  your 
house  or  into  your  church  building  today, 
if  Jesus  were  the  featured  guest? 

Coming  through  the  roof  of  most  mod- 
em buildings  would  be  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. But  since  standing-room-only  crowds 
are  rare  in  today's  churches,  let's  make  it 
easy.  Let's  just  try  to  get  him  in  the  front 
door  on  a  normal  Sunday  morning  with 
the  sanctuary  80-percent  occupied.  Now 
let's  see  if  he  meets  Jesus. 

From  the  start,  let's  note  that  medical 
and  technological  advances  have  gotten 
our  friend  off  his  bed  and  into  a  recent- 
model,  shiny,  Everest  and  Jennings 
wheelchair.  Now  being  on  four  wheels 
has  definite  advantages,  but  sometimes 
this  kind  of  independence  comes  at  a 
high  price.  For  you  see,  the  four  friends 
are  nowhere  to  be  found.  And  so,  as  is 
frequently  the  case,  he  must  rely  on  a 
second-rate  solution  for  getting  to  our 
church  building — the  city  Para-Transit. 
The  ride  in  the  back  of  this  van  would 
have  been  tough  on  those  bumpy,  dusty 
roads  in  Capernaum — no  doubt  com- 
parable to  riding  on  modern  city  streets 
under  construction. 

So  now  he  sits  on  the  sidewalk  in  front 
of  our  church  building — a  little  late  and  a 
little  ruffled,  but  in  one  piece.  The  doors 
are  closed,  however,  and  he  faces  one, 
four,  or  as  many  as  twelve  steps  lo  enter 
the  building!  The  usher  who  discovers 
him  sitting  outside  is  well-meaning  but 
completely  befuddled  at  the  sight. 
Should  lie  (a)  ignore  the  man  and  hope 


he  goes  away,  or  (b)  call 
for  help. 

With  a  vague  recollec- 
tion of  having  seen  Joni 
Tada  give  her  testimony  at 
a  Billy  Graham  crusade, 
he  valiantly  chooses  "b" 
and  signals  three  other 
ushers  for  help.  We  must 
note  that  this  kind,  though 
at  the  moment  nervous, 
gentleman  has  over-esti- 
mated his  needs.  Two  men 
can  usually  handle  a  man- 
ual wheel-chair  with  little 
difficulty,  so  the  third  and 
fourth  ushers  will  prob- 
ably only  help  create  a 
scene.  In  his  favor,  how- 
ever, we  will  mention  that 
this  will  be  a  relatively 
safe  scene.  Had  our  usher  bounded  out 
the  door  all  alone  to  drag,  bump,  and 
haul  the  wheelchair  up  six  steps  by  him- 
self, he  and  the  visitor  might  have  ended 
in  a  heap  on  the  sidewalk. 

More  barriers 

We  could  postulate  a  number  of  possi- 
bilities for  the  structure  of  this  church 
building.  At  one  extreme  we  have  such 
architectural  atrocities  as  multiple  stairs, 
narrow  aisles,  washrooms  in  the  base- 
ment, and  poor  lighting.  At  the  other  ex- 
treme are  those  amazing  one-level  con- 
struction buildings  that  are  accessible  in 
every  detail,  right  down  to  the  grab  bars, 
water  fountains,  and  parking  spaces. 

But  whatever  the  case,  the  structure  of 
the  building  pales  to  insignificance  as  the 
newcomer  rolls  in,  alone,  and  faces  the 
people — you,  me,  our  children,  our  friends. 
Accessibility  and  integration  begin  or 
end  right  here.  Talk  to  anyone  with  an 
obvious  disability  (if  you  dare!)  and  you 
will  soon  realize  that  his  or  her  real  hand- 
icap is  us.  Why  are  we  so  awkward? 

In  the  case  of  the  man  in  Mark  2, 
Jesus,  with  all  of  His  compassion,  social 
concern,  and  whole-person  approach, 
went  directly  to  the  heart  of  the  problem. 
He  said  to  the  disabled  man,  "Son,  your 
sins  are  forgiven."  Notice  that  Jesus  did 
not  assume  that  the  man  was  hearing 
impaired  or  mentally  challenged  just 
because  his  legs  were  paralyzed.  He  did 
not  address  the  friends;  He  spoke  directly 
to  the  man.  And  He  spoke  to  him  about 
his  spiritual  need,  just  as  He  would  have 
to  any  able-bodied  (not  "nomial")  person. 

To  vindicate  His  right  to  forgive  sins 
and  to  silence  the  scandalized  scribes. 


Jesus  proved  his  identity  by  instantly 
healing  the  paralyzed  man.  Now  that's 
convincing.  But  it's  also  unlikely  to  hap- 
pen to  our  friend,  who  is  just  now  recov- 
ering from  his  roller-coaster  ride  up  the 
front  steps  of  the  church. 

It's  unlikely  that  any  of  us  will  begin  a 
conversation  with  "Your  sins  are  forgiv- 
en; stand  up,  fold  up  your  wheelchair, 
and  walk."  So  what  are  we  going  to  say 
if  today's  visitor  happens  to  park  his 
vehicle  in  the  aisle  beside  our  pew?  Here 
are  two  suggestions:  Don't  say,  "What 
happened  to  you?"  And  do  say,  "Hello, 

I'm .  What's  your  name?" 

From  that  healthy  beginning,  your  con- 
versation will  likely  keep  rolling. 

In  time  we  will  be  able  to  discern  this 
man's  spiritual  needs  and  interests,  but 
for  now  his  physical  limitations  remain  a 
glaring  reality.  (Ask  the  ushers!)  Further- 
more, if  he  has  suffered  a  spinal-cord 
injury,  apart  from  spectacular  divine 
intervention  or  a  medical  breakthrough, 
complete  physical  healing  will  await  his 
arrival  in  glory.  So  in  the  meantime,  with 
our  feet  (and  his  wheels)  still  firmly 
planted  on  earth,  let's  try  to  find  some 
practical  way  to  alleviate  the  inconveni- 
ences his  physical  limitations  cause  him. 

For  starters,  offer  the  man  a  ride  to 
worship  services.  Install  ramps  into  the 
church  building.  And  take  a  crash  course 
in  handling  a  wheelchair. 

To  clarify  another  point,  answer  these 
questions.  Do  your  personality  and  think- 
ing-processes change  when  you  sit  down 
for  five  minutes?  For  two  hours?  For  two 
days?  You  are  still  the  same  person, 
aren't  you?  So  is  the  disabled  person, 
whose  condition  requires  him  or  her  to 
sit  permanently. 

If  we  really  want  this  man  to  see  Jesus 
in  our  lives  and  in  our  congregation;  if 
we  really  want  him  to  experience  for- 
giveness and  take  hold  of  the  hope  of 
heaven;  then  let  us  do  what  Jesus  did, 
overlook  the  disability  and  talk  to  the 
human  being.  And  soon  separation  be- 
comes integration,  despair  becomes 
hope,  and  we  become  friends.  As  a  re- 
sult, our  neighbors,  like  the  people  in 
Capernaum,  might  just  be  amazed,  glori- 
fy God,  and  say,  "We've  never  seen  any- 
thing like  this!"  [^] 

Ms.  Brouillette  is  a  free-lance  writer  liv- 
ing in  Sain!  Luc.  Quebec.  Canada.  For  five 
years  she  coordinated  a  niiiu'stry  in  'ivhicli 
she  and  a  group  of  disabled  Christians 
traveled  to  churches  ^vhere  they  led  .\emi- 
nars  and  services  aimed  at  integrating  the 
disabled  into  the  church. 
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Briefly 
Noted 


The  Annual  Assembly  of  The 
Brethren  Church  in  Argentina, 

held  Saturday,  October  28,  was  a 
very  blessed  occasion,  according  to 
Sehor  Jose  Rivero,  president  of  the 
Argentine  Brethren  Church. 

The  day  included  a  delightful  time 
of  worship  with  a  message  about  the 
family  life  of  pastors  and  leaders.  A 
business  session  followed,  during 
which  elections  were  held  for  the 
National  Executive  Committee. 
Sehor  Rivero  was  re-elected  presi- 
dent. The  Assembly  concluded  with 
a  fellowship  meal,  bringing  to  an  end 
a  time  of  "brotherhood  and  love." 

A  meeting  of  the  National  Execu- 
tive Committee  was  held  on  Satur- 
day, November  11,  with  the  Pastors 
Council,  Women's  Missionary  Society, 
Youth  Committee,  and  Seminary 
Board  also  meeting  on  that  day. 

Sunday,  October  22,  was  Pastor 
Appreciation  Day  at  The  Brethren 
Church  in  New  Lebanon,  with 

the  church  honoring  Pastor  Bill  and 
Sharon  Walk  during  the  morning 
worship  service.  Moderator  Jerry 
Blosser  read  a  tribute  recalling  the 
difficult  months  in  1997-98  when 
the  congregation  went  without  a 
pastor,  the  unanimous  decision  to 
call  the  Walks,  and  the  blessing  they 
have  been  to  the  church  since  their 
arrival  in  December  1998. 

A  plaque  was  presented  to  the 
Walks  expressing  appreciation  for 
their  "unselfish  commitment  to  the 
Body  of  Jesus  Christ  at  The  Breth- 
ren Church  [of]  New  Lebanon."  The 
Walks  also  received  numerous  cards 
and  letters  of  appreciation  from  in- 
dividuals in  the  congregation.       ['ij'l 


Saint  James  Brethren  Church  breaks  ground 
for  12,000-square-foot  multi-purpose  facility 


St.  James,  Md.  —  The  St.  James 
Brethren  Church  broke  ground  on 
Sunday,  September  10,  for  an  addi- 
tion to  its  present  facility.  The  con- 
cept of  such  an  addition  has  been 
part  of  church  life,  planning,  and  dis- 
cussion for  approximately  12  years. 

The  new  unit,  covering  approxi- 
mately 12,000  square  feet,  will  serve 
as  a  multi-purpose  facility  for  church 
and  community.  It  will  include  class- 
rooms, a  high  school  regulation-size 
gymnasium,  a  stage  area,  several 
storage  areas,  and  new  kitchen  and 
restroom  facilities.  Extensive  land- 
scaping is  also  planned  along  with 
the  expansion  of  the  parking  lot  to 
about  double  its  present  size. 

The  main  room  of  the  new  addi- 
tion will  accommodate  receptions, 
athletic  events,  informal  worship 
services,  and  community-oriented 
events.  Ministry  to  senior  citizens 
will  be  expanded. 

The  ground-breaking  ceremony 
included  members  of  all  age  seg- 
ments of  the  church,  to  indicate  that 
this  new  building  will  be  for  all  ages. 
Participants  were  Scot  Drury  (chil- 
dren), Jason  McMillan  (high  school 
youth),  Tina  McAllister  (college/ 
young  adults),  Kristy  Bowers  (Di- 
rector of  Christian  Education  and 
Family  Ministries),  Sandy  Culler 
(Administrative  Secretary  and 
Leader  of  Senior  Ministries),  Lois 
Hutzell  (senior  age  and  in  memory 
of  Ralph  Hutzell,  who  served  on  the 
Long  Range  Planning  Committee  in 
its  early  years),  Jason   Shindle  of 
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Rockwell  Construction  Company, 
Mercersburg,  Pa.  (Project  Engi- 
neer), Lee  Butts  (Chairman  of  the 
Building  Committee),  and  Brian 
Moore  (pastor). 


.S>.  James  Senior  PusIdv  Brian  Moore 
gives  encouragement  as  Scot  Druty,  rep- 
resenting the  children  of  the  congrega- 
tion, breaks  ground  for  a  new  addition  to 
the  St.  James  Church  building. 

Members  of  the  church  are  en- 
gaged in  dismantling  present  struc- 
tures on  the  property  that  will  be  af- 
fected by  the  expansion.  Completion 
of  the  addition  is  expected  by  mid- 
summer of  next  year. 

—  reported  by  Pastor  Brian  Moore 


Y'all  Come! 

Bradenton,  Fla.  —  If  Florida  is 
on  your  agenda  for  this  winter,  the 
Bradenton  Brethren  Church  in- 
vites you  to  put  a  visit  to  this 
church  on  your  Sunday  to-do  list. 

Pastor  Buck  Garrett  and  the 
Bradenton  congregation  would 
enjoy  having  you  worship  with 
them  and  will  do  their  best  to 
make  you  feel  at  home.  Sunday 
school  begins  at  9:30  a.m.  and  wor- 
ship at  10:30  a.m.  The  church 
facility  is  located  at  3307  53rd 
Avenue  East  in  Bradenton  (3  miles 
west  of  1-75  on  Florida  Route  70). 

Editor's  note:  If  your  Florida 
visit  takes  you  to  Sarasota,  I'm  sure 
that  the  Sai-asota  First  Brethren 
Church  (150  North  Shade  Avenue) 
or  the  Sarasota  Hispanic  Brethren 
Church  (3150  44th  Street)  would  also 
make  you  feel  welcome. 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Brethren  Bible  Church  of  Louisville  celebrates 
20-plus  years  of  ministry  in  the  local  community 

Louisville,    Ohio   —    On 

Sunday,  October  8,  the 
Brethren  Bible  Church  of 
Louisville  celebrated  20- 
plus  years  of  ministry  in  the 
Louisville  community  — 
years  filled  with  blessings 
and  challenges.  The  celebra- 
tion centered  on  three 
themes:  appreciation  of  the 
past,  acknowledgment  of 
the  present,  and  anticipa- 
tion of  the  future. 

The  part  of  the  service  cel- 
ebrating the  past  included 
"I  Remember  When  .  .  .  ,"  an 
opportunity  for  people  to 
remember  the  beginnings  of 
the  Brethren  Bible  Church 


Moderator  Tom  McAlister  presents  a  picture  to 
Pastor  Ralph  and  Bonnie  Gibson  as  an  expression  of 
appreciation  from  the  Brethren  Bible  congregation. 


as  well  as  other  important  events  in 
the  life  of  the  congregation. 

In  September  1978  a  core  group  of 
people  met  with  Rev.  Charles  Low- 
master  to  ask  him  to  assist  them  in 
beginning  a  new  church.  Arrange- 
ments were  made  to  hold  worship 
services  in  the  Louisville  Room  of 
Citizens  Saving  Bank  in  Louisville. 
Later,  needing  more  space,  the 
church  moved  to  Fairhope  Elemen- 
tary School.  The  congregation  was 
officially  chartered  in  a  dedication 
service  led  by  Dr.  Charles  Munson  of 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary. 

In  the  spring  of  1980,  the  congre- 
gation moved  to  the  Louisville 
Y.M.C.A.  But  as  attendance  grew, 
the  facilities  at  the  Y.M.C.A.  became 
too  restrictive.  In  the  fall  of  1980 
the  Lord  made  available  four  acres 
of  property  at  the  current  location, 
9550  Louisville  Street.  A  ground- 
breaking service  for  a  church  facil- 
ity was  held  on  September  25,  1982. 

One  of  the  most-remembered 
events  occurred  July  4,  1983,  when 
the  partially-framed  church  struc- 
ture was  blown  down  by  a  heavy 
windstorm.  In  was  totally  rebuilt 
within  a  few  weeks  and  was  soon 
back  on  schedule,  thanks  to  many 
volunteers  from  the  community. 
The  first  service  in  the  new  building 
was  held  March  4,  1984,  with  dedica- 
tion on  November  4,  1984.  Thanks 
to  the  Lord's  many  blessings,  the 
church  was  debt  free  in  1986. 


In  addition  to  founding  pastor 
Rev.  Charles  Lowmaster,  others  who 
have  served  the  church  as  pastor  in- 
clude Rev.  David  Benshoff,  Rev.  Jim 
Ray,  Rev.  Chris  Moellering,  Rev. 
Paul  Sluss,  and  the  current  pastor. 
Rev.  Ralph  Gibson. 

In  celebrating  the  present,  corre- 
spondence was  read  from  denomina- 
tional and  district  leaders  and  from 
former  members  who  were  unable 
to  attend.  Pastor  Gibson  acknowl- 
edged the  ministry  and  work  of  the 


Qood_f^Te 


current  congregation  during  the 
morning  message,  "Keeping  the 
Focus"  from  Philippians  3:12-14. 

The  closing  of  the  service  included 
two  significant  blessings.  First,  dur- 
ing the  last  hymn,  four  people  came 
forward  to  indicate  a  desire  to  join 
the  membership  of  the  church.  Sec- 
ond, the  congregation  expressed 
appreciation  for  all  of  its  pastors 
(October  being  Pastor  Appreciation 
Month)  by  surprising  and  present- 
ing to  Pastor  Gibson  a  beautiful  pic- 
ture of  Jesus  holding  a  lamb  with 
the  inscription,  "I  am  but  a  tiny 
Lamb  gently  held  in  the  arms  of  the 
GREAT  I  AM." 

The  celebration  ended  with  a 
wonderful  meal  prepared  by  the 
20th  Anniversary  Committee.  Ac- 
cording to  church  secretary  Kathy 
McAlister,  who  reported  the  event, 
"The  anniversary  celebration  was  a 
time  to  praise  God  for  His  faithful- 
ness through  the  years  and  to  re- 
member the  many  people  who  have 
shared  their  love  for  the  Lord 
through  the  church  during  the  past 
20-plus  years."  [IM 


Lakeville,  Ohio  —  The  Ohio  District  Family  Camp,  held  September  2—4  at  Camp 
Bethany,  had  a  western  theme  this  year.  The  86  people  who  attended  had  a  great 
time  going  on  hay  rides,  doing  western  folk  games,  and  dressing  up  in  old-time 

continued  on  next  page 
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20th  anniversary  celebration  held  Sept.  24 
at  Smoky  Row  Brethren  Church  in  Columbus 


Columbus,  Ohio  —  The  Smoky 
Row  Brethren  Church  of  Columbus 
celebrated  its  20th  anniversary  on 
Sunday,  September  24.  Dr.  Dale 
Stoffer,  the  church's  founding  pas- 
tor, was  the  guest  speaker  for  the 
celebration.  He  spoke  at  both  the 
early  contemporary  service  and  at 
the  midmorning  worship  service.  Dr. 
Stoffer's  wife  Marcia  and  their  two 
children,  Anne  and  Paul,  were  also 
special  guests  for  the  day. 

The  main  celebration  took  place 
during  the  10:30  a.m.  worship  ser- 
vice. This  service  included  music 
and  scripture  passages  used  at  the 
very  first  Sunday  worship  service — 
held  in  Dale  and  Marcia  Stoffer's 
home — and  at  the  10th  anniversary 
celebration  held  in  1990.  Music  for 
the  service  was  presented  by  the 
praise  band  and  the  choir. 

A  slide  presentation,  put  together 
and  given  by  member  Nathan  Shire- 
man,  depicted  the  church's  growth 
and  good  times  over  the  past  20 
years.  The  congregation  has  had 
much  to  celebrate.  It  now  has  two 
worship  services;  a  praise  band;  an 
educational  wing  that  is  packed  full 
during  Sunday  school;  a  very  active 
youth  group;  an  Adventure  Bible 
Club  children's  program  on  Sunday 
evenings;  and  the  start  of  a  new 


Ohio  District  Family  Camp 

(continued  from  previous  page) 
western  attire  to  have  their  pictures 
taken. 

Special  speaker  for  the  event  was 
Rev.  Randy  Saultz,  former  associate 
pastor  at  Park  Street  Brethren  Church 
in  Ashland.  He  spoke  on  "Resources 
and  Relationships  for  Life."  Other 
features  included  a  camp  fire  on  Sat- 
urday night  led  by  the  summer  camp 
staff  and  a  quiet  time  Sunday  morn- 
ing, when  individual  families  were 
encouraged  to  spend  time  together  in 
family  devotions  and  prayer. 

Head  chuck-wagon  cook  for  the 
weekend  was  Karen  Hctrick,  and  it's 
reported  that  the  "vittles"  were  great. 
"God  truly  blessed  Family  Camp 
with  His  spirit  of  love  and  friend- 
ship," said  Tom  and  Diane  McCona- 
hay,  who  headed  up  the  event.       ['ij'] 


oodi^^^^ 


our  Brethren  missionaries  around 
the  world."  The  Smoky  Row  Church 
currently  has  113  members  and  aver- 
ages around  130  for  worship.        ['ij'] 


Spanish  worship  service  on  Sunday 
afternoons.  The  church  is  also  help- 
ing to  plant  a  daughter  congregation 
in  Delaware  County  just  started  by 
former  Smoky  Row  associate  pastor 
Rev.  Jeff  Whiteside,  his  wife  Tracy, 
and  their  children,  Cara  and  David. 

Following  the 
worship  service 
a  catered  meal, 
organized  by 
church  member 
Jeanne  Wilson, 
was  enjoyed  in 
the  fellowship 
hall.  During  the 
meal  a  video 
was  shown  con- 
taining congrat- 
ulatory mes- 
sages to  the 
church  for  its  20 

years  of  min-  A.  "memoiy  quilt"  made  by  members  of  the  congregation  for  the 
istry.  The  mes-  -^^^^^  anniversa/y  celebration  of  the  Smoky  Row  Brethren  Church. 
sages  were  from  Brethren  mission- 
aries and  leaders  whom  Smoky  Row 
Pastor  Tom  Schiefer  had  video-taped 
at  General  Conference  in  August. 

Another  way  the  Smoky  Row 
Brethren  commemorated  this  mile- 
stone was  by  making  a  "memory 
quilt."  Jeanne  Wilson  provided 
poster  board  squares  that  members 
decorated  with  special  memories  of 
church  life.  The  squares  were  then 
woven  together  by  the  Wednesday 
morning  Koinonia  and  Coffee  Bible- 
study  group.  The  completed  "quilt" 
covered  a  big  section  of  wall  visible 
to  those  entering  the  sanctuary. 

Reporter  Gale  Shireman  wrote, 
"Everyone  present  for  this  Sunday 
celebration  agreed  that  the  day  had 
been  very  special  and  really  had  the 
family  feel  that  makes  Smoky  Row 
special  to  all  who  attend  here.  We 
appreciate  all  the  work  that  went 
into  making  this  day  a  big  success. 
We  also  thank  former  pastors  Dale 
Stoffer  and  Jeff  Whiteside  and  pres- 
ent pastor  Tom  Schiefer  for  all  of 
their  dedication  to  our  congregation 
through  its  20  years  of  service  for 
the  Lord.  We  at  Smoky  Row  Breth- 
ren Church  look  forward  to  many 
more  exciting  years  of  ministry  here 
in  our  community  and  in  supporting 


